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The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of promoting the safety of minors.
Additionally, the ISP protects the integrity of the Church and serves as a safeguard for individual priest
or deacon. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review, he
will be subject to appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under the authority of the Vicar for
Priests and supervised by the Director of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
(Director). The agreement of a priest or deacon to abide by these protocols is not understood to prove the
truth of any allegation and is not intended to be an admission of guilt for any delict or crime, whether in
Canon Law, or State and Federal Law. This agreement represents the cooperation of the cleric with his
bishop as he exercises his pastoral office (e.g., Canons 369 and 392).
This ISP for Rev. Anthony Vader is as follows (Director to initial all that apply):
1.

The client is restricted from being alone with a minor or minors, that is anyone under the age of
18, without the presence of another responsible adult.

2.

__ Therapy __ times per week/month (please circle one) as recommended by
(name of therapist). Attendance to therapy is
to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" forms.

3.

__ Continued regular Spiritual Direction __ times per week/month (please circle one) as
recommended by
(name of spiritual director).
Attendance to Spiritual Direction is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" forms.

4.

__ The "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the on-site
supervisor. The log is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the cleric, the on-site
supervisor and the Archdiocese. Although it identifies time periods, it is intended to provide a
general record of the day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-site activity,
ph:ase include your destination and the general purpose of the visit or activity. For example, it is
enough to indicate that you did personal shopping at a given Shopping Center rather than the
details of each individual store. However, if your self-description is challenged or a complaint is
lodged with the Archdiocese, some documentation and verification may be necessary to
su:fficiently address the situation.

5.

__ Abide by the assignment of residence to 12220 S. Will-Cook Road, Palos Park, IL.
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6.

__ Must complete and submit the "Travel/Vacation Agreement," and obtain concurrence with
the Agreement, prior to a scheduled departure. In the event of a prolonged stay in a particular
location, the Archdiocese is required to notify the Ordinary of that place of your presence there.

7.

__ Attendance at a recommended support group
(pl.ease indicate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month
(please circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy
Daily Log" forms.

8.

No inappropriate use of computers, software, [ntemet capabilities, communications tools or video
technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees apply as they do to all Archdiocesan
personnel.

9.

No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other Sacrament or
Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests.

10.

Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a
priest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the
'clerical shirt').

11.

On-site visits by the Director and the VP annually to include a meeting with the cleric.

This lndividual Specific Protocol is to be reviewed annually with the Director, VP, and the cleric. Also,
there can be additional, written notations tailored to the needs of a specific situation which are signed by
all parties and appended to this document. Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve
consultation with the cleric, his on-site supervisor, the Director, and the VP. The cleric, his on-site
supervisor, the Director, or the VP can initiate the discussion for change or alteration, or request that this
[ndividual Specific Protocol be reviewed by the independent Review Board. At the discretion of any of
the parties, the legal and/or canonical counsel of the cleric may be involved in the discussions.
[ have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols.
Signed: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D a t e : - - - - - - - - - Printed Name:

---------------------------~

Signature of Director:- - - - - - - - - - - - - Date:

~---------

Signature of VP: --------------~ Date: - - - - - - - - - Additional, written notations appended to this document? yes

D

no

D

(Revised 4/5/07)
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...
Father Anthony J. Vader
Pastor, Holy Name of Mary

Father Vader began his 30 year journey with parishioners of Holy Name of
Mary on January 31, 1968.
When he arrived, Holy Name of Mary had a debt of$250,000. Under his
wise leadership, a "Pay off the Parish Debt" drive was initiated. The drive
was so successful, that the debt was paid off to the Archdiocese of Chicago.
This tremendous effort made Holy Name of Mary Church the first AfricanAmerican Church in Chicago to pay off its entire parish debt.
As time passed the congregation of Holy Name of Mary grew by leaps and

bounds . A large part of the growth was due to the many Catholics that had
been following Father Vader since his first assignment at Holy Cross Church.
They foll:fid in Holy Name of Mary, a place to rest, plant, grow and cultivate
their religious roots.
Before long, a larger church was needed. Again Father Vader led a drive to
finance a new and larger church. The drive was a success and the plans for
the new church began. Holy Name of Mary was the first African American
Catholic Church to have an African-American architect and an AfricanAmerican contractor , all paid for by the African-American parishioners of
Holy Name of Mary Church.
Some of the best African-American artist were hired to decorate the church.
Donated as well as purchased artifacts from Africa and American adorned
the church. Father Vader brought back art works from the artist colonies in
Kenya and Tanzania for his new Church. Holy Name of Mary is rich in love
and pride of the accomplishments of the black man.
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•ii The new church was opened for Mass on Christmas, 1997.

In the Spring of
1972, Cardinal Cody blessed the new Holy Name of Mary Church.

...
r, ,.

The Congregation continued growing so that even with the new church,
another mass had to be added to the Sunday Schedule to accommodate the
growing number of parishioners.
Holy Name of Mary acquired a Mission Church, Sacred Heart Church and
gave it as much assistance as possible so that the people on the west and
south boundaries of the parish could have their own Church.
The Holy Name of Mary parish school, through the cooperation of the Oblate
Sisters of Providence and Father Vader receive the latest innovations in
education. Today the school has the highest educational standards of all the
schools in the Morgan Park area.
Throughout the years, Father Vader continued his education earning an M.A.
in Sociology at the University of Chicago, a Ph.D. in Sociology at Loyola
University, Chicago and did Post Doctoral studies at Tangaza University,
Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa.
Even with the demanding position of pastor of an ever growing congregation,
Father Vader has, over the last 15 years, made time to shared his knowledge
and his love of knowledge with his many students at Niles College and at St.
Mary of the Lake Seminary.
May 9, 1997 marks the day of celebration for Father Vader who, after 45
years of service to God and his many, many parishioners approaches a much
deserved retirement.
Father Vader will live within the parish boundaries of Sacred Heart Church,
the mission Church of Holy Name of Mary. There he will act as pastor of
the mission to continue the christen goals of worship of the Lord , education
of the children and care for the parishioners.
Father Vader, the many persons touched by you at Holy Name of Mary, St.
Lawrence and Holy Cross Church thank you and wish you a blessed future .

....
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Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card
Anthony Joseph Vader

Born:

Ordained:

05/01/1952

Died: 07/15/2011

Ethnicity: Dutch, Irish

Assignment

Position

Begin Date

End Date

Holy Cross Parish (65th St.)

Assistant Pastor

07/08/1952

06/25/1964

St. Laurence Parish (Dorchester Ave.)

Assistant Pastor

06/25/1964

01/30/1968

Holy Name of Mary Parish (112th St.)

Administrator

01/30/1968

03/13/1970

Holy Name of Mary Parish (112th St.)

Pastor

03/13/1970

01/31/1997

Review Board

Member

06/25/1987

Sabbatical

06/15/1990

Retired

01/31/1997

Sacred Heart Mission House (Avers Ave.)

Resident

01/31/1997

Holy Name of Mary Parish (112th St.)

Pastor Emeritus

01/31/1997

08/31/1990

Extraordinary
Appointments:
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233-3955

SACRED HEART CHURCH
11652 CHURCH STREET
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60643

17 April

Your Eminence:
When Ray Goedert told me that I could not wear clericl clothing
when at the Opera, Concerts, Art Institute, I am more than
willing to comply.
I have been attending the Lyric Operaproductions since they
began forty-nine years ago.
I have been in the same seat all
that time, and Monsignor John Cardiff always attends wit~ me.
I know many of the people in ourbalcony and they knowMonsignor
and myself. We have always worn clerical suits.
IF I were to
suddenly show up in sports clothing, I am sure that people woul;d
wnat to know what happened. They are accustomed to seeing me in
clerical clothing.
I am sure that they would ask questions of
myself or Monsignor.
The same is true of the Friday afternoon concerts (14 of them
each season). There may be more scandal if I dressed otgherwise.
Wit regard to the Art Institute, often I am casually clothed
since most do not know me nor do I know them.
However, I have always thought that itis good for apriest to be
formally clothed atall of these functions.
People are happy to
see the priest in the Art Institute. Some months ago I went to
complete my study of the "Manet and the Sea". The young mea
who checkedd my membershop s,jd that he had given you your
ticket that monninq and he was deliqhted "for he had seen two
or'iests that dav" . . Good oubli~
..- 1a.a...t; n na ~d,...,r
.
oe r h w f"'Xh.t1..-r.b
:crorcfi •
0

(sorry, but thetape broke.

1

Let me continue heere.)

Good public relations for the Church.
abide with your decision.

However, I am willing to

Afi the Goodman Theatre for which I also have season tickets for
themain stage, I neverwear clerical clothes since some of the
modern plays have s~me degree of nudit¥.
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PHO,NE BE 3-4471

SACRED HEART CHURCH
11652 CHURCH STREET

' ..·.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643

Vis-a-vis the third issue, nmmely Mass during the
Santo Nino
devotions. Today I informed the organizer~ of ta devotions that
we would no longer have Mass and they agre~.
Instead, ther wimll
be more prayers and Bible study to fill ou1. the Holy Hour.
I hope this complies with all of your demands.
If there are any
other, thenplease let me kn~w . Also pleaseexcuse this typing, fo
this is anew typewriter and I feel the Company should be su~d.
I
know I will never use their products again.

Sinc...7'ly in Christ,

(c.)~(~r

cc: file
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June SOth. 1.952

My dear Father Vader.

l hereby appoint you asslsta.nt to the pastor of
Holy Cross Cht.u:cn. Chica.go, Hlinois.

You wlll kindly report for duty to :Ef'a.th~r Doyle
on July 8th.
With blessing,

Archbishop of Chicago
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PRIBST'S FILE - VADER, REV. ANTifONY J.
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January 30, 1968

i\enlead ADlbaay J. Vadlr
St. Laueace Rectory
1M9 But 72Dcl Stnec
Clak•p., DHllOI• 60619
Dear Padin' Vader:

•n .

la aceozdlace With c;e.,,.. •72 ud
we am
p'eHd to.,..,._ JOU A+n•m•tator pro tem ot HolJ Naaw ot Maq
ClllnJI. 11159 Saudi IAomll Stnet, aatcaao,

nu-•.

A.a Mlminlltntor, or Vicar lkCMll'e,

JOU wW

-.. an t111 ••taetkMW of t111 .Putora1 omce, ..ittm1ar11 t11a1: or

.._,.ndai tbl Miu& pro populo (Cuoa •73, 1), Jmt u

lf yau wen

ta. putor of tllllt parlab.

Your remuanatlm will be that . . dawa for die
pe•or of die parllb. all ..._ to die ..-a11

ww•...,.••lag.

We wtM to C&Jr8 tlala occaeka to CCMDmepd J011 for
JOUr wlaua prll«ly Jabon la die Arc'""oc 11e, ud we an
1lllll JG1 wW cmgt•• 10 do a. wort ID Cbe . .rlall to wlllcb we ue

('!CW,....,

_,....JOU.

c•ecello.r

: .tU.a..w.,r.

Fmacl8 J. L-eek, Vk:u Deleaete
Rn. lUcbard P. Buda, Admlalllerator
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REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
POST OFFICE BOX 1979

.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690
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REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER

PROFESSION OF FAITH

REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER
,
\

I also 11n11&11
way of solemn p11'YJ1<1llnCE~li'lt\:

concerning the doc:triII'
regarding the mystery
Primacy of the Ro

defined by
<l'd.Wflry magisterium,
cially the doctrines
f the Mass, and the

I promise before Cod
11159 South Loomis St.,

(SEAL)

(Note: • The Profession of Faith is made and the Oath taken before the Ordinary of the place
or his D legate by the following: the Vicar General;· the Diocesan Consultors; the Censor of books;
Paston;,. onfessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise their functions; Clerics
called to Subdiaconate; and Superiors and Professors in the Major Seminary.
A priest takes an oath with his right hand on his breast.)
-~
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Office of the Vicar General

ATIESTATION OF ACT OF INSTALLATION
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, AMEN.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness R>pe Paul Vl, His Eminence
John Cardinal Cody, being Archbishop of Chicago, I do hereby attest that
the
REV.Al\J':::'H:;:N1r J. VADER.

duly appointed pastor whose letteir of appointmeilt bears the date of March 13,
19709
has on this date in accordance with Canon Law (Canon 461) and

the statutes of the ArchdioceGe of Chicago taken canonical possessioo. of
the parish of

Dated: March 26, 1970

,.
~

.

.....

'
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REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER

June 29. 1970

a..~J. Vader
Hol7 Name ot Mary Rectory
11159 s. Lonm.18 Strw
Qllcwp. IJlblola 606a

la reply to JODI' req • for permlHloa to am•
,.reeU from JOU putllb. 1am P'-"' la accorduce with CaJlcm

465... to appoint die ~Jam• J. C-no\ly .. Vicar sua.tlt1U
Md IO ara- ldm the W:.Ml'J ilcu1tla to care for tbe parlala Gir&aa
JOUI' ab9mc:e from Jaly 2. 1970 to Avpa 2, 1970.
Vader,
Very trulJ J011r8 la

c::aara.t,

Cbe•cellor

n1"'• m a.a•• _.

r.s.

1a .,... ta.r we w01 . . 1ae dltlafed 1a
of Ille pui811i19, I w-1d 1W1&1 •dial ,_ arr-. to ban die ' - I Report
forma r.....i before 1'11J 11, 1970.

+J.P.c.

a.. Maar. Prwlll A. Bnclda, Vicar Del.....
a.. )alM9 J. C«wmollJ, Vicar Sulntltuee

cc: &I:.

l
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REV. ANTHONY]. VADER

May 14, 1971

RdYeread Anthony J. Vader
Holy Name of Mary Rectory
11159 South Loomis Struet

Chicago, Illinois 60643

Dear Patber Vader:
This wlll acknowledge your rcqui.?st tor pi!rmisldon
to absent yourself from your pari•h. I am pleased, ln accordance
with Canon 465,4, to appoint the R.evi;:r~nd Leo J. Belaal'\!r, S.J.,
as Vicar Substitute ud to grant him tbe necia•nry faculties to care
for the parish durlng your ab1enc.;: from May 14, 1971 to June 4,

1971.
With every sincere good wish, I remain,
Very truly your• In Chrtlt,

Arcbblsbop of Qdcago

Vice Cwlcellor

acs Rn.

Mssr.

Prada A. lnclda, Vicar Delepte

Rn. Leo J. Bel• 3e:, S.J., Vicar Sd>stltuta

.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Office of the Archbishop

'

August 22, 1972

(·

'

Reverend Anthony J. Vader, M.A.
Pastor, Holy Name of Mary Church
11159 s. Loomis
Chicago, Illinois 60643

Dear Father Vader,
I am pleased to appoint you as part-time instructor
on the Faculty of Niles College of Loyola University, while
retaining your present duties as Pastor of Holy Name of Mary
parish, Chicago, Illinois.
This appointment ls effective immediately.
Wlshlng you every blessing and priestly success ln
thia new aaalgmnent, and with kindest persoual regards, I am,
dear Father Vader,
Very truly yours ln Christ,

Archbiahop of Chicago

Chancellor

cc: Rnereml William o. Goedert, Rector
Pldllets' Persomiel Board
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Office of the Archbishop

®

December 6, .i972

Reverend Alltbolly J. Vader, Pdtor
Holy Name of Mary bctory
U159 s. Loamla Street
Chicago, lWaoUI 606'3
Dear Father Vader,

la nply to ywr requeet for perml8aloa to abaent
yourself from your parlab. l am pleued, I.A accordance wllb

Caaon 465, •. to awot• tbe ~Willard J. Meyer u Viau
Subedtute aad to put him tbe mc11•ry faculdee to can for
the pariah Glrlna ,.r ab9eace from December 20, to jamaary 20.
1973.

very truly yoara la <.ltdat,

Co-Clwlc:ellor

cc: Re'I. Mtlgr. Prada A. kackln - Vicar Delepte
Rneread Willard J. Meyer - Vicar Subcttute
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
POST OFl'ICE IOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60690

May 17, 1973

Dear Father Vader.
In reply to your request for permission to absent
yourself from your parish, I am pleased, in accordance with
dw
Canon 465, 4, to appoint the
Vicar Substitute and to grant ~'tfi?necJMlrr\r¥tJffifift to
care for the parish during your absence from u...
......,

-Y 17, ton-.y

25. 1973.
With evecy sincere good wish, I remain,
Vecy truly yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Chicago

Co- Chancellor

cc: Vicar Delegate - Regionvu _Rey. Msgr. Francis Brackin
Vicar Substitute - Rf!V. u!lllard
,..
n
,vaeyer

·.
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PRIESTS' FILE: VADER., REV. ANTHONY J.

Jae 25, 1987

Dear Pather Ya4er:
·1.t the Pru~ral Senate ...uac of Jue

:u,

1987, unan.i. .

approftl waa &i'l'e&\ ta .,. appoiattq yov and a awabu of other pastor•
te

ton a

P••~fR'•

l&Ylew lo&rd (c. 1742).

&Jpelattq you aa a ._bu of
lt a

W• 1load

attuatin sllovld oc.esu:

CIU*lBeatly, I aa hereby

for a pe;:led •f tl&rea years.

.ta tilbh:h there are ••rlou

leader•klJ•

I will ei.o.e two or ~~ of
the uabes• of ,the Paatera 1.•rlew loard to dYlse . . ., Wb.1.le ,. b
upd t.'htt tt •ill k ...u ..."7 to c:a11.vpoa rous ••i•tuc.•,'·t::u

,-.uea.a

e'M11t a pa•ter• •

·vei:y 1r•tefal f•r.

row: v1111apeat

to aern ..

Wit.h cortial io•d wi•has, I ~·

n.e l•vent'l4 Aael\oay J.
w..e of Ma.,lllSt s. Lo•i•

lloly

Yader

Padah

Chica.ge, Illineia 'Oi4$

JLB:B.LK/cO

..
1>~,

I•

~rf'
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Office of the Archbishop

February 1, 1990

Dear Tony,
In light of the recommendation of the Sabbatical
Board, I am pleased to grant your request for a sabbatical
beginning June 15, 1990 through August 31, 1990.
Please inform Fr. Ken Velo and Fr. Wayne Prist of
your address(es) during this time.
The appointment is made with the understanding
that you will return to Holy Name of Mary after your
sabbatical.
Following Archdiocesan and Sabbatical Board Policy,
Holy Name of Mary will pay your salary for the period
of the 2~-month sabbatical. The Center for Development
in Ministry will pay tuition, room and board expenses.
May I take this opportunity to thank you for
your fine work at Holy Name of Mary as well as for
your thirty-eight years of service to the Archdiocese.
As you look forward to this important transition
in your priesthood, please know that you have my support
and prayers. Please pray for me as well.
With cordial good wishes, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Anthony Vader
Holy Name of Mary Church
11159 s. Loomis Street
Chicago, IL .60643
cc: /Rev. Kenneth Velo
Rev. Wayne F. Prist
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board
Rev. Lawrence Duris
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MISCONDUCT POLICIES

?\

I acknowledge that I have read and am familiar with the Archdiocesan
policies and procedures regarding sexual misconduct with minors, adopted
September 21, 1992.
Please send me a copy

Signature:

I

;

/

Name (printed):
Address:
City, State, Zip:

7
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ARCHDIOCE' CHICAGO
Post Office Box I 979
Chicago. Illinois 60690

Office of the Archbishop

April 21, 1993

Dear Father Vader:
At the Presbyteral Council meeting of March 9, 1993, unanimous
approval was given to my appointing you and a nwnber of other
pastors to form a Pastors Review Board (c. 1742). Consequently, I
am hereby appointing you as a member of this board for a period of
five years.
If a situation should occur in which there are serious
questions about a pastor's leadership, I will choose two or more of
the members of the Pastors Review Board to advise me. Since there
are now thirty-six pastors available to choose from on this panel,
and only two are needed in any given situation, it is likely that
you will be asked to review very few cases and perhaps even none at
all in the next five years.
While it is hoped that it will be unnecessary to call upon
your assistance, I am very grateful for your willingness to serve.
With cordial good wishes, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~op~~.~
Given at the Chancery

~9-f~
Chancellor

Reverend Anthony J. Vader
Holy Name of Mary Parish
11159 South Loomis Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643

AOC 020773

ARCHDIOCES' CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Diocesan Administrator

January 7, 1997

Dear Tony,
It was good to meet with you on Monday, December 30, 1996. As
I mentioned at our meeting, I am writing to you as a follow-up to our
discussion.

draws near,
Emeritus.

We agreed you would retire on January 31, 1997. As the time
I will be writing a more formal letter to name you Pastor

Please speak with Father Charles Kelly of the Priests'
Retirement and Mutual Aid Association regarding your pension benefits and
other necessary arrangements.
I am sending a copy of this letter to the Priests' Placement
Board so that the process to select a successor can begin.
You have
indicated that you will be living at Sacred Heart Mission. I will have the
Board include this in the Parish Profile so that the applicants will be
appropriately informed.
Tony, I wish to thank you for all you have done during your 44
years of priesthood and especially for your leadership and service at Holy
Name of Mary parish for 29 years. Know of my continued prayers and support,
as well as my gratitude.
With cordial good wishes, I remain

Reverend Anthony J. Vader
Holy Name of Mary
11159 S Loomis Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643

AOC 020774

.,
Reverend Anthony J. Vader
January 7, 1997 - Page Two

cc:

Archbishop of Chicago - file
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Vicar for Administration
~verend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests
Most Reverend Timothy J. Lyne, Vicar for Senior Priests
Most Reverend George V. Murry SJ, Vicar
Reverend Lawrence M. Duris, Dean
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board
Reverend Charles F. Kelly, PRMAA
Reverend Patrick Pollard, PRMAA
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MEMORANDUM

Ralph Bonaccors~ Victim Assistance Ministry
Rev. James .Kaczerowski, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
../Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review
John O'Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Thomas Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the PFRB
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests

TO:

FROM:

. ~Adf'mm1strat1ve
. . . As.
a ommo,
s1stant .
Laura Nen·p1
Professional Fitness Review Office

DATE:

September 30, 2002

RE:

[PFR-137] Vader, Rev. Tony (Retired)/

Attached is a copy of an allegation received by this office. We are opening a file and
Leah McCluskey, Interim Professional Fitness Review Administrator will begin the Review
Process by attempting to arrange an interview with
Please advise
iliiiiilillormation you may have in your files regarding Vader, Tony/

Thank you.

Attachment
cc:

Most Rev. Raymond E. Goedert

A:/PCAC Notification Memo

AOC 020776

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have a right to report accusations of child abuse to the Illinois
Department of Children and Family Services. (The Department of Children and
Family Services "hotline" telephone number is 1-800-252-2873). You also have a
right to report such accusations to the State's Attorney's Office or other law
enforcement agencies. (The Cook County State's Attorney's telephone number is
312-603-5440 (direct); the Lake County State's Attorney's telephone number is
847-377-3000 (main#) or 847-360-6644 (direct). Ifyou have any questions as to
how to make such a report you may refer those questions to the Department of
Children and Family Services or the State's Attorney's Office.

*****************
I have read and understood the above notice. A representative of the
Archdiocese has given me a copy of the Department of Children and Family
Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting laws. The representative of
. the Archdiocese whose name appears below has not discouraged me in any way
from reporting to the authorities.

(Date)

(Signature)

(Print Name)
I presented a copy of this "Important Notice" and a copy of the Department
of Children and Family Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting
laws to the person whose printed name and signature appears above, on the date
iildicated in this document.

(Date)

(Print Name)

AOC 020777

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have a right to report accusations of child abuse to the Illinois
Department of Children and Family Services. (The Department of Children and
Family Services "hotline" telephone number is 1-800-252-2873). You also have a
right to report such accusations to the State's Attorney's Office or other law
enforcement agencies. (The Cook County State's Attorney's telephone number is
312-603-5440 (direct); the Lake County State's Attorney's telephone number is
847-377-3000 (main#) or 847-360-6644 (direct). If you have any questions as to
how to make such a report you may refer those questions to the Department of
Children and Family Services or the State's Attorney's Office.

*****************
I have read and understood the above notice. A representative of the
Archdiocese has given me a copy of the Department of Children and Family
Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting laws. The representative of
the Archdiocese whose name appears below has not discouraged me in any way
from reporting to the authorities.

(Date)

(Signature)

(Print Name)
I presented a copy of this "Important Notice" and a copy of the Department
of Children and Family Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting
laws to the person whose printed name and signature appears above, on the date
mdicated in this document.

(Date

AOC 020778

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces a memorandum to file prepared by Leah McCluskey, Interim
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, dated
November 10, 2002, summarizing Victim KG's allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. Anthony
Vader. According to the summary, Victim KG alleged that she was abused by Fr. Vader in
approximately 1955-1956, when Victim KG was approximately 10-11 years old. The abuse
occurred multiple times over a period of approximately one year and consisted of Fr. Vader
fondling Victim KG's breasts and asking Victim KG to remove her clothing so Fr. Vader could
see her breasts and pubic area. Victim KG also alleged that Fr. Vader abused her sister, Victim
KF.

AOC 020779

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces a memorandum to file prepared by Leah McCluskey, Interim
Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, dated
November 11, 2002, summarizing Victim KF' s allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. Anthony Vader.
According to the summary, Victim KF alleged that she was abused by Fr. Vader in
approximately 1958-1959, when Victim KF was approximately 12-13 years old. The abuse
consisted of one instance of Fr. Vader fondling Victim KF' s breasts over the clothes. Victim KF
also alleged that Fr. Vader abused her sister, Victim KG and that Victim KF and a friend
confronted Fr. Vader about Victim KF's alleged abuse approximately ten years ago.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
-O-ffi-1c_e_o_f_P_r_o_fe_s_si_o_na_l_F_it-n-es_s_R_e_v-ie-w---,.,
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676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
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Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File- PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review
R~~lb

Re:

Anthony Vader's/\Allegation of Sexual Misconduct of

Date:

November 26, 2002

Date of Interview: November 15, 2002

Administra~

Time: 10:30 a.m.

Present at Interview
Anthony Vruler [AV], accused
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA]
Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests [VP]
Face-to-Face Interview
Anthony Vader [AV] was on time for the 10:30am scheduled meeting at the Vicar for Priests
Office. After introductions were macle, PFRA described the responsibilities of the Office of
Professional Fitness Review as well as those of PFRA. AV stated that he had chosen not to have
an attorney present as suggested by VP upon their original phone conversation regarding the
allegations of misconduct macle against him [AV].

PFRA then read the allegations of sexual misconduct made against him by
• . In regards to.·stating that she
confronted AV
:oximately 10 years ago, AV stated that he does not recall the meeting. He stated, ''No, she
didn't come. I would have remembered someone [coming to see him] with an allegation"
AV stated that he was ~ned to Holy Name of Mary 10 years ago and again stated, ''No, she
•
never came [with.IO years ago to confront AV]. It would have been burned into my
memory."
AV then stated, "I don't know w - i s neither do I know either of the
- s i s t e r s . " As per AV,~ but that's all."

AOC 020781

Response to Allegation - PFR-137
November 15, 2002
Page2

VP asked AV if he recalled two African American women visiting him [at Holy Name of Mary].
AV replied that "all of my work has been with African Americans, so that [being visited by two
African American women] would not be out of the ordinary." When asked by VP, AV stated, "I
deny all allegations of misconduct."

VP informed AV that once PFRA was able to speak with • regarding a meeting 10 years ago
with
VP would contact AV. As per· AV, he would welcome the phone call

II

Upon the end of the interview, VM discussed with AV the process of PFRA presenting the
allegations and responses to the Review Board. PFRA then asked AV if he had any additional
questions. AV asked if~d her sister were "African American girls." PFRA stated that.
and her sister are both African American AV was cooperative throughout the interview.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 020782

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

t

Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File-PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Interim, Profi:ssional Fitness Review Administrator62)

Re:

Date:

lllliiiiiliiliionse to Allegation of Sexual Misconduct o f -

November 26, 2002

Date of Intenriew: November 15. 2002

Time: 10:30 a.m.

Present at Intenriew
Anthony Vader [AV], accused
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Interim. Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA]
Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests [VP]
Face-to-Face Intenriew
Anthony Vader [AV] was on time for the 10:30 a.m. scheduled meeting at the Vicar for Priests
Office. After introductions were made, PFRA described the responsibilities of the Office of
Professional Fitness Review as well as those of PFRA. AV stated that he had chosen not to have
an attorney present as suggested by VP upon their original phone conversation regarding the
allegations of misconduct made against him [AV].

PFRA then read the allegations of sexual misconduct made against him by
at
AV began by stating that he did not recall there being a
Holy Cross, but then corrected himself by stating that there "might have been" - a t the
mentioned school.

When asked by PFRA and VP, AV stated, "I certainly do not
remember the young lady . . ." However, AV stated that the name o-sister
"rings a bell." AV again stated that he "does not recall anything about
[at Holy Cross]." He also stated that he does not recall visiting-home.

AOC 020783

Response to Allegation - PFR-137
November 15, 2002
Page2

AV stated that he was assigned to Holy Cross from 1952-1964 and that Fr. Bob Doyle was the
pastor until 1958. Upon the departure of Fr. Doyle, Fr. Martin "Doc" Farrell was the pastor at
Holy Cross. At the time that AV was assigned to Holy Cross the following priests were
associates: John Cardiff [currently assigned to St. Linus], Leo Mann [currently assigned to St.
Mary of the Woods], Jim Kenny [deceased], and George Kane [alive, unsure of current
assignment].
When asked by PFRA and VP if he recalls visiting homes when assigned to Holy Cross, AV
stated that he did "visit all homes ... [but I] wouldn't go into the home if the parents were not
home." When asked by VP, AV stated that he has never participated in misconduct ''with
anyone."
AV stated that Fr. Mann, Fr. Kane, and himself would meet every evening in the pastor's room
and that they "all knew what the others [priests] were doing." AV stated that he and the other
priests would also meet two nights per week for instruction classes.

After leaving Holy Cross in 1964, AV stated that he was assigned to St. Lawrence.
Upon the end of the interview, VM discussed with AV the process of PFRA presenting the
allegations and responses to the Review Board. PFRA then asked AV if he had any additional
questions. AV asked i-and her sister were "African American girls." PFRA stated that.
and her sister are both African American. AV was extremely calm and cooperative throughout
the interview.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 020784

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces a memorandum to the Review Board Members from Leah McCluskey,
Interim Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review,
dated December 10, 2002, summarizing a phone conversation with a friend of Victim KF
regarding Victim KF's allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. Anthony Vader when Victim KF was a
minor. According to the summary, Victim KF's friend was able to corroborate Victim KF's
assertion that she and the friend confronted Fr. Vader about the alleged abuse approximately ten
years previously.

AOC 020785

Date

Name
Address
City
Dear,
I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr.
Vader.
I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest.
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

ff6

sfc__

AOC 020786

I've received your letteyfilled with dismay about the accusations against Fr. Tony Vader. I am
grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr. Vader.
I share your dismay, be~a
. Vader has ~1:1~~,g~P.:t?[O~an.o<!J3fPJPJllary priest. God has used
'
him to do much good.
liowevef;"tllat eveilVery j5oa pe'bple can do something.-.~~
¢!iiiJMIU~. The Review oard which receive"d the accusation deliberated long and hard before
~ "udging that there is reasonable cause to believe the accuser's story. The accusation was not
lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be taken very seriously. The policy now is
to remove a priest from active ministry while the accusation is submitted to the canonical trial
process. I would like to believe that this next step will bring forth evidence to show that Fr.
Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Fr. Vader, especially with your prayers.
This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank you for
writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Francis Cardinal George, OMI
Archbishop of Chicago

AOC 020787

Office of Professional Responsibility

PFR-137 -Anthony Vader
". ,.

July 1, 2003 to December 31, 20,03
Monthly Schedule ·
Dates/Times.

Event (Therapy, Spriritual Direction,
Vacation , etc.) Where, When, How
Long ·
·

Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor,
Monitor, ~t~. {Include names)

Yellowstone National Park

Fr. Anthony Vader

February 24, 2003

March 3, 10, 17, 24,
2003

March 31, 2003 & April
7, 14, 21, 2003

May 5, 12, 19/03

June 6, 9, 16, 23, 2003

July 28, 2003 and
August 8, 25, 2003

September 7-19, 2003

AOC 020788
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Office of Professional Responsibility

PFR-137 -Anthony Vader

r
l

l

July 1, 2003 to December 31, 2003
Monthly Schedule

Dates/Times

Event (Therapy, Spriritual Direction,
Vacation, etc.) Where, When, How
Long

November 30, 2003 December 7, 2003

Belize, Central America

I

Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor,
Monitor, etc. (Include names)
(Traveling
companions)

AOC 020789

.

. ..

~

Office of Professional Responsibility

PFR-137 -Anthony Vader

l

July 1, 2003 to December 31, 2003
Monthly Schedule
Dates/Times

Event (Therapy, Spriritual Direction,
Vacation , etc.) Where, When, How
Long

Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor,
Monitor, etc. (Include names)

Yellowstone National Park

Permission not given for trip - due to no
identifying monitor given

February 24, 2003

March 3, 10, 17, 24,
2003

March 31, 2003 & April
7, 14, 21, 2003

May 5, 12, 19/03

June 6, 9, 16, 23, 2003

June 30, 2003 & July 7,
28,2003

July 28/03 & August 4,
25, 2003

September 25, 29, 200
& October 6, 13, 20, 27,
2003
September 7-19, 2003
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Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File- PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administratore

Re:

ADDENDUM TO RESPONSE OF ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL
IN AN ACCOUNT
MISCONDUCT MADE BY
BY

Date:

January 3, 2003

Date of Interview: December 16. 2002

Time: 3:00 p.m.

Present at Interview
Fr. Anthony Vader [AV], accused
Mr. Patrick Reardon [PR], AV's attorney
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA]
Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests [VP]
Face-to-Face Interview
Fr. Anthony Vader [AV] and his attorney Patrick Reardon [PR] were on time for the 3:00pm
scheduled meeting at the Vicar for Priests Office. After introductions were made, PFRA
described the responsibilities of the Office of Professional Fitness Review as well as those of
PFRA. PFRA also explained the~o AV and PR. At PR's re uest, PFRA
also explained the basics of b o t h - - - - a n d
•
allegations of sexual misconduct against AV.
PFRA then read the account b~ a friend of alleged victim. PFRA had
contacted •at the request ofll regarding • s knowledge o f . initially confronting AV 10
years ago with her allegations of sexual misconduct. PR then asked for PFRA and VP to leave
the room [for approximately 10 minutes] so that PR and AV could speak.
Once PFRA and VP rejoined AV and PR, AV stated, "I categorically deny the incident. . .I never touched -breasts over her clothes." In regards to acknowledging
her family, AV stated that he did recall that the family

AOC 020793

Response-PFR-137
December 16, 2002
Page2

added that he '
home." AV then stated that he did not know where

was never in their
d her family lived at the time.

AV then informed PFRA and VP that he does recall "about 12 years ago two middle aged
[African American] women came to see me [at Holy Name of Mary], but they left in a huff."
When asked by PFRA, AV stated that he does recall that these tWo women came to him and "an
allegation of fondling was made." When asked for clarification of what took place "about 12
years ago" by PFRA, AV stated that he does recall an individual calling him and "setting up an
appointment" to meet with him, but does not remember the name of the person who called him.
AV stated that the individual scheduling the appointment stated, "We'd like to come to see you,"
to which AV responded, "Sure." AV stated that this meeting took place at Holy Name of Mary,
where he has been assigned for 35 years. He stated that "a seminarian" answered the door when
the two women arrived for the appointment. AV informed PFRA and VP that the seminarian has
since left the seminary. AV agreed that the meeting described by both.and.took place,
however AV stated that he "denied.the allegation 12 years ago." He also does recall asking the
woman who alleged the misconduct, "Do you need help?"
AV shared his feelings with PFRA and VP that he was not "in need of a lawyer last time [when
allegations by .andllwere initially read to him]" and that he still "feels the same way." PR
then stated that AV "completely denies" the allegations made by. and. PR also made the
point that the statute of limitations [both civil and criminal] ran out in "1963 or so" regarding the
mentioned allegations of misconduct against AV. PFRA and VP then provided PR with
specifics on the allegations made against AV b y . d . as requested by PR.
PFRA and VP then informed AV and PR that the allegations and responses would be brought
before the Review Board in January of2003. VP stated that he would inform AV and PR of the
specific date of when this matter will be brought before the Board.

Cc:

\

'·-~·.:~ ... ·'

Review Board Members
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Patrick Reardon, Attorney
Ralph Bonaccors~ Victim Assistance Ministry
John O'Malley, Legal Services

···'-"···
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Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Oair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

(312)751-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)751-5279

-.

FACSIMILE TRANS MITT AL SHEET
TO:

FROM:

Patrick Reardon

Laura A. Neri-Palomino, Admn. Asst.
DATE:

1/8/03

Attorney
FAX NUMBER:

TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER:

9
PHONE NUMBER:

PHONE NUMBER:

312-751-5205
RE:

Response Reports

0

URGENT

D

FOR REVIEW

0

PLEASE COMMENT

DPLEASE REPLY

D

PLEASE RECYCLE

Mr. Reardon,
I am sending you copies of the Response Reports from your clients, • • • • • • • •
~r. Anthony Vader.

I thought you should have them since the allegations against them will be presented at the
Board Meeting on Saturday, January 11, 2003.

Laura

Confidential

AOC 020795

TRR~lSM I SS I ON-REPORT

TIME
TEL 1-lUMBER
NAME

~lBR

DATE

TIME

208

JAN.08

15:21

DURATirn

04/44

PGS
89

TO

JAN 08 '03

15:25
1-312-751-5279
PROF. F I TNESS REI.) I EL<J

MODE

STRTUS

G3

rn<

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Fitness Review Board
Saturday, January 11, 2003
MINUIES

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Interim, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA]

r)'i
V

Non-members absent:
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Approval of Minutes - December 21, 2002

II.

Case Reviews
First Stage Review:
A

AOC 020797

MINTIJES - January 11, 2003

Page2

B.

C. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader [AV] [Retired]-PFR-137
A. The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation of
The claim is as follows: AV fondled • ' s
breasts under her clothing and AV directed-to expose her breasts and vaginal
area to him.
In a wianimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to
suspect that Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The
Board recommends that AV
. The Board
also recommends that AV be moved to a monitored setting, such as residing at
Mundelein.

2. The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation of
The claim is as follows: AV fondled•s breasts over
her clothing.
In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to
suspect that Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The

AOC 020798

MINTUES - January 11, 2003
Page 3

Board recommends that AV
. The Board
also recommends that AV be moved to a monitored setting, such as residing at

Mundelein.
D.

AOC 020799

MINTIJES - January 11, 2003
Page4

Second Stage Reviews:

A.

III.

Other

•

•
•
•

AOC 020800

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box I 979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Fitness Review Board
Saturday, January 11, 2003 -10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
AGENDA

1.

Approval of Minutes - December 21, 2002

11.

Case Reviews
First Stage Reviews:
A.

C. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired)-PFR-137
and
• Allegations made by
D.

Second Stage Review:
A.

III.

Other
Holy Saturday, April 19, 2003

The two meetings scheduled in February are February 1st and February 15th, 2003.

AOC 020801

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGu
Professional Fitness Review Board
676 North St Clair - Suite 1910
Chicago. IL 60611

f

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Fitness Review Board met on

~irst Stage Review

(check one:J

\ \ i \ \ lF2

to conduct a

(enter date: monthldaylyeatj

0 Second Stage Review D Supplementary Review

D Status Report

regarding the allegation of

:'1

against _

(ent1 name of alleged victim

___._Ai
......@
...............tl
. . .·1.......
V\--t-\f-\tm. . . U£
. . . . . . . .________________
(enter name of accused priest or deacon)

~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(check one:)

D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

ban extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of_..,..--..,..---~_,..,..,,___ _ _ __
(enter name of [Arch}diocese)

D a religious priest or deacon of _ __ , . . - - - - - . , - - - - - - - - - - - - (enter name of religious community)

D a resigned priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of diocese or religious community)

D a deceased priest or deacon of _ _...,.....--~--...,,..,..--_,,-----
<enter name of diocese or religious community)

(enter brief description of the alleged misconduct or inappropriate behavior.

VVVvJW( fv ~ K pvsc b?i' br',ct&-sf? OV'M( ViJt~tt£
()j({k
In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one:J

'o{lere is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
Wthere is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one:)

\a{}he priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
rministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.

et4

J.. vvf ~
l'1lktl' 0r__ VVUJVtt7l
ho UL tnovi1 fur&<
tzW4 tU ~~ _

CcCOvYI ~-eds
<;(I

f-tJtf!J:( /\ .

tiv'ViVOvimoVlf-

AOC 020802

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

-Pr_o_fu-ss-io-nru-Fit-n-~-sR-e-v1-·ew_B_o~-d-----~,
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

(312)751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

· ·. · .

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Fitness Review Board met on
(check one:J

)iJirst Stage Review

{ J({~

0?

to conduct a

(ente;~e: mOfrtliidaylyear)

0 Second Stage Review 0 Supplementary Review

0 Status Report

regarding the allegation of
~

. {enter name of alleged victim)

against __~.....,__
..........
rtt. 1V\
. . ___'(__Vi_(y{e{"
________________________
(enter name of accused priest rir deacon)

~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(check one:)

.

D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(enter name of [Arch]diocese)

D a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

0 a resigned priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of diocese or religious community)

D a deceased priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of diocese or reUgious community)

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one:J

Vi'lere is reasonable cause to suspect th at the alleged misconduct occurred.
tOthere is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one:)

~e priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.
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AOC 020803

ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Laura A Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant

Re:

Anthony Vader (Retired)

Date:

January 13, 2003

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on January 11,
2003:
The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation o f . The claim is as follows: AV fondled.'s breasts under her
to expose her breasts and vaginal area to him.
In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to suspect that
Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Board recommends that AV
. The Board also recommends that AV be moved to a
monitored setting, such as residing at Mundelein.

AOC 020804

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Laura A Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant

Re:

Anthony Vader (Retired)

Date:

January 13, 2003

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on January 11,
2003:
The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review regarding the allegation o f The claim is as follows: AV fondled • s breasts over her clothing.
In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to suspect that
Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Board recommends that AV
The Board also recommends that AV be moved to a
monitored setting, such as residing at Mundelein.

AOC 020805

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

••

---,-~
Office of Professional Fitness Review
Post Office Box 1979
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

January 14, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003. The
rts in the matter of Fr. Anthony Vader [Retired]
Board fully considered all ral and written
in the allegation made by
A First Stage Review was conducted
pursuant to Article §1104.08 of the Review Process r ontinuation of Ministry.
The Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to suspect that Anthony Vader engaged in
sexual misconduct with a minor.
In a unanimous-6-0 vote,~the Board-recommends-that Er.JIader
- · The Board also recommends that Fr. Vader be moved to a monitored setting, such__ _
as residing at Mundelein.
If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.

IA·

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admiillstlrattt
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Cc:

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar
John O'Malley, Legal Services
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ARCHIDCESE QF CHICAGO

PROFESSIOl!IAI. FITNESS REVIEW

AOC 020806

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
_O_ffi_c_e_o_f_P_r-ofi-e-ss-io_n_a_l_F-it-n-es_s_R_e_v-ie_w_ _ _,
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _P_o_st_O_ffi_c_e_B_o_x_l9_7_9
.' ,

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

January 14, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003. The
Board fully considered al~orts in the matter of Fr. Anthony Vader [Retired]
in the allegation made b y . . - - . - . A First Stage Review was conducted pursuant to
Article §1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Board recommends that there is reasonable cause to suspect that Anthony Vader engaged in
sexual misconduct with a minor.
In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Board recommends that Fr. Vader
- · The Board also recommends that Fr. Vader be moved to a monitored setting, such
as residing at Mundelein.

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.
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L.;,.h McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Adm· istrat r
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Cc:

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar
John O'Malley, Legal Services
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ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

AOC 020807

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

January 29, 2003

RECEIVED

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611

H:8 1 0 2003
ARCHIDCESE OF CHICAGO
MOffSSIDNAlRTmSREVIEW

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of January 14, 2003, regarding the matter of Rev. Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the
following
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the allegation made by
the First Stage Review conducted by the Review Board on January 11, 2003.
In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept
the Board's determination that there is a reasonable cause to suspect that Fr. Vader engaged in
sexual misconduct with a minor. Given the fact that Father Vader is retired, the question of his
residence will have to be examined further. However, I accept the recommendation that he

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sir::mz::t,

~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

AOC 020808

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

January 29, 2003

RECEIVED

FEB l 0 2003

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL·6061 l
Dear Ms. McCluskey,

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of January 14, 2003, regarding the matter of Rev. ~retired priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the allegation made b y - following the First
Stage Review conducted by the Review Board on January 11, 2003.
In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept
the Board's determination that there is a reasonable cause to suspect that Fr. Vader engaged in
sexual misconduct with a minor. Given the fact that Father Vader is retired, the question of his
residence will have to be examined further. However, I accept the recommendation that he

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Si?::z:t:~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Most Reverei:id Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

AOC 020809
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AOC 020813

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020814

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020815

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020816

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Address

,-

AOC 020817

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020818

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020819

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020820

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020821

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020822

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020823

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020824

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020825

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020826

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address
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AOC 020827

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,

R1~~ ~} 2~;~! D
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OFFICE OF THE
ARCHBISHOP

As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020828

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
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As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look fonvard to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name
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AOC 020829

(773) :!33-3955

SACRED HEART CHURCH
11662 CHUACH STREET

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643

My Ve.tVL Fili.pi.no

Am~.JL.t.ciut

Family,

1 'm ve.JUj, veJuj .i.mpJt.U.&e.d, gJutte.6u.l a.nd
a.ppJt.ecl.at.i..ve. 06 a1.1.. tjou.JL .6u..ppoJLt. Yau.
h.IJ.ve no 1.de.a. h.ow eam6oJLti.ng ,tw h.a.6
be.e.n .to me. Pl.e.tUe kee.p me .in fJOIJ.lr.
p1U1..tjeJL.6 •

1 want you. Zll lz.now .that I am .i.n.noc.e.n.t.,
.tha..t 1 hil..ve. ne.vvi. .i.n mlj U~d.i.me. t:Duc.he.d
thue. ~ A.1..6.teJU wka ha..ve. b,,_ot.A.ght the.
il.CC1L6a.U.O nil whi.c.h. .&o.p po.6 ed.ty () c.c.wrJt.e.d
whi..te I uJa.A a;t Holy CJL0.6.6 Chu.Jr.eh.
I have had one he.tVWtg, bu..t= .the
impolth:tnt heaJU.ng4 41le. .6.tiU w c.ome.
When the.IJ wilL be., I don' .t know. I have.

tmo a.:t.:taJUt.e.tjJJ 60"- the. ci..v..U a.c.t.i..on a.nd
will ha.ve. a. ~on .la.J»ye.JL.
Ple.iue. ph.tl..!J 60.Jr.. me a.nd 1 'U pJtay 60.IL
you.•
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(773) 2J3·3955

SACRED HEART CHURCH
11652 CHURCH STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643

Fe.bJwaJty 2003
--

- ·..,,)

FJutnc.Ll CaJtcii..nal.. Ge.oJz.ge. OMI
Attc.hbiA hop
Attc.hcii..o c.u e o 6 Ch.i.c.a.g o
PO Box. 1979

Ch.i.c.a.go IL

60690

Ve.alt Ca.tr.d.i.na.l Ge.ottge.,
The people 06 Sa.c.1te.d He.aJtt, lUi well lUi .the
c.ommanity, ha.ve. Mke.d wha..t .they c.a.n do .to
-6appo!t.t Fa.the.It Va.de.It.
Pet.u.ion-6 -6J..gne.d by .thue. people aJte
e.nc.lo-6ed, .to let yoa know how mac.h .they
c.aJte.

Addi.ti..onal.. peli,t.,i.an 601tm-6 ttec.tlved will
be -6e.nt on .to yoa.
Tha.nk yoa,
Fttom All .the People 06
Sa.c.1te.d He.aJtt
c./ Fa.the.It J a.mu Ka.c.z ottow-6 IU.
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February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020834

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I
Archbishop Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.:
I am writing this letter to you to inform you of my whole-hearted support of Father
Anthony Vader. When I heard of the allegations made against Father Vader, I was dismayed and
appalled that such falsity could gain any credence in a civil society. And I am gravely
disappointed in a system that would entertain such obviously false allegations.
I speak to you on many levels. First, I speak to you as a life-long Catholic. I have been
steadfastly supportive of the Church on many levels. Defending it, during scandals, supporting
it, monetarily and with my faith in the Lord. It never has been easy being a Catholic in today's
society, but I have felt that my faith has always been strong. It has always been a source of
strength when I needed comfort. I am proud of my faith, I am proud of my religion. And my
strength, belief and faith were greatly nurtured by Father Anthony Vader. Father Vader has been
a pillar of my Catholic upbringing as well as my secular upbringing. Father Vader has said most
of the masses that I attended in my young life. He baptized my younger brother as well as all of
my cousins and recently he married my older brother. Father Vader has always been there
through every heartbreak, every triumph, and every mundane life event that a person can go
through. He has always shared, lead and guided my family, my friends and myself throughout
our lives.
I have known Father Vader since I was a little girl. I never doubted his spiritual
guidance and love for my family and me. Numerous times, throughout my life, I have been
alone with Father Vader. And NEVER would Father Vader ever do anything inappropriate, he is
always loving and giving and the most pleasant of company, but NEVER inappropriate in any
way. And this is one of the reasons why I feel so strongly about the falsity of these allegations. I
grew up with Father Vader, along with most of my friends and family, he is and always will be
trusted with our lives, and now as we grow older with our children's lives.
Second, I speak to you as a social worker. I have spent most of my post college career, in
social services. I spent two years after college working at a group home for abused and
neglected children. I went on to get my social work degree at University of California, Berkeley.
I spent most of my time in California, specializing in sexual abuse and sexual offenders at
Giarretto Institute in San Jose, California. I did intense clinical intake, assessment, and therapy
with sexual abuse victims, non- offending parents and sexual offenders. I know every single, in
and out of sexual offense and the cycle of a sexual offender. I have done intense group therapy
sessions with sexual offenders and understand comprehensively, the characteristics of a sexual
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offender. This is how I know, without reservation, that the allegations against Father Vader are
absolutely and completely false. He holds none of the characteristics exhibited by sexual
offenders. He does not have anything close to the repeated cycle of an untreated sexual offender.
On the contrary, Father Vader has always upheld the values, principles and ideals of the Catholic
Church. He has been completely ethical and moral in every possible way.
Third, I speak to you as an attorney. I have spent much of my law school career, being a
champion for sexual abuse victims. I worked many hours at the Illinois Attorney General's
Office in the Sexually Violent Persons Unit of the Criminal Enforcement Division. Prosecuting
life-long sexual offenders was second nature to me in the two years that I worked at the Attorney
General's Office. Knowing a case, the intricate, lengthy details of a sexual offenders life became
a part of my everyday working life. It is what I know, it is what I breathe, and it is what I
understand. As a result, I look at cases, bad side always in the forefront, never giving the benefit
of the doubt to them and they are lifelong offenders with many victims in their wake.
And as a result, with my prosecution background I can tell you with absolute certainty
that Father Vader is so far from those people. He is quite the opposite in fact and in life. Father
Vader cares and loves deeply-- it is his greatest quality. He has upheld the ideals and the morals
of the Catholic Church for as long as I have known him. He has done this better than any other
person in the priesthood that I have ever met.
I hope this letter reflects my deepest sorrow that these false allegations have been
initiated against Father Vader. I am deeply concerned and hope my words are taken genuinely
and seriously. I believe the greatest sadness in this situation is that Father Vader has been taken
out of the active ministry. It is a great loss to the Catholic Church and the countless parishioners
and other Catholics that he has guided through hard and trying times that our world is now
facing. It is my greatest hope that this loss is not permanent and I urge you to do whatever is
possible to bring Father Vader back into active ministry. I say this because I know with my
deepest convictions, both personally and professionally that these allegations are baseless, untrue
and complete fiction.
Please contact me for any further questions or information or if there is anything I can do
further to bring Father Vader back into active ministry. I will continue to pray for Father Vader
as I hope you will too.
Respectfully,

CC: Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Most Rev. Raymond Goedert
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Dear Cardinal George,
We have just learned of the allegation made against our
retired pastor Father Vader. These reportedly date back 40 plus
years and as a result, we are told Father Vader cannot celebrate
Mass and must remain at the retreat house in Mundelein for at
least 30 days. This news is a shock and unbelieveable to
everyone.
I am 30 years old and have been raise and educated through
the Catholic church. I attended St. John Fisher grammer school,
Mother McAuley High School, and Saint Xavier University. I have
attended mass every week and sometimes during the week my whole
life. I have run across many priest with alot of different
styles, some very inspirational but very few like Father Vader.
Father Vader has been very special to me personally, he has
always been kind and shows a real commitment to his church and
parishioners. I was asked to be a god mother to my nephew and
the baptism was going to take place at Sacred Heart. Father
Vader had a meeting with the parents and god parents explaining
what it meant to be a god parent and the responsiblity that it
holds. Since that time I have been asked two more times to be a
god mother and neither time was there a meeting or a
conversation between myself and the priest, not even an
introduction. Father Vader had taken the time to make the
baptism special for me as the god mother but also the parents, I
take that honor and responsiblity to this child very serious as
a result of Father Vader taking the time to simply talk to us.
Every week I sit in mass and listen to Father Vader talk about
the gospel and how it pertains to our daily life, he talks about
how to be a good parent, child and friend. He encourages us to
keep going when times are difficult. I leave mass every week
feeling refreshed, renewed and with the energy to try harder to
be a better person after listening to Father Vader. I have never
seen a person who could reach out to the old and young and get a
greater response.
Father Vader is an exceptional person and is such an asset
to the Catholic Church, he is a fine example for young priests
and it should be noted. During this difficult time I will
continue to attend mass at Sacred Heart in full support for
Father Vader, because at this time he certainly deserves it. I
do hope and pray everyday that Father Vader will be back at
Sacred Heart as soon as possible because he is needed.
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Thank you for taking the time to listen about someone who
has been very important to me.
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Some .6u.ggv.,t.i.on.6 oOJr.. yoUJt ieftvr.. to Ca.Juli.na.l Ge_ottge.
OIL a..6 .6hoJtt M you_ wi..bh.

It ean be M long

*******
VeaJt CaJtdi..na.l Ge.o ttg e,
have juJ.it ieaJtned o-6 the ai...tegat.i.on-0 made_ aga.iiut ouA tte.t.i.lted PMtott,
FatheJt VadeJt. The..6e ttepo!ttedly date bac.fz_ 40 pfu.6 yeaM and a..6 a tte..6u.U, we_
aJte told Fathvr.. Vadvr.. c_annot c.e.iebJuLte MM.6 and mu,ot tte_ma.in at the Ret!teat
HouJ.ie in Mu_nde.iei.n 60!L at le.Mt 30 day.6. Thi..6 'ne.w.6' L6 a .6hoc_k_ and u_nbeUeveabie
to eveJtyone.

We

We've k.nown FlLthvr.. iJott many (20) yeo.JL!:, and c_annot u.nde.!t.6ta.nd any 06 thi..6.

k.now

fWn a..6

[add yoUJt own WO!Ld.J.i - yo Wt expvU.enc_v., wi.th Fathvr.. Vadvr.. - he.ip

_· fU.ndn~.6, wedcli.ng,o, bapwnu,, e.tc..)
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a kind pe.!t.6on and wondvr..6ul ptr.ie..6t.
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Ret!Le.at fioMe. lLt Mu.nde.ie..i.n, aJLe i.nc.Jtedible, u.nbeUeveabie and ¢ho dung.
Fathett Vadett hM bee.n at OM ChuJtc.h 6oJt moJte than 20 yeaJt.6, a..6 Admi.wburtott
and motte ttec.ente.y, M ttet.i.Jted PMtoJt, c_e.ieb!tat.i.ng MM.6 and mi.ni..6tvU.ng
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being accused of sexual misconduct dating back forty years, I felt extreme
shock and grief I have only known Father Vader for approximately one year. I
w~s
mv former
n~rish T
not
·· --- snirittrnllv
-r---------J lost
---- ~t
--- ---J
-------- r-------- folt
---- no
--- c.onnedion
- ----- ------· T
- folt
---- -T c.onlrl
- - ---- ----

fit in. Our pastor would not even acknowledge our presence unless we
addressed him first and then he wouid act iike it was the first time he had ever
seen us. One Sunday~ I went to mass at Sacred He~ which because of Father
Vader has become our family's parish. I felt engulfed in love in the presence of
Father Vader. His aura of quiei gentleness, peace, respeci, iniegriiy, strengih,
and reverence made me feel hopeful in my despair. I wanted my children to be
in his presence, especially at a time when our world is in such great pain. In his
sermons, he spoke so si.tnp!y of!ove, as if he possessed tlie heart of a child. He
made me feel that I could truly change the world with simple acts of love.
Because ofFather Vader, for the first time in my lite, I looked forward to

Sunday mass. The church is st!tnding room 011Jy every Sunday, at every mass,
because we come for Father Vader. At the end of every mass, Father Vader
biesses every chiid, and shakes every parishioners hand. I aiways iooked
forward to shaking Father's hand at the end of Mass. It made my week. I felt
as though I was personally touched by a saint. I would gently squeeze his hand,
and say, !!Tnank you, Faiher,!! hoping he could feel my graiiiude for his
presence at Sacred Heart Church.
I cannot comment on Father Vader's past, but I know in my heart that he is
l:I
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man. He heals my shame of being a human being. He inspires me to use my
lite in service to others, and convinces me that I can make a positive ditforence
with
everv hnm~n enc.onnter
.. - - - - - . - - J - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·

Father Vader is greatly missed and we hope and pray that he will return very
soon. Sacred Heart is not the same without him. He is the ••heart~~ of Sacred
Heart.
Father Vader, and all priests will be constantly in our prayers. If there is
anything we can do io help Father Vader ai this mosi painfui iime, please do noi
hesitate to let us know. We remain faithful and supportive of Father Vador and
the Catholic Church no matter what the circumstances.
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February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address
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February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address
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February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago; He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who carrie
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

./
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February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the niany who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020859

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the niany who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020860

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the niany who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020861

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address
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AOC 020862

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago; He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020863

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020864

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020865

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020866

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of ow· friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020867

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020868

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
. Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020869

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020870

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020871

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020872

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020873

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020874

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved thioughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020875

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020876

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

AOC 020877

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. . We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.·
Name

Address

AOC 020878

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020879

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the

sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020880

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020881

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward. to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020882

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020883

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020884

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020885

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020886

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020887

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020888

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.

He is known and loyed throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

AOC 020889

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has minister~d to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times ..
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020890

February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and lqved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.

AOC 020891

(n~ 233-3955

SACRED HEART CHURCH
11652 CHURCH STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643
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February 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
As friends of Father Anthony Vader, we want you to know of our support
for him. We know him as a wonderful priest and a good, kind man.
He is known and loved throughout the Beverly, Morgan Park and the
Southwest side of Chicago. He has ministered to our families, cared for the
sick and dying and helped their families. He has aided the many who came
to him for a word of encouragement or a blessing during trying times.
We look forward to the early return of our friend, Father Vader.
Name

Address

AOC 020893

AOC 020894

AOC 020895
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AOC 020896

AOC 020897

Father James Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N Michigan Avenue Suite #543
Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Father Kaczorowski;
I am writing to you in reaction to the 40 year old allegations against Father Vader. It is
shocking and unbelieveable that a man with such faith, leadership, and compassion
would be taken from us. It is my understanding that he must spend 30 days at the
Retreat House upon further investigation of this matter. I ask you to please give this
matter your personal and utmost attention. Father Vader has been a great source .of faith
and consulation to my family and myself He has shown compassion with my family
through the death of my mother and my aging father. I have the most respect for him and
have never felt in anyway was he a threat to our parishioners. We miss him terribly and
although we have a wonderful group of priests willing to step into Father Vader's shoes
his will be difficult. It is very hard to fill the most confortable. well worn. best fit ever.
We love him, we miss him and most of all we support him until all allegations are
settled.
Thank you for your support and may God bless you:

AOC 020898
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AOC 020901

AOC 020902

AOC 020903

Dear Cardinal George,
Tam a parishioner at Sacred Heart Church. Father Vader has been the Administrator and
Pastor for more than 20 years. The allegations made against him are shocking. I know
him as a good priest, and an excellent spiritual advisor. He is a great leader of the
Catholic Church. These allegations date back 40 years, as a result we lost our Pastor and
we are not allowed to visit him. l do believe in innocent to proven guilty. I firmly
support Father Vader and I believe in his innocence. I will continue to pray for him and
our wonderful Sacred Heart Church.

AOC 020904

Francis Cardinal Geo~ge. O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690

Dear Cardinal George;
I have just learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father
Vader. This "news" is a shock, incredible and unbelievable. Father Vader has
been at Sacred Heart for more than 20 years as Administrator and more
recently, as retired Pastor, celebrating Mass and ministering to our religious
needs. During the time that Sacred Heart was closed he was very supportive
of our needs and desires.
I have never known Father Vader to be :anything but a kind, understanding,
arid above all a wonderful priest.
I ask that you consider all of this in your consideration of his status and his
future.
Unless there are allegations of others, that we are not aware of, I think it
unusual that a pedophile act only once, it is my understanding that this disease
is an ongoing problem.

cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski

AOC 020905
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AOC 020908

SAMAHANG SANTO NINO
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 8, 2003

AOC 020909

-

'

SAMAHANG SANTO NINO
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 8, 2003

AOC 020910

SAMAHANG SANTO NINO
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 8, 2003

AOC 020911

SAMAHANG SANTO NINO
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
Februaiy 8, 2003
SIGNATURE

AOC 020912

SAMAHANG SANTO NINO
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 8, 2003

AOC 020913

SAMAHANG SANTO NINO
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 8, 2003

AOC 020914

SAMAHANG SANTO NINO
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 8, 2003

AOC 020915

SAMAHANG SANTO NINO
in support of

Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 8, 2003

AOC 020916
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AOC 020917

Father James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar of Priests
645 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
2/8/03
Dear Father Kaczorowski,
I have enclosed a copy ofa letter I sent to Cardinal George concerning Father Tony Vader. I think you
might find it illuminating.
Thanks for taking the time to read my letter.
God bless you now and always, Father.

AOC 020918

'"

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.J.
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
2/8/03
Dear Cardinal George,
from outside the Archdiocese, writing in support of
Why, you might ask, is someone from
Father Tony Vader? J grew up in St. Walter Parish, on the far southwest side of Chicago, but, since my
mother first brought me to midnight Christmas Mass at Sacred Heart before I was old enough to have made
my First Communion, I have been going to the Shrine. It is the church of my childhood and, even though
my family and I live in
and are active membt:rs of a wonderful parish,
we
~et to Sacred Heart about once a month for Mass. My wife,
loves the Shrine. Our kids, even
though only one of them is old enough to have made her First Holy Communion, feel the warmth that
surrounds the Shrine and which is embodied in Father Vader. In fact, our oldest had her throat blessed for
the first time when she was (obviously) in utero at the Shrine. I help out with the readings, and serve as a
Eucharistic Minister, at Sacred Heart. The wonderful little Shrine, which filled my childhood with so many
wonderful memories, is now making memories for my children.
In the early 1980's, our Shrine was closed down for reasons that were never made entirely clear to us. But
the people of our Shrine never took this decree as final. Through endless prayers, some of which took
place off a truck parked adjacent to the shuttered Shrine, and petitions, we continued to fight to reopen
Sacred Heart. At first, our pleas fell on deaf ears, not in Heaven, but at the Archdiocese. However, when
Joseph Bemadin became our Archbishop, he gave our petitions a receptive ear. One of his first acts as
Cardinal Archbishop was to reopen the Shrine. Sacred Heart, Wider the official tutelage of Holy Name of
Mary, was reopened in 1983. Father Vader, the pastor ofHNM, was put in charge of our church; he
became our new pastor.
Father Vader had tough shoes to fill. For over twenty years, our pastor had been Father Ken Borchardt, and
a more beloved figure has rarely tread this earth. You see, for many of us, Father Borchardt was Sacred
Heart. He was the reason we came here. Bear in mind that Sacred Heart is not a parish, no one lives in its
boundaries. No one attends Sacred Heart because he or she has to. People come here because they want
to. It has always been that way. And for many of us back then, Father Borchardt, and his kind, loving
approach to life, his Christian faith, and his Catholic calling, was the reason we wanted to come to Sacred
Heart. So, when Father Vader became our pastor, we were wary. We were sure no one could fill Father
Borchardt's shoes, and, certainly, no one could take his place in our hearts.
We were wrong. Father Vader became, not the new Father Borchardt that we had been hoping for, but a
kind, loving, concerned pastor. that found his own way into our hearts. On the few occasions that Father
Borchardt came back to say Mass for us, he told us how blessed we were, and how happy he was, that
Sacred Heart was now under the tutelage of"Father Tony." And he was absolutely right. Despite his being
full time pastor at HNM, Father Vader never left us feel.ing denied or second best. Despite his busy
schedule, and all the challenges that come with running a big parish like HNM, he never neglected his little
flock at Sacred Heart. He has celebrated with us when times have been good, he has consoled us when
times have been rough. He became our pastor, and we love this man. We only wish that he could be with

AOC 020919

...

us during these times, when the determination, and, more importantly, the faith of the Family of Sacred
Heart is once again being tested. Meeting the test will be especially difficult without our beloved pastor.
But, with your support, and the support of Bishop Perry, we, and our pastor, will find our way through this
trial.
We will continue to pray for Father Vader and to support him in any way we can. He is our pastor, our
spiritual advisor, our consoler, our counselor, our priest. We want him back, and are sure that God will, in
accordance with His will, find a way to send him back to us.
Thanks for taking the time to read this letter, your eminence. May God bless you and all the members of
the Archdiocese, now and forever.

cc:

Father James T. Kaczorowski

AOC 020920

February 9, 2003
Francis Cardinal George O.M.L Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear Cardinal George,
We are very sad to have learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor Father Anthony Vader.
These allegations are stemming from actions that supposedly happened over 40 years ago.
We have known Father Vader ever since he came to Sacred Heart Church and have always known him as a
kind, wonderful and caring priest. We look forward to attending Mass when Father Vader is celebrating, as
his homilies are always most informative and comforting to all. Our family travels over 13 miles one-way
to attend services at Sacred Heart each week and we've been doing this for over 15 years. On our way to
Mass on Saturday, we would pick up my Mom in Blue Island. At that time she was 90 years old. Fr. Vader
always has the most kind and inspiring words for her. Before that we lived in the Beverly neighborhood
and attended Sacred Heart Church before and after its closing. We are very happy with each priest that
visits our little Shrine. But Fr. Vader certainly has been one of the best.

If these allegations are true, we need to acknowledge there may be circumstances involved that we are not
aware, and to follow the teachings of Christ by forgiving. If these allegations are not true or accurate, we
need to pray for Father Vader and his accusers, and question their motives. Our Church teaches that we are
all sinners and should be striving to make our lives better. Fr. Vader certainly has done this by taking on
burdens that he did not have to do in his senior years.

We love him, respect him, and pray this ordeal will be over as soon as possible so that Fr. Vader may return
to Sacred Heart Church.

Cc: Father Kaczorowski
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February 9, 2003

Dear Cardinal George,
My fiance and I were very saddened by the news about Father Vader.
We have been attending Sacred Heart as a couple for the past 4 1/2 years.
We were planning to get married there in the Spring of2004. We find the
news disheartening and feel the allegations made against Father
Vader are false. I was saddened to see tears in our lecturer's eyes and
the worshippers around me. My prayers are with Father Vader and the
decision makers in the case.

AOC 020922

February 9, 2003
Francis Cardinal George O.M.I.
Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear Cardinal George,
I am a member of Sacred Heart Mission on the far south side of the city. I have been a
member since 1976, before the church was closed. Father Anthony Vader took us under
his wing when Cardinal Bernardin opened our mission and became our Administrator and
Spiritual leader. It is because of him, that our family became so active at Sacred Heart.
He is the most caring and kind priest I have ever known. The shock and disbelief that I
experienced this morning when Bishop Perry informed us that Fr. Vader was removed
due to allegations of sexual misconduct over 4D years ago were unbelievable. He has
always been a kind and caring man in the more than 25 years that I have known him. It is
unbelievable that anyone could charge him as they have. I pray that this whole matter
will be resolved as quickly as possible and that Fr. Vader will be returned to shepherd his
flock at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart as soon as possible.
I pray for you, also, as I'm sure these matters weigh heavy on your heart.
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To:

Cardinal George

Re:

Fr. Vrder

The allegations and charges brought against Father Vader were quite shocking;
he has Deen a-veFy g<>OO--pfiest,. at-a»-Yme& Father Vader ha&.·~servicing 1 our
religious needs for many years. We are very thankful for him and believe he has made
a posihve impact. mour Hves,. We will-OORURu9 to pray k>r-Aim. T

cc:

Father Kaczorowski
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Sunday, February 9, 2003
RE: Rev. Anthony Vader
Francis Cardinal George
Archbishop of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690

FEB 1 3 2003

Dear Cardinal George,
This is the first time I have written a letter of this type. I recently
heard the a/legations against our retired Pastor Anthony Vader. Our
church community has been told the allegations date back fort.y
years. While I am aware both you and Bishop Gregory have worked
very hard on the developement of how to treat these allegations I
wanted to share with you my personal feelings on Rev. Vader.
I have been a member of the Sacred Heart Community since I was
three years old over 45 years. While my brothers and sister live in
various Chicago and Indiana communities, three of us still attend
mass at Sacred Heart and the reason is the love, compassion and
faith which Father Vader communicates to his parish members.
When we leave church after the celebration of mass we often discuss
Father Vader homily on the way home and review its meaning to us
personally as well as to the events of todays world.
Our youngest daughter and her best friend-served mass with
Father Vader almost every Sunday for 2 and 112 years. And during
the holiday season several times a day when extra services were
added to assist with the parish needs. We would never allow- to
be exposed to Father Vader if we had felt he was a threat to her or
other children. Needless to say-was very unsettled by the
allegations against Father Vader.
I often thought of Father Vader as a lamb. Very gentle in nature, kind
in his actions towards others. Yet strong stalwart in his leadership
at keeping our little parish church open and running smoothly.

AOC 020925

Page Two
It is my hope that every consideration be given to address the
accusations against Father Vader. And that his name be cleared.
My prayers and those of my family are with him.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

CC: Rev. James Kaczorowski
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February 9, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago IL 60690

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 543
Chicago IL 60611

Dear Cardinal George and Father Kaczorowski:
I just learned of allegations made against Father Vader, dating back over 40 years. I am
writing to convey how adamantly the community of Sacred Heart desires the return of
Father Vader to where he belongs - as celebrant of Mass on the alter of Sacred Heart.
Father Vader has served Sacred Heart for 20 years. He is a true blessing to those of us
who know him and benefit from his service. I value priests as extraordinary people, and
Father Vader stands out among those extraordinary people we know as priests. Father
Vader is a wonderful, caring, kind and warm minister to our religious needs. His
devotion to the Church, his parishioners, and Christianity is without question.
Father Vader carries a message through his homily every week that has meaning for me
and that I apply in my daily life. Father Vader demonstrates a warmth and connection
with his parishioners, much in the likeness of how I believe Jesus conducted his
teachings. Father Vader leads by allowing his parishioners to determine the personality
and culture of Sacred Heart, not by dictating what that personality and culture should be.
Father Vader services us with a smile and a sense of humor that makes Sacred Heart a
place you want to be, not a place you have to be.
I am fortunate to have benefited from the many clergy serving the Archdiocese of
Chicago throughout my life. I am grateful for the Catholic education I attained for 16
years of my life. I am blessed to have parents who passed on to me the values and
importance of Christianity and the Catholic faith. I attribute my many good fortunes in
life to God, the Church and my faith. I believe that God, the Church and my faith carried
me through the tougher times in my life and will continue to do so. I attend church
regularly and contribute to it financially because of all this.
Throughout the crisis in the Catholic Church in the United States over the past year, I
remain solid in my convictions - choosing to maintain my active participation in the
Church, as well as my level of financial support. As I have done in other challenging
times, today I rely on God, the Church and my faith to do what is best. What is best in
this case is to return Father Vader to service at Scared Heart.

AOC 020930

'

.

The people of Sacred Heart deserve to have our beloved Father Vader back. Father
Vader deserves to serve God, the Church and his faith in the way his talents best fit - in
active service. The Archdiocese deserves to deploy its clergy where they are most
needed - for Father Vader, this is back in active service for the people of Sacred Heart.
I have the utmost regard for the horrible situation the crisis in the past year places on the
Archdiocese. I do not envy the position this places on you as our leaders. But I am
committed that we together -- Church leaders and Church members -- do the right thing.
We cannot allow media hype and misplaced perceptions to force decisions that are a
disservice to God, our Church and our faith.
The right thing in this situation is to allow Father Vader to return to the service of those
who cherish and value him at Scared Heart. We understand we have to miss him for 30
days, but we should not have to be without him beyond that. We are the people who best
know Father Vader in recent years and today, and we are the people who most need him
today and tomorrow. Please heed our voices -- as we are the voices most pertinent to his
service today.

Sincerely,

AOC 020931

February 9, 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
My family was so sad to learn of the allegations against our pastor, Father Anthony
Vader, who has worked so selflessly on behalf of the Church at Sacred Heart parish. We
cannot understand how anyone could pick him out as the target for these accusations.
Knowing Father Vader, we know that he has forgiven and is praying for his accuser and
because of our faith in his ability to do just that, we know that he will be cleared, beyond
the shadow of a doubt, of these charges. Father Vader is the kind of priest that can make
a common man a better person in Christ by his ability to help us understand the spirit of a
complicated reading and by his constant example of compassion and forgiveness while at
the same time projecting an image of strength in conviction that allows us to believe in
what we know is right.
He has strengthened my faith in the Church and in God and along with Father Scheid,
was responsible for bringing me back to God at a time when the day to day pressures and
responsibilities of our mortal world had driven me to such a low level of faith that I no
longer cared about going to Mass.
Father Vader teaches us to see the good in people. My grade school aged children look to
Father Vader and the CCD program at Sacred Heart for the nuts and bolts of their Roman
Catholic faith and I believe they receive the greatest gifts of understanding God through
that involvement.
My wife, a non-Catholic, attends mass every Sunday with us and has the utmost respect
and admiration for Father Vader as well. We drive fifteen miles each way to join in the
spirit of the message that Father Vader brings. It is a very genuine method he employs to
impart that message that keeps her and many others who may be turned away by the
antiseptic tone of many Catholic masses coming back.
Cardinal George, we know that you will pray for Father Vader, as will all who know and
trust him. He is the kind of priest that we need more of He is a great and humble
servant of God and I know that he would pray to have this type of situation brought on
himself rather than another innocent priest because that is the type of man he is.
May God have mercy on us all.

F~~B

L

2 2003

cc: Reverend James T. Kaczorowski
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry D.D.
Auxiliary Ilishop of Chicago
Episcopal Vicar ofVicariate VI

P.O. Box 733
South Holland, Illinois 60473
708-339-2474
Fax: 708-339-2477

February 9, 2002

Dear members of the Holy Name of Mary Parish family,
I regret to inform you that your pastor emeritus, Fr. Anthony Vader, has been withdrawn
from all parish ministry following allegations received by officials of the Archdiocese of
Chicago this Fall that he engaged in sexual misconduct more than 40 years ago with minors
while he served as an assistant pastor at the now closed Holy Cross Parish in Chicago's
Woodlawn neighborhood.
These allegations have been reported to the Cook County States Attorney.
In its first-stage review last month, the independent Fitness Review Board found that

there was reasonable cause to suspect that sexual abuse of minors had occurred. In accord with
national and local archdiocesan policies, the Review Board recommended to Cardinal George
that, pending further review under the norms of church law, Fr. Vader be temporarily withdrawn
from all ministry. Cardinal George accepted that recommendation. Fr. Vader is now residing in
a monitored and restricted setting and has been directed not to be alone with minors.
Archdiocesan officials have not received any other allegations of misconduct involving
Fr. Vader. However, if any parishioner has additional information or a concern to raise, please
contact Fr. Jam es Flynn, myself or the Archdiocesan Fitness Review Administrator directly at 1800-994-6200. However, you may also report any allegation directly to the Cook County States
Attorney's office at 312-603-5440.
I am meeting with your parish leaders to determine how I might be of help to your parish
at this difficult time. Representatives of the Archdiocesan Assistance Ministry will meet with
your community soon. I have assured Fr. Flynn of my willingness to answer any and all
questions you might have about these issues. Please pray for the Lord's healing for all
associated with this painful issue.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

,J~··o'-l}

Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago
Episcopal Vicar of Vicariate VI
Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's official home page on the World Wide Web
http://www.archdiocese-chgo.org
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry D.D.
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago
Episcopal Vicar ofVicariate VI

P.O. Box 733
South Holland, Illinois 60473
708-339-2474
Fax: 708-339-2477

February 9, 2002

Dear members of the Sacred Heart Mission Family,
I regret to inform you that Fr. Anthony Vader has been withdrawn from all parish
ministry following allegations received by officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago this Fall that
he engaged in sexual misconduct more than 40 years ago with minors while he served as an
assistant pastor at the now closed Holy Cross Parish in Chicago's Woodlawn neighborhood.
These allegations have been reported to the Cook County States Attorney.
In irs first-stage review last month, the independent Fitness Review Board found that
there was reasonable cause to suspect that sexual abuse of minors had occurred. In accord with
national and local archdiocesan policies, the Review Board recommended to Cardinal George
that, pending further review under the norms of church law, Fr. Vader be temporarily withdrawn
from all ministry. Cardinal George accepted that recommendation. Fr. Vader is now residing in
a monitored and restricted setting and has been directed not to be alone with minors.

Archdiocesan officials have not received any other allegations of misconduct involving
Fr. Vader. However, if any parishioner has additional information or a concern to raise, please
contact myself, Holy Name of Mary pastor Fr. James Flynn or the Archdiocesan Fitness Review
Administrator directly at 1-800-994-6200. However, you may also report any allegation directly
to the Cook County States Attorney's office at 312-603-5440.
I am meeting with your community leaders to determine how I might be of help to you at
this difficult time. Representatives of the Archdiocesan Assistance Ministry will meet with your
community soon. I wish to assure you of my willingness to answer any and all questions you
might have about these issues. Please pray for the Lord's healing for all associated with this
painful issue.

Since.rely yours in S9;t,

+J_._y*·va
Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago
Episcopal Vicar of Vicariate VI

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's official home page on the World Wide Web
http://www.archdiocese-chgo.org
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FEB-03-og 17:49

From:ARCHDIOCESE CHICAGO

312-751-5307

T-484 P.03/05 Job-675

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

-M-os-tR-ev-.J-osep~h-N.-Pe.n-y~D~.D-.~~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~lJ~ili.arylDVi~hop offV<?Jii~oV!
.:.pucop11 1cw 11 1can.u:

..

P.O. Boit 733

Saum H11l1And, lllinai' 60473

7011-JJ'J-2474
Fa~:

(

l 81

708·339·2477

Dr~!!Y)bmary 9, 2002
·'

Dear members of the Sacred Heart Mission Family)
l regret ta infonn you that Rev. Anthony Vader has been withdrawn from all parish
ministry following allegations received by officials of the Archdiocese of Chicago this Fall that
he engaged in sexual misconduct more than 40 years ago with [two] minor females while he
served as an assistant pMtor Olt the now closed Holy Cross Parish in Chicago's Woodlawn

neighborhood.
This allegation has been reported to the Cook County State's Attorney.

Jn its first-stage review last month, the independent Fitness Review Board found that
there was reasonable cause to suspect that sexual abuse of minors had occurred. The Review
Board reconunended to Cardinal George that, pending a second-stage review and further
canonical review, Fr. Vader be temporarily withdrawn from all ministry. Cardinal George t/ri10<d)
accepted that recommendation this week. In accord with archdiocesan policies, Fr. Pt:eei1111on is

residing in a monitored and restricted setting and has been directed not to be alone with minors.

Archdiocesan officials have not received any other allegations of misconduct involving
Fr. Vader. However. if any parishioner has additional infonnation or a concern to raise, please
contact one of the ministers at the Mission; the pastor o!Holy Name of Mary. Fr. James Flynn;
myself. or the Archdiocesan Fitness Review Administrator directly at 1-800-994-6200.
T have assured Mrs. Weidner, Sr. Marianne, and Ms. Marrin of my willingnass to answer

any and all questions you might have about these issues to the best of my ability. Please pray for
the Lord's healing for all associated with this painful issue.
With gratitude for your understanding and hope in the Lord for our future, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Moi:t Rev. Jo11eph N. Perry
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago

Episcopal Vicar ofVicariate VI

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago'& official home page on ttie World Wide Web
http:/tvmw.archdlocesa•cl'IQO.org

AOC 020937

February 9, 2003
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N. Michigan Ave. -Suite.543
Chicago, 1L 60611

Dear Fr. Kaczorowski,
T am a member of Sacred Heart Mission on the far south side of the city. Ihave been a
member since 1976, before the church was closed. Father Anthony Vader took us under
his wing when Cardinal.B.ernardin opened _our..mission..and . became. our..Administrator. and
Spiritual leader. It is because of him, that our family became so active at Sacred Heart.
He is the most caring and kind priest r have ever known. The.shock and disbe)jef.that I
experienced this morning when Bishop Perry informed us that Fr. Vader was removed
due to allegations ofsexuaLmisconduct..m!:er 40_}'..ears..ago ..wereunbelieYable. . He.has
always been a kind and caring man in the more than 25 years that I have known him. ft is
unbelievable that anyone could .charge him as they have. T.pray that this whole matter
will be resolved as quickly as possible and that Fr. Vader will be returned to shepherd his
flock at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart as soon as possible.

I pray for you, also, as i'm sure these matters weigh heavy on your heart.
Sincerely,

.

'

.
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February 9, 2003

Dear Rev. Koczorowski,
My fiance and I were very saddened by the news about Father Vader.
We have been attending Sacred Heart as a couple for the past 4 1/2 years.
We were planning to get married there in the Spring of2004. We find the
news disheartening and feel the allegations made against Father
Vader are false. I was saddened to see tears in our lecturer's eyes and
the worshippers around me. My prayers are with Father Vader and the
decision makers in the case.
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February 10, 2003

Francis cardinal George, O.M.I.,
Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear Cardinal George:
I have been a registered parishioner at Sacred Heart Mission Church for almost twenty
years. Sunday was a sad day for all of us when Bishop Perry informed us of the
allegations made against our beloved pastor, Fr. Tony Vader. Fr. Vader has been an
inspiration and he will be sorely missed by all of us.
Under Fr. Vader's example and service, the community of Sacred Heart has grown to be
one of the most unique religious families I have ever experienced in my seventy odd
years of being a Roman Catholic.
To learn that because of allegations (over forty years old) that Fr. Vader will be unable to
celebrate Mass was most disturbing to me. I shall surely pray for him and believe that
this crisis is one he will be able to handle due to his faith and disposition.
Please handle this situation with diligence and speed. We miss, and want, our good
pastor to return to Sacred Heart as quickly as possible.
Sincerely,

/k
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February 10, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear Cardinal George:
My family and I would like to express our unwavering support for our friend and priest,
Father Anthony Vader. We understand that certain individuals have recently made
claims against Father Vader that date back 40 years ago. We are saddened and surprised
by these claims and find them impossible to believe.
Father Vader has been our priest at Sacred Heart Church for close to 20 years and a close
family friend for more than 30 years. He baptized both of our children, . . and
who admire and respect him. We consider Father Vader to be an extension of
our family,
·
·
In fact, Father Vader is a part o every ce e ra ion an 1mpo a
occasion in our family. But this is not just a social relationship, as we rely on Father
Vader's common sense, worldly perspective and commitment to Jesus Christ to guide us
through our daily lives. Further, he has helped us develop an appreciation for our good
fortunes and to care deeply about the needs of people in crisis throughout the world.
We look forward to a quick resolution to this issue so that Father Vader can return to his
life's work and to the people who love and need him.

copies to:
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Rev. Anthony Vader
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February 10, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL. 60690
Dear Cardinal George,
We have just learned of the allegations made against Father Vader
dating back 40 years or more. As a result, this wonderful priest cannot
celebrate Mass and must remain in Mundelein for at least 30 days.
We are devastated as he must be also! These allegations are
shocking and unbelievable!
We have known Father for at least 20 years and can't understand or
believe any of this. He is a truly religious, kind and honest person. I
think he has the same presence as Joseph Cardinal Bernardin,
another priest wrongly accused.
We are praying that these
accusations are recanted soon.

Cc: Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
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February 10, 2003

Francis Cardinal George
Archdiocese of Chicago
PO Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690

FE8 1 3 20C3

Dear Cardinal George,
lam writing in regarding the accusations of our pastor and beloved family friend Fr.
Anthony Vader. The allegations are simply unbelievable. I have known Fr. Vader all of
my 31 years of life and consider him a member of my family. He presided over my
marriage, baptized all three of my children, and has counseled me in times of despair. He
has joined my family for dinner almost every night of the week for as long as I can
remember. My family knows Father Vader perhaps better than any other family does.
He is and has always been a person of the utmost professionalism, never faltering from
his love of God and his duty to serve Him and pass along His word. Father Vader is a
compassionate, intelligent, moral, ethical man who deserves to be treated as such. He is
greatly needed by the families of Sacred Heart Church and Holy Name of Mary Church
and should not be required to be confined to the Cardinal Stritch retreat house. He is an
incredible man and loved and respected by everyone who knows him-regardless of race.
For Father Vader of all people to be accused of misconduct is preposterous. We love him
and are prepared to stand by him no matter what.

Copies to: Rev. James Kaczrowski, Vicar of Priests
Rev. Anthony J. Vader
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO

February 10, 2003

- - _. ..)

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski:
Greetings. May this letter find you in the best of health and spirit. The purpose of this letter is to offer our support and
prayers for our beloved Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader. We learned that Fr. Vader has been accused of improper conduct
some 45 years ago. Our group cannot believe that Fr. Vader would be subject to such malicious lies as has been
leveled at him. As a matter of fact, we are surprised that the Committee hearing this case even found some merit to
move it forward.
Our group, the Samahang Santo Nino, Midwest USA, an organization venerating the Infant Jesus, was formed 23 years
ago. The organization has hundreds of member families throughout the Midwest and many other States across the
country. Fr. Vader has been our Spiritual Director since the group's formation. He has faithfully served the needs of
the group, the community and all its ethnic diversity. Outside of the weekly devotions, he ministered to our needs:
baptizing our children, marrying some couples, counseling the troubled, visiting the sick, burying our dead, leading our
pilgrimages, helping those discriminated against, helping others find jobs and supporting our religious, cultural
celebrations such as the Christmas Simbang Gabi. Our group found that although Fr. Vader was then running a big
parish, the Holy Name of Mary, he always found time to respond to our needs. He even found time to be Spiritual
Director of several Filipino-American organizations and other ethnic organizations, providing support to a group of
people away from their homeland. On his many visits to the Philippines, he has shared his limited financial resources
with the seminaries and homes for the abandoned, poor children.
In all these years of association with Fr. Vader, and several of us have known Fr. Vader as far back as the late 1950s
and early 1960s, his words and actions have conveyed nothing but the highest ethical and respectful behavior and the
most inspiring spiritual integrity. We, therefore, urge the Committee and all decision makers to look closely, listen
intently and appreciate the integrity of Fr. Anthony J. Vader, who has served God and man most faithfully for the last
fifty years.
We, members of the Samahang Santo Nino, and the rest of the Filipino-American community, here in the United
States and the Philippines, pray for Fr. Vader's strength and health and unshakable faith in the Almighty as he suffers
this heavy cross. We pray for the Committee and decision makers for their enlightened judgment. Most especially, we
pray for the accusers, that God may enlighten them and guide them to tell only the truth and not be motivated and
influenced by any material or financial gains from their allegations.
We firmly believe that like his "brother", the late beloved Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Fr. Vader is innocent of these
allegations. We only hope and pray that this horrendous burden with its unthinkable suffering does not kill Fr. Vader.
Thank you for listening to us and considering our appeal. Please give back to us and to the community the caring,
loving, prayerful and honest Fr. Vader, who had and will always be a part of our families and the source of strength
and guidance of our spiritual lives.
If during the investigation and deliberation process, it is possible for Fr. Vader's friends to come and listen or to
present statements of support to the Committee, please contact
Also feel free to call any of us in the attached signature sheets. Thank
you.
Sincerely and prayerfully yours,
The members of the Samahang Santo Nino (Please see attached signatures.)
cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA FAMILY ROSARY CRUSADE
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 10, 2003.
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~~
OUR LADY OF FATIMA FAMILY ROSARY CRUSADE
in support of
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader
February 10, 2003
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DEAR CARDINAL GEORGE

February 10, 2003

The allegations made against our Pastor Father Vader reportably date back 40 years. If these allegations are
true why did they wait so long? Basically they are looking for a fast settlement.
Father Vader is a good priest, I cannot believe he did anything wrong. These women have their eye on
money; they would not do this for anyother reason. Don't let them get a way with it.

c.c. Rev James T. Kaczorowski
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SAMAHANG SANTO NINO

Clo

February 10, 2003
Dear Rev. Fr. James Kac7.0rowski:
Greetings. May this letter find you in the best of health and spirit. The

purpose of this letter is to offer our support and prayers for our beloved Rev.
Fr. Anthony J. Vader.
We learned that Fr. Vader has been accused of improper conduct some 45
years ago. Our group cannot believe that Fr. Vader would be subject to such
malicious lies as has been leveled at him. As a matter of fact., we are

surprised that the Committee hearing this case even found some merit to
move it forward.
Our group,. the Samahang Santo Nino, Midwest USA. an organization
venerating the Infant Jesus, was formed 23 years ago. The organization has

hundreds of member families througlliout the Midwest and many other States
across the country.
Fr. Vader has been our Spiritual Director since the group's formation. He
bas faithfully served the needs of the~ group, the community and all its ethnic
diversity. Outside of the weekly devotions, he ministered to our needs:
baptizing our children., marrying some couples, counseling the troubled,
visiting the sick. burying our dead, leading our pilgrimages, helping those
discriminated against, helping other.; fmd jobs and supporting our religious,
cultural celebrations such as the C~ Simbang Gabi. Our group found
that although Fr. Vader was then running a big parish,. the Holy Name of
Mary, he always found time to respond to our needs. He even found time to
be Spiritual Director of several Filipino-American organizations and other
ethnic organizations, providing support to a group of people away from their
homeland. On his many visits to the Philippines, he has shared his limited

AOC 020959

financial resources with the seminaries and homes for the abandoned, poor
children.
In all these years of association with Fr. Vader, and several of us have
known Fr. Vader as far back as the late 1950s and early 1960s, his words
and actions have conveyed nothing but the highest ethical and respectful
behavior and the most inspiring spiritual integrity.

We, therefore, urge the Committee and all decision makers to look closely,
listen intently and appreciate the integrity of Fr. Anthony J. Vader, who has
seived God and man most faithfully for the last fifty years.
We, members of the Samahang Santo Nino, and the rest of the FilipinoAmerican community, here in the United States and the Philippines, pray for
Fr. Vader's strength and health and wnshakable faith in the Almighty as he
suffers this heavy cross. We pray for the Committee and decision makers
for their enlightened judgment. Most especially, we pray for the accusers,
that God may enlighten them and guide them to tell only the truth and not be

motivated and influenced by any material or financial gains from their
allegations.
We firmly believe that like his "brother,,, die late beloved Joseph Cardinal
Bernardin, Fr. Vader is innocent of these allegations. We only hope and

pray that this horrendous burden with its unthinkable suffering does not kill
Fr. Vader.
Thank you for listening to us and considering our appeal. Please give back
to us and to the community the caring, loving, prayerful and honest Fr.
Vader, who had and will always be a part of our families and the source of
strength and guidance of our spiritual lives.
Sincerely and prayerfully yours,
The members of the Samahang Santo Nino
(Please see attached signatures.)

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I.

Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
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AOC 020961

February 10, 2003

Dear Father Kaczorowski,
This is a copy of the letter we sent to Cardinal George.

Sincerely,

AOC 020963

February 10, 2003

Dear Cardinal George,
We were at our weekly 4:00 PM Mass at Sacred Heart Church on February 8,
2003 when we were asked to pray for Father Vader. At first, we thought he was
ill, but then we were told that Father Vader needed our prayers and support
because of 40-year-old allegations. This is incredible, unbelievable and shocking.
Father Vader has been at Sacred Heart for over 20 years, as Administrator and
more recently, as retired Pastor, celebrating Mass and ministering to our religious
needs. He is always cheerful and upbeat with an especially caring attitude. He
has been an inspiration in our lives with the down-to-earth words he speaks in his
homilies.

All four of our children were baptized at Sacred Heart. Our oldest is 31 and
youngest, 25. When our son and then our daughter decided to get married, Father
Vader graciously helped with their baptismal certificates that needed to be
updated in order for them to be married in the Catholic Church.
We are all hoping and praying that Father Vader will be back with us soon. He is
a wonderful person and doesn't deserve this, nor do we, the parishioners. He will
be sorely missed.
Please, Cardinal George, do all that you can to help get Father Vader back to us!

Sincerely,
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February 11, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, II. 60690

Dear Cardinal George,
We are all saddened at the allegations directed at Father Vader. Our family
has known Father Vader since he came to Sacred Heart Church.
We have had our grandson baptized by him and our grandson also made his
First Holy Communion and Confirmation at Sacred Heart under the direction
of Sacred Heart Church. We have been practicing Catholics for over seventy
(70) years and developed a closeness with Father Vader and Sacred Heart
that we never had at any other parish (5 different churches). All of this is
attributed to the leadership and communication abilities of Father Vader.
We sincerely hope and pray that this entire "nightmare" for all of us ends
soon.
We can never repay him for what he has done for us spiritually, but at least
we can give him our sincere support in these sad times.
Sincerely yours,
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February 11, 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
Last Sunday, February 9, 2003, my fellow parishioners and I received the news that
our beloved Pastor, Rev. Anthony Vader, is the subject of allegations of near-ancient
impropriety. This is totally shocking.
Father Vader has been the heart of Sacred Heart since he accepted the
responsibility of overseeing us so we could reopen over 20 years ago. I first came to
know him outside of the pulpit when he said my dad's funeral in July of~. Then he
performed my wedding(~, and Baptized both of my children (

). He

sometimes visits my.grade Catechism class to say hello and offer support.
I've had several opportunities to converse privately with him; it is a very pleasant
experience. Father is smart, compassionate, well read, well traveled, and quite funny.
During one of my marriage preparation meetings with him (while he was still Pastor at
Holy Name of Mary) some neighborhood children rang the doorbell - they were looking
for candy. Father sent them on their way empty-handed. He was concerned that not all
of them were honest, and cautioned me against being alone with a child not my own. I
have heeded his words in my work at my children's school.
Among Father Vader's fans is my

father-in-law. •says that

there's something about Fr. Vader that really gets him in the heart. Although he's only
been to Sacred Heart five times
) Father's words and tone have stayed with him. He regularly asks how
Father is doing and tells me how much he was affected by his homilies. Now I have to
work up the courage to tell him of Father's situation. This is not going to be pleasant.

Respectfully,

cc: Father James T. Kaczorowski
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Feb.11,2003
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar For priests
645 N. Michigan Ave. Suite 543
Chicago, Ill. 60611
Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski,

Our family was greatly devastated upon learning about the recent
accusations against Fr. Anthony Vader. We have known Fr. Vader for
more than 2 decades now and he has been our Spiritual Director
for over 20 years. During our difficult times, he was always there to
give us spiritual guidance, moral support and help us gain our power
and strength through powerful prayers throughout the years. We know
Fr. Vader as a caring, loving, honest, respectful, respectable, very sincere,
compassionate, and a very Holy man who can be likened to our Beloved
Cardinal Bernardin. Fr. Vader joins us on our weekly rosary and novena
prayers to the Infant Jesus and our Lady of Fatima. This proves that Fr.
Vader is very spiritually dedicated & committed to his job, to the people
and to the community.
These accusations against Fr. Vader and all the other priests are emotionally
and psychologically affecting families. Some people appear to undermine
and try to damage the Archdiocese. Some of these cases are motivated only
by economic & financial interests. So, Father, we ask of you to please do a
thorough investigation before arriving at a drastic conclusion to this very
sensitive matter. We are hoping that Fr. Vader may continue with his
commitment to serve the people in the Midwest, as a leader of worship,
builder of the community and his ministry abroad.
We will continue to pray for Fr. Vader, for the Committee, for you and all
the priests in the Archdiocese, and all the accusers that may the Lord
enlighten their minds and may they realize that what they are doing is not
in God's will. More power to you and we will always keep you in our
prayers. Thank you.
Sincerely Y o~rs in Christ,

(!, [,, ~

t P l b r ~ U. (;,, E.O(UJ) £
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February 11,2003

FEB 1 3 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
ARCHDIOCESE OF ClllCAGO
P.O. BOX 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear Cardinal George,
The only words to describe our reaction to the 40 year old allegations against our beloved
retired Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader, are unbelievable, incredible and shocking! Our hearts
go out to Father Vader and we want Your Eminence to know that we stand beside Fr.
Vader during this time of adversity. We know him to be a good priest, steadfast and true.
Father Vader's absence leaves us with a great void, and a legacy too big to fill. He has
taught us well, to be a brother/sister, and a friend ... to place our egos aside, so we may
do God's work. He has shown us what God had in mind when he created us, and for that,
we are grateful. We are his sheep and he is our shepherd, always instructing us that Jesus
loves us, to follow the commandments of God, to persevere, and to carry our crosses.
We, the parishioners of Sacred Heart are his precious children. He is the driving force
behind everything accomplished at Sacred Heart and we pledge him our fidelity.
We hope that soon Fr. Vader will be restored to his Ministry at Sacred Heart Church.
We pray that our Blessed Mother will wrap her protective mantel around him at this
difficult time.
Thank you for your intercession and consideration. Please know, Cardinal George, that
you have our support and prayers no matter what the outcome of this situation.
Respectfully,

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar of Priests.

AOC 020982

OUR LADY OF FATIMA FAMILY ROSARY CRUSADE
Clo

February 11, 2003
Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski:
May God's blessings be with you. We are writing this letter to offer our support and prayers for our beloved Rev. Fr.
Anthony J. Vader. We learned that Fr. Vader has been accused of improper conduct some 45 years ago. Like most
other Filipino American groups and those at Fr. Vader's parishes, our group cannot believe that Fr. Vader would be
subjected to such malicious and hurtful lies. As a matter of fact, we are surprised that the Committee hearing this case
even found some merit to move it forward.
Our group, Our Lady of Fatima Family Rosary Crusade, an organization promoting family and community devotion to
our Lady of Fatima, was formed several years ago. We have several member families in the Southwest side of
Chicago and suburbs. Fr. Vader has been involved in our activities. He has ministered to our members' needs:
baptizing our children, marrying some couples, counseling the troubled, visiting the sick, burying our dead, leading our
pilgrimages, helping those discriminated against, helping others find jobs and supporting our religious, cultural
celebrations.
In all our years of association with Fr. Vader, and several of us have known Fr. Vader as far back as the late 1950s and
early 1960s, his words and actions have conveyed nothing but the highest ethical and respectful behavior and the most
inspiring spiritual integrity. We, therefore, urge the Committee and all decision makers to look closely, listen intently
and appreciate the integrity of Fr. Anthony J. Vader, who has served God and man most faithfully for the last fifty
years.
We, members of Our Lady of Fatima Family Rosary Crusade, and the rest of the Filipino-American community, here
in the United States and the Philippines, pray for Fr. Vader's strength and health and unshakable faith in the Almighty
as he suffers this heavy cross. We pray for the Committee and decision makers for their enlightened judgment. Most
especially, we pray for the accusers, that God may enlighten them and guide them to tell only the truth and not be
motivated and influenced by any material or financial gains from their allegations.
We firmly believe that like the late beloved Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Fr. Vader is innocent of these allegations. We
only hope and pray that this horrendous burden with its unthinkable suffering does not kill him.
Thank you for listening to us and considering our appeal. Please give back to us and to the community the caring,
loving, prayerful and honest Fr. Vader, who had and will always be a part of our families and the source of strength
and guidance of our spiritual lives.
If during the investigation and deliberation process, it is possible for Fr. Vader's friends to come and listen or to
present statements of support to the Committee, please contact • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Also, please feel free to call any of us in the attached signature sheets. Thank you.
Sincerely and prayerfully yours,
The members of Our Lady of Fatima Family Rosary Crusade (Please see attached signatures.)
cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. /
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
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Feb. 12, 201)3

FEB 1 3 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago

P.O. Box 1979
60690

Chicago,IL

Dear Cardinal George;
We have just learned of the allegations made against our
dear Father Vader. These allegations and the requirement
that he must remain at Mundelein for at least 30 days are
just incredible.
Father Vader has been an inspiration to us as well as a
kind person and a wonderful priest. He has been there for
our families baptisms, First Communion's and 2 years ago for
out renewal of vows for our SOth wedding anniversary. My
husband is now in the hospital in critical condition and
when we called Father he was there within the hour and
he was such a comfort to me and to my entire family.
~e, along with everyone else at ~acred 4eart owe him so
much and will always continue to believe in him and support
him.

cc: Rev. James T.

Kaczorows~i
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Francis Cardinal George OMI
Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
~.0. Box 19-79Chicagoi IL 60690

Dear Cardinal George,

I am writing to express to you my total shock and utter disbelief at the news of
certain allegations made against Father Anthony Vader of Sacred Heart Chttrch.
Father Vader has been nothing but exemplary in perfonning his duties as a priest.
He graciously served as pastor of our little clrnrch, Sacred Heart of the Chicago
South Side. I know no other priest to be as real and down-to-earth as he. I grew
up at Sacred Heart and had the- pleasure of Father Vader performing my wedding
ceremony. He supported my husband and I through the spiritual path that led us
down the aisle of Sacred

n:eart

In addition, he baptized my niece and has offered his guidance to other members
of my family. I pray that Father Vader can soon be allowed to say masses again. I
also pray that you too will see that he is a big part of our family and that his
reputation not be tarnished.

Respectfully yours,

Cc: Rev. James-Kaczorowski

AOC 020996

Feb. 12,2002

Dear Cardinal George,

The only words to describe my reaction to the 40-year-old allegations against Father Vader are shock
and disbelief. I bow him to be an outstanding priest, always. I simply cannot understand how
anyone could charge him as they have.
Forty years ago, how much credibility could there be? I do not know Father Vader's accusers or their
motives, but I have strong suspicions.
I know you are a fair and good man, please judge Father Vader individually and do not lump him in
with priests who may have violated their trust.
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Feb. 12,2002
Dear Father Kaczorowski,

The allegations and resulting requirement, that Father Vader spend thirty days at the Retreat House
at Mundelein, are incredible, unbelievable and shocking. Father Vader has been at our Church for
more than twenty years, as Administrator and more recently, as retired Pastor, celebrating Mass and
ministering to our religious needs.
I know Father Vader to be an outstanding individual and priest. My fear is that Father Vader might
be lumped in with other priests who have violated their trust. I cannot and will not believe that Father
Vader violated his trust, at anytime. Please, ensure that Father Vader is judged separately and fairly.
Sincerely,

AOC 021001

Date:

February 13, 2003

To:

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago IL 60690

Cc:

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 543
Chicago IL 60611

From:

Subject:

Deministration of Father Anthony J. Vader

Mid-morning Saturday 2111/03 I called Father Vader to ask him ifhe had plans for lunch.
My wife and I periodically treat him to a meal out. It was at this time he notified me of
the allegations of 40 years ago. I could detect the quivering in his voice as he told me.
We have a unique congregation at Sacred Heart. It is composed mainly of people who,
for one reason or another, are dissatisfied with the liturgies of their geographical parishes.
My wife and I started attending Sacred Heart nearly 20 years ago. I cannot remember
precisely when I met Father Vader, but I know it has been at least 10 years. Our initial
one-on-one with Father Vader was in 1998 when he visited me in the hospital -

Father Vader is among the best homilists I have ever heard. His messages are delivered
in a brief style - and are issue and current event relevant. He is able to hold one's
attention versus many of today's long winded orators.
Last Spring Father celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordination. The congregation
expressed our appreciation for his work with a reception. More than 150 people attended,
including some of our Archdiocese hierarchy.
It is my opinion that 30 days "house arrest" is uncalled for in this instance, and only adds

it is my opinion
to the stress of the situation for Father Vader. As a
the matter should not take that long to investigate. A decision should be reached sooner,
to enable Father Vader back where he belongs - serving the people of Sacred Heart.
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE PHILIPPINES

KONSULADO PANLAHAT NG PILIPINAS
Tel. No. (312) 332-6458
Fax ·No. (312) 332-3657

30 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 2100
Chicago, Illinois 60602

CHICAGO

13 February 2003

His Eminence
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL. 60690
Your Eminence,
The Philippine Consulate General in Chicago and myself are very
disturbed to team that Father Anthony J. Vader is under investigation by the
Church.
I speak for my country and countless of my people here and outside the
state of Illinois as well as those back home when I say that we have the highest
and absolute regard for Fr. Vader.
For being an exemplary pastoral model and for his continued unselfish
love and concern for the young, adult, and elder members of the FilipinoAmerican community which began 45 years ago, Fr. Vader was awarded the
Philippine Presidential Citation on 23 June 1999.
Please count on the Philippine Consulate General and myself to strongly
vouch for the reputable character of Fr. Anthony J. Vader.

Very truly yours in Christ,

h.-t~Ji..

t- -~~

EMELINDA LEE-PINEDA
Consul General
cc:

..
.
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
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FEBRUARY 13, 2003

Dear CARDINAL GEORGE,

We are writing to you on behalf of Father Vader, Pastor of Sacred Heart Church. We are
deeply disturbed by the allegations that have been brought forth against him. We find it
hard to believe that anyone could charge him as they have done. Father Vader has given
my family a place to call home. My children attend the religious education program at
Sacred Heart and we have been loyal parishioners for many years.
This past summer my brother wanted to have his first child baptized. He had just moved
to - · and went to his local catholic church. My brother
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · • • a n d had been unable to work. The church
REFUSED to baptize his baby unless he provided them with copies of his income tax
returns and pledged 10% of his income to the church. These were their requirements to
become a parishioner. He could not even keep up with his bills. I approached Father
Vader about this situation. And as to be expected with Father Vader, he graciously agreed
to perform the ceremony for my family. My brother tried to give him a donation for his
kindness but again Father Vader told him to put it in the Sunday collection.
The point that we are trying to get across is that at a time when people are losing faith in
the Catholic Church there are priests such as Father Vader who are there to renew that
faith and hope. We stand by this man and plead with you to reconsider your actions .

.

··.
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February 14, 2003

DearI've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr.
Vader.
I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest.
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

AOC 021010

~

I

-•

.

.

c'. ~ ,;J

AOC 021011

ce-,'~,~-J<.~
AOC 021012

February 14, 2003

Dear Cardinal George,
I just learned of the allegations made against my friend, Father Anthony Vader. These
reportedly date back forty plus years and as a result, I am told Father Vader cannot
celebrate Mass and must remain at the retreat house in Mundelein for at least 30 days.
This news comes as a shock and is unbelievable to all that truly know him.
When I was in my late twenties I had the pleasure to work with Father Vader as a
Eucharistic Minister at Sacred Heart in Chicago. As a practicing Catholic all my life and
having attended Catholic grade school and high school I have heard many homilies.
Father Vader is the only Priest that would explain the Gospel in real-life meaning terms
and after he spoke you came away with wanting to be a better person. No one else has
ever had that impact on me. Unfortunately, I moved from the area and have struggled
very hard to find a Church with Priests that could encourage and speak with such
meaning. Father Vader came to our home and blessed our first child and celebrated her
baptism. I am in shock over these allegations and find it disheartening that a man who
can touch so many and make this world a better place cannot celebrate Mass any longer.
I have often traveled a good distance to hear him speak because I know his words would
get me through any problems and I would leave feeling much better. I am thirty-two
years old and as life gets more difficult we need more leaders like Father Vader to get us
through the hard times.
I pray for him and for you so that God will give you the strength to do the right thing. He
deserves our support and we will give him back what he's given to us. Please consider
that this man is not a threat to society; the crime is that he is not able to celebrate Mass.
For that we all suffer.

AOC 021013

AOC 021014

February 14, 2003

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Ave.- Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Rev. Father:
This letter comes to you regard~ather Anthony Joseph Vader and the accusations brought
against him. We, his family in ~oth shocked and outraged that anyone wold question Father
Vader's integrity or accuse him of compromising his priestly vocation. While we understand that the
Diocese of Chicago must review and evaluate any accusations brought against one of their own we cannot
accept the accusations and find them ludicrous.
I have known Father Vader since before his Ordination as he came to
each year for vacation. He
lived in our home, and became part of our family as he does today during his visits. I have also been on
pilgrimages with him. I can state without hesitation that he is foremost a Priest both then and now; a man
of dedication to his family and his ministry. I am sure you will agree with me that Father Vader had and
continues to have opportunities, while on vacation, to put aside his priestly vows. Never once did we see
him or hear him violate those vows.
For 50 some years he has always been there to counsel and console his family.

Father Vader's life as a priest speaks for itself. He has given, and continues to give, his life for the rights
and well being of all his brother and sisters in Christ especially the Black community and Filipino
American community. He has always been true to God and His church, true to his vocation, and true to

himself.
May God have mercy on the soul of the accused and the accusers. We pray that the truth will triumph.

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert

AOC 021015

February 14, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, 0. M. I.
Archbishop Archdiocese of Chicago
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
Dear Cardinal George,
I am write to express my support of Father Anthony Vader after learning of the
unbelievable allegations made against him.
I have been attending Mass at Sacred Heart Church for a number of years.
I have always found Father Vader to be wonderful priest. I enjoyed attending a Mass
celebrated by Father Vader because he made them more meaningful. His sermons
were always inspiring and thought provoking. They were never pompous or
pretentious as, unfortunately, some priests' sermons are prone to be.
Naturally, I find the allegations against Father Vader to be shocking. They are
difficult for me to understand since the Father Vader I know is a wonderful and kind
person as well as being a dedicated priest.
I can only hope that you will be guided by the Holy Spirit in making your
decision regarding Father Vader so that he may be exonerated.
Thank you for your consideration. I will continue to pray for you and Father
Vader.
Sincerely,

cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski

,'.J

AOC 021016

ARCHDKXESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

February 14, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003 and
conducted a First Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct against Anthony
Vader [Retired] pursuant to Article § 1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect
that Anthony Vader did engage in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Cardinal has also
. . .Board's recommendation that Anthony Vader

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the Office of
Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at 312.751.8267.
Sincerely,

;'1f,~~UZO,
Cc:

Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 021017

om~

ARCHDICXISE OF CHICAGO
of P,of<'"""'l Fitru"' Revi<W

'

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

February 14, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003 and
conducted a First Stage Review regarding
allegation of sexual
misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect
that you did engage in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Cardinal has also accepted the
Board's recommendation that you
· ·

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev. James
Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. You may reach him at 312.642.1837.

~

L ah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review AdQtrator

Cc:

Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 021018

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Offi" of Pmf=ioMI Fitn=

R~iew

'

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

February 14, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader

Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003 and
conducted a First Stage Review regarding
allegation of sexual misconduct
against you pursuant to Article§ 1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect
. that you did engage in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Cardinal has also accepted the
Board's recommendation that you
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev. James
Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. You may reach him at 312.642.1837.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admi

Cc:

Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 021019

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Offko of Prof.,>iornl

Fitne~ Rovi~

'

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

February 14, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on January 11, 2003 and
conducted a First Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct against Anthony
Vader [Retired] pursuant to Article §1104.08 of the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect
that Anthony Vader did engage in sexual misconduct with a minor. The Cardinal has also
accepted the Board's recommendation that Anthony Vader

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the Office of
Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at 312.751.8267.

L h McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Adm'

Cc:

Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 021020
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003

--

B.

Bishop Perry Agenda
1.

PRAYER

10:15 -11:30

Priests:
a)

b)
c)

d)
e)
f)
g)

h)

Anthony Vader '52

2.

-

3.

2

AOC 021025

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003

4.

5.

Bishops Concerns:
Pastors Terms

as of 2/14/2003

TERM ENDS IN 2002

START
PROCESS

B

Anthony Vader' 52 (retired)

Sacred Heart Mission

Adm in

TERM ENDS IN 2003

-

3

AOC 021026

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003

_,....

Page 237

B.

Bishop Pein Agenda

1.

Priests:
a)

b)

c)

d)

James Flynn '67: Jim will be exercising authority over Anthony Vader's 52
place [Sacred Heart Mission] until things are settled.

e)

f)

g)

h)

Anthony Vader '52: Tony was removed last weekend. It is very difficult
because John Calicott was from the same parish.

2.

2

AOC 021027

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 02/14/2003

Page 239

-

3.

4.
5.

V/D

Pastors Terms

as of 2/14/2003

TERM ENDS IN 2002
NAME
AP.PT

PARISH

DATE

B

Anthony Vader '52 (retired)

Sacred Heart Mission

YRS

AGE
IN 02

X-10-ED

START

TO

PROCES

s

Admin

4

AOC 021028

February 15,2003

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski:
The purpose of this letter is to offer support for our beloved Rev. Fr. Anthony Vader.
We learned that Father Vader has been accused of improper conduct some forty five years ago. We do not believe that he is
capable of such malicious allegations. To us Father Vader is a living Saint. He has been there when we and countless others
need him for spiritual guidance and moral support and helped us in our pains and sorrows.
We have known Father Vader since we came to America (me in 1981 and my wife in 1985). But recently we became real
on Sundays for our "Samahang
good friends with him
Santo Nino " novena and mass. Sometimes we have experienced traveling for hours to and from different locations and Father
Vader has always been an inspiration to us as we discuss life's various problems concerning us and our family. We think of
Father Vader as the embodiment of goodness and as a priest we have only the highest regard for his work.
He is innocent from all the charges and we believe it without any reservation. We believe that the charges are false and
ridiculous. They should not even be considered or heard.
We beg your good committee to dismiss these allegations and let Father Vader go on with the wonderful work that he is
doing. His fifty years of serving God and men has not been without hardships, that his health is failing him and he had some
major operations on his hip and leg and these has considerably slowed him down. It has been five years since the last time we
saw Father Vader as we now residing in
but our memory of Father Vader will always be cherished in our
hearts. We can only hope that we will see him again very soon, alive and kicking and very much exonerated.
Thank you very much for listening to us and for considering our appeal. Please give back to the community our caring, loving,
honest and prayerful Father Vader. He will always be a part of our families and the source of our strength and guidance of our
spiritual lives.
Sincerely and prayerfully,

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert

AOC 021029
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
PO Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
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February 15, 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
Last Sunday, I learned of the allegations made against Father Anthony Vader. Father Vader
has been at Sacred Heart for over twenty years. I am shocked at this news. I am saddened that
Father Vader must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for thirty days.
I attended Sacred Heart with my parents and siblings as a child. After I was married, I brought
my husband, and eventually our children, to Sacred Heart Church. Like my mother before me,
I am a Catechist in our little mission. I serve Sacred Heart as a Eucharist Minister.

Father Anthony Vader, has inspired us.
Father Vader's kindness, guidance and support have kept my family coming back to Sacred
Heart Church every week. His gentle manner with everyone is an inspiration, especially to
parents in a harried world. His Homilies make the Word of God more meaningful in a society
that seems to be more focused on "stuff' than on living the way Jesus taught.
When I see my sons run into church each Sunday, I know it because they feel at home at
Sacred Heart, just as I did when I was their age. When I see my sons serve God by offering
their time as altar servers, I know it is because of the encouragement they have received from
their pastor, Father Vader. There is a sense of community in Sacred Heart Church that is not
found in many other parishes. It is a feeling of being welcomed each and every time I walk
into the building. It is a sense of renewal after hearing Father Vader guide me through the
scriptures and the Holy Mass.
I pray that Father Vader will be allowed to return to Sacred Heart Church very soon. He is a
kind pastor and a good man. He will always have the support of my family.
Sincerely,

AOC 021033

February 15, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L, Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690

_._; :v

Dear Cardinal George,
I am writing this letter regarding Father Anthony Vader. I have worked
closely with Father Vader at Sacred Heart Church.

Throughout all this, Father Vader has been nothing but the
kindest gentleman and leader. He is certainly an inspiration and a wonderful
role model.
Although there are several Catholic churches in much closer proximity to my
home than Sacred Heart, I choose to attend Sacred Heart. At Sacred Heart,
one feels very much part of the church community. I feel that this is a direct
reflection of Father Vader. Unfortunately so many Catholic churches are
very commercialized these days, always with their hand out. At Sacred
Heart, there is none of this. There is a real sense of belonging, of making a
difference. Father Vader welcomes everyone, regardless of their status in the
community. In fact, when my son was born, I was a single parent. At that
time, I belonged to Sacred Heart but was not very active in the church and
did not know Father Vader well. When I asked Father Vader to baptize my
son and told him that I was a single parent (something I'm told would have
other Catholic churches "reject" my child and I), Father Vader did not bat an
eye and simply smiled and told me that "every baby is God's baby".
I have gotten to see firsthand how the children at CCD and Father Vader
interact and it is very refreshing. He listens to the children and showers them
constantly with praise. The children light up when he enters the room.

AOC 021034

On behalf of the Sacred Heart Community, I would again like to profess my
admiration of Father Vader, his dedication to the Catholic church and for
being such a wonderful role model. If there is anything that I can do either
individually or as part of a whole, please do not hesitate to let me know. We
are very anxious at Sacred Heart to have Father Vader back where he
belongs. While I feel very strongly that it is wrong to seclude him, especially
since a man is innocent until proven guilty, I am confident that justice will
prevail and action be taken against those guilty. Father Vader is a true priest,
one to tum to in times of sorrow or joy. The Catholic church should be
grateful to be represented by such a fine man.
Sincerely yours,

cc: Father Kaczorowski

AOC 021035

2/15/2003

Dear Cardinal George:
I wanted to write to you to offer my support for Father Anthony Vader (retired).
Fr. Vader has been a close friend of our family for many years. He has impacted
my life through his many years of spiritual guidance. Since he became a part of
the Sacred Heart community as a Pastor, I have become much more committed
to my Catholic foundations. Much of this is due to him. I found his words of
guidance at mass were delivered in a way that impacted me and challenged me
to become more devout. I have. I am distressed by the accusations being made
against him. Fr. Vader has been to my house and has presided over the baptism
of my daughter and I am shocked that these accusations could be made. There
is not a more devout priest in your flock. He never waivers from his strong
catholic beliefs and is a strong proponent of this same approach with his
parishioners. These accusations simply cannot be true.
I hope you will find it in your heart to take the time to get to know Fr. Vader and
investigate his case thoroughly. I am convinced that if you do this he will be back
again presiding over mass for his flock, where he should be. He truly is one of
the best you have.
Thank you for your time and all that you have done for our religious community.

Cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski
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.,
Retired priest
removed after
abuse claims
BY CATHLEEN FALSANI
RELIGION REPORTER

A retired Roman Catholic priest who for
30 years served as pastor of the first Chicago
parish founded by and for African-American Catholics has been removed from the
ministry amid allegations he engaged in sexual misconduct with minors in the 1960s.
The Rev. Anthony Vader, 76, former pastor of Holy Name of Mary parish at 115th
and Loomis, was removed last week as
chaplain of the Sacred
Heart Mission, 11652
S. Church. Archdiocesan officials received allegations last fall that
he had abused minors
while an associate pastor of Holy Cross
parish in the Woodlawn
neighborhood
more than 40 years ago.
Vader
is the 14th
Rev. Anthony
priest the Chicago
Vader
1960s allegations archdiocese has removed in the last year
for sexual misconduct with minors.
According to a Feb. 9 letter from Amciliary Bishop Joseph Perry to parishioners
at Sacred Heart Mission, Vader is now
"residing in a monitored and restricted
setting and has been directed not to be
alone with minors."
Holy Cross parish, now closed, was
Vader's first assignment after he was ordained in 1952. He-served there until June
1964. He served as an assistant pastor at
now-shutternd St. Laurence parish from
1964 to 1968, when he was assigned to
Holy Name of Mary, where he would serve
as pastor until his retirement in 1998.
One of Vader's associate pastors at Holy
Name of Mary, the Rev. John Calicott,
successor to the Rev. George Clements as
pastm of Holy Angels parish in Chicago,
was removed from ministrv earlier this
year because of allegations ~f sexual misconduct with two teenage boys in 1976.
The allegations against Vader have
been turned over to the Cook Countv
state's attorney, Perry said.
·

-·\

"•

Reverend James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N. Michigan Avenue - Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
February 15, 2003
Dear Reverend Kaczorowski,

I am attaching a copy of a letter I sent to Cardinal George regarding
the current situation with Father Anthony Vader.
Father Vader has been a blessing not only to Sacred Heart Church,
but also to my family.
Thank you,
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U.S.A

February 16, 2003

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar For Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue - Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Rev. Fr. Kaczorowski,,
We are appalled by the news that our dear friend, Rev. Fr. Anthony Vader, is being accused of inappropriate
behavior in an incident 45 years ago. My wife, - · and I have known Fr. Vader on a continuing basis for that
many years. He officiated in our marriage in
1958 at the Holy Cross Church. He baptised-our•
children and officiated in the marriage of of them. He also baptised
grandchildren. He comes to visit us at
least once a year here in

I

I first met Fr. Vader shortly after I first met my wife, at the University of Chicago Nurse's Residence on
63rd Street in 1957.At that time he was starting to minister to the spiritual needs of the Filipino students in
Chicago. and I were immediately attracted to his sincerity, warmth and helpful attributes. He gave us , as
he did to our other Filipino friends, the guidance , which otherwise would have been a vacuum, being new
transplants from the Philippines. He filled the void for a spiritual mentor and continued to be one through the
years, not only to my wife and I, but also to my children.
We are saddened that at the waning years of his priestly vocation he would be subjected to the humiliations of the
accusation. We pray the Almighty and Knowing God give him the strength to see through his trials and ultimately
be vindicated. We know Fr. Vader as a friend and as a dedicated priest of outstanding character and morals.

Sincerely yours,

cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0. M. I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert

AOC 021045

February 16, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
Re:

Rev. Anthony J. Vader

Your Eminence:
I write this letter to express my support for Father
Anthony Vader.
I graduated from Holy Cross Elementary School in 1111.
Father Vader heard my First Confession; he was there for my
First Holy Communion as well as for my Confirmation and my
Graduation. After leaving Holy Cross, I attended 11111111
11111111 High School in downtown Chicago, but still often
attended Sunday Mass at Holy Cross Church.
During my years at Holy Cross, Father Vader was the
first cleric who "humanizedu the priesthood, demonstrating
that priests were more than just the "mysterious men in
blacku who said Mass and heard confessions.
Father Vader
showed us that priests could also play basketball with the
boys and jump rope with the girls.
Father Vader always
celebrated with us during the good times just as he was
there to offer his support and compassion during our
struggles and failures.
He was vibrant and funny; caring
and compassionate; we all loved him.

AOC 021046

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Chicago
February 16, 2003
Page 2 of 3

I am a resident of the State of 1111111111111 but have been
here in Chicago visiting relatives for the past few months.
Each Sunday, I attend Mass at Holy Name of Mary Parish with
my family members.
Because Father Vader was there, it has
been the perfect incentive for me to bypass the many
Catholic churches located nearer to where I am staying to
drive to Holy Name of Mary.
The first time I saw Father
Vader after these many years it felt like "coming home."
The few Sundays that I have missed Mass, Father Vader has
always asked my family where I was.
This is but one
example of how Father Vader truly cares about you, even
noticing when you miss Mass.
It is my sincere hope and prayer that Father Vader
will be cleared of these charges.

cc:

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue - Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611

AOC 021047
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Retired priest faces
· sex-abuse allegations
A retired Roman Catholic priest who I
worked for decades in South Side par- .
ishes was removed from ministry last
week because of allegations of sexual
misconduct against minors in the 1960s.
Rev: Anthony Vader, 76, had been serving as a chaplain at Sacred Heart Mission, 11652 S. Church St., according to
the Archdiocese of Chicago. He was removed Feb. 9, Dwyer said.
Vader "is residing in a monitored and
restricted setting and has been directed
not to be alone with minors," Auxiliary
Bishop Joseph Perry said in a statement.
The archdiocese received allegations
last fall that Vader had abused underage
girls while he was an associate pastor of
the now-closed Holy Cross Catholic
Church in the Woodlawn neighborhood
more than 40 years ago.
He served there from 1952 to 1964 and
then at St. Laurence Parish until 1968.
From 1968to1998, Vader was a priest at
Holy Name of Mary Church, a historic
parish in Morgan Park that was founded
to serve African-Americans. The parish
is known for adding gospel traditions into the Catholic service.
Vader served at Holy Name of Mary
with Rev: John Calicott, who was removed as pastor of Holy Angels Parish
last year because of sexual misconduct
allegations dating to 1976.
The Cook County state's attorney's office is investigating the allegations
against Vader, a church official said.
In the past year, the archdiocese has
removed 14 priests from the ministry because of allegations of sexual misconduct.
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Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces an e-mail chain between Victim KE and various family and friends, dated
February 17, 2003, in which a relative of KE circulates a news article regarding Fr. Anthony
Vader's removal from ministry due to allegations of minor sexual abuse as an act of support for
Victim KE due to Victim KE's previous assertions to friends and family that she was abused by
Fr. Vader. Victim KE responds by detailing her abuse by Fr. Vader at Holy Cross parish when
Victim KE was approximately 10-11 years old.
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February 18, 2003
:...

,....,. .•_..

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
Dear Cardinal George:
My name is
and I am a member of Sacred Heart Mission Church
located at 11650 S. Church Street in Chicago.
I am writing on behalf of our administrator/pastor, Father Anthony Vader, who is
accused by two women of inappropriate physical contact nearly forty years ago.
Details of these allegations were given from Bishop Joseph Perry at a mass celebrated at
our church on February 9th.
I believe Father Vader is innocent of these charges. Fr. Vader is one of the most
genuine and loving priests I have ever known. He is one of the main reasons why over
the past 20 years, Sacred Heart Church has grown in membership and attendance. At the
regular 10:30am Sunday mass for example, the congregation overflows into the vestibule.
The standing room only crowd includes many people who have come back to practice
their faith after time away from the church. To lose the man responsible for this kind of
leadership is devastating.
Father Vader represents all the church would hope for in her clergy; he is a beautiful
man and a wonderful priest.
In closing, I respect the process of which this investigation must take place. I also
respect the individuals making the accusations and I pray for them. I trust however, that
after so many years the real facts will be made known in this case.
God bless you Cardinal George, now and always.

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests

AOC 021057

~ebruary

18,

200~

Re: Fr. Anthony Vader

Rev. Fr . .Tames T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priest
645 North Michi~an Ave. -Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Fr. Kaczorowski:
I Have known "Fr. Anthony Vader for the nast i.:wenty ~It'a:rs both
lovinr: and carinr,: nriest as 'vell as a 1~~1 od ac< mtint:rnce
friend.
With all the years that I have known hifYl as a priestn••ve1· r can
believe that he was accused o+' such thinP"s and nrecisE·ly that
incidenthas happened about 40-45 years a~oand jow crediblethose
are at that time with ap:es around 8-9 year:;; ol(\, that ~ con, t
as a

1

know.

For all the years that I have known him ~r. Vader exhibits
professionally as a ~riest and so lovin~ and c~rin~ indtviiual.
He comes to hol"'!e if so reouested +'or any snet. hi 1 eventstc• 1 ake
care.
He is a. St:)ec ial orie st and loving too
will come out clean.

1

l lfone a'1d nray that •1e

With warm regards and prayer:

_j
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February 18, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, OM.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
Re: Pastor Father Vader
I have just learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader.
These reportedly date back 40 plus years and as a result, we are told Father Vader
cannot celebrate Mass and must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30
days. This 'news' is a shock and unbelievable to everyone.
We've known Father for many (20) years and cannot understand any of this. We know
him as a kind person and wonderful priest.
My personal experiences go back many years, as he was there for me when my father and
mother were both dying of cancer. He assisted my family in what we remembered at the
time, was the worst experience of our lives.
When he (my father) became so ill, Father Vader was there to attend to our
needs, knowing we had never experienced the death of someone so near and dear. The
same holds true of my mother a few years later. He would come to the house and
distribute Communion to my mother even though she could only swallow a small bit of
the Host. He also came and gave the Last Rites to both my father and mother. There
were many more things he did for me and my family.
Unfortunately, I experienced the death of my husband- Father Vader consoled
my children and myself along with my brothers and sisters and their children. My
husband was fifty-two years old at the time of his passing, which left me a fairly young
widow. I guess all I'm trying to say is that Father Vader has never been anything but kind
and helpful and there for me. I feel the allegations made against him could never be true.
Please know that I support Father Vader 100%. I hope you will take just a moment to
understand how much the people of Sacred Heart Church miss him and hope he can
return to us very soon.
Sincerely,
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February 18, 2003
Dear Reverend Kaczorowski:

This letter is in support of Father Vader. I have worked with Father Vader for
Sacred Heart since 1982.
John Cardinal Cody closed our little Church in January 1979 stating there was no
longer was a need for it. The parishioners thought otherwise and rallied to save
our Shrine. In 1982 Father Vader met with Cardinal Bernardin and he offered to
administrate to Sacred Heart if His Eminence would reopen Sacred Heart. We
are grateful to Father Vader for believing in the parishioners. Cardinal Bernardin
gave the people the responsibility of finding and scheduling priests to serve,
restoration of the Church and maintenance. Father Vader has been a wonderful
priest and friend to all who attend Sacred Heart.
Father Vader has led a busy and active life. He taught for years at the seminary.
He became involved with the Filipino community as a young priest and has been
taking care of their spiritual needs for many years. He was very involved in the
civil rights movement and can be seen marching with Dr. King in Selma. As a
matter of fact, he once told me that he babysat for Dr. King and Curetta in
Montgomery. During his assignment at Holy Name of Mary, through his efforts
HNM became one of the most successful Black Catholic Churches in Chicago.
His accomplishme.nts are many_ He is an avid African art collector. He is an
opera buff.· He has traveled the world. He is intelligent, has several doctorates
and he knows right from wrong. This is not the lifestyle of someone who would
hurt children.
I respectfully ask that that this matter be dropped and Father Vader be allowed
the dignity and respect he deserves in his last years. He is a good and holy
priest.
Respectfully,

;
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February 18, 2003
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue-Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Re: Pastor Father Vader
I have just learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader.
These reportedly date back 40 plus years and as a result, we are told Father Vader
cannot celebrate Mass and must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30
days. This 'news' is a shock and unbelievable to everyone.
We've known Father for many (20) years and cannot understand any of this. We know
him as a kind person and wonderful priest.
My personal experiences go back many years, as he was there for me when my father and
mother were both dying of cancer. He assisted my family in what we remembered at the
time, was the worst experience of our lives.
When he (my father) became so ill, Father Vader was there to attend to our
needs, knowing we had never experienced the death ofsomeone so near and dear. The
same holds true of my mother a few years later. He would come to the house and
d~stribute' Communion to my mother even though she could only swallow a small bit of
the Host. He also came and gave the Last Rites to both my father and mother. There
were many more things he did for me and my family.
Unfortunately, I experienced the death of my husband- Father Vader consoled
my children and myself along with my brothers and sisters and their children. My
husband was fifty-two years old at the time of his passing, which left me a fairly young
widow. I guess all I'm trying to say is that Father Vader has never been anything but kind
and helpful and there for me. !feel the allegations made against him could never be true.
Please know that I support Father Vader 100%. I hope you will take just a moment to
understand how much the people of Sacred Heart Church miss him and hope he can
return to us very soon.
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Office of die Archbishop

Post Offia Box 197'9
Cllicago, Illinois 60690-197'9

February 19, 2003

DearI've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr.
Vader.
I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest.
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~L-a~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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February 19, 2003

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar For Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue - Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski:
When our family heard the news of the accusations of improper conduct by Fr.Anthony J.
Vader, we were truly shocked and immediately said there was no way this fine man could be
involved.I first met Fr. Vader (I'm nowa, when he was first ordained a priest. I was 13 years
old then, and attended Holy Cross School from where I graduated. Fr. Vader loves sports and he
would regularly take a group of my classmates and I to play football on the Midway in Hyde Park.
He later married my wife and l,and baptized our two children,
He
celebrated the Mass at my mother's funeral in Chicago. Needless to say, we've known Fr. Vader
for a very long time and have been very close to him all these years, and always stay in touch. I
have always known Fr. Vader as being a kind, giving and generous person who would help
anyone in time of need. He is the holiest of priests and would never resort to the horrible
accusations being leveled at him by these two sisters. At his age, there is no way that he should
have to live out his retirement, suffering such indignity.
It seems like after 45 years, these two sisters are more concerned about financial gain, and
think nothing of destroying a man's integrity and a lifetime of good deeds.
Thank you for listening to us. My family and I pray that Fr. Vader will be exonerated of
these charges. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at the above telephone
number.

CC: Francis Cardinal George O.M.I. ,,/

Most Reverend Raymond Goedert

AOC 021074

Feb. 19,2003
Dear Cardinal George,
My husband and I have known Father Vader from the Sacred Heart Mission Church for
about 10 years, and are shocked to hear about the 40 year old allegations against him. We find
this news about him very hard to believe. We know Father Vader as a kind person and wonderful
priest.
We owe him much and he derserves our support now.

. '_)
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February 19, 2003

'

''

Francis Cardinal George O.M.I.
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Re:

Father Vader

Dear Cardinal George:
The allegations and resulting requirement that he spend 30 days at the Retreat House at
Mundelein, are incredible, unbelievable and shocking. Father Vader has been at our church for
more than 30 years, as Administrator and more recently, as retired Pastor, celebrating Mass and
ministering to our religious needs.
I am
. I come from a family of
When we were growing up the Sacred Heart Church was always our parish.
It was Father Vader who spoke to my father about having faith and God and actually got
my dad to start attending mass regularly. As for my mother she was always a very religious
person. For the last three years when my dad's health was failing and my mom's last five years,
Father Vader was always there for them and our family.

When they could no longer attend mass Father Vader came to our home to give
communion and to comfort my parents, he always had time for them. We always feel good
when Father Vader gives mass for my parents because we know he cared for them.
We know father to be a good priest always. We simply cannot understand how anyone
could charge him as they have.
Sincerely,

•
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February 20, 2003
Rev.Fr. James T. Kaczorowski:
Our family has recently learned that Fr. Anthony J. Vader has been accused of improper
conduct against girls about 45 years ago. With great sadness we wish to let you know that we
cannot believe these accusations. Everything that we have known and seen of Fr. Vader over the
last 10 years convince us that he is a kind, caring and holy priest.
I would like to share with you some of my personal experience with Fr.Vader. About
five years ago when my father was hospitalized- Fr. Vader was there for the family.
He prayed and visited my father and talk to my mother and the rest of the family. Eventually,
my Dad died and Fr. Vader was there to console us. He officiated in the funeral mass and shared
our sorrows as a friend.
Then a year later my Mom got sick. She was in the hospital for four months My family was devastated because its only been a year that we lost our Dad and now
our Mom is going to leave us too. Fr. Vader was there for the family and again prayed and
presided in my Mom's funeral mass.
Fr. Vader became so close to us
Fr. Vader
was there to say mass and just talk to the family and friends. My parents are gone now and Fr.
Vader has become my adviser and mentor.
These accusations are untrue to our knowledge. Fr_ Vader is a caring Priest who will never ever
hurt anybody. He is to me already a saint. He is the champion of our family and the whole
Filipino community.
I hope that the process will free Fr. Vader of any wrongdoing let alone clear his name.
Thank you and God Bless you.

cc: Cardinal Francis George
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
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February 21, 2003
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Father Kaczorowski:
It would be so much easier to speak with you face-to-face about Fr. Anthony Vader.
When he didn't write for nearly two months, I started worrying about him.
He and I enrolled together in Quigley Preparatory Seminary in 1940. Our last names
fortuitously placed us in the same classroom; we often shared the same bus going into downtown
Chicago and back. Although I left the major seminary
we met with other friends before
and after Tony's ordination. And we corresponded regularly by letters and e-mails.
When we spent the afternoon together about four years ago, it was obvious to me that
Tony had grown into a serious, dedicated priest who still knew how to laugh at himself. Because
he is a sociologist and I had taught moral theology in Catholic colleges and in - s
seminary, and consulted with Fr. Albert Moraczewski, O.P., on medical ethics, most of our
conversation that day was about the current and future situation of the church in America. The
only disturbing change I noticed was that Tony had gained more weight. He was still the
innocent, delightful boy I had come to admire so much, and could count on r.s a most valued
friend.
Isn't there some way that the two sisters who have accused him of sexual misconduct
could be induced to take a lie detector test or submit to a psychiatric evaluaf on? Tony is quite
incapable of breaking his vows, and even more incapable of lying to his superiors or his friends.
I trust that you will see to it that Fr. Vader is treated with the respect he deserves.

cc. Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
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02/21/03
Dear Cardinal George,
I am writing in reference to the recent allegations against Father Vader. I personally feel
they are false. Father Vader, in my opinion, is the last person on the face of the earth that
would ever molest a young child. I find it suspect that two sisters would come forward
some forty years later and make theses allegations. No one else has made any allegations
against Father Vader.
In . . I divorced and became a single parent of two young girls. My faith was lost in the
Catholic Church and I was searching for another religion to worship in. My friend told me
to give Sacred Heart a chance and also the Roman Catholic Church another chance. My
first Sunday at Sacred Heart will always be remembered. Father Schied, now deceased,
stopped his homily and looked out the window. I found this a bit odd, but then he hollered
out, "Mary, the tow truck still isn't here". I guess you could say I was hooked on how
personal and family like this little Church is. Father Vader has always made Sacred Heart
special with his easy to understand homily and way of words like no other priest that I've
ever listened to. At the end of mass we have the usual round of applause for a Birthday or
a local High School's victory. I can only remember one time being asked for money and
because of this I donate about twice what I gave at St. Bernadette in Evergreen Park.
The Church is in an African American section of town that is also a high crime rated
neighborhood, but still every Sunday the Church is filled to capacity. In fact there are
people out the door and standing on the stairs that lead to the Church.
My younger daughter graduated from Sacred Heart's CCD Program and my nieces are
still involved. My daughter said she learned more in one day from Sacred Heart's Program
then she did all year at St. Bernadette'.
I'm not sure if this letter will help, but I sure hope you understand how loved Father
Vader is. He is a great man!
Sincerely,

cc Father James Kaczorowski

AOC 021084

February 21, 2003

Reverend James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue-Suite 543
Chicago, lllinois 60611

Dear Father Kaczorowski,
We are writing in support of Father Vader. The allegations against him are
extremely hard to comprehend, much less believe. We have always known him to be
kind and humble priest, always putting others before himself.
Our prayers are with him and all those involved in this investigation. May the
truth come to light soon.

Sincerely,
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By JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA, AP Science Writer
DENVER - Remember that wonderful day when Bugs Bunny hugged you
at Disneyland? A new study shows just how easy it can be to induce false
memories in the minds of some people.
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More than a third of subjects in the study, presented Sunday, recalled
that theme-park moment - impossible because Bugs is not a Disney
character- after a researcher planted the false memory.
Other research, of people who believed they were abducted by space
aliens, shows that even false memories can be as intensely felt as those
of real-life victims of war and other violence.
The research demonstrates that police interrogators and people
investigating sexual-abuse allegations must be careful not to plant
suggestions into their subjects, said University of California-Irvine
psychologist Elizabeth Loftus. She presented preliminary results of recent
false memory experiments Sunday at the national meeting of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science (news - web sites).
Loftus said some people may be so suggestible that they could be
convinced they were responsible for crimes they didn't commit. In
interrogations, "much of what goes on - unwittingly- is contamination,"
she said.
The news media's power of suggestion also can leave a false impression,
Loftus said.
"During the Washington sniper attacks, everyone reported seeing a white
van," she said. "Where did it come from? The whole country was seeing
white vans."

• Study Suggests Test for

Brain Disease Associated

Loftus is one of the country's most controversial memory researchers. She
frequently draws harsh criticism from victims' advocates, attorneys and

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20030217/ap_on_sc/false_memories_6
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other scientists.

Press (Feb 20, 2003)

• Nasal Biopsy May
Diagnose Fatal Brain
Disease Reuters (Feb 19,
2003)

Opinion & Editorials
• Untangling dyslexia
Cleveland Plain Dealer (Jul

Over 25 years, she has examined more than 20,000 subjects and written
19 books. She appears frequently in court as an expert witness.
While some recovered memories turn out to be true, Loftus says her
experiments repeatedly show that memories are fragile possessions that
are easily manipulated. But she does not condemn her subjects for being
gullible.

24, 2002)

• Humans are not
hardwired for racism
Detroit Free Press (Dec 21,
2001)

• Autism needs care

Gulf

News (Nov 21, 2001)

Feature Articles
• The culture of autism

Of adopting false memories, she said: ''This behavior is entirely normal."
A key, researchers said, is to add elements of touch, taste, sound and
smell to the story.

In the Bugs Bunny study, Loftus talked with subjects about their
Limited Tirr
chiidhoods and asked not only whether thsy saw someone dressed up as
the character, but also whether they hugged his furry body and stroked his
velvety ears. In subsequent interviews, 36 percent of the subjects recalled Services
the cartoon rabbit.
• Daily Ema

Boston Globe (Feb 16,
2003)

• Rebuilding His Life:
Brain surgery helps
Parkinson's patient
Modesto Bee (Jan 26, 2003)

Related Web Sites

•Product

• Free

New~

In another study, Loftus suggested frog-kissing incidents that 15 percent
of the group later recalled.
"It is sensory details that people use to distinguish their memories," said
Loftus. "If you imbue the story with them, you'll disrupt this memory
process. It's almost a recipe to get people to remember things that aren't
true."

• Brain Briefings
• Neuroscience
• Digital Anatomist:
Interactive Brain Atlas

News Resources

In other research presented Sunday, Harvard University psychologist
Richard McNalty tested 10 people who said they had been abducted,
physically examined and sexually molested by space aliens.
Researchers tape-recorded the subjects talking about their memories.
When the recordings were played back later, the purported abductees
perspired and their heart rates jumped.

Providers
·Reuters
·Space.com

McNally said three of the 10 subjects showed physical reactions "at least
as great" as peopie suffering post traumatic stress disorder from war,
crime, rape and other violent incidents.

·AP
News Alerts

''This underscores the power of emotional belief," McNally said.
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Advancement of Science
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February 23, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, OMI
Archdiocese of Chicago
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690

Dear Cardinal George,
I am writing you regarding the allegations made against my pastor and friend, Rev.
Anthony .J. Vader. My family is shocked and deeply saddened by these unfounded
charges. There is no way that these allegations about Father Vader could be true.
I have known Fathe_r Vader for more than twenty years and do not believe for a
moment that these.forty year old allegations could be true. He is everything the
Church could want in a priest- thoughtful, compassionate, caring. Father Vader has
married my sister, baptized my nephew, and buried my mother. He has been there for
us in happiness and in sorrow. In all the years I have known him, I have never heard
him say or do anything that was not in accordance with the Christ's teachings.
I recently read an article about a study showing that the mind can be fooled into
believing fiction as fact, especially over time. I would not be surprised if Father
Vader's accusers are not only mistaken but are being manipulated to bring scandal
and disgrace to the Church and its ministers.
It has been painful to watch Father Vader go through this ordeal, especially today
with the· death of his beloved sister. I have found comfort in Cardinal Bemadin's
words in his book The Gift of Peace1 "From deep in my soul, however, I heard the
Lord's words ••• "The truth will set you free" (.John 8:32). My faith reassured me that
the truth was all I had, and all that I really needed." I hope and pray that the truth
will be enough for Father Vader to return to ministry without delay.
Sincerely,

,_

1•·.
.

/

cc: R.ev•..J~T· Ka~zorowski, Vicar for Priests
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February 24, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
Dear Cardinal George:
In faith and in fealty we write to ask for your concern and intercession on behalf of
our dear priest, Father Vader. We are despondent over the scurrilous accusations
made against this stalwart man of the Church, and saddened that he has been
removed from us.
•
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I . ••
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\ • : I
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In the second :floor of a tiny church called Sacred Heart, Father Vader has served
fai~hfully fo.r two qe~ades as.our.p:r:iest. He.i,~ m01:e .than.our.priest. For hundreds
C~t~9Iic~,·~vjhe.·Aicq'4ioce~e ot'·chic.ago~~~:atlie~:·Vadef is ~"Qµl\y~rk. ~,o.9ur, faith.
When !)reaches to
we·get It. Wheri he says hello after.Mass,' he 16oks 'tis .in
the eye. He. blesses the children. Rest assured, Cardinal George, that Father Vader
has meant the difference for scores of folks between coming to Mass and leaving
the Church.

br

he

us;

works part-time in
When we are lucky enough to have her home, there is
no question but that on Sunday mornings, she is with us at Sacred Heart to hear
and see her beloved Father Vader. It is not just old folks who love him.
We are dumbfounded that 40-year-old accusations against this good and loyal.
priest W,9uld ta~eJhis mm:, .With all.tP..e. '~curve balls".th~t w~. ~~,Ga~9·1~c~-~~~~. -~),.
had to.face iri th(;!
pa~t ~e.w,years,
.F,~t}ier V:~q~r has.. b.~en_9iJ.r,.pitlar,
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Please ·retun1 him fo us.
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February 24, 2003
Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Ave. - Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
Re:

Fr. Anthony J. Vader

Dear Rev. Fr. Kaczorowski:
We are deeply saddened by reports that Fr. Anthony J. Vader was accused by two women of sexual
misconduct, which allegedly happened over forty years ago. We cannot and do not believe these
accusations. We believe Fr. Vader is innocent and pray that he will be exonerated and returned to
his ministry, soon!
We have heard of Fr. Vader since we first came to Chicago in 1970. We knew that he worked and
served as spiritual director to Filipino doctors, nurses, other professionals and the Filipino
community in general. His association with the Filipino community dates as far back as 1957 or
earlier.
As you probably know, the Filipino community, then and now, is a very close knit and religiously
conservative community. We place priests and other members of the clergy in a very high position
of honor and respect. We likewise have very high expectations of them, morally and spiritually.
Therefore, any indiscretion, sexual or otherwise, that Fr. Vader may have committed, would have
been held against him by the community, privately or publicly. He would never have lasted in the
Filipino community's high regard for a year, much less 50 years. Everything that we have heard
and seen over the last several years, convince us that Fr. Vader has been a model of priestly
devotion and spiritual integrity.

It was not until 1999 that our family became good friends with Fr. Vader. He was the spiritual
director of our pilgrimage group to the Holy Land in 1999, then to Fatima and Lourdes in 2000 and
to Italy and Medjugorje in 2001. We came to know this wonderful, caring, respected and prayerful
man even better when we started participating in the weekly Santo Nino (Infant Jesus) devotions, of
which he has been spiritual director since 1980.
In 2002, together with another Filipino couple, we coordinated the celebration of the 50th
anniversary of Fr. Vader's priestly ordination. It was during this planning and preparation period
that we truly appreciated what Fr. Vader meant to the vast majority of over 100,000 members of the
Filipino American community here in Chicago, to those who have moved to other States and to the
many people who have since retired in the Philippines as well as to the hundreds of homeless and
abandoned young people in the Philippines who live in shelters generously supported by Fr. Vader
from his limited financial resources.

AOC 021102

:/

•

Our celebration committee was very impressed and surprised by the overwhelming response of
these long time acquaintances, friends and "families" of Fr. Vader. We received calls, letters and
greetings - all grateful for what Fr. Vader has done for them and their families. We heard of how
Fr. Vader had married them in the late 1950s and the 1960s, baptized their children, married their
children, baptized their grandchildren, buried their dead, consoled and counseled them and many
other forms of assistance. We also heard how Fr. Vader arranged to have them supplied with boots
and winter coats during their first winters here in Chicago, how Fr. Vader went with them to the
immigration office to have their working or student visas extended or revalidated. We also heard
how Fr. Vader went with some nurses to State capitols to lobby for equal pay for these
hardworking, underpaid nurses. All these testimonials speak of their love and respect for Fr.
Vader, love and respect that could only have been earned by someone who had discharged his
priestly duties with the utmost spiritual integrity. We are enclosing a copy of the souvenir program
that the Filipino American community put together and distnbuted at the celebration dinner in
honor of Fr. Vader on May 4, 2002. A copy of this souvenir program was given to His Eminence,
Francis Cardinal George immediately after the celebration.
Incidentally, the parishioners of Holy Name of Mary Parish and the Mission Church of the Sacred
Heart, also showed their appreciation for this wonderful pastor with equally touching sot11
anniversary celebrations in 2002.
Several friends of Fr. Vader, especially those who knew him over 40 years ago, have expressed
interest in appearing before the Board of Review to attest to Fr. Vader's sterling and prayerful
character. We believe it is the sacred duty of the Board of Review and of the Archdiocese of
Chicago to listen and to consider these testimonials about Fr. Vader's character during the time
period of these accusations.
Fr. Vader has as much right as his accusers, before God, before man and before the Board of
Review to be treated with respect and to be heard. We can provide you with the names, addresses
and phone numbers of these potential character witnesses for Fr. Vader. Thank you for your
attention and your consideration to our appeal to return Fr. Vader to his sacred ministry.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Enclosure
Cc: Francis Cardinal George
Bishop Raymond Goedert
Fr. Anthony J. Vader

AOC 021103

February 24, 2003

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar For Priests
645 North Michigan Ave.- Suite 543
Chicago, Il 60611
Dear Father Kaczorowski,
I am a practicing physician in the City of Chicago
for more than 30 years. I have known Father Anthony
Vader ever since I came to this country in 1966.
During those years I have found him to be one of
the most dedicated priest I have ever known. He is
always there when you need him. He has served well
in the Filipino-American community. He has sent many
Filipinos to study priesthood in the Philip~ines and
financed there schooling thru our little donations
and from his own pocket. For him to be accused for
something that happened 45 years ago by two women I
find it preposterous. I sincerely believe tha' he is
an innocent victim like the late Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. We need more priest in the Archdiocese of the
City of Chicago like Father Anthony Vader. My family
and I pray that he will soon be exonerated of the
charges against him.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

CC: Francis Cardinal George; O.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
Father Anthony Vader
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February 24, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear Cardinal George:
We recently learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader.
These reportedly date back 40 plus years and, as a result, we are told Father Vader cannot
celebrate Mass and must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 days.
This "news" is a shock and unbelievable to everyone.
Although we've only known Father Vader for a few years, he was kind enough to give
our sop, a recommendation for entrance to~igh School. We
have only known him as kind, understanding and extremely helpful.

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski

AOC 021107

Most Rev. Raymond Goedert
Vicar General
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, IL 60611

OFFICE OF VICAR GENERAL

Most Rev. Raymond Goedert:
I am writing this letter to you to inform you of my whole-hearted support of Father
Anthony Vader. When I heard of the allegations made against Father Vader, I was dismayed and
appalled that such falsity could gain any credence in a civil society. And I am gravely
disappointed in a system that would entertain such obviously false allegations.

I speak to you on many levels. First, I speak to you as a life-long Catholic. l have been
steadfastly supportive of the Church on many levels. Defending it, during scandals, supporting
it, monetarily and with my faith in the Lord. It never has been easy being a Catholic in today's
society, but I have felt that my faith has always been strong. It has always been a source of
strength when I needed comfort. I am proud of my faith, I am proud of my religion. And my
strength, belief and faith were greatly nurtured by Father Anthony Vader. Father Vader has been
a pillar of my Catholic upbringing as well as my secular upbringing. Father Vader has said most
of the masses that I attended in my young life. He baptized my younger brother as well as all of
my cousins and recently he married my older brother. Father Vader has always been there
through every heartbreak, every triumph, and every mundane life event that a person can go
through. He has always shared, lead and guided my family, my friends and myself throughout
our lives.
I have known Father Vader since I was a little girl. I never doubted his spiritual
guidance and love for my family and me. Numerous times, throughout my life, l have been
alone with Father Vader. And NEVER would Father Vader ever do anything inappropriate, he is
always loving and giving and the most pleasant of company, but NEVER inappropriate in any
way. And this is one of the reasons why I feel so strongly about the falsity of these allegations.
grew up with Father Vader, along with most of my friends and family, he is and always will be
trusted with our lives, and now as we grow older with our children's lives.
Second, I speak to you as a social worker. I have spent most of my post college career, in
social services. I spent two years after college working at a grou home for abused and
neglected children. I went on to get my social work degree at
I spent most of my time in
, specializing in sexual abuse and sexual offenders at
. I did intense clinical intake, assessment, and therapy
with sexual abuse victims, non- offending parents and sexual offenders. I know every single, in
and out of sexual offense and the cycle of a sexual offender. I have done intense group therapy
sessions with sexual offenders and understand comprehensively, the characteristics of a sexual

AOC 021108

offender. This is how I know, without reservation, that the allegations against Father Vader are
absolutely and completely false. He holds none of the characteristics exhibited by sexual
offenders. He does not have anything close to the repeated cycle of an untreated sexual offender.
On the contrary, Father Vader has always upheld the values, principles and ideals of the Catholic
Church. He has been completely ethical and moral in every possible way.
Third, J speak to you as an attorne
ion for sexual abuse victims.
Prosecuting
I
life-long sexual offenders was second nature to me in the two years that I worked at
Knowing a case, the intricate, lengthy details of a sexual offenders life became
a part of my everyday working life. It is what J know, it is what I breathe, and it is what I
understand. As a result, I look at cases, bad side always in the forefront, never giving the benefit
of the doubt to them and they are lifelorig offenders with many victims in their wake.
And as a result, with my prosecution background I can tell you with absolute certainty
that Father Vader is so far from those people. He is quite the opposite in fact and in life. Father
Vader cares and loves deeply-- it is his greatest quality. He has upheld the ideals and the morals
of the Catholic Church for as long as J have known him. He has done this better than any other
person in the priesthood that I have ever met.
I hope this letter reflects my deepest sorrow that these false allegations have been
initiated against Father Vader. I am deeply concerned and hope my words are taken genuinely
and seriously. I believe the greatest sadness in this situation is that Father Vader has been taken
out of the active ministry. It is a great loss to the Catholic Church and the countless parishioners
and other Catholics that he has guided through hard and trying times that our world is now
facing. It is my greatest hope that this loss is not permanent and I urge you to do whatever is
possible to bring Father Vader back into active ministry. I say this because I know with my
deepest convictions, both personally and professionally that these allegations are baseless, untrue
and complete fiction.
Please contact me for any further questions or information or if there is anything I can do
further to bring Father Vader back into active ministry. I will continue to pray for Father Vader
as I hope you wi 11 too.
Respectfully,

CC: Cardinal Francis George, O.M.l
Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski

AOC 021109

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File -PFR-137

From:

\,~f
Laura A. Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant

Re:

Anthony Vader (Retired)

Date:

February 24, 2003

A correction in the name of the victim bas been brought to our attention: It is as follows:
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312} 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Laura A. Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant

Re:

Anthony Vader (Retired)

Date:

February 24, 2003

µl~

A correction in the name of the victim has been brought to our attention: It is as follows:
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February 25, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
Dear Archbishop Francis Cardinal George:
We are writing this letter to support Reverend Anthony J. Vader against any alleged
charges. We know you are a very busy individual and we will make this letter as brief as
possible.
My husband and myself have known Reverend Anthony Vader for over twenty years.
...
Reverend Vader married us at Holy Name ofMary Church
personally met Reverend Vader at the age of 8 at Holy Cross Grammar School/Church.
At that time, Father Vader just began his priesthood. He was an eager young priest who
cared deeply in sharing God Words to the students and members of his congregation. I
remembered a kind priest who always prepared his students by making sure we
understood the sacraments we were receiving.
Reverend Anthony Vader is a priest who has many good attributes. A few of these
attributes are: A man and priest who would visit and pray with the sick. A man and a
priest that believed in equal rights for all nationalities. A man and priest who is a great
listener and allows you to realize what measures you should take to solve any problem. A
man and priest who gave back whatever he could to his church and community.
We realize there may be times when a situation seems beyond our realm of
understanding. We know to release the outcome into God's care. We are hoping and
praying for a brief and comprehensive investigation in these allegations. We are positive
that Reverend Anthony J. Vader will be vindicated and will be allowed to re-enter back
into the community to do what he does best, serving his church and all of God's people.
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February 25, 2003

Reverend James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar For Priests
645North1'fichigan Avenue
Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Reverend James T. Kaczorowski:
We are writing this letter to support Reverend Anthony J. Vader against any alleged
charges. We know you are a very busy individual and we will make this letter as brief as
possible.
My husband and myself have known Reverend Anthony Vader for over twenty years.
. Reverend Vader married us at Holy Name of Mary Church
personally met Reverend Vader at the age of 8 at Holy Cross Grammar SchooVChurch.
At that time, Father Vader just began his priesthood. He was an eager young priest who
cared deeply in sharing God Words to the students and members of his congregation. I
remembered a kind priest who always prepared his students by making sure we
understood the sacraments we were receiving.
Reverend Anthony Vader is a priest who has many good attributes. A few of these
attributes are: A man and priest who would visit and pray with the sick. A man and a
priest that believed in equal rights for all nationalities. A man and priest who is a great
listener and allows you to realize what measures you should take to solve any problem. A
man and priest who gave back whatever he could to his church and community.
We realize there may be times when a situation seems beyond our realm of
understanding. We know to release the outcome into God's care. We are hoping and
praying for a brief and comprehensive investigation in these allegations. We are positive
that Reverend Anthony J. Vader will be vindicated and will be allowed to re-enter back
into the community to do what he does best, serving his church and all of God's people.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator8)

Re:

Vader, Anthony (Retired)

Date:

February 25, 2003

She
PFRA received a phone message on February 24, 2003 from
stated that she was pleased with the letter that she received regarding the Review Board's First
Stage Review recommendation and the Cardinal's decision on her allegation of misconduct
against Anthony Vader [AV].
•also wanted to ensure that PFRA noted the correct spelling of her last name. In
documentation to this point,.s last name has been spelled"-" .stated that the
correct spelling i s " - " Please note the change in yo.ur files.

Cc:

Bishop-Elect Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 021117

February 26, 2003

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski:
In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Loving God, Father of mercies and
compassion, comfort and strengthen Fr. Anthony J. Vader from the ordeals he now faces. In your
mercy Lord, protect Fr. Vader from the injustice of the unfortunate, "one strike and you are our,
USCCB Norms. Grant wisdom and compassion to our bishops to revisit the norms and policies against
sexual misconduct with minors by clerics.
I have known Fr. Vader for the last 25 years. I found him to be an "Alter Christus", as he does his
ministry towards the Filipino Community. No other priest, American or Asians have done what this
pious priest had done for us Filipinos. Fr. Vader gave meaning to our Faith, Culture and Tradition. He
made it easy for us to integrate easily to an "American Church" and at the same time helped us
preserved our own traditions. Fr. Vader's commitment and faithful service to us Filipinos enriches our
lives with God's love. Fr. Vader reflects the love of the Good Shepherd.
Whether the allegation toward Fr. Vader is true or not, is irrelevant to me. My love, respect and
thankfulness to God for giving Fr. Vader to us will not change. My heart goes to the accusers, but we
have known a different man of God. Children of God will sin and will continue to sin, Christ paid in full
for our sins, indiscretions and bad judgements. St. Peter denied Jesus 3 times, but there was no "one
strike and you are our for St. Peter. Whatever happened to the "cast the first stone"? Did the US
bishops cast the first stone when they agreed to the norms? Whatever happened to the church
business of forgiveness and compassion? Jesus and his first disciples are probably glad they were
born and ministered in Asia and not in United States, compassion and understanding is sorely lacking
in this country!
Sincerely in Christ,

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader

OFFICE OF THE
ARCHBISHOP
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11024 S. BELL AVENUE

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643

(n3) 445-9443

February 26, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
Sacred Heart Church
Members of the Congregation

Dear Sirs and Members of Sacred Heart Church:
I am writing on behalf of my good friend, Father Anthony Vader. I have known
Tony for six years. We are brothers in community with The Maple Park and Morgan
.P.ark :Ministerial Alliance on the Southside of Chicago.
Rev. Vader is a kind and generous man who exhibits real Christian love, concern
and care for others. I find him to be serious minded with a deep conviction regarding
church ideas and issues. I am impressed that he is a godly man whose life examples our
Lord Jesus Christ himself.
I have never known Tony to be self-centered, proud or arrogant, but a humble
pastor who is friendly and most caring for the folks in his parish. I support him in prayer
and I hope that all charges against him will be dismissed. I believe he is a man of his
word and the Word.
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SACRED HEART CHURCH
11652 CHURCH STREET

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643
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March 1st, 2003
Francis Cardinal George O.M.T.
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
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Dear Cardinal George,
We have recently learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader. These reportedly
date back 40 plus years and as a result, we are told that Father Vader cannot celebrate Mass and must remain at
the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 days. This news is a shock and is unbelievable to us.
My husband and myself have known father for 3 years, and we cannot understand any of this. We have known
him as a kind and compassionate priest. When we married, my husband and I bought a house in the suburbs.
We had previously grown up in the city and we were accustomed to the traditional family atmosphere of the
parishes found in the urban setting. When we went to several different masses at local parishes in our new
neighborhood, they lacked the warm and heartfelt parish family that we were used to. In our local churches, we
felt that the clergy was extremely patronizing to the parishioners. This attitude was so severe that we would
leave church feeling bitter. At times, we would question whether to continue practicing the Catholic faith.
Because of this, we decided to join my parents and grandmother at Sacred Heart Church. Immediately, Father
Vader made us feel welcomed, and his sincere respect for his parish family was shown. He treated the
parishioners as equals, which allowed us to listen more attentively to his homilies. Now, we do leave church
feeling reconnected with God. Therefore, we have a renewed faith in the Catholic Church, and we feel that we
have become better Christians.
In addition to us having a positive experience at Sacred Heart, my parents have also felt Father Vader's

Please reconsider Father Vader's placement during the investigation process. This man has dedicated his life to
helping other people. His parish is his family. To keep them away from him hurts Father Vader, as well as, the
parishioners of Sacred Heart.
Sincerely,
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March 1•1, 2003
Father James Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue Suite #543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Father Kaczorowski,
We have recently learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor, Father Vader. These reportedly
date back 40 plus years and as a result, we are told that Father Vader cannot celebrate Mass and must remain at
the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30 days. This news is a shock and is unbelievable to us.
My husband and myself have known father for 3 years, and we cannot understand any of this. We have known
him as a kind and compassionate priest. When we married, my husband and I bought a house in the suburbs.
We had previously grown up in the city and we were accustomed to the traditional family atmosphere of the
parishes found in the urban setting. When we went to several different masses at local parishes in our new
neighborhood, they lacked the warm and heartfelt parish family that we were used to. In our local churches, we
felt that the clergy was extremely patronizing to the parishioners. This attitude was so severe that we would
leave church feeling bitter. At times, we would question whether to continue practicing the Catholic faith.
Because of this, we decided to join my parents and grandmother at Sacred Heart Church. Immediately, Father
Vader made us feel welcomed, and his sincere respect for his parish family was shown. He treated the
parishioners as equals, which allowed us to listen more attentively to his homilies. Now, we do leave church
feeling reconnected with God. Therefore, we have a renewed faith in the Catholic Church, and we feel that we
have become better Christians.

Please reconsider Father Vader's placement during the investigation process. This man has dedicated his life to
helping other people. His parish is his family. To keep them away from him hurts Father Vader, as well as, the
parishioners of Sacred Heart.
Sincerely,
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March 3, 2003
Francis Cardinal George
Archbishop of Chicago
~QBox l979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear CaFdinat George,
First of all~ I would like to thank you for responding to the many
letters received from the ~~e ofSacred Heart. This accusation
against Fr. Vader has touched-all of us very deeply and we are very
upset and angry about it. One thin_g that realty is difficult to
understarut is how can a manbe removed from his ministry when
he hasn't even been given the chance to appear before the Review
Board and ans-wet their·~ di1ectly. Father Vader., s- removal
was based on tire intel}Jfetatioo of wltat ire said at a meeting
between "the Vicarand- Leah McClusky. This seems totally unfair
to ·me. Why can~ FF._, -himseit: ~ar before-this board and be
questioned directly? Have his accusers appeared· before this
board? Itis-myunderstandin_g1hat he hasn't been able to face his
accusers, either. Bishop Peny-stoodun our.altar and1old the
congregationihat Fatherwas--innocent nnti1 :proven guilty.· 1t
certainly seems that in the eyes of the church~he is gnilcy-until
proven imrocent. l-umierstand1hat with all-1he abuseihat has- .gone
on for ye~s and that has-nowbeen published inthe press,_ thatthe
church must do all that is- I!Os-sible to see that this does- not happen
again. T~lumiras:swung so fm back the other way.
Doesn't is=see1nfeasibk that if the:te was only one accusation that
allegedlyhaI?Pened-45-years-ago,--it should be tieated diffetently
than cases whete there me 1nultiple accusations-againstp1iests? I
truly feeliu-my heart that these won1en are just uutfor a-quick
buck and-are using Fr. V--ader to b:y-1llld get it. b1 the 111ean titne, he
is banishe_d-tcrthe Retreat House and the church---hopesi:hat1rllwill
forget abeutit and that it will go away.

AOC 021142

Now we wait for the canonical trial process 10 be put into place
and who knows how long that will take. How can he defend these
alleged allegations from so long ago'? These two women have
each other1o corroborate any story that they like. He has no one!1
There, again, it is1otallymrfair. We, who have known Fr. for so
many ye~ find this whole situation totallyunbelievabieandpra_y
that after 30 days-you will 1etmn irim1o us illd-tothe connnutrity
that he has- sowiliingzy served for over 50 years.
Sincerely,

Cc: Rel[_ James Kaczorowski
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March 4, 2003
Francis Cardinal George
O.M.I. Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear Cardinal George:
I am writing in the behalf and total support of Father Vader of Sacred Heart Church,
11701 South Church St. Chicago, IL. Over the many years myself and my children have
come to look forward to our weekly visitation with Father Vader. We always loved his
passionate and heartfelt sermons and messages from the Great Creator. My Children have
been especially taken by Father's Christian message. I would have to say that Father
Vader is as passionate about the message of God as any priest I've ever heard preach.
Father Vader, 2 yrs ago now, was very kind to our family in a special way.

We are all very grateful and forever indebted to Father Vader.
Our family does not know all of the particular's of the Fathers accusations. What we do
know is that Father is the kind of priest, the kind of man, one can be very grateful to have
known and to have been served in the name of the Lord, by Father Vader.
At this time of great trial, we are in full support of and all are prayers are with and for our
Father Vader, Vicor of our Church, Sacred Heart!
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March 4, 2003
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 No. Michigan A venue-Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Mr. Kaczorowski:
I am writing in the behalf and total support of Father Vader of Sacred Heart Church,
11701 South Church St. Chicago, IL. Over the many years myself and my children have
come to look forward to our weekly visitation with Father Vader. We always loved his
passionate and heartfelt sermons and messages from the Great Creator. My Children have
been especially taken by Father's Christian message. I would have to say that Father
Vader is as passionate about the message of God as any priest I've ever heard preach.
Father Vader, 2 yrs ago now, was very kind to our family in a special way.

We are all very grateful and forever indebted to Father Vader.
Our family does not know all of the particular's of the Fathers accusations. What we do
know is that Father is the kind of priest, the kind of man, one can be very grateful to have
known and to have been served in the name of the Lord, by Father Vader.
At this time of great trial, we are in full support of and all are prayers are with and for our
Father Vader, Vicor of our Church, Sacred Heart!

AOC 021151

AOC 021152

AOC 021153

ti't.1).. J',, ~ ~o.rn~ J. Ka e-ff62A<P w..<J;, ·
~Ca/\. .:t~ Iv ~.,~d

(, 1/-S ncutf./, )?'J~c/.,~an

t!..i~ea.,o,

Jf.

6.o'

UJ't . - tf~1.t.- S'l.J

II

'711a1t cl 5 I

.?. oo.3

nECEIVE

u

~ \ i- MAR 1 020~;--I . · .
L--- __________J
OFFIC2 OF THE
ARCHBISHOP

I

I

c~,,~~ tJA.nf -:fo:
jho.nUtL

mQ41

t.oAJ,J !r.t.~71t

fai.t.

1

O. M.l.

RQ~n'Jd2'1ol 4oLd.AA-f

AOC 021154

March 5, 2003

j

When we heard the a/legations against Father Vader, we were shocked and disappointed
that someone would accuse him of something that happened 40 years ago. We have known
Father Vader since 1968. He was a very good pastor and spiritual leader of Holy Name of
Mary church. We continue to believe him to be a man of God and a dedicated priest who
takes his vows seriously.

He has been a welcomed guest in our home many times and has always conducted
himself appropriately. We believe that the truth will prevail and he will be returned to
his priestly duties soon.

Sincerely, with love and prayers,

Parishioners of Holy Name of Mary Church
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March 5, 2003

When we heard the allegations against Father Vader, we were shocked and disappointed
that someone would accuse him of something that happened 40 years ago.· We have known
Father Vader since 1968. He was a vety good pastor and spiritual leader of Holy Name of
Maty church. We continue to believe him to be a man of God and a dedicated priest who
takes his vows seriously.

He has been a welcomed guest in our home many times and has always conducted

hi~selfappropriately. ·we believe.that the truth will prevail and he will be returned to
his priestly duties soon.

Sincerely, with love and prayers,

Parishfoners 'of Holy Name

o; Maty Church
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March 8, 2003

OFFICE OF THE
ARCHBISHOP

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60609

Dear Cardinal George,
The only words to describe our reaction to the 40-year old allegations against Father
Vader are shock and disbelief. We know him to be a good priest and we cannot
understand how anyone could charge him as they have. He is a kind and caring man who
has most certainly been wrongly accused. Father Vader has always been there for us and
we now owe him our support.
Our parish is made up of families from different locations on Chicago's Southside and
surrounding suburbs, which makes it very unique. We happen to be drawn to the Shrine
of the Sacred Heart as a family and Father Vader is our leader. Father Vader is a very
meek man and has always been there for his parish family.
We have shared religious and social events with Father Vader and cherish the times we
have spent with him. He married my daughter, baptized her children, and officiated over
funerals of our family members. . . and I are very active in the church, • • • • • •
. We know Father Vader very well and are very hurt by
the allegations. We feel that he would serve the Catholic Church best ifhe were able to
return home to his family at Sacred Heart.
We continue to pray for him and the other priests that have been wrongly accused.

Most sincerely,

AOC 021166

MaJtc.h 8th 2003
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Officers
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The Quezon Association of the Midwest
4875 N. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60640

CONNIE V. RECALDE
Pres idem

(n3) 334-6963
http:/Jwww.qamonline.oracomments@qamonline.org

TITAOBLENA
1• Vice President
CESAR ESCUETA
2"" Vice President
FEMIE MACALAGUIN
Corresponding Secretary
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LOUT C. BRUCAL
Recording Secretary
SOL SANTOS
Treasurer
CARLITO CERRUOO
Assistant Treasurer
GLORY ALMONTE
Audl!Dr
MARVIN S. MASAGANOA
P.R.O/Webmastar

Francis Cardinal George,
Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690

ROLANDO DE LA ROSA
Sergeant-At-Arms

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RENEELAYLO

(Immediate P•.st Prasiden~
ALICE ALMEYDA
CITABlANC
SONIA CANICOSA
ED JAVIER
IMELDA RAFLORES
LINDA VILLAFUERTE

ORGANIZED TOWN
PRESIDENTS
ROBERT MAROON - Atimonan
SONNY OE LOS SANTOS - Baler
TESS VILLAFUERTE - Calauag
MARC MELO - Candelaria
ROSE FLORIDO - Lopez
JIMMY VELUZ - Lucban
ROLANDO DELA ROSA- LucJUUTA ORBETA- Mauban
LEVENIA GIRON - Pagbilao
OPHIE OE LOS REYES - Pitaga
VIEN CORNEL - PolRlo
REXON MAGHIRANG - Sariaya
LITO RACELES - Tayabas
ORENCIO DEL MORES - Tayabas
OLLIE T. PARAS - Unisan
BARBARA CARABIO - YCM

QAM PAST PRESIDENTS
LESLIE ALANDY
FRED ALMEYDA
FREDDIE Af«JARA
VIC AQUINO
ROMY BALCUIEORA
MANNY BATOCASE
LUZ BELLO
MARITA BRIONES
PEPING BRLICAL
EFREN CATALLA
OELLIE CERRUDO
VIC CORREA, JR.
VIC CORREA, SRt
PASS DEVERA
WALLY ESTRADA
PETERLAYLO
RENEELAYLO
ROLAND LONOZA
TEOLOREZCA
MEYNAROMASAGANOA
JERRY OBLENA
EDWIN OLIVERA
TONY PELIPAOA
DELIA PEREZ
RUBY SALVADOR
CON VICTORIA

Our family is greatly saddened on hearing
about the accusations against Fr. Anthony
Vader. We have known Fr. Vader for over
15 years now.
Everything we have known and seen Fr. Vader
all these years fully convince us that
these accusations are nothing but lies,
designed to destroy a good, honest
and holy man.
We would like to share with you one of our
experiences with Fr. Vader.
the Quezon Association of the
Midwest (QAM). One of the organizations
activities is the Mayflower Celebration.
I was looking for a church where we can
have the celebration of the mass and the
mayflower offering. With just one phone
call with Fr. Vader, he agreed to be
"host church" for our celebration.
With our prayers for Fr. Vader to have his
name cleared so that he can return to his
ministry soon.
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Eminence Cardinal George
Chicago, Illinois
March I 0, 2003
Dear Cardinal George:
We have just learned of the allegations made against our retired
Pastor, Father Vader. These reportedly date back 40 plus years
and as a result, we are told Father Vader cannot celebrate Mass and
must remain at the Retreat House in Mundelein for at least 30
days. This 'news' is a shock and unbelievable to everyone.
We've known Father for many years and cannot understand any of
this. We know him as a kind person and wonderful priest.
Sine el
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

John Treanor
Kaczorowski, James; Leonatti, Janet; McCluskey, Leah
3/10/03 10:36AM
files in the Archives

Greetings all,
files are still her. He is schduled again tomorrow afternoon. I doubt he will be done
though. The legal team for Fr. Vader will also be in again on Tueday afternoon. I will return the records of
to Legal Office later today.
Peace
Jae

••t

John J. Treanor
Vice Chancellor
Archives & Records
711 W. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60661
(312)831-0711 (ext. 873)
jtreanor@archchicago.org
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05/14/2003 12:39 FAX

RE:

31260691~3

SUITE 1938

ta!Ol6

A Vader
Archives
March 10> 2003> 1:45 p.m.

: f A(<r 1111-

List of Authors of Letters of Character Reference

Morgan Park Baptist Cli'~cb

kne·w A Vader at H~ly Cross since age 8 as new priest.
i;
';_
'.

Phillipine Consul General
Vouches1for character of A Vader
k110"wn A. Vader for over 50 years

12 petitions with 12 signatures each frnm Sacred Heart Church
Program Book For A. Vader's 501h Anniversary
The members of Samahong Santo N"lll0
c/o
have km>wn A Vader since late 1950's and early 1960's - ~ighest
ethical and respectful behavior and most inspiring spiritual
integrity.,,
Signed by 24 people

St. Bernard Hospital
76 signatures includes•••••
Gra.duai:ed Holy Cross 1963

I

AOC 021177

05/14/2003 12:39 FAX

31260691~,

SUITE 1938

~017

Knew him all through Grammar School (very positive)

Knew him since I was a little girl.
Very strong letter - Social Worker & Prosecutor of
sexual offenders.
A Vader married them in 1958 at Holy Cross. Met
A Vader in 1957

Was abused by a 24 year old married man - herself.
Very strong in favor of A. Vader.
Knew A Vader from Holy Cross since age 13 (now
64) strong

former seminary classmate

''He was spiritual advisor to Philippine Nurses
Association of Chicago (PNAC). I knew since
1969.

AOC 021178

05/14/2003 12:39 FAX

31260691~3

SUITE 1938

@018

Several of us have known A Vader as far back as
the late SO's and early 601s. His words and actions
have conveyed nothing but the highest ethical and
respectful behavior and the most inspiring spirlrtual
integrity.
34 Signatures on letter.

AOC 021179

05/14/2003 12:39 FAX 3126069J~i

SUITE 1938

141019

2d letter from Samahang Santo Ni110- c/o
69 Signatures

AOC 021180

3-11-03

Dear Cardinal George,
I have just learned of the allegations made against our retired Pastor,
Father Vader. This news is hard to believe for everyone. I know Father to
be a devoted and caring priest. I pray Father Vader will overcome these
allegations and return to Sacred Heart Church. I also pray that the accusers find the peace of mind the seek.

Yours Truely
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OFFICE OF THE
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March 11, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. BOX 1979
Chicago, IL 60690

R1~;;:;~0
OFFICE Or THE'
ARCHBISHOP

Dear Cardinal George,
Thank you for responding to our letter of February 11, 2003, concerning the allegations
made against our Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader.
We are deeply disturbed, Your Eminence, regarding the second paragraph of your letter
stating that "The Reviewing Board deliberated long and hard before judging that there is
reasonable cause to believe the accuser's story."
It is incredible that the Reviewing Board could come to this conclusion! Based on the
inconsistencies in the facts, we feel strongly that Fr. Vader is falsely accused. We hope
soon that Fr. Vader will be restored to his Ministry at Sacred Heart Church.
Enclosed for your perusal is a copy of a news item from the Internet on a study made of
False Memories Easily Implanted. Hopefully, the Reviewing Board has access to the
same information.
Our prayers are with you, and our Church at this difficult time.

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar of Priests

AOC 021182

Francis Cardinal George O.M.l.
Archdiochese of Chicago
PO Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690

Dear Cardinal George;
I am writing to you in reaction to the 40 year old allegations against Father Vader. It is
shocking and unbelieveable that a man with such faith, leadership, and compassion
would be taken from us. It is my understanding that he must spend 30 days at the
Retreat House upon further investigation of this matter. I ask you to please give this
matter your personal and utmost attention. Father Vader has been a great source of faith
and consulation to my family and myself. He has shown compassion with my family
through the death of my mother and my aging father. I have the most respect for him and
have never felt in anyway was he a threat to our parishioners. We miss him terribly and
although we have a wonderful group of priests willing to step into Father Vader's shoes
his will be difficult. It is very hard to fill the most confortable, well worn, best fit ever.
We love him, we miss him and most of all we support him until all allegations are
settled.
Thank you for your support and may God bless you:
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March 12, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Dear Cardinal George:
It has taken me some time to fully arrive at my focus in this letter to you. I will avoid any
feelings of anger or comments stemming from misunderstanding. I will only express my
love for Father Vader and ask only for you to help in the proper treatment of a fine man
and a holy priest. Father Vader's close friendship has been a blessing to me for nearly
forty years and my wife and we feel that we know and love him as a beloved member of
our family.
Father Vader has been a living symbol of all the good the Roman Catholic Church can
bring to the world and specifically to those multitudes in his personal care which is
rooted in his faith and his God.
It is not possible to imagine any evil in this man who has shared so much hove and has
been a constant inspiration to four generations of my family. He has buried, married,
baptized all of us. He has taught us respect and deep love of God and as well as love for
each other. Have an unfailing love for Father Vader and a trust in his goodness that will
never be changed. It has been proven by his life.

With respect for your integrity and compassion in helping Father Vader, I am,
Yours trul
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March 12, 2003

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Rev. Fr. Kaczorowski,
Our family is greatly saddened by the accusations placed upon Fr. Anthony J. Vader and his
removal from the ministry due to allegations of sexual misconduct with minors.

In the forty ( 40) years our family has known Fr. Vader, we have not had one incident of
misconduct and/or misrepresentation of his position as a priest to our family, friends, and the
communities he has served.
Father Anthony J. Vader, Spiritual Advisor to Philippine Nurses Association of Chicago assisted
in the change of immigration ruling for foreign educated nurses. He participated in the defeat of
the resolution against foreign educated nurses which would have inhibited these nurses to come
to the United States. He fought in the Legislative Halls of Springfield to change the requirements
for licensure of foreign educated nurses.
Through all these years he had made himself available for counseling families and members of
PNA of Illinois.
We firmly believe that Fr. Vader is innocent of these allegations and hope that the investigation
will clear his name.
We pray for an early exoneration of Fr. Vader, and that he will be able to minister to the
parishioners of the Sacred Heart Mission.

Sincerely,

cc:

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
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March 12, 2003

Francis Cardinal George
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690
Dear Cardinal George:
This letter is concerning the terrible accusations made against Father Anthony Vader. I
have had terrible tragedies in my life and I don't know how I would have managed
without Father Vader.

You can see why we love him so very much. All during this time, this gracious, kind and
generous man was in our lives, he brought nothing but joy and compassion. This loving
priest deserves only our love and trust. God knows this and I know he will guide you in
any decisions made about him. .--·---........__,
Respectfully,

OFFICE OF THE
ARCHBISHOP

AOC 021189

March 12, 2003

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan A venue - Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Rev. Kaczorowski:
This letter is concerning the terrible accusations made against Father Anthony Vader. I
have had terrible tragedies in my life and I don't know how I would have managed
without Father Vader.

You can see why we love him so very much. All during this time, this gracious, kind and
generous man was in our lives, he brought nothing but joy and compassion. This loving
priest deserves only our love and trust. God knows this and I know he will guide you in
any decisions made about him.

AOC 021190

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO
P<>>t Ofric~ Box I '!79

Vicar General

Chicngo, Illinois Hlh9il-1'179
(112)
Fax: (112)

7~1-H271

~17-h379

RECEIVED
March 13, 2003

MAR 1 4 2003
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Dear-:
I deeply appreciated your recent letter concerning Father Vader. Your background as
parishioner, social worker and attorney ma.kes your defense of Father Vader all the more
impressive. As a classmate and friend of his, I am most grateful for the suppo11 and affirmation
you and so many others have given him.
As you know, Father Vader's case is in the hands of the Professional Fitness Review
Board. Presuming your permission I am going to send a copy of your letter to Ms. Leah
McCluskey, the Review Board's administrator. 1 hope it will be of help to the Board in
evaluating the allegations against Father Vader.
With prayers and best wishes, I remain

cc:

Ms. Leah McCluskey

AOC 021191

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

March 14, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
P.O. Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060
Dear Tony:
I realize you must have many questions about what is happening with regard to your
situation. I have appreciated your patience and understanding, and I thank you again for
agreeing not to exercise ministry while your case is pending. As you know, the Dallas Charter
and Norms created a canonical difficulty. They required bishops to act immediately, but Church
law prohibited us from taking any action under the Norms until they received the approval of the
Holy See. I am very grateful to each of you for cooperating in the implementation of the Charter
and Norms, even though that cooperation has taken a toll on you. I am writing the same letter to
each of you so that you are clear as to what will be happening next.
The Holy See approved the revised Norms on December 8, 2002, and Bishop Gregory
indicated they would go into effect March I, 2003. I want you to be aware of the implications
of this, so that at least you will understand how we will be proceeding in the Archdiocese of
Chicago. There are still some aspects of the process that the USCCB Committee on Canonical
Affairs is working on, so some part of the process are less clear than others.

In the near future, I will be submitting each of your cases to the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, as required by the Norms that Congregation issued in 2001. At that time, I
will ask the Congregation for a dispensation from the statute of limitations so that we are free to
conduct a trial according to the Code of Canon Law.
The reason for my request will be that the seriousness and the nature of the matter
demand it. The sexual misconduct of clergy has caused great harm to the Church in the United
States. Unless the Church appears to be taking these allegations seriously, we will lose the
confidence of our faithful people and the Church in the United States will no longer have a
credible voice.
Moreover, the nature of sexual abuse is such that those who are abused often repress the
memory of these actions for many years. It has taken great courage on the part of many of them
to come forward with these accusations. I can assure you that they did not make their decisions
easily. Whether these actions took place, who was involved, and other such matters are things
that are to be dealt with in a canonical trial. But I do not doubt for a moment the sincerity of
those who have claimed to be victimized.

AOC 021192

At the same time I submit the case to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, I
will make formal what up to now has been simply an agreement between you and me. The
Essential Norms for the United States require that at this time I issue a decree, in virtue of canon
1722, prohibiting you from exercising sacred ministry and directing where you are to reside.
If the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith dispenses from the statute of limitations
and directs me to conduct a trial here in Chicago, I will then submit all the material from your
case to Father Bill Woestman, the Promoter of Justice, who will the present a petition to the
Metropolitan Tribunal. The petition will ask the Tribunal to decide two issues: Did you commit
an act of sexual misconduct, as described in canon 1395? If the answer to that is affirmative,
. shall the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state be applied to you?

At this point, if you have not already engaged the services of a canonical advocate, you
will be required to do so. Your advocate's job is to ensure the protection of your rights and to
raise any issues with regard to the above questions.
According to the wishes of the USCCB, the judges for the trial will be chosen from a
pool of judges who will be trained in Washington during the last two weeks of February. This
will ensure that no Archdiocesan priest will be deciding your case.
The judges will use the information that has been gathered by the Fitness Review Board
Administrator, the Vicar for Priests, the Victim Assistance Minister, and your own personnel
file. They may also ask for additional information in the case, as they see fit. You or your
advocate can also propose other questions to the judges that would assist them in their
investigation.
After the judges have collected all the information in the case, you and your advocate will
be allowed access to all of the information that the judges will be using in making their decision.
You will also be allowed to comment on the information you review, and your advocate will be
given an opportunity to present arguments in the case.
At the conclusion of the process, both the Promoter of Justice and you can appeal the
decision of the Tribunal. The appeal can be based upon the procedures that were followed
during the course of the trial or upon the merits of the decision that was handed down.
According to the 2001 Norms of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, these appeals are
to be directed to the Supreme Apostolic Tribunal of that Congregation.
I believe that this is the most effective way to ensure that justice is served in the Church.
By using our legal system, the rights of all parties are guaranteed and decisions are made on the
basis of correct jurisprudence. Regardless of the outcome, the decisions will not only be ju~t, but
they will also appear just in the eyes of our people. This will demonstrate that decisions are not
made in an arbitrary manner in the Church, but are made in an orderly and well-reasoned
manner.
It is for this reason that I will not make any administrative decisions about the disposition
of your case. I believe the judicial process will allow you and your advocate to present
arguments concerning the substance of the case and the procedures that have been followed. The

AOC 021193

judges will then be able to render a decision on this matter which is consistent with our
jurisprudence and canonical practice.
I am very much aware of the pain that you have gone through during these months.
While this has been personally painful for you, I believe this time has also given our people an
opportunity to look at this issue more thoroughly and realize its complexity. Some of the
stridency has lessened, and people seem to be reassured that the cases will be handled in a just
and equitable manner.
You have been in my prayers each day, and I ask that you continue to keep me in yours

F~yoh-hris'
Francis Cardinal George, 0 .M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

AOC 021194
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AOC 021195

2.
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AOC 021196

3.

AOC 021197

AOC 021198

March 15, 2003
Dear Cardinal George,
I am writing this letter in response to the recent allegations
against Father Vader. I have been a parishioner of Sacred Heart
Church since my family moved to-back in 1976. The only
reason I have stayed with the Catholic Church is because of
Father Vader, he is a kind and compassionate man and the false
allegations against are cruel and unjust.
It is ironic how all of a sudden this supposed incident has come to
light and I know that God is testing my faith and that of my
family to be good Catholics and to forgive these women of their
cruel intent.
I hope you find out what many of us already know and that is that
Father Vader is innocent of these allegations and is an asset to
the community and people that he serves.
Sincerely,
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March 17. 2003
REV. FR. JAMES T. KACZOROWSKI
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE- SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 50511

Dear Father Kaczorowski,
Our f arnily has been deeply saddened upon rece1v1ng the unbelievable sad news regarding the accusations made against
Fr. Anthony J. Vader.
To my recollection from several years past, Fr. Vader has
been a very sincer~; honest man and very holy indeed, if I may
say so. We have had opportunities to meet and discuss with him
in our religious and social meetings several aspects of human
problems to which he had been deeply sympathetic. I venture to
speak in behalf of my fellow country men (Filipinos) and for
all people who know him pe•rsonally that we all have the deepest
respect for his sincerity and devotion to duties.
lam very confident that in the very near future and with God~s
help and his friends this holy person will soon find peace of
mind and will soon be indeed exonerated . Most specially, he
can count on our most fervent prayers for the speedy resolution
of this delicate problem. We also pray for his continued good
health and strength to weather all these shameful accusations.
We are also troubled by the Archdiocese's decision in not providing any legal support to accused priests. This attitude
most probably sterns to previous situations. There has to be
a shining exception to every situation and I am very certain
this is one of them.
Father Vader is innocent.

May God blesS: him forever.
prayers1
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March 19, 2003
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690

Dear Cardinal George,

I know Father Anthony Vader through our association as members of the Maple Park/Morgan
Park Ministerial Alliance. I have been a member of this organization for over a decade. I have
listened to the words of wisdom, comfort and exhortation from Father Vader in our meetings and
in sermons given by him in our Alliance worship services.
When I lived in Morgan Park, I would often see Father Vader as he jogged around Ada Park in
his red jogging clothes, waving at people in the neighborhood.
I am saddened that accusations have been made concerning Father Vader's conduct from
years past. I do not believe that the person I know and have known would be guilty of any
conduct that would bring shame to the name of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today's climate makes it seem plausible that members of the clergy might have done things in
the past that were hidden, and that some even now might be engaged in conduct offensive to
God. Yet, the only persons who know the truth of the situations are those who might have done
whatever was done, and those who were the targets of the deeds. Beyond that, there is a more
faithful witness, and it is God. (Prov 15:3 KJV) "The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
beholding the evil and the good."
I am praying that the Lord will vindicate Father Vader, just as Cardinal Bernadine was.
Sincerely,

cc: Rev. J. T. Kaczorowski
Sacred Heart Church :

AOC 021204

March 19, 2003
Dear cardinal George,
am writing this letter as a parishioner of sacred
Heart church. I am 14 years of age and have been
attending mass at sacred Heart for as far back as I
can remember. My mother has explained to me the
recent allegat1ons against Father Vader and I feel
he has been unjustly accused. With recent incidents
of priest in the catholic church, I feel that these
persons have decided to ruin an innocent man's life
for their own personal gain.
I will stand behind Father Vader and I will not
believe nor listen to these persons who are in it
for the money.
I hope you find out what many already know and that
is that Father Vader is innocent of these
allegations and is an asset to the community and
people that he serves.
I

Sincerely,

50
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Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois
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Dear Cardinal George:
You have heard from most of my family regarding Father Anthony Vader. It is now my
time to speak. I am saddened and angry with the Catholic Church for the treatment of
this holy man. .
·
Father Vader has done nothing that can be proven. Our ancestors came to this country to
flee religious persecution. The treatment he is receiving is just that. People are innocent
until proven guilty. He has had no trial, only accusations from many years ago. In our
country even the worst men accused of crimes are out on bail. Father Vader is isolated
and kept from his friends and flock. Nothing has been proven. If he is found "not
guilty," how will you restore his good name and the days you have disgraced him? So
many priests in the Catholic Church have been found guilty. Does that mean Father
Vader is one of them by association?

If Father Vader is guilty then he should be punished. As of today, no stain on his name
has been proven. I am justly angry and my eyes are ablaze with frustration and fear. Just
as Jesus was angry at the "Cleansing of the Temple" in el Greco" masterpiece, I am
angry at the church for the unjust treatment of an innocent priest. His is not in the best of
health, old, with only one good eye. He has given his life to the Catholic Church and his
punishment is isolation. Don't you fear, as Cardinal Brendan was falsely accused, that
some woman might decide there is money to be made ... and accuse you? How would the
church handle Cardinal George in the same situation? What would you do then? You
would remember, for the rest of your life, as I have done, remembering-.
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Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue - Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
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Dear Rev. Fr. James Kaczorowski,
It is with deep concern and disbelief to learn about the accusation of an alleged
misconduct of Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader some 45 years ago. My family and I had close
association with Fr. Vader since we came to the United States in 1973 when my late
husband,
was assigned
at the
Philippine Consulate General in Chicago. Because of this close association we had this
rare opportunity to know him well and this experience was pleasant, gratifYing and
spiritually healthy.
Through all these years that we have known Fr. Vader, there has been no occasion at all
that we knew of any wrong doing much less any immoral conduct that he has committed.
On the contrary, he has always been very congenial, helpful and goes out of his way to be
of assistance to those who sought his guidance which he did according to the morals of
Catholic teaching. My late husband, had been very much aware of this because
of his close contact with the Filipino community during his term of office from 1973 up
until 1982 when he retired. Even after his retirement we have known about the same
support Fr. Vader has continuously given to the Filipino nationals in the way that he
maintained his dignity and integrity as a minister of the church. It is very unlikely that he
would have had done wrong knowing the consistency of the manner by which he conducts
himself in his ministry.
It is unfortunate that the good deeds and honorable intentions of Fr. Vader in extending
assistance have been regarded with great malice thus tarnishing the reputation of a man
of unequalled integrity as a true representative of the church, a man who finds no obstacle
along his way just to be of assistance, a man who sees in all human beings the image of
God in them, regardless of creed or color ofskin.
As a physician, I am aware that Fr. Vader always responds immediately to the spiritual
needs ofpatients which enhances the healing process. Jn cases where it is God's Will that
the patient returns to the Bosom of the Father, Fr. Vader gives spiritual solace and
comfort to the grieving family. I have personally experienced this when my husband had
in 1978 and after that successful operation, Fr. Vader
ef!JE.ated a thanksgiving mass on our behalf Again when my husband passed away in
. . . Fr. Vader was instrumental in easing up the pain of our loss not only by his
consoling expression of sympathy and prayers but by con-celebrating during the funeral
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mass. We are truly grateful to Fr. Vader not only for his spiritual guidance to my family
but also to the Filipino community in Chicago and his personal mission in the Philippines.
It is a shame that at this period of Fr. Vader's life when he is supposed to reap the fruit of

his honorable deeds which he faithfully gave it all for 50 years of service to his ministry
and now peacefully reflect in continued prayer and more service through his remaining
years • he is subjected to stress, embarrassment and shame because of such petty and
unfounded a/legations which is presumably motivated by material gains, the statute of
limitations for criminal charges having lapsed.
This letter expresses our support of Fr. Vader and our sincere plea for an enlightened
guidance in the judgment process of this unfounded case. It is our prayer that this
information be given due consideration and hopefully, may be ofsome help in clearing the
name and reputation ofFr. Vader who truly deserves this fair judgment.
Thank you for your very kind attention to this letter and we pray for peace in our hearts.
Very truly yours,

March 28, 2003

cc. His Eminence Francis Cardinal George, O.MI.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
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Dear~Rev.

James T. Kaczorowski,

Our beloved pastor, Rev. AnthonY~Vader, has
always and will continue in out hearts, to be the
trusted spiritual leader of our parish and family.
There has never been a single moment that our faith
and belief in him has wavered.
He is a worthy and outstanding priest, not only
for our parish but for the community as well.
Our family has never wavered in our love and
trust in him.
Please return our pastor, back to his parishoners.
He is always in our prayers and thoughts.
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Dear Rev. James T. Kaczorowski,
I am writing again to plead for the return of our
pastor, Rev. Anthony Vader.
Although we have had caring priests, during these
difficult months, no one but our parish priest know us
quite so well.
Whenever we have needed him, he has been
there for our family. He has presided over our family's
baptisms, First Communions, weddings and funerals.
Father Vader has always lent his spiritual advice not
only for our family but for any parishoner who needed hin.
Please send our spiritual leader back to his parishoners.
We need him!
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MANDATE

RECEIVED
I, the undersigned,

NOV 0 1 2004
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Reverend Anthony Vader

do name and establish

Francine Quillin PBVM, JCL .
as my Procurator-Advocate for the purpose of my recourse against any administrative or hierarchical
processes and/or decrees initiated against me within the Archdiocese of Chicago, and before any
Tribunal which may be assigned to hear my cause.
I give her the power to act and discharge in her own name all the necessary and useful acts for the
process of the cause or causes.

Date

1/--)f-l}:.3

This mandate was signed in my presence on

Date
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Ecclesiastical Notary

e

e.

I hereby accept appointment as the Procurator-Advocate for Rev. Anthony Vader.

~~

~~Signature

4 a.id-<! o .3
Date

U
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April 7, 2003

Francis Cardinal George O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690

Dear Cardinal George:
Its been over two months since Fr. Vader was removed from Sacred Heart and sent into
exile in Mundelein. In your response to my first letter, you mentioned a "canonical trial
process". What, pray tell, is holding up the process? The faith community of Sacred
Heart Mission deserves an answer to this question.
Also, I understand that Fr. Vader has requested permission to reside at Holy Name of
Mary until whatever process exists to exonerate him is completed. I truly hope that you
will agree to this request in light of his age and physical condition.
Sincerely,

APR - 9 2003
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April 7, 2003

Fr. James R. Kacsorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N. Michigan Ave. - Ste. 543
Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Fr. Kacsorowski:
I wanted to send you this letter to voice my concerns about the false charges
being leveled against Fr. Anthony Vader.
As a student, altar boy, and choir member of Holy Cross Parish, graduating in
- · I have nothing but fond memories of Fr. Vader. It is impossible to believe
he would harm anyone, especially a child. I know him to be a kind, loving, and
caring person.
Talking to other members of my family who also attended Hold Cross, they agree
with me as to Fr. Vader's character. Fr. Vader was not only a priest in our parish
but also a close family friend, staying in touch with members of our family
through the years, performing marriages and baptizing some of our children.
My concern is how anyone can falsely make a claim about something that
supposedly happened 45 years ago (in a girl scout troop that as far as I can find
out never existed) and people will give their charges any credence at all!
Obviously I am a supporter of Fr. Vader. I would be willing to do what I can to
help his defense. I am offering myself, if needed, as a character witness to attest
to the kind of person Fr. Vader is.
Thank you for your time and attention in this matter.

cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert
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SACRED HEART CHURCH
11652 South Church Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643-4838
773-233-3955
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The Lo}(.([ woll./u, i.n mtpd.vcl.nlL6 way.ti - a.nd .tio dou the All.c.hdi.ac.ue 06
Chi.ea.go.
It' .ti been two month.ti .tii.nc.e Fathell. Va.dell. wa..ti Jc.emoved 6Jc.om IU-6 mi.ni.6tlr.y
a.nd moved to the Retll.eat HolL6e at Munde..tei.n. At that time we thought
theJc.i. wu.6 a.n a.c.tu..af. pii..oc.u.o tfrxt woul.d take. pla.c.c., Jtu,ui;ti.ng ..i.:i Fa,,the.1i.
Va.dell. bei.ng ci.ea.Jc.ed a.nd Jc.etultrUJig to Sa.Med HeaJLt.

FatheJc. Va.dell. ha.d one meeting with the V.i.c.a.Jc., Fa..theJc. Ka.c.za.Jc.owMU.. A.6
6a.Jc. a.-6 a. .tiec.ond meeting???
Thell.e AA no i.n6oJr.rna..tion a.va.il.a.ble a.bou,.t
thi.-6.
Al-60 menti.aned AA a.n Ec.ci.ui..aliti.c.a.l Coull.t - Jc.equilted .i.n ea.c.h All.c.hdi.ac.u e.
Thell.e AA no c.oull.t i.n Chi.ea.go; U AA i.n the pMc.u.ti 06 bei.ng .tiet up.
We don't
But, the pll.oc.edUJc.e Oil. pMc.U.ti to a.ppea.Jc. befioll.e thi.-6 CouJit???
know.
Al-60 a.va.i.la.ble AA a.n a.ppeai. t.o Rome. Aga..i.n we have no .i.n6oJc.ma..tion
c.o nc.eJc.n.i.ng thi.-6 •
Fathell. Va.dell. dou have a. Ca.non la.wyell. a..ti well a..ti th!!.ee othell. a..ttoll.ney.ti.
Un6oll.tu.nate..ty 6oll. Sa.c.Jc.ed HeaJLt, 'wa.it.i.ng in the wing.ti' 6oll. .tiome a.n.tiwell.-6
.i..-6 not what we do but, a.nd even moll.e unfioll.tu.na..te..ty, theJc.e .tieern-6 to be
no a.n.tiwell.-6 • Vu pile thi.-6 Sa.Med HeaJLt wi.U c.o nti.nu.e the .6 ea.Jc.eh 6oil.
.i.n60Jc.ma..tion to g.i.ve you.
Thi.-6 whole thi.ng AA i.nc.Jc.edi.bly .titlr.a.ng e. FatheJc. Va.dell. AA 76 yea.M old,
ha..ti .tiome hectUh pll.oblem-6 a.nd c.ondil.i.on.ti. He .i..-6 c.VLta.i..nly no th!!.eat oil.
da.ngell. to anyone, noll. ha..ti he evell. been. Bec.au..6e h.i..-6 CJJJVtent Jc.u.i.denc.y
a,.t Mu.ndetei.n. i-6 ,Ln<'onven.i.en.t to .tia.y the le.Mt, FatheJc. Va.dell.' .ti pell..6o>'l1Ll
phy.6.i.c..i.a.n ha..ti wlli.tten the Ca.Jc.di.na.l, Jc.equuti.ng that he be allowed to Uve
a.t Holy Na.me 06 Ma.Jc.y/Sa.c.Jc.ed HeaJLt bec.a.CL6e a.U 06 h.i..-6 doc.toll..6, M well a..ti
otheJc. pell..6ona1- ma.ttell.-6, Me loc.ated on the .tiou,.th .ti.i.de a.nd .tiou,.th .tiubUJc.ba.n
a.Jc.ea. a.nd d.'1i..v.i.ng ba.c.k a.nd 6oll.th to Munde..te.i.n AA di.66.i.c.t.Jft 6oll. him, a.nd not
.i.n IU-6 but .i.nteJc.ut hea.Uhwi.J.ie.
Hope6ully the Ca.Jc.di.na.l wi.U a.gll.ee.
Plea..tie Jc.emembeJr. FatheJc. Va.dell. .i.n youll. pMyell..6.
Plea..tie 111--60 w!tite a.not.hell.
let.tell. Jc.o Ca.Jc.di.na.l GeOJc.ge c.onc.eJc.n.i.ng FatheJc. Va.dell. a.nd th.i..-6 'c.a..tie. ' TheJc.e
aJte .tie..l6 a.ddll.u.tied, .ti.tamped enve..lopu a.va.i.la.ble at the Jc.ea.Jc. 06 ChUJc.c.h.
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ARO--IDIOCESE.. QllCAGO
Post Offic:e Box 19'79
Oticago, Illinois 60690-19'79

Office of the Archbishop

April 9, 2003

-

The Quezon Association of the Midwest
4875 N. Ashland
Chicago, IL 60640
DearI've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr.
Vader.
I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest.
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

q:::~cJ.1-~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
O.icago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of the Archbishop

April 11, 2003

Dear
I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr.
Vader.
I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest.
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.

Si~~~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of the Archbishop

April 11, 2003

Dear
I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr.
Vader.
I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest.
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

£Lu,~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office of the Archbishop

Post Office Box 1979
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979

April 11, 2003

Dear
I've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr.
Vader.
I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest.
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.
Sincerely yo. urs in Chri~,

q:~~ 'ff4v.,
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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April 14, 2003
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Francis Cardinal George O.M.I.
Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690

Dear Cardinal;
I just wanted to take a moment and speak on behalf of Father Anthony Vader. I've known Father
my entire life. I was raised as a member of Holy Name ofMmy parish, and as you know, Father
Father was somewhat of a
was the pastor. I attended the school during the years of
mentor to me, as well as a good family friend. In all of that time I've never known him to do
anything improper. He never treated me with anything but respect, and I never heard of him
mistreating any classmate in the seven years that I spent at the school all those years ago.
I was extremely disheartened to learn of his present misfortune. I will never believe that Father
Vader is capable of doing what he is accused of. He is a good man who has dedicated his life to
God, and I truly do not believe that he deserves to spend his retirement years with this sort of
stigma on his record.
I am not sure ifthere is anything that you can do, but I thought that I would try just in case. I
truly care about Father, and it hurts me to see him treated in this fashion.
Thank you for taking time to read this.
Sincerely,

-;.':'-·------------- - - - - - - I
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April 16, 2003

Francis Cardinal r,eorge,
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 19n
Chicago, Il. n0690

O.~.I.,

Archbishop

Dear Cardinal George:
It's been over two months since Father Vader was removed from
Sacred Heart Church and we have hoped and prayed for some concrete
news about his being cleared of the unbelievable charges and allowed
to return to us by now.
We all would certainly appreciate hearing what exactly has transpired
with his case since he was removed. How is it proceeding or is it?
When will he have his day in court? This month or next month? We
pray that it will be soon as the stress he is under certainly
cannot be good for this good, kind man.
We would hope that you would take into account Father Vader's age
and health problems and allow him to return to us here at Sacred Heart.
We do not believe that he is, or ever was, a threat to anyone.
Considering his over 50 years of loving service to Our Lord, we pray
that you will have some consideration for this fine person and priest
and allow him to return to both Holy Name of Mary and Sacred Heart.
Wishing you a Holy

~aster,

we remain, respectfully yours,

cc: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
i------

I
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P.A!l'RICE. G . .R.E.ARDO:N"
Al'TORNEV AND COUNSELOR Ar LAW
SUITE l938
221 NOlllH LASALLE stREET

RECEIVED

APR ~ ' 7003

CHICAGO, IUJNOIS 6o6ol
AREA CODE 312
372-5716

April 18, 20.03

Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fimess Review
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
It has come l'O my attention.that the accusations against Father Anthony Vader may
be the subj'ect of a Second Stage Review by the Professional Fitness Review Board ·
during the meeting scheduled for April 26, 2003. I am fonnally requesting on behalf o:f
Father Va.der that the time for this review be extended_
I and others have spent many hours reviewing and investigating the accusations
and will soon be in a position to provide a written response on behalf of Father Vader.
Preparation of this response has been slowed by the fact that Father Vader is now at
Mundelein malcing communication. slow. Also the relevant personnel files are extensive.
{As you know, any notes taken of these :files must be handwritten, a tedious process.)
I do not make this request for the purpose of de.lay, but ratb.er in the interest of
providing the Board with the most complete information upon which to base a decision.

There would seem to be no harm caused or risk to anyon.e, since Father Vader is not
engaging in ministry at tlris time.

If any further information is needed, ph~ase cont.act me at any time. I will be out
of my office until Friday, April 25, 2003. I will be able to return messages by telephone.
I will attempt to call you during the week regarding this matter.
Sincerely,

Patrick G. Reardon

AOC 021229
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April 21, 2003

To: Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue- Suite 543
Chicago, IL 6061 I
Cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert

Dear Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski,

Father Vader was there to concelebrate my 25th Wedding anniversary at the Holy Name
Cathedral.
He was there to commiserate with me during the death of my parents and parents in law.
He was there to celebrate mass in our two children's graduation party.
He was there to bless my children's cars before they drove on their own for the first time.
Father Vader was always there for me and for my family.
What can I do to repay him? I hope this feeble letter will convince you that Father Vader has
nothing but regard for other people's happiness and well being.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

AOC 021232

April 21, 2003
To: Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 North Michigan Avenue- Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
Cc: Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I.
Most Reverend Raymond Goedert

Dear Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski,
Father Vader is a close personal and family friend for more than 25 years.
As a physician, I can commiserate with Father Vader. I, too, am consistently subjected to
nuisance suits, without any absolute merit.
What gives people the right to malign and destroy other peoples' lives and reputation?

I read Father Vader's letter addressed to "My dear Filipino American Family:" where he wrote:
" ... I want you to know that I am innocent, that I have never in my lifetime touched these two

sisters who brought these accusations ... "

Ifl did not know Father Vader personally, I would have exclaimed "Oh, God! Another priest in a
scandal."
But since I do know the man, my heart is filled with rancor for his accusers and pity for the
accused. I remember Joseph Cardinal Bemadin, dying with pancreatic cancer, when he was
fa!sely accused.
I am confident that the accusations against Father Vader are false and driven simply by monetary
greed.
I would like to know the background of the accusers and compare it with the exemplary,
unselfish life that Father Vader has spent serving his parishioners and his Church.
I beg you to provide Father Vader the peace arid comfort that he deserves in his retirement years.
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April 21st 2003

Rev James T Kaczorowski
645 N Michigan Avenue
Chicago IL
60611

Dear Father Kaczorowski,
My greatest concern for Father Vader is his
He does_ has
health - psysical and mental.
some health problems which I understand require
that he see his physicians from time to time
and since they are all located in the south
suburbs, he must drive all the way from
Mundelein and back.
He is retired as a pastor of Holy Name
of Mary and should be able to live his
retirement years without havirlg the stress
these accusations must have caused.
We
know that he is not,and never has been,
a• threat to anyone. These last U months
have been a time of disbeli~f, sometime
anger, and completely senseless to the
people of Sacred Heart.
Please help however you are. able to see
that Father is found free of any accusation
and allowed to return to his ministry.

AOC 021234

April 21 , 2003

Dear Father Kaczorowski:
LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR
REV.ANTHONYJ.VADER
Father Vader is a wonderful priest and has been a friend to my family.
How much longer must he wait to be exonerated from these terrible and untrue allegations?

As you are aware he is not a young man and not a threat to anyone and he never has. It is unjust
that he can no longer serve his community.
I ask that you give some consideration to him and allow him to return to the ministry.
Sincerely,
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AOC 021235

April 21st, 2003

Dear Rev. James T. Kaczorowski,
Shortly after Rev. Vader became

Rev. Vader not only came to the hospital numerous times
but he came to our house.

He wanted us to know that he would

be available, whenever we needed him.

He stressed that we should

not hestiate to call him, day or night.
He carefully explained what the church teachings were
in regard to extraordinary medical procedures.

His

explanation and compassion made the decision that had to be made,
easier if not without pain.
This is just one example of his commitment to his
parishoners.

He can alwasys be depended upon being there when

we need spiritual guidance and comfort.
Please help bring back out beloved pastor.

Sincerely yours,

AOC 021236
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April 22, 2003

Rev. Fr. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N. Michigan Avenue- Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611

Subject: Fr. Anthony J. Vader
Dear Fr. Kaczorowski:
We are very pleased to learn that Fr. Anthony J. Vader will have his hearing on April 26,
2003 before the Boar-d of Fitness Review concerning the alleged sexual misconduct filed
against him early this year.
As we wrote you earlier, we are convinced that Fr. Vader is innocent and we are
confident that the Board's findings will bear out our belief. We continue to pray for Fr.
Vader, for the: Board and for the accusers. We likewise pray for Cardinal George and
whole Church in these times of trial.
We are look.ing foiward to a quick resolution of this case and hope to see Fr. Vader back
in his w(mderful ministry, cspecialJy to our Filipino community. As you know, Fr. Vader
has been ministering to our community, here in the U.S. and in the Philippines. for the
last 45 years and we want that to continue for a long, long time, God willing.
We wish to thank the members of Board of Fitness Review for scheduling Fr. Vader's
bearing as early as possible. May God bless us all. If you have uny questions please call
us at

Sincerely,

Cc: Fr. Vader

AOC 021240

April 22, 2003

Rev. James Kaczorowski,

I have been informed that once again you are going to take the case against
Father Anthony Vader to "the Committee" . My question is why?
Why continue with this charade? Is this an exercise that makes Barbara
Blaine happy? Is that why we are scheduling another "Committee"
hearing? Is Father Vader going to be allowed to defend himself, or is your
attorney going to defend him.
Father Anthony Vader is an innocent man, who is only guilty of doing the
job God called him to do - minister to the people.
Send him back to what God choose him to do - he is an innocent man.

Parishioner of Sacred Heart

AOC 021241

AOC 021242

Aptr.i.l 22nd 2003

Re.v Ja.mu Ka.eu.rtww.&ki.
645 NoJLth M.i.du.ga.n Ave.nu.e.
Chi.ea.go IL
60611
Ve.aJr. Fathvr. Ka.ezOJr.OW.6 IU.,
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Fathvr. Va.dvr. iA 76 ije.a!L6 aid. He. ha..& eel.e.bllated ,.
hi..6 50th a.nn.i..vVl..6aJr.tj a..6 a. p!U..u:.t a.nd .6hou1.d be.
a.bie. :.to Uve. hi..6 ~e.ma1.n.i..ng ye.a!L6 wLthnpeopie.
who k.now a.nd c.aJz.e. a.bou;t him.
HiA he.ai.th .i...6
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Mu.ndel.e.i..n mu..&t be. .&tlte.M 6LiL
Ple.a..&e. do whate.vvr. you. ea.n :t.o .6 e.e. to U that
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a. pUe..&t, at Sa.Cll.e.d He.aJLt -a.nd .&oon, pie.Me..

AOC 021243

April 22, 2003

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar of Priests
645 N. Michigan Avenue- Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Reverend Kaczorowski,
I am asking for your help. Please reinstate our beloved Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader!
This is a travesty and an injustice to a wonderful loyal priest who has dedicated his entire
life to God. Father is falsely accused and innocent of all charges made against him!
We place our faith and our trust in God to see that Father Vader is released of this heavy
burden and vindicated of these false accusations. We also pray, Father Kaczorowski, that
you will do everything possible to return our Pastor to the people who love and care for
him at Sacred Heart Church! He is the driving force behind everything accomplished at
Sacred Heart and we pledge him our fidelity.
Respectfully,
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AOC 021244

April 22, 2003

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar of Priests
645 N. Michigan Avenue- Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Reverend Kaczorowski,
I am asking for your help. Please reinstate our beloved Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader!
This is a travesty and an injustice to a wonderful loyal priest who has dedicated his entire
life to God. Father is falsely accused and innocent of all charges made against him!
We place our faith and our trust in God to see that Father Vader is released of this heavy
burden and vindicated of these false accusations. We also pray, Father Kaczorowski, that
you will do everything possible to return our Pastor to the people who love and care for
him at Sacred Heart Church!
Respectfully,

. '·

AOC 021245

April 22, 2003

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar of Priests
645 N. Michigan Avenue - Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Reverend Kaczorowski,
I am asking for your help. Please reinstate our beloved Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader!
This is a travesty and an inju5tice to a wonderful loyal 'priest who has dedicated his entire
life to God. Father is falsely accused and innocent of all charges made against him!
,
We place our faith and our trust in God to see that Father Vader is released of this heavy
burden and vindicated ofthese false accusations. We also pray, Father Kaczorowski,_ that
you will do everything possible to return our Pastor to the people who love and care for,
him at Sacred Heart Church! He is the driving force behind everything accomplished at
Sacred Heart and we pledge him our fidelity.
Respectfully,
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AOC 021247

April 22, 2003

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Vicar of Priests
645 N. Michigan Avenue-Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Reverend Kaczorowski,
I am asking for your help. Please reinstate our beloved Pastor, Fr. Anthony Vader!
This is a travesty and an injustice to a wonderful loyal priest who has dedicated his entire
life to God: Father is falsely accused and innocent of all charges made against him!
We place our faith and our trust in God to see that Father Vader is released of this heavy
burden and vindicated of these false accusations. We also pray, Father Kaczorowski, that
you will do everything possible to return our Pastor to the people who love and care for
him at Sacred Heart Church!
Respectfully,

AOC 021248
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AOC 021249

April 22, 2003

Dear Fr. Kaczorowski:
The purpose of my letter is to thank you for your response to my earlier letter of support for Fr. Anthony
Vader and to follow-up with additional words of support for him. It has been many weeks since the
allegations were made against Fr. Vader and I'm concerned for his health and well being during the
emotional period of uncertainty that he is experiencing. As stated in my earlier letter I have known Fr.
Vader for many years and he has been an integral piece to my "faith" life and I hope that as you analyze his
situation you will become able to know him and the many lives he has touched He is truly a special priest.
I hope that you will review his situation soon. Because I know that then he will be able to return to what he
is truly best at, actively serving his faith community.

AOC 021250

·April 22, 2003

Dear Rev. Kaczorowski:

I am writing you again to show support for FATIIER VADER
It is my sincere hope that everything possible is being done to prove his innocence in regprd to the 45 year
old allegations.

I know Father Vader to be a good and holy priest. I ask that you help in anyway that you can.

AOC 021251

April 22, 2003

Dear Father Kaczorowski:

Thank you for answering my questions about Father Vader's hearing.
I just want to reiterate that he is a Good and Holy Man and I pray that he will once again be
able to join the world again. He is not doing well at Mundelein.
Hundreds and hundreds of people SUT!!lY would appreciate anything you can do to help.
Thanks for your time.

Sincerely
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME
NAME·
FAX
TEL

SER.~

DATE, TIME
FAX NO. /NAME
DURATION

PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

93/23 20: 17
00:06:09
12
OK
STANDARD
ECM

04/23/2003 20:23
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS
312-7515279
312-7515206
BROM2J864224

TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME
NAME
FAX
TEL
SER.#

DATE, TIME
FAX NO./NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

04/24

00:59

00:02:31
05

OK

STANDARD
ECM

04/24/2003 01:02
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS
312-7515279
312-7515206
BROM2J864224

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
(312)751-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)751-5279

Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET
FROM:

TO:

Sr. Francine Quilin

Leah McCluskey
DATE:

4/24/03
TOTAL NO OF PAGES INC UD

FAX NUMBER:

J.(("l)
PHONE NUMBER:

RE:

Fr. Anthony Vader
0

URGENT

li7-f FOR REVIEW

0

PLEASE COMMENT

0PLEASE REPLY

0

PLEASE RECYCLE

~
lX'CC~4'k~

Sr.Francine,·}

Here ~reports you reEpcstel:l.

Extremely Confidential Information

AOC 021260

APR-25-03 FRI 2:28 PM

ARCHDIOCESE OF DUBUQUE

FAX NO.

METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL
Archdiod~e

uf Dubuque

P. 1

RECEIVED
~PR 'l 6 ?nD3
ARCHIDDESE OF CHICAGO

PR11FU8111KAL FITNESI REVIEW

25 April, 2003
Ms. Leah McCloskey
Archdiocese of Chicago
Fitness Review Board
Chicago Il~
Dear Ms. McCloskey:
I am the mandated Procurntor~Advocate for Rev. Anthony Vader, whose cause is scheduled to be
considered at your Second Stage Review on Saturday, 26 April 2003.

On his behalf, I am writing to request a postponement of the Second Stage Review for Father
Vader until your next scheduled hearing. He and I request this for the reason that I have just
received the allegations made against him, and I have not had time to formulate a response to
them, nor, in fact, to meet with Father Vader. We have talked several times on the phone, but I
need, naturally, to have a more formal discussion with him about these matters.

Both Father Vader and I will be most grateful for your consideration of this request, Ms.
McCloskey. I would also appreciate it if, when the date for the next Review is set, you or your
secretary could so inform me.
Thank you for your service and for this consideration.

Sincerely,

Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Procurator-Advocate for Rev. Anthony Vader

1229 Mt. Loretta• P.O. Box 479 •Dubuque. Iowa 52004-0479 •

AOC 021261

,
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Fitness Review Board
Saturday, April 26, 2003
MINUTES

A'\

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] ~
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Approval of Minutes - March 15, 2003

II.

Case Reviews
Second Stage Reviews
A.

B.

AOC 021262

MlNUTES
April 26, 2003
Page2

c.

D. In the Matterof Anthony Vader [Retired/Wrthdrawn]-PFR-137

In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board recorrnnended to honor Patrick Reardon's
[AV's civil attorney) and Sr. Francine Quillin's [AV's cannonical advocate] written
requests to post1xme the Second Stage Review of
s
cmJ allegation against TV until the scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board
made the following recommendations:
1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they
wish, they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the
Board agenda for recommendations to FEG on May 17, 2003.
2. The Board would like to see
In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's
[AV's civil attorney] and Sr. Francine Quillin's [AV's cannonical advocate] written
requests to postpone the Second Stage Review of
allegation
against AV until the scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board made the
following recommendations:
1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they
wish, they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the
Board agenda for recommendations to FEG on May 17, 2003.
2. The Board would like to see

AOC 021263

1
MINUTES
April 26, 2003

Page3

ID.

Other Matters
1.

2.

3.

Next scheduled meeting is May 17, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.

Cc: ·

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021264

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Professional Fitness Review Board
Saturday, April 26, 2003 -10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

AGENDA

I.

Approva1 of Minutes - March 15, 2003

IL

Case Reviews

REVISION

D. In the Matter of Anthony Vader (Retired) (Withdrawn)- PFR-137
•

III.

Allegations made by

and

Other Matters
I.

2.
3.
4.

5.
IV.

Other Business

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, May 17, 2003

AOC 021265

ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Professional Fitness Review Board
Saturday, April 26, 2003 -10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

AGENDA

I.

Approval of Minutes-March 15, 2003

II.

Case Reviews
Second Stage Reviews:
A

B.

c.
D. In the Matter of Anthony Vader (Retired) (Withdrawn)- PFR-137
• Allegations made by
and
III.

Other Matters

1.

2.

3.

4.
IV.

Other Business

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, May 17, 2003

AOC 021266

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

MEMORANDUM
To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Professional Fitness Review Board Minutes

Re:

Vader, Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn)/

Date:

April 26, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on April 26, 2003:

In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's [AV's civil
attorney] and Sr. Francine Quillin's [AV's cannonical advocate] written requests to postpone the
allegation against TV until the
Second Stage Review of
scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board made the following recommendations:
1.
PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they
wish, they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the
Board agenda for recommendations to FEG on May 17, 2003.
2.
The Board would like to see

AOC 021267

I •

.{CH DIOCESE OF CHICAGC
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Fitness Review Board
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Fitness Review Board met on
0 First Stage Review

(check one:J

~I l 14,2()03

(eried8ie: month/day/year)
D Supplementary Review

toconducta
D Status Report

regarding the allegation of
(e ter name of al/eg:d 1ctim)

fmf1;vavly

against

.

'

VfAl/lrl(

l ltciJv,e, { r?.e,hr~d /

(enter name of accused priest or deacon)

~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(checkone:J

0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(enter name of [Arch}diocese)

0 a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

0 a resigned priest or deacon o f - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (enter name of diocese or religious community)

0 a deceased priest or deacon o f - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (enter name of diocese or religious community)

Preliminary Review:
(check one:)

0 the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry.
0 the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry.
0 the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry.

Review for Cause:
(check one:)

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that

0 there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.
If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that

(check one:)

0 the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.
The Board further recommends:

..................,;.....;....__.~~i=.:;-"-:;_

-:---~--'f-'L..=.+--jF-"C...0-":"-----=->1
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

MEMORANDUM
To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Professional Fitness Review Board Minutes

Re:

Vader, Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn)/

Date:

April 26, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on April 26, 2003:
In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's [AV's civil
attorney] and Sr. Francine Quillin's [AV's cannonical advocate] written requests to postpone the
Second Stage Review of
allegation against AV until the scheduled May 17,
2003 Board meeting. The Board made the following recommendations:
1.
PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they
wish, they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the
Board agenda for recommendations to FEG on May 17, 2003.
2.
The Board would like to see

AOC 021269

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Fitness Review Board
676 North St. Clair- Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Fitness Review Board met on
0 First Stage Review

(check one:J

fr{lil
\ 2.((, W~3
(enter date: month/day/year)

to conduct a

0 Supplementary Review

0 Status Report

regarding the allegation of

Ayi-ftionv VtAW (A-c-hVL {,et,hv~)

against

(enter name of accused priest or deacon)

~ priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(check one:)

0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

0 an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of_-,....------..,.----(enter name of [Arch)diocese)

D a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

D a resigned priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of diocese or religious community)

D a deceased priest or deacon of-----...,....,....----------(enter name of diocese or religious community)

which claims as follows:

{rV V'o( kd rura~(s 0 \Id ~$
(enter brief description of the alteged misconduct or inappropriate behavior)

Preliminary Review:
{checkone:J

D the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry.
D the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry.
D the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry.

Review for Cause:
(check one:)

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that

D there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
D there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.
If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that

(checkone:J

D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.
The Board further recommends: -------f-'....-....'-f---..........

__.~=-=-:.....:....1.-=--i.--'L..-.,;;..;=-=~..L..M:...L..-_
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

April 28, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 26, 2003. The Board fully considered all
oral and written re orts in the matter of Anthony Vader [Retired/Withdrawn] in the allegation
made by
A Second Stage Review was to be conducted
pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.

In a unanimous 7-0vote, the Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's [Fr. Vader's civil
attorney] and Sr. Francine Quillin's [Fr. Vader's canonical advocate] written requests to postpone the
Second Stage Review o
s allegation against Fr. Vader until the
scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board made the additional following recommendations:
1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they wish,
they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the Board
agenda for recommendations to the Cardinal on May 17, 2003.
2. The Board would like to see

.-

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.

RECEIVED
r,J\Y
Cc:

Rev. Daniel Srnilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar
John O'Malley, Legal Services

o 7 2003
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO

0
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

April 28, 2003
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Metropolitan Tribunal
Archdiocese of Dubuque
1229 Mt. Loretta
P.O. Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-04 79
Dear Sr. Francine,
This letter is a follow up to my telephone message to you this morning regarding your client, Fr.
Anthony V a<ler.
The Review Board did accept your request to have the matter involving
- · s allegation against Fr. Va<ler postponed. The Second Stage Review of the
aforementioned matter will be presented before the Board on Saturday, May 17, 2003. If you
and/or Fr. Vader wish to a<ldress the Board with any a<lditional information regarding•
- s allegation against him, please make that request through me. The opportunity to
a<ldress the Board regarding this matter would also take place on May 17, 2003.

If you have any additional questions, please contact me at 312.751.5205.

AJ;(f)Jif)

i

L
McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admini

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorows~ Vicar for Priests
John O'Malley, Legal Services

From:

To:
Date:
Subject:

Leah McCluskey
Neri-Palomino, Laura
4/28/03 4:33PM
Laura,

Laura,
Could you please format this letter? Also, could you please fax to Pat Reardon's office the following
int rmation?

1.

liiiiiiiiiiiii

2.
3. Vader's responses
4. Memo re: phone call with
Reardon's fax# is • • • • •
Thank you!
Leah
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,'\RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

April 28, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Review Board met on April 26, 2003. The Board fully considered all
oral and written reports in the matter of Anthony Vader [Retired/Withdrawn] in the allegation
A Second Stage Review was to be conducted pursuant to Article
made by § 1104. lO~ess for Continuation of Ministry.

In a unanimous 7-0vote, the Board recommended to honor Patrick Reardon's [Fr. Vader's civil
attorney] and Sr. Francin~'s canonical advocate] written requests to postpone the
Second Stage Review o f - allegation against Fr. Vader until the
scheduled May 17, 2003 Board meeting. The Board made the additional following recommendations:
1. PFRA write a letter to Patrick Reardon and Sr. Francine Quillin stating that if they wish,
they must address the Board on May 17, 2003. This matter will also be on the Board
agenda for reoommendations to the Cardinal on May 17, 2003.
2. The Board would like to see
If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.

RECEIVED
Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowsk~ Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar
John 0 'Malley, Legal Services

ARCHIOC:ESE OF CHICAGO
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

April 29, 2003
Mr. Patrick G. Reardon
Attorney and CoWlselor at Law
Suite 1938
221 North LaSalle Street
Chicago, Illinois 60601
Dear Mr. Reardon,
This letter is a follow up to our telephone conversation this morning regarding your client, Fr.
Anthony Vader.
As we discussed earlier, the Review Board did accept your request to have the matter involving
s allegation against Fr. Vader postponed. The Second Stage
Review of the aforementioned matter will be presented before the Board on Saturday, May 17,
2003. If you and/or Fr. Vader wish to address the Board with any additional information
's allegation against him, please make that request through me. The
regarding
opportunity to address the Board regarding this matter would also take place on May 17, 2003.

If you have any additional questions, please contact me at 312. 7 51.5205.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
John O'Malley, Legal Services
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME

04/28/2003 22:23

NAME
FAX

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS

312-7515279
312-7515206
BROM2J864224

TEL

SER.#

DATE, TIME
FAX NO./NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

04/28

22:20

00:03:01
19

OK

STANDARD
ECM

ARGiDICXlSE OF CHICAGO
Office of P1:ofr;~Rion11.l Fitllcss Review
676 N. S~ Clair, Suite: 1910

(312) 751-5205

t-80()..994-6200

rill[ (3t2)1s1-s219

Chic;:igo, TL 60611

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET
TO:

FROM:

I.ah McOuskey

Patrick Reardon

DhT'6:

4/29/03

-

TOTAi. NO.

l'"AX NUMBER:

PHONE

()I'

PAGES lNCLUDJNG COVEJI.:

19
PHQNP,. NlJMBER:

~UMBER1

31.2-751-5205

R.E.:

Anthony Vade.t

D UR.GB".NT

~FOR ltE.VIEW

D PI.EA.SE COMMENT

0PLHASB. R.IlPLY

0

l?J.,8ASR RECYCLE

Mr. Reardon,
Here ai:e the reports you requested.

Leah
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ARCHDICX::ESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

April 29, 2003
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Metropolitan Tribunal
Archdiocese of Dubuque
1229 Mt Loretta
P.O. Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-04 79
Dear Sr. Francine,
This letter is a follow up to my telephone message to you this morning regarding your client, Fr.
Anthony Vader.
The Review Board did accept your request to have the matter involving
allegation against Fr. Vader postponed. The Second Stage Review of the aforementioned matter
will be presented before the Board on Saturday, May 17, 2003. If you and/or Fr. Vader wish to
address the Board with any additional information regarding
s allegation against
him, please make that request through me. The opportunity to address the Board regarding this
matter would also take place on May 17, 2003.

If you have any additional questions, please contact me at 312.751.5205.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Adm·

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 021277

May, 2003
Reverend James T. Kaczarowski
Vicar for Priests
645 N. Michigan Ave. Suite 543
Chicago, IL. 60611

Re: Father Anthony Vader
Dear Father,
This letter is probably different from the others you have received on behalf of
Father Vader. It is about a party celebrating Father Vader's Jubilee.
You would not believe the group that filled the Main Room of the Martinique
Restaurant (all three levels). At least four languages were spoken by those
assembled - clerics everywhere. All of the main religions were represented, and
many of the not so main. Not sure which ethnic group or race was in the majority
but I think African American might have been first and Hispanic second,
Caucasians came in third and fourth was a combination of peoples from Lord
knows where speaking God knows what language but the point is we were all
there together celebrating the life and times of a man we all have come to know
and love and depend on over the last 20, 30 40 or 50 years depending on when
we met this exrodinary man of God. Father Vader has done more for the many
people of color and ethnic diversity in the Chicago area than any other Priest I
have ever known. Father Vader being accused of doing something wrong and
against any of his people is very much in doubt. No one could fool the Hundreds
of people who attended this party out of love and thankfulness for this beloved
priest.
Please send our Priest back to all of us.
My non-Catholic Father who loved me and educated me in the best Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese was buried by Father Vader, my Irish Catholic
Mother:, who Father Vader came to her deathbed to give her the last rites
was 30 miles from Church. (We belong to - b u t Sacred Heart is our
home). I was married there and my son's were baptized there. And my
grandmother attended Sacred Heart as a young woman as did my Mom.
Father Vader came to the people of Sacred Heart when no one else wanted
us. He has kept our Parish Community alive.

AOC 021278

Keeping Father Vader from his people and his duties is a terrible disservice
to this Priest who has dedicated his life to the many peoples of Chicago.
Thank you for your consideration.

CC:Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. Archbishop
Archdiocese of Chicago
PO Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690

AOC 021279

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Leah McCluskey
Neri-Palomino, Laura
5/2/03 9:29AM
Laura,

Laura,
Could you please fax the following to Sr. Francine Quillin, canonical advocate for Fr. Vader:
1. Allegation by
•
2. Vader's response to
Her fax# is
Thanks!
Leah
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ARCHDIOCESE OF Q-IICAGO

t

Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St Oair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

(312)751-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)751-5279

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET
FROM:

TO:

Sr. Francine Quillin

Leah McCluskey
DATE:

Diocese of Dubuque

5/6/03
TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER:

FAX NUMBER:

7
PHONE NUMBER:

PHONE NUMBER:

312-751-5205
RE:

Anthony Vader
D URGENT

!ti" FOR REVIEW

D PLEASE COMMENT

DPLEASE REPL y

D

PLEASE RECYCLE

Sr. Francine,
Here are the reports for Vader/

Sorry for the delay.

Leah

Confidential
AOC 021281
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

f

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611
.

RECEIVED
9 May, 2003
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611

MAY 1 4 2003
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of April 28, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the allegation made by
, following
the Second Stage Review that was to be conducted by the Review Board on April 26, 2003.
In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept
the Board's determination to postpone a Second Stage Review, and invite the civil attorney,
Patrick Reardon, and the canonical advocate, Sister Francine Quillin, to speak at the May 17,
2003 Fitness Review Board meeting. With regard to the Board's request to review
, I ask that all applicable civil laws be applied in this
matter.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
S~ yours in Christ,

~~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Reverend Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

9 May, 2003

RECEIVED
MAY 1 4 2003

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSlONAL FlTNESS REVIEW

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of April 28, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the
following the Second
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the allegation made by
Stage Review that was to be conducted by the Review Board on April 26, 2003.
In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept
the Board's determination to postpone a Second Stage Review, and invite the civil attorney,
Patrick Reardon, and the canonical advocate, Sister Francine Quillin, to speak at the May 17,
2003 Fitness Review Board meeting. With regard to the Board's request to review
I ask that all applicable civil laws be followed in this
matter.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~~~~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary
cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Reverend Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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RECEIVED
State of Illinois

)

MAY 1 7 2003

) SS.

County of Cook

)

·ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
FITNESS REVIEW

PROFESSIO~AL

AFFIDAVIT

On affirmation and oath the affiant, Rev.

, states the following:

l.

I was an associate priest at Holy Cross Parish during the period which
. included the years 1955 and 1956.

2.

Other priests assigned to Holy Cross Parish at that time included Rev.
Anthony Vatder and Rev.

3.

I am familiar with the customary parish activity

during the years

above.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

I have no memory of a

connected with the parish dwing the

years above.
9.

AOC 021285
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10.

11.

I worked closely with Father Anthony Vader at Holy Cross Parish and was
ve:ty familiar with bis lifestyle and ministry.

12. .In all the time I have 1movm Father Vader, at Holy Cross and since, I have
-known him to be of the highest integrity.
. i

13.

I have never seen any action by Father Vader which ·could be viewed as
sexual misconduct or impropriety.
·

14.

I am certain that all who know him well will have a similar opinion.

I

i

FURTHERAFFIANT SAYETHNAUGHT.

Date
SIGNED AND A.FFIRJ\iffiD
to before me on _ _day of

2003

Notary Public

RECEIVED
MAY 1 7 2003
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW
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State of Illinois

)
) SS.

County of Cook

)
AFFIDAVIT

, states the following:

On affinnation and oath the affiant, Rev.

1.

I was an associate priest at Holy Cross Parish during the period which
included the years 1955 ·and 1956.

2.

Other priests assigned to Holy Cross Parish at that time included Rev.
Anthony Vader and Rev.

3.

I am familiar with the customary parish activity
above.

during the years

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

I have no memory of a
years above.

connected with the parish during the

9.

AOC 021287

10.

11.

I worked closely with Father Anthony Vader at Holy Cross Parish and was
very familiar with his lifestyle and ministry.

12.

In all the time I have known Father Vader, at Holy Cross and since, I have
known him to be of the highest integrity.

13.

I have never seen any action by Father Vader which could be viewed as
sexual misconduct or impropriety.

14.

I am certain that all who know him well will have a similar opinion.

FURTHER AFFIANT SA YETH NAUGHT.

Rev.

~ /3,

fJooS ,Al,

Date

~~~~~~~~~
"OFFlClAL SEAL"
\SELA ANTUNEZ
Notary Public, State of Illinois
My Commission Expires 12112106

..

.

.

.

.~
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RECEIVED
RESJPONSE OF REVEREND ANTHONY VADER

TO ALLEGATIONS OF

MAY 1 4 2003
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

On November 15, 2002, Father Anthony Vader met with Professional Fitness
Review Administrator, Leah McCluskey, at the office .of the Vicar for Priests. Also
present for the meeting vvas Vicar for Priests, Father James Kaczorowski. Ms.
McCluskey read notes of allegations made by
and F'atber denies the allegations. He further affinns that he has
never engaged in sexual misconduct with any minor at any time. Father Vader will
make separate specific responses to each accusation. The following will specifically
address the allegation made by
STATEMENT OF

On October 21, 2002,
spoke with Professional Fitness
Reyiew Administrator Leah ~1cClusky and Victim Assistance Minister Ralph
Bonacorsi. She stated that on s
occasions Father Vader•••••••

ANALYSIS AND RESPONSE
Father deplores the fact that he is accused of something so long in the past

that it is impossible to marshal witnesses and proof to assist his defense and provide
corroboration for his truthful response. Indeed, Holy Cross Parish has been closed
for many years. Fmther he submits that the accusation. is vague and suffers from
I
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internal inconsistency. Fath.er means no personal attack upon the accuser. However
he must forcefully assert that the accusation is false and will discuss the
inconsistencies here.

One could respond to such an analysis by saying that since these things
happened so long ago, one should not be held to be accurate. But such a cavalier
disregard of accuracy would deprive an accused the right to any cogent response,
especially where the ac1::usation is uncorroborated, internally inconsistent and
reported to have occwred approximately 47 years ago. While the accuser is now 57
years old, the alleged observations would have originally been made by a 10 year
old.
FACTUAL ERRORS
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This information is corrobor~ted by two other priests who served at Holy
Cross Parish at the time, Rev. ~d Rev.

This information is also corroborated by Father
and Rev.
(See affidavits of Rev. Father Vader has previously stated that he is unaware of visiting the
- h o m e at any time. Dming his time at Holy Cross he made~
visiting all homes in the parish. So it is quite likely that he visited the home if they were parishioners. His purpose ill' visiting was to maintain pastoral
contact with members of the parish. He would not and did not visit or enter a home
in the absence of an adult.
He never had any improper contact with
or any other person.
EVIDENCE OF CHARACTER

otm

Father Vader has attempted to examine each of the accusations
- a n d respond iln humility and honesty. He realizes that he is being asked to
"prove a negative. He is aware that, along with the limited corroboration available
after so many years. his word mwt be his defense. Father hwnbly submits that he
has demonstrated his credibiJity during 51 years of bis priesthood. He calls to the
attention of the Review Board the fact that over five hundred persons to date have
written letters attesting to his integrity and credibility. (A partial list of authors of
these letters is attached to this response.) Father submits that any evaluation of his
1

'
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credibility by the Professional Fitness Review Board can only be made after reading
the written testimony of these character witnesses in the letters which are contain.ed
in his personnel file.
Father Vader subJDits that he has spent his priesthood in the service of others.
He has served God~s penple in many parishes. He has been a faithful chaplain and
companion to the many Chicagoans from the Philippines. He has preached and
worked for the human and civil rights of African Americans during his entire
priesthood. He does not claim perfection; he does state unequivocally that he has
never engaged in any act of sexual misconduct or impropriety with a nrinor. He is
saddened that after over :fifty years of faithful service he is now falsely accused of
such misconduct. He prays for his accuser. He requests that the Professional
Fitness Review Board find that he is fit to continue his priestly work to the end of
his earthly life, as .he promised on the day of his ordination over 50 years ago.

MJ_~

Rev. Anthony Vader

PatriCkG:Reafdcs6, Attorney
221 N. LaSalle - 1938
Chicago~ Illinois 6060 l
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,4JlORNEV ANO COUNSELOR A1 LAW

SIJITE 1938
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ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

May 14, 2003

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Il. 60690-1979

Re. Rev. Anthony Vader

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I send with tbis faX a signed copy of the previously faxed affidavit of Rev.
Father Vader was unable to find a way to get here from the Mundelein Retreat House to sign the

copies of his submissions before Saturday. Al> I sajd earljer, he has completely reviewed and
approved them. I trust th~tt the Board will consider them as if he had been able to place his

signatl.l!'e on them.
Best wishes.
Sincerely,

Patrick G. Reardon
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PA!l'RIClt G. ~EilDON
AITCMlN~ ANO COUNSa.oR /IJ LAW
sum; 1938 .
221 NO!l1H ~ srR£Er
CHICAGO. R.!JNOIS &»01

May 14, 2003
Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicag.o
P. 0. Box: 1979
Chicago, TI. 60690-1979

RECEIVED

-

MAY ·1 4 2003
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Re. Rev. Anthony Vader

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
and
Enclosed are responses of Rev. Anthony Vader to accusations by
. You will note that these copies are not yet signed by Father
Vader. He is living at the 1\fandelein Retreat House and has been unable to make the trip to
Chicago to sign the documents. He has read and approved their submission.
·You will note that the affidavit of F a t h e r - i s not yet signed. Fathe
has
read and approved the affidavit. He has been out of town and unable to give me a signed copy.
I am sending these documents now to allow time to review them before Saturday. I will
deliver signed originals by Friday.
Father Vader's submissions make reference to the evidence of his veracity and character
contained in over 500 letters. I believe these letters are contained in his personnel file, which is
available to the ProfessioMI Fitness Rieview Board. If not, I will furnish copies to all Review
Board members upon requ1;:st.

Best wishes.

Patrick G. Reardon
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RESPONSE OF REVEREND ANTHONY VADER
TO ALLEGATION OF

On November 15, 2002, Father Anthony Vader ("Father Vader"), met
with Professional Fitness Review Administrator, Leah McCluskey, at the office of
the Vicar for Priests. Also present for the meeting was Vicar for the Priests,·Father
James Kaczorowski. Ms. McCluskey read notes of allegations made b y - · Father Vader denied the allegations. He affirmed that he never
inappropriately touched or fondled - a s a minor at any time. On
December 15, 2002, Father Vader~. McCluskey and Father
Kaczorowski at the office of the Vicar for Priests. AJ.so present at the meeting was
Patrick Reardon, attorney for Fath.er Vader_ At the December 15 2002 meeting,
Ms. McCluskey read the account of the telephone interview of
Father Vader denied making the alleged incriminating statements attributed to him
by
The following will specifically address the allegations made by

REVIE"r OF PAST STATEMENT OF
as made one statement with representatives of the
Chicago Archdiocese on November 4, 2002. Present at that statement were Ms.
McCluskey and victim .assistance minister, Ralph Bonaccorsi.

SUl\IWt..R.Y OF NOVEMBER 4, 2002, STATEMENT
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Father Vader denies
making the statement and denies any inappropriate misconduct.

perceptions of what happened

are uncertain without the
indicia of credibility; and even. if delivered with tears and sincerity, do not amount to
a level of evidence sufficient to find Fath.er Vader unfit for ministry.
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's telephone statement undermines allegations. While it is apparent the two of them discussed . .
statement before ~as available to give Ms. McCluskey her
account ensuring some level of consistency (~,
other exonerating evidence is readily apparent.
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s recollection of and her experience with Father Vader
from Holy Cross wa.s entirely.different from
. She stated that Father
Vader was a "well-liked and favored priest" at Holy Cross.

did not disclose the confrontational purpose of the visit
when she called Father Vader ten years ago. Yet, she described Father Vader as
calm throughout the visit, offering counseling to
even though she
was "explosive."

The
inconsistency calls :into question whether this 44-year old event even occurred.
In 1992 or 1993,

was

and went to great lengths to locate, contact and set up a meeting between II

~d Father Vader. Ocldly, she did nothing else after the meeting. She
admitted to Ms. McCluskey that she would ~'do anything fo~," yet she was
silent for ten years. Perhaps
had her doubts about the veracity of the
allegations when sbte observed the explosive demeanor of
and
Father Vader,s concerned response.

AOC 021298

05/14/2003 12: 38 FAX • • • •

SUITE 1938

la!006

IDSTORY

Father Vader was an Assistant Pastor at Holy Cross Church from 1952
through 1964 and at St. Lawrence Church from 1964 through 1968; Administrator at
Holy Name of Mary from May 1968 through 1970, and Pastor at Holy Name of
Mary from. May of 1970 to his retirement in 1997. He was the chaplain for the
Filipino Student Catholic Action from 1959 through 1965, and ministered to the
Filipino community after the Richard Speck murders of Filipino nurses. He
marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

i

! .

Father Vader remembers some of his routine at Holy Cross,
instructional classes on Saturday mornings, visiting the sick and parishioners on
Saturday afternoons. He recalls
meeting ten years ago. He
understandably does not recall
He has visited hundreds
of men, women and children who have been sick. He denies any sexual misconduct
of minors at any time.
After 50 years of ministry. there has not been one hint of improper
conduct by Father Vader. as he faithfully served the Chicago Archdiocese on the
south side of Chicago. That reputation of integrity, humility, and love is
demonstrated by the hundreds of people who have written on Father Vader's behalf,
including former parishioners from Holy Cross. The only alle~ from
two sisters within the same house, each of which recall a b u s e Undoubtedly, those who suffer sexual abuse experience deep pain in their lives,
which can cause them to strike out against other 1nnocent people. Those who are
falsely accused experience overwhelming pain as well. A retired pastor without
substantial resources is forced to prove his innocence against mere allegations which
are given unreasona.ble weight just by virtue of their utterance. One recalls the
vigorous scrutiny that was necessarily given to what ultimately proved to be a false
accusation against Cardinal Joseph Bernardin. The apostle, Paul, was fully aware of
the potential damage a pastor could suffer from false, unverified allegations. Thus,
he instructed Timotb.y that on each specific charge, "do not entertain an accusation
against an elder unless iit is brought by two or three witnesses." Timothy 5.19
(NIV). What of this charge by
An exacting analysis discloses that
has made a
completely unverifiable isolated allegation where she "thinks" she was abused by a
priest 44 years ago.
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has suffered abuse in her
life. He bears no ill will against
He can only respond that her
characterization of his conduct is false and very disappointing to him.
Father Vader humbly submits that he has been and continues to be fit to
practice the ministry and serve the Lord Jesus to whom he has devoted his life.

Reverend Anthony Vader

~J f';f~-4,,

~E. Chri;e ~n, Attorney~
Christensen and Ehret
135 S. LaSalle - 2700
60603

lliillii
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Vicar General

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-8271
Fax: (312) 337-6379

MEMORANDUM
DATE:

MAY 15, 2003

TO:

FILE

FROM:

BISHOP RAYMOND GOEDE RT

fh_.

l(f0

RE:

I wish to memorialize events of the last two days. Yesterday afternoon, as I was driving
Father Tony Vader back to the retreat house, he was discussing his case and the allegations
against him. He was still insistent that he never did any of the things about which he was
accused. I asked him various questions, including who else was stationed at Holy Cross during
that period. I wondered if there could be a question of mistaken identity.

•••••I

Tony said that
and
were both there as well as
ordained in 1950, who has since died.
left the active ministry in 1975. Tony mentioned
that one of the parishioners told him that she had been abused b y - Tony thought she was
a minor at the time. Tony had no proof of anything and never raised this issue at all even in
connection with his own case. I told him that I thought that he should let his attorney, Pat
Reardon, know about this, as it could very well be that the two women who are making the
allegations may have been in error as to the priest involved. Tony promised to mention this to
Pat the next day.
Pat Reardon called me this afternoon, Thursday, May 15. Tony had told him about
Pat said that what is curious about all of this is that another one of the cases he is
~of John Hefferan, ordained in 1956, a similar charge was made about Father
~ Pat said that John told him that it was known around the parish that-was
a little loose with women. Since- is deceased, there is no way we can prove any of this.
However, Pat wondered whether or not
was actually at Infant of Prague
Parish while John Hefferan was there. There were two
ordained for the
Archdiocese. I checked the file of
, class of 1950 and his file does state
that he was at Infant Jesus of Prague in Flossmoor from June 5, 1970 to June 7, 1974. This file
also states that he was at Holy Cross Parish from July 1, 1959 to July 7, 1962. That is where
the allegations against Father Vader were made.

--

I gave this information to Pat. He said that he would prepare something for the review
board, since Tony's second stage review is suppose to take place this coming Saturday, May
17.

AOC 021302

Memo to File
May 15, 2003

Page2

While checking
's file, I came across an envelope marked personal
and confidential and because of the possibility of their being some connection between the
contents of this envelope and either of the aforementioned allegations, I opened it. The
envelope is stamped to be opened only by Bishop or Vicar General. There was nothing in the
envelope that would have any bearing whatever on either of these cases.
There was another envelope, similarly marked, personal and confidential to be opened
only by Archbishop or Vicar General. I opened that and it has nothing to do with either of these
cases, in fact, I doubt if it has anything to do with
. It seems as though it
might belong in Father
, class of 1944 file. I will check it out and put it where it
belongs.
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May 15. 2003

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago ·
P.O. box 1979
Chicago, Il.. 60690-1979
Deaf Ms. McCluskey.

Additional information has come to my attention today in investigating two of the matters
on the agenda of the1 Professional Fitness Review Board for Saturday, May 17, 2003.

In the course ofin:dependently investigating matters relating to accusations against Father
Anthony Vader anci Father John Hefferan, I have discovered that, along with the;:: issues raised in
the written submissions, there is a very real possibility of misidentification. Suspicion has arisen
today about the behavior of a priest, who was assigned to both parishes, Holy Cross and Infant
Jesus of Prague, at the times relevant to the allegations against each of the above priests. I will
attempt to investigate this issue as ql!lickly and fully as possible, as it affects the fact finding
·process as to each of the above priests.

It is my belief that the current submissions show sufficient problems with the accusations
to require finding in favor of the fitness of each of the two priests. If there continues· to be a
question, I hope that I will be given an opportunity to submit any additional information as to this
· new potential issue.

, .

Best Wishes.

Sin"Jy,

/)

.n

/~~~

Patrick G. Reardon
. PGR/bi
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Hlinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

Professional Fitness Review Board

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Saturday, May 17, 2003
MINJJTES

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA]
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Approval of Minutes~ April 27, 2003

II.

AOC 021307

m.

Case Reviews

MINUfES
May 17, 2003
Page2

Preliminaiy Review

AOC 021308

MINUTES
May 17, 2003
Page3

Second Stage Review

c.

D.

E. In the Matter of Anthony Vader [Retired/Withdrawn] - PFR-137
The Review Board was to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of
. The claim is as follows: AV spoke sexually
expose herself to him; AV fondled . s

breasts-

In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to postpone Second Stage
Review until the 6/21/03 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's [AV's civil attorney]
fax dated 5/16/03 regarding the possibility of misidentification of the accused.
The Review Board was to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of
. The claim is as follows: AV fondled • s breasts when she

In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to postpone Second Stage
Review until the 6/21/03 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's (AV's civil attorney]
fax dated 5/16/03 regarding the poSSibility of misidentification of the accused.

AOC 021309

MINUTES
May 17, 2003
Page4

Review for Cause

F.

G.

IV.

Other Matters

•

•

Next scheduled meeting is June 21, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021310

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Offire of

Pmf~•ional R~i~
Fi'""'

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

'

Professional Fitness Review Board
Saturday, May 17, 2003- 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

AGENDA
L

Approval of Minutes-April 26, 2003

TI.

Case Reviews

E.

Ill.

In the Matter of Anthony Vader (Retired)- PFR-137
• Allegations made by

and

Other Matters

N01E: Time of this Meeting bas changed from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, June 21, 2003
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

MEMORANDUM

To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Review Board Meeting

Re:

Anthony Vader (Retired/Withdrawn)

Date:

May 17, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (3.12) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on May 17,
2003:
The Review Board was to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of The claim is as follows: AV spoke sexually inappropriately to expose herself to him; AV fondled. s breasts

In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to postpone Second Stage Review until the
6/21/03 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's [AV's civil attorney] fux dated 5/16/03 regarding the
possibility of misidentification of the accused.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312)751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Fitness Review Board
676 North St. Clair-Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Fitness Review Board met on _......u:~~--L...J.4..-"~~'L---- to conduct a

'''"'"'"!

0 Status Report

D First Stage Review 'f$erond Stage Review

regarding the allegation of ____
against ________<e-nt-er_n!iJt,_me. l.J- 1a-'-e'l-A" 'JO: :. iv1~uAm-"IV_._ _.\.....Ja........,d...,,JJ(:....a-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(enter name of accused priestbr deacon)

~ priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(check one:)

0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

6an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ____________
(enter name of [Arch)diocese)

D a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

D a resigned priest or deacon of_-----.,.......,._--..,....,,.---.....,.,....,----..,,...,....-----<enter name of diocese or religious community)

D a deceased priest or deacon of _________________

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one:)

D there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
D there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one:)

D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

MEMORANDUM

To:

File-PFR-137

From:

Review Board Meeting

Re:

Anthony Vader (Retired/Withdrawn)

Date:

May 17, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on May 17,
2003:

The Review Board was to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of -

~· The claim is as follows: AV fondled • s breasts when she was a minor -

In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to postpone Second Stage Review until the
6/21/03 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's [AV's civil attorney] fax dated 5/16/03 regarding the
possibility of misidentification of the accused.

AOC 021314

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Fitness Review Board
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Fitness Review Board met on -~~'-:'-f~~-:"""'":"=-<--- to conduct a ·
nthidaylye ar)

D First Stage Review 'fjfuecond Stage Review D Supplementary Review

(check one:)

D Status Report

regarding the allegation of _ _ _ __
(entername o a ege . v1 1m

L.

{

,J

AvYtiVCkl\\.f 1\frAd&V _ tk'l \V,l(Jl

against

(enter name of accused priest or deacon)

~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(check one:)

D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(enter name of {Arch]diocese)

D a religious priest or deacon of ___________________
(enter name of religious community)

D a resigned priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of diocese or religious community)

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one:)

0 there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one:)

D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.

The Board further recommends:---.S..::::__"..:::0:.....__4-1L.....l~~~-~....ll.<:.l...._;..JL.U.:.LIL..,~---
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 21, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Review Board met on May 17, 2003. The Board fully considered all
- i n the matter of Anthony Vader in the allegation made b y A Second Stage Review was to be conducted pursuant to Article
§1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation ofMinistry.
The Board recommended tq_..P-o~e the Second Stage Review of this matter until the scheduled
June 21, 2003 Board meeting due to Patrick Reardon's [Fr. Vader's civil attorney] fax dated May
16, 2003 regarding the possibility of misidentification of the accused.

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.

C&tO~-.
L ah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admin" rator

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar
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ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 21, 2003
Francis Cardinal George, 0.MJ.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Review Board met on May 17, 2003. The Board fully considered all
oral and written reports in the matter of Anthony Vader in the allegation made b y _
A Second Stage Review was to be conducted pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the
Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Board recommended to postpone the Second Stage Review ofthis matter until the scheduled
June 21, 2003 Board meeting aue to Patrick Reardon's [Fr. Vader's civil attorney] fax dated May
16, 2003 regarding the possibility of misidentification of the accused.

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar
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MAY 2 8 2003
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

RECEIVED
MAY 2' 9 2003

DECREE

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Professional Fitness Review Board
that there is "reasonable cause to suspect" that Reverend Anthony Vader engaged in sexual
misconduct with a minor, I have concluded that this constitutes information which "at least
seems to be true" (c. 1717).
Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to Father Vader.
Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms.
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717.
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm of law
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and
from any witnesses (cc. 1530 -1538 and 1547 -1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc.
1540- 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574-1581), and to
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation.
In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does
nothing to harm Father Vader's name or to violate his right to protect his privacy. Nor may he
be asked to do anything which violates his conscience or is morally unacceptable according to
the Church's moral teachings.
After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written report to me, no
later than thirty days from the date of this appointment. This report is to address the facts,
circwnstances, and imputability concerning the alleged offense.
Given on 23 May, 2003 at Chicago, Illinois.

~~C1:t..~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

PRECEPT

Bishops "have been designated by the Holy Spirit to take the place of the apostles as pastors of
souls and, together with the Supreme Pontiff and subject to his authority, they are commissioned
to perpetuate the work of Christ, the eternal Pastor." ( Christus do minus, n.2b) However, since
the pastors of the Church can never be expected to carry the burden of pastoral ministry alone
(Lumen gentium, n. 30), they have been given the order of priests to cooperate in shepherding
and guiding God's people. Indeed, bishops, "because of the gift of the Holy Spirit that has been
given to priests at their ordination, will regard them as indispensable helpers and advisers in the
ministry and in the task of teaching, sanctifying and shepherding the People of God."
(Presbyterorum ordinis,n. 7)
Because of this common task, "bishops are to regard their priests as brothers and friends, and are
to take the greatest interest they are capable of in their welfare, both temporal and spiritual. For
on their shoulders particularly falls the burden of sanctifying their priests." (Presbyterorum
ordinis, n. 7b)
Moreover, the Directory on the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops states, "In the same way as Jesus
showed his love for his disciples .... so also a bishop .... can hardly fail to realize that he should
show his greatest love and chief concern for priests .... Led by a sense of duty and sincere and
invincible charity he gives willing assistance in every way to help priests to esteem the loftiness
of their priestly vocation, to live serenely, to spread joy to those about them and to fulfill their
duties faithfully." (n. 107a)
This same document urges bishops to do "everything possible to prevent the troubles his priests
could have .... To keep them safe from trouble he takes prompt and prudent measures." (n. 112)
The Code of Canon Law has described precepts as a means by which ecclesiastical authority
"directly and legitimately enjoins a specific person or persons to do or omit something,
especially in order to urge the observance of law" (c. 49).
Therefore, I issue this precept, in accordance with c. 49, to urge Reverend Anthony Vader to
fulfill the obligations which were placed upon him at the time of his ordination. Because some
suspicion has arisen about his fidelity to the sacred promises he made at his ordination, I urge
him in particular to lead a life which is in keeping with the holiness of his vocation. Although he
is not presently exercising public ministry in the Church, he ought to pursue holiness of life in
the way that he lives. He is also still bound to the obligation to pray the liturgy of the hours
daily, to set aside time for spiritual retreats, to engage in mental prayer, to approach the
sacrament of penance frequently, to honor the Virgin Mother of God with particular veneration
as Queen of Priests, and to use any other means of sanctification which he finds helpful (c. 276).
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Because of the obligation to observe perfect and perpetual continence for the sake of the
kingdom of heaven, Father Vader is to act with due prudence toward persons who could
endanger the obligation to observe continence (c. 277§ 1), and to observe the particulars of the
attached Individual Specific Protocol (c. 277§3) which I have established in consultation with
him.
He is to avoid all those things which are unbecoming the clerical state, or those things which are
foreign to the clerical state (c. 285), especially those things which are set forth in the attached
Individual Specific Protocol which I have established in consultation with him.
Father Vader is hereby dispensed from his obligation to wear ecclesiastical garb (c. 284), and is
strongly urged not to do so until such time as the case against him can be resolved and more
permanent determinations can be made. Although not removed from office, he is nonetheless
urged not to exercise the rights of any ecclesiastical office, in accordance with the Individual
Specific Protocol which I have established in consultation with him.
In order to ensure that these obligations are met, I have delegated Ms. Leah McCluskey to
receive information regarding Father Vader's fulfillment ofthis precept and his Individual
Specific Protocol. She is to submit a report to me no less than quarterly regarding this matter,
and may report to the Professional Fitness Review Board more frequently as needed or
requested.
I am establishing this precept in a spirit of fraternal charity, mindful of my responsibility to
encomage my- priests to remain faithful to the obligations of the clerical state. Because the
attached Individual Specific Protocol has been established in dialog between Father Vader and
the Vicar for Priests, I accept the provisions of this document, and urge Father Vader to fulfil
them in accordance with the obedience he is to show to me as his ordinary (c. 273), and which he
promised at his ordination.
Given in Chicago, Illinois on the 23rd day of May, 2003.

::f~~b
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

May23, 2003

RECEIVED
MAY Z 9 2003

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
676 North St. Clair
Chicago, IL 60611

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Dear Ms. McCluskey:
Accompanying this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an
allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against Rev. Anthony Vader. The
terms of this investigation are spelled out in the decree.
At the same time, I am designating you as the person who is to supervise the "monitoring
protocol" which has been established for Father Vader. I ask that you report to me on a regular
basis, but no less than quarterly, on Father Vader's compliance with this protocol. You may also
wish to report more frequently to the Professional Fitness Review Board so that they can make
further recommendations to me on this matter.
In order to ensure confidentiality in this matter, I ask that you perform this task
personally and not designate anyone else for this purpose. Should there be periods of time when
you will not be able to perform this task personally, please refer the matter to the Vicar for
Priests.
Thank you for agreeing to take on these additional tasks.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~(_ah

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

May27, 2003

Rev. Anthony Vader
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
P.O. Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060
Dear Tony:
I am again writing to you to give you an update as to what is happening concerning the
allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor which have been made against you. I am
extremely grateful to you for your patience in this matter. As you know, the Dallas Charter
required me to act quickly in cases involving allegations of clerical sexual misconduct with a
minor to ensure that no priest with a credible accusation was engaged in public ministry.
However, because the accompanying Norms had not been approved by the Holy See, I have not
been able to act as quickly as I would have liked in getting your case resolved.
With the Norms having gone into effect on March 1, 2003, along with further instructions
which came from the Holy See in February, we are now in a position to begin referring our cases
to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Before I make such a referral, I will gather any
additional information that seems necessary and review the matter once again. I will then send
your advocate a copy of the letter I will be sending to the Holy See, and allow him or her the
opportunity to offer an opinion as well. I anticipate this being done by the middle of July.
To that end, I have delegated Ms. Leah McCluskey to review each of the cases to see if
more information needs to be gathered. I have asked her to report back to me within one month
so that I can make a determination about referring the case to the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith. According to the recommendation of the Canonical Affairs Committee of the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, ifthe Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
directs me to begin a penal trial, the judges to be used will not be priests serving in the
Archdiocese of Chicago. They will be chosen from a list of priests who have been trained to
hear cases of clerical sexual misconduct.
In referring your case to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, I will also consult
with the Promoter of Justice and issue a decree which formalizes those things which I asked you
to do for the good of the Church and under your promise of obedience to me. The imposition of
this decree is required by Norm 6 of the Essential Norms established by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
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I have also designated Ms. McCluskey as the person to ensure that the "monitoring
protocol" which you signed is being followed. She will report to me and to the Professional
Fitness Review Board concerning your compliance with this protocol. I have asked that she
perform this function personally, with the Vicar for Priests doing so in her absence. This will
ensure the confidentiality and professionalism of this monitoring.
The protocols which you sign from time to time are not to be considered as penalties
imposed on you. Instead, they are ways in which I exercise my responsibility to ensure that you
fulfill the obligations which you received when you were ordained. I am establishing these
protocols as individual precepts, which canon 49 describes as "a decree which directly and
legitimately enjoins [you] to do or omit something, especially in order to urge the observance of
law." You will receive a copy of my precept at the same time you receive a copy of your
protocol.
I hope this clarifies the process somewhat for you. I am grateful that we can finally begin
a process for the resolution of your case. I know this has been a very difficult period of time for
you in your priesthood. You have always been in my prayers during this time. I ask that you
continue to keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

f~Lnh

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 29, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, Illinois 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding
s allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.10 of
the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage
Review of this matter at the request of your civil attorney and canonical advocate. The
Board is scheduled to review this matter on Saturday, May 17, 2003.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that your
Vicar Fr. James Kaczorowksi continues to be available to you. He may be reached at
312.642.1837.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 29, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage
Review of this matter at the request of Anthony Vader's civil attorney and canonical
advocate. The Board is scheduled to review this matter on Saturday, May 17, 2003.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at
312.751.8307.

'

"

Y

Le McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review AdminiB

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May29, 2003
Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Dear Mr. Reardon,
This letter is in regards to the allegation of sexual misconduct brought against Fr. Anthony Vader
by
The Board was to make recommendations regarding the
aforementioned matter at the Board meeting that took place on Saturday, May 17, 2003. At your
request, the Board voted to postpone this matter until the Board meeting scheduled to take place
on June 21, 2003.

If you have any information to have presented to the Board in regards to this matter, please
forward it to my attention no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2003.
Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611
312.751.5205, phone
312.751.5279, fax
lmccluskey@archchicago.org, e-mail
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312.751.5205.
ly,

~flfdilfl/JlJKJ~·
.

~

L~ah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Ad

Cc:

istr tor

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 29, 2003
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Metropolitan Tribunal
Archdiocese of Dubuque
1229 Mt. Loretta
P.O. Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479
Dear Sr. Francine,
This letter is in regards to the allegation of sexual misconduct brought against Fr. Anthony Vader
by
The Board was to make recommendations regarding the
aforementioned matter at the Board meeting that took place on Saturday, May 17, 2003. At the
request of Fr. Vader's civil attorney Patrick Reardon, the Board voted to postpone this matter
until the Board meeting scheduled to take place on June 21, 2003.
If you have any information to have presented to the Board in regards to this matter, please
forward it to my attention no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2003.
Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611
312.751.5205, phone
312.751.5279, fax
lmccluskev@archchicago.org, e-mail
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312.751.5205.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 29, 2003
Fr. Anthony Vader
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, Illinois 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding
allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage
Review of this matter at the request of your civil attorney and canonical advocate. The
Board is scheduled to review this matter on Saturday, May 17, 2003.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that your
Vicar Fr. James Kaczorowksi continues to be available to you. He may be reached at
312.642.1837.

McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admi

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 29, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on April 26, 2003 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage
Review of this matter at the request of Anthony Vader's civil attorney and canonical
advocate. The Board is scheduled to review this matter on Saturday, May 17, 2003.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. You may reach them at
312.751.8307.

'

~~(~·

Le McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Ad · i.stF tor

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 29, 2003

Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, Illinois 60601
Dear Mr. Reardon,
Th~ to

the allegation of sexual misconduct brought against Fr. Anthony Vader
The Board was to make recommendations regarding the aforementioned
matter at the Board meeting that took place on Saturday, May 17, 2003. At your request, the
Board voted to postpone this matter until the Board meeting scheduled to take place on June 21,
2003.

b~

If you have any information to have presented to the Board in regards to this matter, please
forward it to my attention no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2003.
Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611
312.751.5205, phone
312.751.5279, fax
lmccluskey@archchicago.org, e-mail
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312.751.5205.

S~incer,ely,&/VI

1

(f)J;.Adi~-···

L
M Cluskey
Professional Fitness Review Adm 'st tor

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 29, 2003
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Metropolitan Tribunal
Archdiocese of Dubuque
1229 Mt. Loretta
P.O. Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-04 79
Dear Sr. Francine,
This letter is in regards to the allegation of sexual misconduct brought against Fr. Anthony Vader
by
The Board was to make recommendations regarding the aforementioned
matter at the Board meeting that took place on Saturday, May 17, 2003. At the request of Fr.
Vader's civil attorney Patrick Reardon, the Board voted to postpone this matter until the Board
meeting scheduled to take place on June 21, 2003.
If you have any information to have presented to the Board in regards to this matter, please

forward it to my attention no later than Wednesday, June 11, 2003.
Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611
312.751.5205, phone
312.751.5279, fax
lmccluskev@archchicago.org, e-mail

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312.751.5205.

Sin~e
ely,

'Aflvit~VJ~"'2$

'i
Le~ McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admin~trat

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 6, 2003
·Fr. Anthony Vader
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding
- s allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of
the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of your attorney
Patrick Reardon.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmcclu.Skey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev.
James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at
312.642.1837.
Sincerely,

~vlJµJ~l2S

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Ad · ·fil tor

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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Office of Professional Fitness Review
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Post Office Bo~ 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 6, 2003
Fr. Anthony Vader
Clo Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Metropolitan Tribunal
Archdiocese of Dubuque
Mt. Loretta
P.O.Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding
- s allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of
the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of your attorney
Patrick Reardon.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail (lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev.
James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at
312.642.1837.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Ad

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 6, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 to
conduct a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct against
Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's determination to postpone the Second Stage
Review until the June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of Anthony Vader's
attorney, Patrick Reardon.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at
312. 751.8307.

s~~ly,

~iffttWita{1o1a0/

/

Leah McCluskey
(
Professional Fitness Review Ad · · trato

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 6, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Metropolitan Tribunal
Archdiocese of Dubuque
1229 Mt. Loretta
P.0.Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Boar~3 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review r e g a r d i n g _
allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of your attorney
Patrick Reardon
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev.
James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at
312.642.1837.

Sinct'.rely,

/dlttChAOlt&-6

'-i/)A
~~~luskey

Professional Fitness Review Admini

Cc:

to

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 6, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding
allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's recommendation to postpone the Second Stage
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of your attorney
Patrick Reardon.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312.751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that Rev.
James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at
312.642.1837.

~~·
c~ly,

~·. Jdifl®obe;

L ah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Admini rato

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 6, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on May 17, 2003 and
was scheduled to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding.your allegation of sexual
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process
for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's determination to postpone the Second Stage
Review until the scheduled June 21, 2003 Board meeting at the request of Anthony
Vader's attorney, Patrick Reardon.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
312. 751.5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at
312.751.8307.

~(t~·
Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Ad

Cc:

· tra r

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

RECEIVED
JUN 1 2 2003
June 7, 2003

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of May 23 in response to
your letter of May 21, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest
of the Archdiocese of Chicago who has withdrawn from public ministry, and the allegation made
by
following the Second Stage Review scheduled by the
Review Board on May 17, 2003.

In light of the Board's recommendation that this matter be postponed until the next
scheduled Review Board meeting so that the possibility of misidentification of the accused might
be further investigated, I accept this manner of proceeding, and ask that the matter be taken up at
the June 21, 2003 meeting of the Review Board.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

S~m~~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

JC~((?~/~
Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, lllinois 60611

RECEIVED

JUN l ?. ?f\03
June 7, 2003

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of May 23 in response to
your letter of May 21, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest
of the Archdiocese of Chicago who has withdrawn from public ministry, and the allegation made
by
following the Second Stage Review scheduled by the Review Board on
May 17, 2003.
In light of the Board's recommendation that this matter be postponed until the next
scheduled Review Board meeting so that the possibility of misidentification of the accused might
be further investigated, I accept this manner of proceeding, and ask that the matter be taken up at
the June 21, 2003 meeting of the Review Board.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

--:(
,...-:. (_µ,

~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

'28'. R-~~ot 4au.~
Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Minister
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

Post Office Box 19'79
Oikago, lllinois 60690-19'79

June 9, 2003

DearI've received your letter, filled with dismay about the accusations against Father Tony
Vader. I am grateful that you wrote to say how your life has been touched so deeply by Fr.
Vader.
I share your dismay, because Father Vader has been a generous and exemplary priest.
God has used him to do much good. However, there is always the possibility that even very
good people can do something seriously wrong. The Review Board, which received the
accusation, deliberated long and hard before judging that there is reasonable cause to believe the
accuser's story. The accusation was not lightly made, and the Board's judgement on it has to be
taken very seriously. The policy now is to remove a priest from active ministry while the
accusation is submitted to the canonical trial process. I would like to believe that this next step
will bring forth evidence to show that Fr. Vader can return to ministry.
In the meantime, I hope you will continue to support Father Vader, especially with your
prayers. This is a tragic situation for all concerned, and it fills everyone with sadness. Thank
you for writing and for your life of faith. You are in my prayers; please keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~~ c_.Qj., ~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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REARDON

ATIORNEY AND COUNSELOR /IJ LAW
SUITE 1938
221 NORTH LASALLE STREET
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ARCHIDCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS R~VIEW

June 10, 2003

Leah McCluskey
Pmfessior.al Fitness Review Adminis.trator
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979
Dear Ms. McCluskey:
As you know, I wrote to you on May 15, 2003 about my concerns that there may have
been a serious misidentification in the matters of Father Vader and also Father Hefferan.
I have attempted to examine the files of Reverend
to determine when he
was ordained, when he was assigned to certain parishes, particularly Holy Cross and Infant Jesus
of Prague. I wish to determine whether there is any information relevant to his knowledge or
interaction with young women at these or other parishes. I wish to learn of his relationships and
interaction with other parish priests, who may now be interviewed as to whether they remember
information relevant to my investigation. I wish to examine Father
's relationship to the
work ofDomen Delacado (phonetic spelling) and F a t h e r - s work with young children.
I wish to obtain photographs of Father
, Father Anthony Vader and Father
John Hefferan from the relevant times relating to the accusations, i.e. the mid 1950's to the mid
1960's.
I believe there is a very strong possibility that one priest may be mistaken for another in a
parish setting, particularly by very young parishioners. I experienced this myself in my ministry at
St. Agatha Church during the late l 960's. I followed a very popular priest in my assignment. For
several years young (and not so young) parishioners referred to me as "Father Mallette." I am
sure to this day many of them would still identify me by that name.
Despite my concerns, I have been unable to conduct my investigation. Officials of the
I I believe due process requires a
Archdiocese have denied access to records of Father
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June 10, 2003
Leah McCluskey
Re: Vader & Hefferan
Page2
complete investigation of this matter. I have been assured by John O'Malley of the Archdiocese
legal department that you will conduct an investigation and share all information with me. I will
await your communication as soon as possible.
I call your attention to the fact that there are at least two priests named
who were ordained in the early 1950's. I am aware that one is deceased. I believe he is the
subject of concern. However, I could not be certain of this without examining the files of both
men.

Best wishes.

Patrick G. Reardon
PGR/bi
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Antony J. Vader
Msgr. John I. Cardiff (resident) -

-

St".~

1963-1964
Martin Farrell
Richard J. Valker
Anthony J. Vader
Msgr. John I. Cardiff (resident)
1965-1966
Martin Farrell
Richard J. Valker
Jerome J. Ducharme
Msgr. John I. Cardiff (resident)
1967-1968
Martin Farrell
Jerome J. Ducharme
Gregory J. Sulgit
Francis A. Nickels
1969-1970
James L. Mollohan
Gregory J. Sulgit
Francis A. Nickels
Peace

John J. Treanor
Vice Chancellor
Archives & Records
711 W. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60661
(312)831-0711 (ext. 873)
jtreanor@archchicago.org
»>Laura Neri-Palomino 06/17/03 03:25PM »>
Jae, FYI - see below. Thanks for your help!
»> Leah McCluskey 06/17/03 02:1 OPM »>
Laura,
We are looking for the Holy Cross that was on 65th and Maryland--it is now closed.
Thanks.
Leah
Laura Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant
312-751-5206
Archdiocese of Chicago
Professional Fitness Review
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From:

To:
Date:
Subject:

·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::~~fi~::1:::1

John Treanor
Neri-Palomino, Laura
6/18/03 2:03PM
Re: assignments

Laura and Leah,
As per your request.
The priests atlHoly Cross (65th) were§
1950
no directory
1951
Robert Doyle
Michael J. Conway
Edward F. Myers
Hugo Diers
John I. Cardiff (resident)
1952
Robert Doyle
Edward F. Myers
Leo T. Mahon
James B. Kenny
Hugo Diers
John I. Cardiff (resident)
1953
Robert Doyle
James B. Kenny
Leo T. Mahon
Antony J. Vader
John I. Cardiff (resident)
1954
Robert Doyle
Leo T. Mahon
Anthony J. Vader
George Kane
John I. Cardiff (resident)
1955-1956
Robert Doyle
Leo T. Mahon
Anthony J. Vader
George Kane
John I. Cardiff (resident)
1957-1959
Martin Farrell
George Kane
Anthony J. Vader
John I. Cardiff (resident)

·:,~ ~ Ct'J..• 1960-1962 ... 1
Martin Farrell
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, IWNOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

To:

Sister Francine Quillin

From:

Father Jim Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests

Date:

June 19, 2003

Re:

Father Anthony Vader

Attached is a document which will be the subject of our conference tomorrow, Friday,
June 20, 2003, at 10:00 AM with Father Anthony Vader. He chose you to be his
canonical advocate. It is not necessary that you be present for the conference. If you
have any questions or observations to make, please contact me, Father Kaczorowski at
312-642-1837 or Father Dan Smilanic at 312-751-8206.
Thank you for your concerns and consideration.
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To:

Father Anthony Vader

From:

Father Jim Kaczorowski
Vicar for Priests

Date:

June 19, 2003

Re:

Protocol

Attached is the protocol which will be the subject of our conference tomorrow, Friday,
June 20, 2003, at 10:00 AM. I faxed a copy to your canon lawyer. If you have any
questions , please call me or Father Smilanic at 312-751-8206.
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COPY

ARCHDICXESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 20, 2003
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Archdiocese of Dubuque
P.O. Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479
Dear Sr. Francine,

Enclosed you will find documentation regarding the Monitoring Protocols that were
presented to Fr. Anthony Vader in a meeting attended by Fr. Vader, Fr. James
Kaczorowski [Vicar for Priests], Fr. Daniel Smilanic [Promoter of Justice and Delegate to
the Cardinal], and myself.
Fr. Vader stated that he wished to discuss the protocols with you prior to providing his
signature. I informed Fr. Vader that I would forward copies of the following fonns to
your attention: Monitoring Protocols, Fr. Vader's Individual Specific Protocol, the Clergy
Daily Log, and the TraveWacation Agreement. Copies of these forms were also given to
Fr. Vader at the aforementioned meeting. I requested that Fr. Vader speak with you and
then contact me regarding the protocols presented to him within ten days of today's date.
I have also enclosed a copy of our policies and procedures, 1100 Sexual Abuse of Minors:
Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures for
Determination of Fitness for Ministry.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns:
Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611
312 751-5205, office
312 751-5279, fax
lmccluskey@arhcchicago.org

s~~.~rel1,

/JI!

~'-{!dJ/ V~(l;vvO
1.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Ad
Enclosures
Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Fitness Review Board
Saturday, June 21, 2003
MINUTES

Members absent:

e

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA ·
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Approval of Minutes - May 17, 2003

II.

Case Reviews
Initial Review

A.

B.

AOC 021349

MINUTES
June 21, 2003

Page2

Second Stage Review

AOC 021350

MINUIES
June 21, 2003

Page3

F. In the Matter of Anthony Vader [Retired/Withdrawn) - PFR-137
The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation o f _
The claim is as follows: Fr. Vad~
inappropriately to
· Fr. Vader had - - - expose herself to him; Fr. Vader fondled
's
breasts while in her home.

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to uphold their First Stage
Review recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged
misconduct occmred. Further, the Board recommended that PFRA not follow up on the
allegation of mistaken identity [that
has mistaken Fr. Vader
for a different priest]. The Board recommended that Fr. Vader and/or his attorney be
directed to John O'Malley, Director of Legal Services with any concerns regarding
obtaining information of a priest who was possibly incorrectly identified as Fr. Vader by

In the Matter of Anthooy Vader [Retired/Withdrawn) - PFR-137
The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation o f _
The claim is as follows: Fr. Vader fondled
breasts when
she was a minor

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to uphold their First Stage
Review recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged
misconduct occmred. Further, the Board recommended that PFRA not follow up on the
allegation of mistaken identity [that
has mistaken Fr. Vader
for a different priest]. The Board recommended that Fr. Vader and/or his attorney be
directed to John O'Malley, Director of Legal Services with any concerns regarding
obtaining information of a priest who was pos.sibly incorrectly identified as Fr. Vader by

G.

AOC 021351

MINUTES
June 21, 2003
Page4

m.

Other Matters

•
Next scheduled meeting is July 19, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW BOARD MEETING
Saturday, June 21, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
AGENDA

L

Approval of Minutes -May 17, 2003

Il.

Case Reviews

F.

In the Matter of Anthony Vader (Retired/Withdrawn) - PFR-137
• Allegations made by
and

G.

Ill.

Other Matters

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, Jul.y 19, 2003
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Fitness Review Board
676 North St. Clair- Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Fitness Review Board met on

J \AJV\,(

1..l 12£J03

to conduct a

(enter date: month/day/Year)

0 First Stage Review

(check one:J

0 Supplementary Review

0 Status Report

regarding the allegation of _ __
(enter nam o a eg

v1c 1m

against _ _ _ _ ____;/\1/\~J1Ma V1_\{_\/i. .fAd&:......_
. . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

............

(enter name of accused priest or deacon)

'¢1 priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(check one:)

0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(enter name of (Arch]diocese)

D a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

0 a resigned priest or deacon of _____--.,....,.,---__,.....,--------<enter name of diocese or religious community)

0 a deceased priest or deacon of

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one)

~ere is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
~there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one)

~he priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.
The Board further recommends:
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Fitness Review Board
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION

<lWV\l

2-1 1 2003

to conduct a

~econd Stage Review D Supplementary Review

D Status Report

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on

(enter date: monthldayfYear)

D First Stage Review

(check one:J

regarding the allegation of_--,:--:-_ _,
~me o

a ~ea1 v1

against _ _ _ __..:....;fu0~~~V\......,V,......_J
. . . .fA.......rfvrd"""-"-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(enter name of accused priest or deacon)

~ priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(check one:)

D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

D an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ____________
(enter name of {Arch]diocese)

D a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

D a resigned priest or deacon of ________,.....----,---------<enter name of diocese or religious community)

D a deceased priest or deacon of _________________
(enter name of diocese or religious community)

which claims as follows:

M.J fowJAcd_ ~ W,.eotf./:;

(enter brief description of the alleged misconduct or inappropriate behavior)

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one:)

M1here is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
Othere is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect,. the Board recommends that
(check one:)

D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.

The Board further recommends:

&, V

v;ca~le

{/;(M<XC

.fo

QJA~
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 23, 2003
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on June 21, 2003 and
conducted a Second Stage Review regarding
s allegation
of sexual misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §110410 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Board has recommended that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged
misconduct occurred.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 312 751-5205.

Le h McC uskey
Professional Fitness Review Administr tor

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry

RECElVED
JUN 2 6 2003
ARCHIOCESE Of CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 23, 2003
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.1.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on June 21, 2003 and
conducted a Second Stage Review regarding
allegation of sexual
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process
for Continuation of Ministry.
The Board has recommended that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged
misconduct occurred.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 312 751-5205.

L ah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Ad

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Victim Assistance Ministry

RECEIVED
JUN 2 S 2003
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNE~S REVIEW
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Fitness Review

(312) 751-5205
Fax: {312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting

Re:

Anthony Vader (Retired/Withdrawn)

Date:

June 25, 2003

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on June 21,

2003:
The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of The claim is as follows: Fr. Vader spoke sexually inappropriately to Fr. Vader had
expose herself to him; Fr. Vader

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to uphold their First Stage Review
recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred
Further, the Board recommended that PFRA not follow up on the allegation of mistaken identity [that
has mistaken Fr. Vader for a different priest]. The Board
recommended that Fr. Vader and/or his attOmey be directed to John O'Malley, Director of Legal
Services with any concerns regarding obtaining information of a priest who was possibly incorrectly
identified as Fr. Vader by
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Fitness Review

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

File -PFR-137

From;

Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting

Re:

Anthony Vader (Retired/Withdrawn)

Date:

June 25, 2003

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on June 21,
2003:

••••I

The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation o
The claim is as follows: Fr. Vader fondled
breasts when she was a minor

-

I n a unanimous 6-0 vote, the Review Board recommended to uphold their First Stage Review
recommendation that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
Further, the Board recommended that PFRA not follow up on the allegation of mistaken identity [that
bas mistaken Fr. Vader for a different priest]. The Board
recommended that Fr. Vader and/or his attorney be directed to John O'Malley, Director of Legal
Services with any concerns regarding obtaining information of a priest who was possibly incorrectly
identified as Fr. Vader by
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Metropolitan Tribunal
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D
Phone: (312)751-8384
e-mail: plagges@archchicago.org

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Fax: (312)751-8314

27 June, 2003

Dear
Cardinal George received your letter of April 16 and has asked me to respond to your question
about the situation involving Father Vader.
I can understand the pain you must feel over the accusations that were made against Father
Vader. I have worked with Father Vader personally over the years, and I, too, was saddened to
hear of what has transpired.
At the present time, the Archdiocese is still in the preliminary stage with regard to Father
Vader's case. That is, an accusation was made which at least seems to warrant further
investigation. The Archdiocese is in the process of conducting that investigation. Because the
events took place so long ago, this takes longer than it might have taken if the accusation were
about something which took place recently. Those who are doing the investigation need to make
sure that they have looked into every possible area with regard to the accusation. The passage of
time makes the investigation more difficult, but not impossible
In my experience here in the Archdiocese and in dealing with this issue across the country, I

have found that the people who have accused priests of sexual misconduct are very sincere, and
often very troubled, people. They sincerely believe that such abuse took place, and they have
presented evidence to the Archdiocesan Fitness Review Board that persuaded the nine members
that the matter needs to be looked into further.
The Archdiocese is now in the process of doing that. However, we have to follow the Church's
procedural laws in this matter. These laws require that a preliminary investigation take place to
determine if the facts and circumstances warrant further action by the Cardinal. If so, he must
report this to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome to ask permission to
conduct a trial to see ifthe accusation is true. If the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
gives Cardinal George permission, a trial will take place according to the procedural laws in the
Code of Canon Law. This will be handled by the Metropolitan Tribunal, although judges will be
brought in from other dioceses so that no Archdiocesan priest will be sitting in judgement over
another Archdiocesan priest.

AOC 021360
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In the meantime, until the issue is resolved, Father Vader has been asked to refrain from
exercising public ministry. He has agreed to this and has also agreed to live in a monitored
setting. While this is a very painful time for him - and also for the Archdiocese because of
Father Vader's many years of service - it is something that the Archdiocese is required to do,
according to the laws which have been approved for the United States by the Holy Father.

The Archdiocese will try to move Father Vader's case along as quickly as possible. However,
we have to proceed deliberately and according to law in these matters. In my twenty-one years
of experience as a tribunal judge, I have found that trials which are hastily done often overlook
the weightier issues of justice and the right of defense.
If the accusations against Father Vader ultimately prove to be untrue, then he will be restored to
ministry again. However much people may wish the accusations to be untrue, though, it is only
by taking all parties seriously in these matters, and by following the procedural laws of the
Church which are designed to get at the truth, that we can come to a decision which is truly just.

I can assure you that the Archdiocese does not like to ask priests to remove themselves from
ministry. The needs of God's people are so great that we need all the priests we can get.
However, if a priest is suspected of harming God's people in any way, we also have to take that
seriously. If the accusations prove true, the priest must face the consequences of his actions.
I hope this clarifies things somewhat for you. I encourage you to continue to pray for Father
Vader, for his accusers, and for all of us who have to administer the laws of the Church in this
matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

(Rev.) Patrick R. Lagges
Judicial Vicar
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(address)

Dear
I write in response to the letter you sent me last April, in which you express your concerns about the status and
health of Fr. Anthony Vader since his removal as Pastor Emeritus of Holy Name of Mary Parish and Sacred Heart
Mission. Like many of Fr. Vader's friends and former parishioners, you are worried about Father's health, anxious
for the canonical trial process to begin, and hopeful that he could be transferred to a location in the south suburbs.
Pieass l!Jfis~tVe are in the process of preparing to hold canonical trials. By the end of this month, Fr.
Vader's case will be among those referred to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome. If this
Congregation grants permission to hold a trial, it will be conducted by our Metropolitan Tribunal, the Archdiocesan
"court" that is ready to accept such cases. Fr. Vader will be informed of the process of having his case heard, as well
as about his right to an appeal. In the interest of fairness, the judges who hear these cases will be brought in from
other dioceses, so that no Archdiocesan priest will ever sit in judgment over another. The Archdiocese is seeking to
move this process along as quickly as possible. However, it is most important that we proceed with care, so that the
rights of all involved are respected and a truly just decision can be reached.
Until this case has been resolved, our Archdiocesan policies, written in accordance with the USCCB Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People, require Fr. Vader to refrain from the exercise of public ministry. He has
agreed to do so, and has also agreed to live in the monitored setting we provide in Mundelein. Fr. Jim Kaczorowski,
our Vicar for Priests, has met with Fr. Vader on several occasions and stays in contact with him. Fr. Vader's
freedom to contact Fr. Kaczorowski has not been restricted.
I hope this clarifies some of the questions you have raised about Fr. Vader's status. The decision to ask a priest to
remove himself from ministry is always a painful one for a priest, for his bishop, and for all the members of the
Body of Christ whom he serves. I appreciate the way you are supporting Fr. Vader with your prayers. Please
continue to pray for him, as well for his accuser, for me, and for our entire Church.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Francis Cardinal George, OMI
Archbishop of Chicago

(.
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AOC 021362

Holy Narne of Mary Church
11159 SOUTH LOOMIS STREET • CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60843 • AREA CODE 773 • 23&'6800

1 July,2003
Dear Jim and Leah:
I will leave for my vacation on July 8
and I plan to be gone for two weeks until
July 22.
My vacation will be spent in
,
Colorado a small town in the Rockies where
my grandfat,herhomesteaded in 1881. Now
the town is filled with Vaders.
I will stay with
whose telephone number is
I can also be reached tghrough St. Peter
Church in
and whose phone number
should be in theCatholic Directory.
There will be a family reunion for the
Vader family as well as Cattlemens Days
with therodeo and stock show. The Vader
famil will be at the whole program and
will be the program
directors.
Sorry to be late in informing you, but I
had forgotten the days for my leaving.
I had to call United Airlines and they told
me it wi11 be next week.
Hope to see you on my return and finish up
this case.

AOC 021363

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

RECEIVED

JUL 2 1 2003
3 July, 2003

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of June 23, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago who is no longer engaged in active ministry, and the allegation made by
following the Second Stage Review conducted by the Review
Board on June 21, 2003.
In light of the Board's consideration of the matter, his current living situation and
monitoring protocols are to continue. However, I ask that you conduct a Supplementary Review
of this matter to investigate more thoroughly the possibility of mistaken identity.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

f~CJ;c~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

AOC 021364

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

3 July, 2003

RECEIVED

JUL 2 1 2003

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
67 6 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of June 23, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago who is no longer engaged in active ministry, and the allegation made by
following the Second Stage Review conducted by the Review Board on
June 21, 2003.
In light of the Board's consideration of the matter, his current living situation and
monitoring protocols are to continue. However, I ask that you conduct a Supplementary Review
of this matter to investigate more thoroughly the possibility of mistaken identity.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

:t~ Gvft~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

AOC 021365

ARCH DICXlSE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 19IO
Chicago, IL 60611

..(l.12)751-5205
Cop i,oo-994-6200

of an original docum~m <tHit\l5t1nf1Hes of

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW
ARCHD~~CESE OF CHICAGO
MEMORANDUM

This 1s a red ink stamp!
DO NOT COPY

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato@)

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

July 6, 2003

PRA, Fr. James Kaczorowski [Vicar for Priests], and Fr. Daniel Smilanic [Promoter of
Justice, Delegate to the Cardinal] met with Fr. Anthony Vader on June 20, 2003 to review
Fr. Vader's new monitoring protocols. PRA also gave Fr. Vader a copy of the most
recent 1100 Sexual Abuse of Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to
Victims and Procedures for Determination ofFitness for Ministry.
PRA informed Fr. Vader that copies of all of the monitoring information that he received
today would be overnighted to his canonical advocate, Sr. Francine Quillin. PRA
requested that Fr. Vader discuss the information with Sr. Quillin and then provide PRA
with a signed copy indicating his agreement to abide by the aforementioned protocols
within 10 days. Fr. Vader was extremely cooperative and agreed to PRA's request.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 02136

DO NOT COPY

JIJ\ (~ <6, W0-3 - d"' I\j 2-2

Permission to go on vacation to

I

W03

(Dates)

will be met by him and

(See attached correspondence)
I.

The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at all his activities. Client is not allowed
to be by himself.

2.

No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present.

3.

Client is required to call in _ _ _ _ _N__._(_A_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , to keep a daily log: proofs/
(Frequency)

tickets, receipts, etc., regarding resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for
verification: .
4.

If any of the above conditions are violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be
held accountable by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

5.

The date of return to the residence has been set for

J\J\ I'I 'J,.-:2 , "2-003

, however due

to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date can be changed. Approval from the
PFR Administrator must be granted for any changes in this statement.

Signature(s):

Date:

A copy of this agreement will be kept on file at Professional Fitness Review Board Administrator's
Office and the Vicar for Priests' Office.
Revised 6/6/03

AOC 021367

ARCHDICX15E OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

(312)751-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)751-5279

676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

..

COPY

PoRfOanFEorS1gmal document from the files of
July 8, 2003
Fr. Anthony Vader
PO Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060

SIONAL FITNESS REVIEW
ARCHD~qCESE OF CHICAGO
This ts a red ink stamp!
DO NOT COPY

Dear Fr. Vader,
Enclosed you will find a copy of the TraveWacation Agreement that I filled out
yesterday during our phone conversation regarding your vacation to-Colorado.
I appreciate you contacting me prior to your departure and wanted you to have a copy of
the aforementioned agreement that will be placed in your file. As per our conversation, I
do understand that your monitor Fr. Anthony Talarico is aware of your travel plans. I
also do understand that your cousins
will act as your monitor
:from July 8, 2003 until your return on July 22, 2003.
Take care and I hope that you have a safe trip.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Review Administra r
Enclosure

Cc:

Rev. James .Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021368

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312)751-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)751-5279

676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato,e

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

July 8, 2003

PRA contacted Fr. Anthony Vacier via phone on July 7, 2003 regarding the monitoring
protocols that were presented to him on June 20, 2003. Fr. Vader stated that he has
attempted to reach his canonical advocate, Sr. Francine Quillin without success to discuss
the protocols. PRA reminded Fr. Vader that he was asked to respond to PRA within 10
days of the aforementioned meeting, which would have been June 30, 2003. Fr. Vader
was aware that the date had passed and stated that he would attempt to reach Sr. Francine
again.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021369

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910

(312)751-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)751-5279

Chicago, IL 60611

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

July 8, 2003

e

PRA contacted Fr. Anthony Vader via phone on July 7, 2003 regarding the allegations of
sexual misconduct of minors made against him. In regards to Fr. Vader's claim that there
has been a case of mistaken identity in the aforementioned matters, PRA engaged Fr.
Vader in a discussion regarding Fr.
Fr. Vader was assigned to Holy
Cross with Fr.
from 1960-1962. As per Fr. Vader, a former Holy Cross student
had taken her to a
by the name of-disclosed to Fr. Vader that Fr.
hotel in Indiana when she was a minor. When asked by PRA if anything had occurred
between Fr. - a n d - Fr. Vader stated that the two had "sexual relations."
As per Fr. Vader,
disclosed this information to him either when he was
assigned to Holy Cross [1952-1964] or St. Laurence [1964-1968].
As per Fr. Vader,
"and her girlfriends" would go to Holy Cross to visit with
Fr.
Fr. Vader inferred that he and his attorney Patrick Reardon have been
in connection with
searching f o r - as well as her "close friend"
this matter. In an attempt to locate
Fr. Vader stated that he and Mr. Reardon
who is a
have learned that
has a brother by the name of
However, Fr. Vader stated that there are several [more than 10]
' who work for
Fr. Vader was thanked for the information and had been informed earlier in the
conversation that PRA and Fr. Daniel Smilanic, Promoter of Justice, have been
investigating the possibility of he [Fr. Vader] being mistaken for Fr. - b y the
alleged victims.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021370

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 6061 1

(312)751-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)751-5279

July 11, 2003

RECEIVED

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

JUL 2 I 2003
ARCH!OCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Dear Cardinal George,
As the Auditor whom you appointed in accord with Cannon 1717 to conduct a
Preliminary Investigation into the allegations of sexual abuse of minors that have been
made against the Rev. Anthony Vader, a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, I would
like to inform you that the investigation has not yet been completed. Once the
aforementioned investigation is completed I will forward my recommendations to you for
your detennination in this matter.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at [312] 751-5205.

McCluskey
· Professional Review Administrator

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski., Vicar for Priests

AOC 021371

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

;,?\\

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility AdministratorV

Re:
Date:

July 16, 2003

PRA received a phone call today from an attorney by the name of
-informed PRA that he is now representing
specifically requested information regarding the Archdiocese's policy on
PRA gave M r . - t h e name and
phone number for Dr. Michael Bland of Assistance Ministry.
Mr.
clarified that the review of
's allegation of sexual misconduct
against Fr. Anthony Vader is "on hold" as a result of information presented to PRA by Fr.
Vader's attorney.

cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

AOC 021372

I

ARCHDIOC:' CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of the Archbishop

(312) 751-5200
Fax: (312) 337-6379

July 17, 2003

Dear-,
I write in response to the letter you sent me last April, in which you express your concerns about
the status and health of Fr. Anthony Vader since his removal as Pastor Emeritus of Holy Name of Mary
Parish and Sacred Heart Mission. Like many of Fr. Vader's friends and former parishioners, you are
worried about Father's health, anxious for the canonical trial process to begin, and hopeful that he could
be transferred to a location in the south suburbs.
We are in the process of preparing to hold canonical trials. By the end of this month, Fr. Vader's
case will be among those referred to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome. If this
Congregation grants permission to hold a trial, it will be conducted by our Metropolitan Tribunal, the
Archdiocesan "court" that is ready to accept such cases. Fr. Vader will be informed of the process of
having his case heard, as well as about his right to an appeal. In the interest of fairness, the judges who
hear these cases will be brought in from other dioceses, so that no Archdiocesan priest will ever sit in
judgment over another. The Archdiocese is seeking to move this process along as quickly as possible.
However, it is most important that we proceed with care, so that the rights of all involved are respected
and a truly just decision can be reached.
Until this case has been resolved, our Archdiocesan policies, written in accordance with the
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, require Fr. Vader to refrain from the
exercise of public ministry. He has agreed to do so, and has also agreed to live in the monitored setting
we provide in Mundelein. Fr. Jim Kaczorowski, our Vicar for Priests, has met with Fr. Vader on several
occasions and stays in contact with him. Fr. Vader's freedom to contact Fr. Kaczorowski has not been
restricted.
I hope this clarifies some of the questions you have raised about Fr. Vader's status. The decision
to ask a priest to remove himself from ministry is always a painful one for a priest, for his bishop, and for
all the members of the Body of Christ whom he serves. This is especially painful in the case of Fr. Vader,
who has done so much good for so many people often overlooked by others. I appreciate the way you are
supporting Fr. Vader with your prayers. Please continue to pray for him, as well as for his accuser, for
me, and for our entire Church.

f::u~rihr
Francis Cardinal George, OMI
Archbishop of Chicago

AOC 021373

ARCHDIOC' CHICA.GO
Office of the Archbishop

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
(312) 751-8230
Fax (312) 337-6379

July 17, 2003

I write in response to the letter you sent me last April, in which you express your concerns about
the status and health of Fr. Anthony Vader since his removal as Pastor Emeritus of Holy Name of Mary
Parish and Sacred Heart Mission. Like many of Fr. Vader's friends and fonner parishioners, you are
worried about Father's health, anxious for the canonical trial process to begin, and hopeful that he could
be transferred to a location in the south suburbs.
Please be assured that we are in the process of preparing to hold canonical trials. By the end of
this month, Fr. Vader's case will be among those referred to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith
in Rome. If this Congregation grants pennission to hold a trial, it will be conducted by our Metropolitan
Tribunal, the Archdiocesan "court" that is ready to accept such cases. Fr. Vader will be infonned of the
process of having his case heard, as well as about his right to an appeal. In the interest of fairness, the
judges who hear these cases will be brought in from other dioceses, so that no Archdiocesan priest will
ever sit in judgment over another. The Archdiocese is seeking to move this process along as quickly as
possible. However, it is most important that we proceed with care, so that the rights of all involved are
respected and a truly just decision can be reached.
Until this case has been resolved, our Archdiocesan policies, written in accordance with the
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, require Fr. Vader to refrain from the
exercise of public ministry. He has agreed to do so, and has also agreed to live in the monitored setting
we provide in Mundelein. Fr. Jim Kaczorowski, our Vicar for Priests, has met with Fr. Vader on several
occasions and stays in contact with him. Fr. Vader's freedom to contact Fr. Kaczorowski has not been
restricted.
I hope this clarifies some of the questions you have raised about Fr. Vader's status. The decision
to ask a priest to remove himself from ministry is always a painful one for a priest, for his bishop, and for
all the members of the Body of Christ whom he serves. I appreciate the way you are supporting Fr. Vader
with your prayers. Please continue to pray for him, as well as for his accuser, for me, and for our entire
Church.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

4~~~

Francis Cardinal George, OMI
Archbishop of Chicago

AOC 021374

ARCHDICX:I,SE
OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of the Archbishop
.

(312) 751-5200
Fax: (312) 337-6379

.

July 17, 2003

DearI write in response to the letter you sent me last April, in which you express your concerns about
the status and health of Fr. Anthony Vader since his removal as Pastor Emeritus of Holy Name of Mary
Parish and Sacred Heart Mission. Like many of Fr. Vader's friends and former parishioners, you are
worried about Father's health, anxious for the canonical trial process to begin, and hopeful that he could
be transferred to a location in the south suburbs.
Please be assured that we are in the process of preparing to hold canonical trials. By the end of
this month, Fr. Vader's case will be among those referred to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith
in Rome. If this Congregation grants permission to hold a trial, it will be conducted by our Metropolitan
Tribunal, the Archdiocesan "court" that is ready to accept such cases. Fr. Vader will be informed of the
process of having his case heard, as well as about his right to an appeal. In the interest of fairness, the
judges who hear these cases will be brought in from other dioceses, so that no Archdiocesan priest will
ever sit in judgment over another. The Archdiocese is seeking to move this process along as quickly as
possible. However, it is most important that we proceed with care, so that the rights of all involved are
respected and a truly just decision can be reached.
Until this case has been resolved, our Archdiocesan policies, written in accordance with the
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, require Fr. Vader to refrain from the
exercise of public ministry. He has agreed to do so, and has also agreed to live in the monitored setting
we provide in Mundelein. Fr. Jim Kaczorowski, our Vicar for Priests, has met with Fr. Vader on several
occasions and stays in contact with him. Fr. Vader's freedom to contact Fr. Kaczorowski has not been
restricted.
I hope this clarifies some of the questions you have raised about Fr. Vader's status. The decision
to ask a priest to remove himself from ministry is always a painful one for a priest, for his bishop, and for
all the members of the Body of Christ whom he serves. I appreciate the way you are supporting Fr. Vader
with your prayers. Please continue to pray for him, as well as for his accuser, for me, and for our entire
Church.

r;:;«:l:\~yFrancis Cardinal George, OMI
Archbishop of Chicago

AOC 021375

ARCHDIOCESE.OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
-

(312) 751-5200
Fax: (312) 337-6379

July 17, 2003

Dear
I write in response to the letter you sent me last April, in which you express your concerns about
the status and health of Fr. Anthony Vader since his removal as Pastor Emeritus of Holy Name of Mary
Parish and Sacred Heart Mission. Like many of Fr. Vader's friends and former parishioners, you are
worried about Father's health, anxious for the canonical trial process to begin, and hopeful that he could
be transferred to a location in the south suburbs.
Please be assured that we are in the process of preparing to hold canonical trials. By the end of
this month, Fr. Vader's case will be among those referred to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith
in Rome. If this Congregation grants permission to hold a trial, it will be conducted by our Metropolitan
Tribunal, the Archdiocesan "court" that is ready to accept such cases. Fr. Vader will be informed of the
process of having his case heard, as well as about his right to an appeal. In the interest of fairness, the
judges who hear these cases will be brought in from other dioceses, so that no Archdiocesan priest will
ever sit in judgment over another. The Archdiocese is seeking to move this process along as quickly as
possible. However, it is most important that we proceed with care, so that the rights of all involved are
respected and a truly just decision can be reached.
Until this case has been resolved, our Archdiocesan policies, written in accordance with the
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, require Fr. Vader to refrain from the
exercise of public ministry. He has agreed to do so, and has also agreed to live in the monitored setting
we provide in Mundelein. Fr. Jim Kaczorowski, our Vicar for Priests, has met with Fr. Vader on several
occasions and stays in contact with him. Fr. Vader's freedom to contact Fr. Kaczorowski has not been
restricted.
I hope this clarifies some of the questions you have raised about Fr. Vader's status. The decision
to ask a priest to remove himself from ministry is always a painful one for a priest, for his bishop, and for
all the members of the Body of Christ whom he serves. I appreciate the way you are supporting Fr. Vader
with your prayers. Please continue to pray for him, as well as for his accuser, for me, and for our entire
Church.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

~~~

Francis Cardinal George, OMI
Archbishop of Chicago

AOC 021376

Offi~

COPY

ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO

of Pmfe.•iOMl

R"po~ilnlity

'

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 17, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 21,
2003 to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct
against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article 1104.l 0 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has received the Board's recommendation that the information presented
seems to be true of an offense. However, the Cardinal has not yet acted on the
recommendation and has requested that I present recently acquired information to the
Board at the meeting scheduled for July 19, 2003. Once the Board makes their
recommendations regarding the additional information, the Cardinal will be able to make
a determination regarding your allegation against Fr. Vader.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at
[312] 751-8267.

1ffel1JNJJflD
Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administr

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

•
AOC 021377

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

COPY
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Chicago, [Jlinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 17' 2003
Fr. Anthony Vader

Clo Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Archdiocese of Dubuque
P.O.Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 21,
2003 to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding
allegation of
sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has received the Board's recommendation that the information presented
seems to be true of an offense. However, the Cardinal has not yet acted on the
recommendation and has requested that I present recently acquired information to the
Board at the meeting scheduled for July 19, 2003. Once the Board makes their
recommendations regard~rmation, the Cardinal will be able to make
a determination regarding-allegation against you.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lrnccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that
Rev. James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at the
Vicar for Priests office at [312] 642-1837.

~

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility AdministD

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

•
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P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 17. 2003
Fr. Anthony Vader
Clo Patrick G. Reardon
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 21
2003 to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding
allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has received the Board's recommendation that the information presented
seems to be true of an offense. However, the Cardinal has not yet acted on the
recommendation and has requested that I present recently acquired information to the
Board at the meeting scheduled for July 19, 2003. Once the Board makes their
recommendations regardin the additional informatio the Cardinal will be able to make
a determination regarding
allegation against you.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that
Rev. James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at the
Vicar for Priests office at [312] 642-183 7.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Admin strato

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021379
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P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 17, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 21,
2003 to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding your allegation of sexual misconduct
against Anthony V acler pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has received the Board's recommendation that the information presented
seems to be true of an offense. However, the Cardinal has not yet acted on the
recommendation and has requested that I present recently acquired information to the
Board at the meeting scheduled for July 19, 2003. Once the Board makes their
recommendations regarding the additional information. the Cardinal will be able to make
a determination regarding your allegation against Fr. Vader.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at
[312] 751-8267.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Admin

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 17, 2003
Fr. Anthony Vader
Clo Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Archdiocese of Dubuque
P.O.Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0479
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 21
2003 to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding
allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Artie e 1104.10 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has received the Board's recommendation that the information presented
seems to be true of an offense. However, the Cardinal has not yet acted on the
recommendation and has requested that I present recently acquired information to the
Board at the meeting scheduled for July 19, 2003. Once the Board makes their
recommendations regarding the additional information, the Cardinal will be able to make
a determination regarding
allegation against you.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that
Rev. James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at the
Vicar for Priests office at [312] 642-1837.

(ffio~

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Ad · ·

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

.
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July 17, 2003
Fr. Anthony Vader
Clo Mr. Patrick G. Reardon
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibil~t on June 21,
2003 to conduct a Second Stage Review regarding ~allegation of
sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
The Cardinal has received the Board's recommendation that the information presented
seems to be true of an offense. However, the Cardinal has not yet acted on the
recommendation and has requested that I present recently acquired information to the
Board at the meeting scheduled for July 19, 2003. Once the Board makes their
recommendations regarding the additional information, the Cardinal will be able to make
a determination regarding
allegation against you.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that
Rev. James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at the
Vicar for Priests office at [312] 642-1837.

McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Admini
Cc:

Rev. Daniel Srnilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

•
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility AdministratoV

Re:

Vader, Anthony/

Date:

July 18, 2003

/())

via phone. regarding the status of her
PRA spoke with
asked PRA if
allegation of sexual misconduct against Fr_ Anthony Vader.
her attorney had contacted the office on her behalf. PRA informed
that her
attorney had called earlier in the week and was given the requested information regarding

then asked about the postponement of the Second Stage Review of her
allegation against Fr. Vader. She was informed that a letter was being sent to her today
regarding the Board's recommendations from June 21, 2003 and the Cardinal's request
that PRA investigate additional information that Fr. Vader and his attorney have
presented. At her request,
was informed that the "additional information"
was the possibility that she had mistaken Fr. Vader for another priest as her alleged
abuser.
expressed hers rise and anger at the suggestion that she was not
certain of Fr. Vader's identity.

It was explained to
that PRA and the Promoter of Justice [Fr. Daniel
Smilanic] have thoroughly investigated the additional information presented by Fr. Vader
and his attorney regarding the possibility of"mistaken identity." PRA also informed.
- t h a t this matter would be on the Review Board's agenda scheduled for August
16, 2003.

AOC 021383

Memo to File -PFR-137
July 18, 2003
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thanked PRA for all of the work done in this office on her behalf. She also
asked about Ralph Bonaccorsi from Assistance Ministry and asked that her greetings be
extended to him.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccors~ Assistance Ministry
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July J 8, 2003
Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Fitness Review
676 N. St. Clair, Suit·~ l 91 0
Chicago, Illinois 60611

RECEIVED
JUL 1 8 2003
ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

Dear M~. McCluskey,
This letter is in response to the copies of letters sent by fax in care of this office to my clients,
Father Anthony Vader and Father John Hefferan, dated July 17,2003, and received here today. In
those letters you make reference to ''recently acquired information" which you will present to the
Professional Fitness Review Board on July 19, 2003. l must remind you that neither I nor my
clients have been adv:ised of this new irifonnation or been given a chance to investigate or respond
to it. I have no idea what new information has been acquired, but l strongly submit that even the
appearance of due process would require that information relevant to an accusation be shared
with the accused.
I remind you of the letter I sent on June 10, 2003, requesting information relevant to the files of
Reverend
now deceased. I enclose a copy of that letter. (I note that it bears the

address of the Archdiocese rather than your office; however it was faxed to you directly on June
10.) ln that letter .l indicat~d my deep concern over misidentification. Despite this concern, I and
my clients have been denied access to the relevant tile material. 1 was assured by the lawyer for
the Archdiocese that you \vould conduct an investigation and share the results with me. You and
l spoke of this assurance by telephone at the time l sent the letter. !·requested answers to several
specific questions so that I could conduct follow-up interviews and investigation. Your July l7m
Jetter is the first communication 1 have received indicating that any information has been obtained.

1 requested photos of the pa11ies relevant to the Vader inquiry. I have heard and received
nothing. In the interim, I have acquired some of these photos through other means. If you do not
have them, 1 can provide them upon request.

/;;j_A~
Patrick G. Reardon
Cc:

'

Rev. Daniel Stnilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski Vicar for Priests
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The following arc in regards to the above cases concer.o:ing

Le.a.h
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, July 19, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
MINUTES

Non-members oresent:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Approval of Minutes -June 21, 2003

II.

Monitoring Protocol Update
• Recommendation of Review Board that a statement be added to the Individual
Specific Monitoring Protocols [ISP] that the accused's signature on the ISP does not
imply an admission of guih
•
shared information regarding Fr. Vader and Fr. Calicott
• Received information that Fr. Vader presided over a mass in the recent past
• Received information that Fr. Calicott preached at a funeral [whose name was
printed in the program] in the recent past
• PRA informed Board that infonnation regarding Fr. Vader and Calicott would be
discussed with Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

m.
IV.

Case Reviews
Initial Review

A.

AOC 021389

f

MINUTES
July 19, 2003
Page2

B.

Second Stage Reviews

c.

D.

AOC 021390

MINUTES
July J 9, 2003
Page3

E.

Review for Cause

F.

AOC 021391

MINUfES
July 19, 2003
Page4

V. Other Matters

Next scheduled meeting is August 16, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar fur Priests
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021392

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
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Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

MEMORANDUM
To:

File-PFR-137

From:

Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting

Re:

Anthony Vader

Date:

July 19, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on July 19,
2003:

I.

Monitoring Protocol Update
•

•

shared information regarding Fr. V ruler
Received information that Fr. Vader presided over a mass in the recent past

•

PRA informed Board that information regarding Fr. Vader would be discussed
with Fr. James Kaczorows.k4 Vicar for Priests

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 25, 2003
Mr. Patrick G. Reardon
Attorney and Counselor at Law
Suite 1938
221 North LaSalle Street
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Copy

Dear Mr. Reardon,
This letter is in response to your letter to me dated July 18, 2003. I received the fax in the
evening of July l 81h.
The "recently acquired information" that you referenced from my letter to Fr. Anthony
Vader dated July 17, 2003 was a direct reference to the information that you brought to
my attention regarding the possibility that Fr. Vader was mistaken for another priest by
bis alleged victims. Contrary to your understanding, no "recently acquired information"
was presented to the Review Board on July 19, 2003, as Fr. Vader's cases were not on the
agenda. Fr. Daniel Smilanic, Promoter of Justice and myself have not yet finished our
investigation of the aforementioned matter, however, upon the completion of our
investigation you will be notified as we had previously discussed. Only after the
investigation is complete and the information has been shared with you and Fr. Vader
will this matter be placed on a Review Board agenda, the date of which you will be
notified by Fr. Vader's Vicar for Priests, Fr. James Kaczorowski.
I appreciate your offer of sharing your photographs "of the parties relevant to the Vader
inquiry." However, I have obtained copies of relevant photographs through records kept
by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

If you have any questions or concerns in the future, I appreciate written notification,
however, I remind you to feel free to contact me via phone at [312] 751-5205 as well.
.

ce ly,

~

~flt!bd::tP

Le McCluskey
Professional Responsibility A

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021394

ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

August 8, 2003

Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601

VIA FAX AND MAIL

Dear Mr. Reardon,
This letter is in regards to the investigation of the
Vader was wrongly identified by
when she was a minor.

our client Fr. Anthony
as her alleged abuser

The findings of the investigation conducted by Fr. Daniel Smilanic, Promoter of Justice
[as well as the Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board] and myself is enclosed. Please
know that this matter will be on the Review Board's agenda scheduled for Saturday,
August 16, 2003.

~1ice&~V£~
I:eah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility

Adm~~or

Enclosures

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

AOC 021395

RECEIVED

PFR 13"': VADER

AUG 0 8 2003
REPORT:

Investigation of the response of Rev. Anthony Vader to an allegation.

ARCHIOCESE OF CHICAGO

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW

In response to the allegation made against him, the accused has presented an explanation that he
has been mistaken for another priest. In other words, the accused has stated that the one making
'50 (deceased). The accused and
the allegation has mistaken him for
were assigned for a common period oftime at Holy Cross parish (65th Street). Another

accused and (Flossmoor).

were assigned for a common period of time at Infant Jesus of Prague

There are four anecdotal features that have surfaced. The first is that was known as a
'womanizer'. The second is a report, attributed to Vader, that a woman came forward with the
story that as an underage girl, she and were sexually involved with each other,
apparently while he was assigned to Holy Cross parish. The third is that he was married months
after he left the priesthood. The fourth is that someone recently mistook the other accused priest
for-.
The first step was to examine the
file. There was nothing in the file to
indicate that he was ever involved in any misconduct with minors, nor that he was ever sexually
·
involved with anyone.

The second step was to talk with those who had known him.
McCluskey (PFRA) and the Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic (PJ).

This was done by Ms Leah

The PJ interviewed a classmate who was ordained with he is a retired priest of the
Archdiocese. He recalled that at their 'class meetings', he and
and another classmate
always ended up talking in a comer: they did not want to participate in the gambling that
characterized such gatherings. He recalled that
married following his resignation and
that he was later divorced.
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He stated
that he never knew of, nor heard of, any sexual misconduct on the part o f - either with
adults or underage individuals. He stated that he was surprised when he learned of
's
resignation. When asked directly, he stated that there was no resemblance between
Vader, or the other accused priest.
The PJ interviewed a resigned priest of the Archdiocese who was ordained during the same era
as the file contains references to this resigned priest as a friend in the
Instructions For Burial. He stated that and
were friends, and became quite friendly
during the period that both were moving out of the priesthood. He stated that he knew of no
sexual involvement with anyone, and no questionable involvement with kids, on - · s part.
s marria e lasted
He stated that he knew of no bizarre or unusual behavior. He said that
about 5 to 7 years.

e reca e
at anot er c ose
friend would be
an ex-priest of the Archdiocese, if he is still alive: he was one of the
founders of the ACP and went on to work at Notre Dame University. When asked directly, he
stated that although he had never thought of it before, but there might be a slight resemblance
~ and Vader; he emphatically stated that there was no resemblance between
- a n d the other accused priest.
The PFRA spoke with another retired priest of the Archdiocese. He was assigned wit~
at Holy Cross. PFRA explained that - s name had surfaced in connection with the
investigation of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors made against other priests. PFRA
asked the retired priest if he had any knowledge of issues with
concerning minors. He
stated that he had never 'heard anything' regarding concerns w i t h - s behavior around or
with minors. He recalled that-worked with adults,

The PFRA spoke to another retired priest of the Archdiocese who is now living in California. In
the 1970 the retired priest and were assigned together at Our Lady of Grace. The
PFRA asked him if he was aware of any questions or concerns regarding - · s interactions
with minors and/or young females. He replies that he was extremely surprised with the questions
asked regarding - - Further, he said that there was nothing he ever say that would have
him question- and his interactions with minors or with young females.
The PFRA spoke with Fr. Thomas Tivy, the Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese. From 1969 to
1970, - w a s assigned to Our Lady of Grace. Fr. Tivy grew up in Our Lady of Grace and
was the pastor of the parish for a number of years, although neither of those periods of time were
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at the same time a s - s assignment there. PFRA asked Fr. Tivy if he had any knowledge
of issues with concerning minors. Tivy stated that he never heard of any issues
concerning the behavior o f - w i t h minors.
The PFRA spoke with the other accused priest about - s reputation; it has been suggested
that one who has brought an allegation against him mistook him for - · He and
had both been assigned to Infant Jesus of Prague, although apparently not simultaneous with the
time when the alleged abuse took place. This priest stated that
was involved in all sorts
of 'partying'. When asked to develop that statement, he expanded his recollections by observing
•••lwas 'partying' with nuns at their parish and not at Infant Jesus of Prague. This priest
felt that
left because he wanted to marry, and he married an ex-nun. This priest also
stated that
traveled on weekends to Indiana University for courses in Ethics. This
priest asserted that on one occasion accompanied 'Miss Mexico' from Mexico to
Indiana University. The other accused priest stated that he and were 'close in height'
and 'less that one year apart in age'.
The PFRA employed the services of a private investigator to search for the woman with the story
that she and-were sexually involved with each other. Vader had stated that the woman
had a close female friend whose brother was a
He provided the names of
the women as best he could recall. The investigator could find no trace of the woman or her
friend. The investigator reported that the name of the-brother did not match any name
in the current or past
roster. He also looked into

CONCLUSION: So far, other than Fr. Vader's statement about what someone else said to him,
there does not seem to be any evidence of any sexual abuse of minors of the part o~ So
far, the resemblance of and Vader or the other accused priest is questionable. The
recollections of the other accused priest do not skew with the details about - t h a t have
surfaced, and so it is hard to find much credibility in them.
All that remains is the photographic 'line up'.

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
PO. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Mministrato,@

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

August 8, 2003

, an investigator
A phone message was received on August 1, 2003 fro
whose services were obtained by PRA to locate individuals identified by Fr. Anthony
Vader in a past phone conversation [refer to memo dated July 8, 2003 in Fr. Vader's file].
As per Fr. Vader, a woman by the name o f - had confided in him sometime
Fr.
between 1952 and 1968 that she had "sexual relations" with Fr.
Vader and his attorney Patrick Reardon have suggested that the individuals who allege
I Fr. Vader
sexual misconduct a~Vader have mistaken him for Fr.
provided PRA w i t h . . _ name, along with that of a close childhood friend by the
Fr. Vader informed PRA that "we [he and Mr. Reardon]" had
name of
, who as
been attempting to locate the women t h r o u g h - brother
per Fr. Vader is a
Mr. - s message to PRA stated that through his investigations, there is "no such
person" by the name of
who is a
Further, Mr.
-determined that there is no c_ivilian by the name of
who · m loyed
by
Also as a result of his investigation, Mr.
determined that there is no former
by the name of
who is a
employee.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021399

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box ] 979
Chicago, Illinois 60690- J 979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

August 8, 2003

Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601

VIA FAX AND MAIL

Dear Mr. Reardon,
This letter is in regards to the investigation of the possibility that your client Fr. Anthony
Vader was wrongly identified by
as her alleged abuser when she was
a minor.
The findings of the investigation conducted by Fr. Daniel Smilanic, Promoter of Justice
[as well as the Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board] and myself is enclosed. Please
know that this matter will be on the Review Board's agenda scheduled for Saturday,
August 16, 2003.

Enclosures

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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Pat,
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Leah
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Jllinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

Rev. James Kaczorowsk4 Vicar for Priests

From:

Leah McCluskey, Profi:ssional Responsibility Administrato@:l

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

August 13, 2003

PRA received a phone message from
n August 8, 2003 regarding a
request to follow up with his report at the last Review Board meeting [July 19, 2003] that
Fr. Anthony Vader had been the celebrant at a mass.
As p e r - · he learned that Fr. Vader said a mass for his ill sister, for which.
~that Fr. Vacler must have received permission from the Vicar for
Priest's office.
PRA will follow up on the information provided b y - with Fr_ James
Kaczorowsk~ Fr. Vader's Vicar for Priests.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, August 16, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
MINUTES
Review Board Members Present:

Members absent:
None
Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA)
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Approval of Minutes - July 19, 2003

n.

AOC 021405

MINUTES
August 16, 2003

Page2

m.

Case Reviews

Initial Review
A.

AOC 021406

MINUfES
August 16, 2003
Page3

Second Stage Reviews
B. In the Matter of Anthony Vader [Withdrawn 2002) - PFR-137
The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of
The claim is as follows: Fr. Vader fondled
wider her clothes; Fr. Vader also instructed
expose herself to him.
In a wwrimous 7-0 vote [two Board members needed to leave the meeting], the Board
recommended to uphold their First and Second Stage Review recommendations that there
is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
The Board also
recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the possibility that Fr. Vader was
mistaken for another priest by
as her alleged abuser.
Further, the Board recommended that Fr. Vader's withdrawal ftom ministry continue and
that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and
procedures.
In the Matter of Anthony Vader [Withdrawn 2002]- PFR-137
The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation o f The claim is as follows: Fr. Vader fond.Jed
breasts.

In a unanimous 7-0 vote [two Board members needed to leave the meeting], the Board
recommended to uphold their First and Second Stage Review recommendations that there
is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
The Board also
recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the possibility that Fr. Vader was
mistaken for another priest by
as her alleged abuser. Further, the
Board recommended that Fr. Vader's withdrawal from ministry continue and that
restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and
procedures.

IV. Other Matters

AOC 021407

MINUfES
August 16, 2003
Page4

Next scheduled meeting 1' September 20, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski. Vicar for Priests
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Ulinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILI'IY REVIEW BOARD MEETING
Saturday, August 16, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

AGENDA
I.

Approval of Minutes - July 19, 2003

II.

ill.

Case Reviews

Second Stage Reviews:

B.

IV.

In the Matter of Anthony Vader
• Allegations made by

Other Matters

•

•

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, September 20, 2003

AOC 021409

PFR 137: VADER

FINAL REPORT:
Investigation of the response of Rev. Anthony Vader to an allegation.
In response to the allegation made against him, the accused has presented an explanation that he
has been mistaken for another priest. In other words, the accused has stated that the one making
the allegation has mistaken him for
'50 (deceased). The accused and
- w e r e assigned for a common period of time at Holy Cross parish (65th Street). Another
accused and were assigned for a common period of time at Infant Jesus of Prague
(Flossmoor). In response to this explanation, the Professional Fitness Review Administrator
(PFRA) and the Promoter of Justice (PJ) are conducting an investigation.
There are four anecdotal features that have surfaced. The first is that was known as a
'womanizer'. The second is a report, attributed to Vader, that a woman came forward with the
story that as an underage girl, she and
were sexually involved with each other,
apparently while he was assigned to Holy Cross parish. The third is that he was married months
after he left the priesthood. The fourth is that someone recently mistook the other accused priest
forThe first step was to examine the
file. There was nothing in the
file to
indicate that he was ever involved in any misconduct with minors, nor that he was ever sexually
involved with anyone.

The second step was to talk with those who had known him. This was done by the PFRA and
the PJ.

Page I of 4
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PFR 137: VADER

The PJ interviewed the Rev.
, who was ordained with
; he is a retired
priest of the Archdiocese. He recalled that at their 'class meetings', he and
and another
classmate always ended up talking in a comer: they did not want to participate in the gambling
married following his resignation
that characterized such gatherings. He recalled that
and that he was later divorced.

Fr. Duggan
either
stated that he never knew of, nor heard of, any sexual misconduct on the part of
with adults or underage individuals. He stated that he was surprised when he learned of
s resignation. When asked directly, he stated that there was no resemblance between
and Vader, or the other accused priest.
a resigned priest of the Archdiocese. - w a s ordained
The PJ interviewed
during the same era as
, and the
file contains references to him as a friend in
the Instructions For Burial.
stated that and were friends, and became quite
friendly during the period that both were moving out of the priesthood. He stated that he knew
of no sexual involvement with anyone, and no questionable involvement with kids, on
's
part. He stated that he knew of no bizarre or unusual behavior. He said that
's marriage
lasted about 5 to 7 ears.

He recalled that another close
friend would be
an ex-priest of the Archdiocese, if he is still alive: he was one of the
founders of the ACP and went on to work at Notre Dame University. When asked directly, he
stated that he had never thought of it before, but there might be a slight resemblance between
and
and Vader; he emphatically stated that there was no resemblance between the other accused priest.

The PFRA spoke with Msgr.
a retired~ the Archdiocese. He was assigned
with at Holy Cross. PFRA explained t h a t - ' s name had surfaced in connection
with the investigation of allegations of sexual misconduct with minors made against other
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priests. PFRA asked if he had any knowledge of issues with
concerning
minors. stated that he had never 'heard anything' regarding concerns with - s
behavior around or with minors. He recalled that
worked with adults,

The PFRA spoke to Fr.
('56), another retired priest of the Archdiocese who is now
living in California. In the 1970
and
were assigned together at Our Lady of
Grace. The PFRA asked him if he was aware of any questions or concerns regarding
s
interactions with minors and/or young females. He replies that he was extremely surprised with
the questions asked regarding- Further, he said that there was nothing he ever say that
would have him question
and his interactions with minors or with young females.
The P~e with Fr. Thomas Tivy, the Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese. From 1969 to
1970,.-was assigned to Our Lady of Grace. Fr. Tivy grew up in Our Lady of Grace and
was the pastor of the parish for a number of years, although neither of those periods of time were
at the same time a s - s assignment there. PFRA asked Fr. Tivy if he had any knowledge
of issues with
concerning minors. Tivy stated that he never heard of any issues
with minors.
concerning the behavior of
The PFRA spoke with the other accused priest about - s reputation; it has been suggested
that one who has brought an allegation against him mistook him f o r - · He and had both been assigned to Infant Jesus of Prague, although apparently not simultaneous with the
time when the alleged abuse took place. This priest stated that
was involved in all sorts
of 'partying'. When asked to develop that statement, he expanded his recollections by observing
was 'partying' with nuns at their parish and not at Infant Jesus of Prague. This priest
felt that left because he wanted to marry, and he married an ex-nun. This priest also
stated that
traveled on weekends to Indiana University for courses in Ethics. This
priest asserted that on one occasion
accompanied 'Miss Mexico' from Mexico to
Indiana University. The other accused priest stated that he and - w e r e 'close in height'
and 'less that one year apart in age'.
The PFRA employed the services of a private investigator to search for the woman with the story
that she and
were sexually involved with each other. Vader had stated that the woman
had a close female friend whose brother was a
. He provided the names of
the women as best he could recall. The investigator could find no trace of the woman or her
friend. The investigator reported that the name of t h e - brother did not match any name
in the current or past
roster. He also looked into past .~...........,
an e
could not find a match.
Fr.

was not contacted because of his age.
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Pursuant to the 'photographic line-up', when the question of a mistaken identity was presented to
the ones bringing the allegation, they were incredulous. They reminded the PFRA that they had
confronted Vader ten years earlier about the abuse, and they knew very well what his physical
appearance is.
A redacted copy of the Interim report was given to Vader's civil attorney; the names of the
priests who were interviewed were removed so that their privacy would be respected. If his
attorney is able to present new information, the Professional Responsibility Review Board could
decide to conduct a Supplementary Review.

CONCLUSION:
Other than Fr. Vader's statement about what someone else said to him, there does not seem to be
any evidence of any sexual abuse of minors of the part o f - · So far, the resemblance of
and Vader or the other accused priest is questionable. The recollections of the other
accused priest do not skew with the details about
I that have surfaced, and so it is hard to
find much credibility in them.

~-~ii

August 16, 2003
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM
To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting

Re:

Anthony Vader

Date:

August 16, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on August
16, 2003:
The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the alle ation o f The claim is as follows: Fr. Vader fondled
under her clothes; Fr. Vader also instructed
In a unanimous 7-0 vote [two Board members needed to leave the meeting], the Board recommended
to uphold their First and Second Stage Review recommendations that there is reasonable cause to
suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. The Board also recommended that there is no evidence
~the possibility that Fr. Vader was mistaken for another priest by
- a s her alleged abuser. Further, the Board recommended that Fr. Vader's withdrawal from
ministry continue and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan
policies and procedures.

AOC 021414

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Responsibility Review Board
676 North St. Clair- Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION

~4;
Ile1 2003
~e: monthlday/}'ear)

to conduct a

D First Stage Review (.econd Stage Review D Supplementary Review

D Status Report

The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on

\,(J

(check one:J

regarding the allegation of _ __
Jrrter name of alleged victim)

against

'fJ

'"'"' ""''!

8J()i1,1AJt11y

VtztoLe<V

(enter name of accused priest or deacon)

priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

0 an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ____________
(enter name of [Arch]diocese)

D a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

0 a resigned priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of diocese or religious community)

0 a deceased priest or deacon o f - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (enter name of diocese or religious community)

"\

which claims as follows:
.

V\!vVVlN v

fO

~~1~~~~~'~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--
<enter brief de cription of the alleg~dj7!isconduct or inappropriate behavior)

.,e)(~sC

/l\e11S-01t-'

frJ

hi,J!'l-,_,,

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one:)

mere is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
Othere is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
D there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one:)

~he priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM

To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting

Re:

Anthony Vader

Date:

August 16, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on August
16, 2003:
The Review Board conducted a Second Stage Review regarding the allegation of
The claim is as follows: Fr. Vader fondled
breasts.

In a unanimous 7-0 vote [two Board members needed to leave the meeting], the Board recommended
to uphold their First and Second Stage Review recommendations that there is reasonable cause to
suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
The Board also recommended that there is no
evidence to uphold the possibility that Fr. Vader was mistaken for another priest by
as her alleged abuser. Further, the Board recommended that Fr. Vader's withdrawal from ministry
continue and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and
procedures.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Responsibility Review Board
676 North St. Clair- Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on

to conduct a

f"'""""'' O First Stage Review ~econd Stage Review

0 Supplementary Review

0 Status Report

regarding the allegation of _ _ __

(enter name of ace sed priest or deacon)

~priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

(check one:)

0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago

b-an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ____________
(enter name of {Arch]diocese)

0 a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

0 a resigned priest or deacon of _ _ _ _ _- : - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - (enter name of diocese or religious community)

0 a deceased priest or deacon of _________________
(enter name of diocese or religious community)

which claims as follows: -

foV\dJt-ccJl

---''--'-~..:....-=___.;;:'-'--->=..,--

(enter brief description of the

·s

b'(01&1s

misconduct or inappropriate behavior)

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one)

0 there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one.)

0 the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.

l - 0 IJVtt? tw Id_ J s~1 '2vi.c{ ~ ~<
·12.ev ~v V,u,v 111J !1/Vc/v1c&y-h ol/l<?, ~ vw --eN1ok11 k to ·
T8e Board further recommends:

.J
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

August 18, 2003
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16,
2003 and was presented additional information regarding
- ·s allegation of sexual misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article
1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Board recommended to uphold their First and Second Stage Review
recommendations that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct
occurred. Further, the Board recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the
possibility that
did not correctly identify Anthony Vader
as her alleged abuser.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 312 751-5205.

~~·

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administ

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

August 18, 2003
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16,
2003 and was presented additional information regarding
allegation
of sexual misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Board recommended to uphold their First and Second Stage Review
recommendations that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct
occurred. Further, the Board recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the
possibility that
did not correctly identify Anthony Vader as her alleged
abuser.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 312 751-5205.

~~

L
McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Adminis

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021419

Metropolitan Tribunal
Archdiocese of Chicago
I

Memo
To:

Bishop Raymond Goedert

From:

Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic ./

Date:

August 20, 2003

Re:

Final Report: Investigation of the response of Fr. Vader to an allegation.

~

Attached please find the final version of the report.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

August 26, 2003

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
As the Auditor whom you appointed in accord with Canon 1717 to conduct a Preliminary
Investigation into the allegations of sexual abuse of minors that have been made against
the Rev. Anthony Vader, a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, I would like to inform
you that the investigation has been completed.
As required by Canon 1718, a sufficient amount of material is now present for you to
make a determination. I have examined the files of the investigations of the allegations
of sexual misconduct with minors by Fr. Vader, and I have found them to be complete.
There is at least one allegation that was submitted to the Archdiocesan Professional
Fitness Review Board in which the Board recommended to you that there is reasonable
cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct did occur. Given the material gathered as
the Board's instruction of the case, it is now necessary for you to determine if the
elements meet the required standard of proof. The Board reported their finding to you
after having discussed the evidence and the arguments in two formal sessions. As part of
the procedure followed by the Board, Fr. Vader was read the allegations made against
him and provided a response. With reference to his involvement in the instruction of the
case, Fr. Vader had the advice of legal counsel.
I now submit this matter to your Eminence for a determination. It is my recommendation
that the allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor against the Rev. Anthony Vader has
the semblance of truth (notitiam saltem verisimilem) as required by Canon 1717 and
Article 13 of the Procedural Norms de graviori bus de lici tis, and consequently the case
should be sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
There is at least one allegation of sexual misconduct against Fr. Vader. The Professional
Fitness Review Board has been presented all allegations against Fr.Vader, and has
reported to you the finding that the allegations provide reasonable cause to suspect that
the alleged incidents of misconduct did occur. It is my recommendation that the

AOC 021421

aforementioned allegations have the semblance of truth (notitiam saltem verisimilem) as
required by Canon Law. As a result, there is no additional information that needs to be
gathered at this time regarding the allegations made against Fr. Vader.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312 751-5205.

s~·nce
ely,

I ll

·~ ~bf~ icW!\'.J(0e;-,/J

Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Adminis rater

.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

29 August, 2003

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Professional Fitness Review Board
676 North St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Ms. McCluskey:
I received the report from your investigation of the matter of sexual misconduct with a
minor on the part of Reverend Anthony Vader.
I accept your findings and have determined that there is a semblance of truth to the
allegation that Father Vader engaged in acts of sexual misconduct with a minor.
Therefore, by means of this letter, I am bringing the Preliminary Investigation of this
matter to a close. Based upon the information you have provided, I have concluded that this case
must be referred to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in accordance with Part II,
Article 13 the motu proprio Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela.
Thank you for your diligent work, Ms. McCluskey. I appreciate the professional way in
which you have handled these matters.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Q. _

~~Ln../~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

cc:

Revs. Kaczorowski, Lagges, and Smilanic, Mr. Jimmy Lago, Mr. John C. O'Malley
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

/1

To:

File

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility AdministratoCJ

Re:
Date:

-

September 2, 2003

PRA received a phone message from
on August 28, 2003, stating that
Dr. Michael Bland had referred him to PRA. PRA attempted to reach Mr. . . on
~· 2003 and left a message at the phone number provided by Mr. - · requesting a return call.
.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility
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Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrat.eJ

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

September 3, 2003

·

PRA and Fr. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests met with Fr. Anthony Vader at the
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House on July 29, 2003 regarding monitoring protocols.
It was explained to Fr. Vader that adjustments would be made to the TravelNacation

Agreement form as well as the Daily Log form for clarification purposes. Adjusted
forms will be provided to Fr. Vader and to his canonical advocate Sr. Francine Quillin.
PRA also provided Fr. Vader with a copy of 1100 Sexual Abuse ofMinors: Policies for
Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures for Determination of
Fitness/or Ministry, which was promulgated on July 15, 2003. Fr. Vader was informed
that a copy of the newly promulgated policies and procedures would be mailed to Sr.
Francine as well.
Fr. Vader informed PRA and Fr. Kaczorowski that Sr. Francine wrote comments on his
behalf in response to the monitoring protocols, which PRA would receive by July 29,
2003. He stated that Sr. Francine is against the protocols and her reasons will be
provided to PRA.
When asked ifhe had any specific concerns and/or comments regarding the Monitoring
Protocols, Fr. Vader did have some feedback. Fr. Vader shared his concerns with the
Daily Log forms, stating that they are unclear and spoke of their need to be amended.
PRA informed Fr. Vader that amendments were to be made to all of the monitoring forms
and that amended forms would be forwarded to him and Sr. Francine.
Fr. Vader verbally agreed to adhere to the amended monitoring protocols.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

Revision

Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
/rimmy Lago, Chancellor
·
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O'Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests

TO:

.~Ard

FROM:

·p1
. . . A.
a onuno,
m1mstrahve
ss1stant
Laura NenOffice of Professional Responsibility

DATE:

September 4, 2003

RE:
[PFR-137] Vader, Anthony

female

The Office ofAssistance Ministry has informed this office that the Unidentified Priest
in the above mentioned allegation received on 8128103 has now been identified as Fr. Anthony
Vader.
We have opened a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Review
Administrator will begin the Review Process by attempting to arrange an interview with_
female. Please advise this office of any information you may have in your files regarding
Unidentifie~ female.
It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days ofreceipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachment
cc:

Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Rev. James Kaczorowsk~ Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O'Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
!,.~ p
Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

DATE:

September 4, 2003

RE:

[PFR-97)

Unidentified~

female

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 8/28/03. We are
opening a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Review Administrator will
begin the Review Process by attempting to arrange an interview with -female. Please
advise this office of any information you may have in your files regarding Unidentifie~
female.
It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachment
cc:

Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
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Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

f7))

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator

tJ

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

September 5, 2003

PRA spoke with Fr. Anthony Vader's intended travel companion [another priest who is
under monitoring protocols], after speaking with Fr. James Kaczorowsk~ Vicar for
Priests regarding Fr. Vader's intended travel to Yellowstone National Park from
September 7-September 9, 2003. PRA informed Fr. Vader's intended travel companion

that a third individual would need to accompany them on the trip to Yellowstone to act as
their monitor. PRA specifically stated to Fr. Vader's intended travel companion that they
may not act as each other's monitor due to the fact that both men have verbally agreed to
monitoring protocols.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021428

TRAVEL I VACATION AGREEMENT
Permission to go on vacation to Yellowstone National Park from September 7 to September 19, 2003,
this year has been granted to Fr. John Keehan provided the following conditions will be met by him and
Fr. Anthony Vader.
I. The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at all his activities, Client in not allowed to
be by himself.
2. No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present.
3. (not applicable)
4. If any of the above are violated both the client and the companion will be held accountable .

Date:
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

September 5, 2003

PRA received a return phone call from Fr. Anthony Vader today regarding his
Travel/Vacation Agreement received by this office on September 3, 2003.
PRA expressed appreciation for forwarding the information regarding his upcoming trip

to Yellowstone National Park [September 7-September 19, 2003]. However, when PRA
asked Fr. Vader who would be acting as his monitor while on the trip, Fr. Vader stated
that he would be traveling with another priest [who is also under monitoring] and no one
else. PRA informed Fr. Vader that he and the other priest whom he plans to travel with
would need to have an adult with them to act as their monitor either while they are
traveling or when they reach their destination.
Fr. Vader informed PRA that he would speak with the other priest who he has planned
the trip with and will call again.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021430

Offi~ Profe~i~l
of

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
""pon•ibility

,

'

,

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

September 5, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16,
2003 and was presented additional information regarding your allegation of sexual
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article 1104. l 0 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
The Board recommended to uphold their First and Second Stage Review
recommendations that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct
occurred. Further, the Board recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the
possibility that you mistakenly identified Anthony Vader as your alleged abuser.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at
[312] 751-8267.

~ly,

-;w_aHl/1dt<10blia1f~cClusK.ey
Professional Responsibility Administ

CC:

AOC 021431
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

September 5, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601

Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16,
2003 and was presented additional information regarding
- s allegation of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article .1104.10 of
the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
The Board recommended to uphold their First and Second Stage Review
recommendations that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct
occurred. Further, the Board recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the
possibility that
mistakenly identified you as her alleged
abuser.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that
Rev. James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at the
Vicar for Priests office at [312] 642-1837.

. .

~aa(_/

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administrat

CC:

Rev. Anthony Vader
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kacozorwski, Vicar for Priests
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL, Canonical Advocate
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

September 5, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Patrick Reardon
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16,
2003 and was presented additional information regarding
allegation
of sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for
·
Continuation of Ministry.
The Board recommended to uphold their First and Second Stage Review
recommendations that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct
occurred. Further, the Board recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the
possibility that
mistakenly identified you as her alleged abuser.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that
Rev. James Kaczorowski continues to be available to you. He may be reached at the
Vicar for Priests office at [312] 642-1837.
Sinc.ziely,

·

~(;{/fl( ®1o(i ,
Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administrat r

CC:

Rev. Anthony Vader
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL

AOC 021433

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Profossional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

September 5, 2003

Dear
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on August 16,
2003 and was presented additional information regarding your allegation of sexual
misconduct against Anthony Vader pursuant to Article 1104.10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
The Board recommended to uphold their First and Second Stage Review
recommendations that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct
occurred. Further, the Board recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the
possibility that you mistakenly identified Anthony Vader as your alleged abuser.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205 or via e-mail [lmccluskey@archchicago.org]. Also, please know that the
Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be available to you. They may be reached at
[312] 751-8267.
Sincerely,
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~McCluskey
Professional Responsibility A.dmlinilstta

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

AOC 021434

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

September 13, 2003
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of August 20, 2003 in
response to your letter of August 18, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a
retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who is no longer exercising public ministr and the
~ of sexual misconduct that were made against him by
~ I understand that another review of Father Vader's case was conducted at my request
to see if there was the possibility of mistaken identity as had been claimed. This further review
was conducted by the Review Board on August 16, 2003.
I accept the Review Board's recommendation that there is no evidence which suggests
that
was mistaken in her identification of Father Vader as the priest she alleges
sexually abused her.
I wish to thank you for investigating this matter further, and the members of the Review
Board for their serious deliberations concerning my request.
Sincerepours in Christ,

~~

[..J__L

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

AOC 021435

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

September 13, 2003
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of August 20, 2003 in
response to your letter of August 18, 2003, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a
minis
and the
retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who is no longer exercisinM!iii!iblic
allegations of sexual misconduct that were made against him by
I
understand that another review of Father Vader's case was conducte at my request to see if
there was the possibility of mistaken identity as had been claimed. This further review was
conducted by the Review Board on August 16, 2003.
~eview

that~ was

Board's recommendation that there is no evidence which suggests
mistaken in her identification of Father Vader as the priest she alleges

sexually abused her.
I wish to thank you for investigating this matter further, and the members of the Review
Board for their serious deliberations concerning my request.

Sffii:=~·~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

«'?J·

fJ~ A~at+\

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

n~
Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
_
~ ~ ~ .. "
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services· ~~ ~ -~
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
~
\ -~ .
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

AOC 021436

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces a memorandum to file from Leah McCluskey, Administrator for the
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Responsibility, dated September 16, 2003,
summarizing a meeting with Victim KE's attorney to inform him of the process of fonnalizing
Victim KE's allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Anthony Vader. According to the summary,
Victim KE's attorney alleged that Victim KE was abused by Fr. Vader at Holy Cross parish in
the early 1960s, when Victim KE was approximately 10-11 years old, and that a classmate of
Victim KE was also abused. Additionally, Victim KE's attorney requested that Fr. Vader be told
not to contact Victim KE's elderly father.

AOC 021437

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

eePv

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

September 17, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Rev. Anthony Vader
P.O.Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
Dear Fr. Vader,
Enclosed you will find documentation regarding the monitoring protocols.
The monitoring protocols have been changed somewhat. This was done principally in
order to put into a standard written form, arrangements that had been made orally and/or
on an individual basis. It was felt that by committing as much as possible to a written
form, misunderstandings could be reduced and communication would be facilitated.
These changes reflect the feedback provided by all those involved in the monitoring
program, including those who are subject to it. The enclosed forms contain the
adjustments made to the monitoring forms that were provided to you in July of2003. All
those involved in monitoring will be receiving a copy of the new forms.
All of the information enclosed as well as a copy of this letter and a copy of the policies
and procedures, 1100 Sexual Abuse of Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention,
Assistance to Victims and Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry
promulgated on July 15, 2003 has been forwarded to your canonical advocate, Sr.
Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL.
As you agreed orally to comply with the earlier form of the monitoring protocols, I ask
that you indicate to me your oral agreement to these.
In designing a form that addresses so many different, complex situations, one or another
points may be unclear. If you have any question or concerns, please contact me at [312]
751-5205.

1~1it@&to~~~
s!;!J)d/
Le~~~~2ley

Professional Responsibility Admin stra r
Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Kenneth R. Kaucheck, J.C.D., Canonical Advocate

Enclosures

AOC 021438

The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of protecting minors and the
integrity of the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon with
regard to the possibility of subsequent allegations. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office of
Professional Responsibility, he will be subject to appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under
the authority of the Vicar for Priests and supervised by the Professional Responsibility Administrator
(PRA); please refer to protocol number 15.
This ISP for
1.

A10±it~ViY

·VCl{UJV'

is as follows (PRA to initial all that apply):

£'}). estricted from being alone with minors (anyone under the age of 18) without the presence

~her responsible adult.

2.

3.

4.

5.

~_,he

"Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the monitor. The
s a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the priest/deacon, the monitor and the
Archdiocese. Although it lists all time periods, it is to intended to provide an accurate record of
the day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-campus activity, please include
the place, the general purpose of the visit/trip/activity (e.g. Spiritual Direction, therapy), and the
telephone number only if it is a private residence. (For example, it is enough to indicate that you
did personal shopping rather than the name, location and telephone number of each individual
store.) If your self-description is challenged, some documentation/verification may be requested.
The monitor will return the log forms at the end of each month to PRA.

&bide by the restriction of residence to

{MJAMVJ 9-ft fut/\ fcJr~
lfm'1~

AOC 021439

6.

. {1, ·o inappropriate use of co~Puters,. software, Internet capabilities, communications tools or
~ogy.
Ch·

ust complete and submit the "Travel/Vacation Agreement" to PRA prior to a scheduled
re.

7.

8.

The standards articulated m the Pobc1es and Procedures of the Archdiocese oj
o and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees will apply.

-~ Attendance

at a recommended support group
(please
indicate specific support group). Recommended frequency of _ _ times per week/month (please
circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log"
forms.

d

No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other

9.

~mentor Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests.

l 0.

~~eacon who has canonical

11.
12.

£)\efrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a
faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the
'clerical shirt').
The right of defense must not involve the public life of the Church.

_.____,,- n-site visits by PRA annually to include meeting with PRA and the cleric.

13.

On-site visits by Vicar for Priests (VP) annually to include a meeting with VP and the cleric.

14.

This ISP is to be reviewed annually with PRA, VP, and the cleric.

15.

Because the private celebration of the Eucharist is possible, during the course of each week one of
the Masses celebrated is to be for the intention of the priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

16.

Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve consultation with the cleric, his monitor,
the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PRA, or the VP can initiate the discussion for
change or alteration, and at the discretion of any of the parties, his legal and/or canonical counsel
may be involved.

I have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols.

ill be ke11t on file in the Office of Professional Responsibility and on file in the Office of the
Vicar for Priests.

AOC 021440

1-loly Narne of Mary Church
11159 SOUTH LOOMIS STREET• CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 •

EA CODE 312 • 238-6800

19 September
His Eminence Francis CardinalGeorge, O.M.I.
Archdiocesan Pastoral Center
Chicago, IL
60690
Your Eminence:
During this past week Father James Kaczorowski called me about two issues which
he said you had asked him. I would like to go further into an explanaticrn on these
issues.
First of all, it was reported to you that I had molested a lady (who
teen-ager) and the name was • • • • • • •
I DENY the accusation.
family was in my first parish (Holy Cross on 65th Street) and I knew
'family'.
Th~y ·had i(beautiful home onand.:I-'visited·
- .
' .- - t
.
;:: ,
'tr ' l.
. . •.
.
., .
.
l ::. :·. ·-- , ·1 \_ c;r: .• · :. O·.
annual
·censuscalls.
We
were
...
all.
friends
•.
:.:
\. ·•
)•.:~ .··
·~-;··~·..:,
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JJ . . . . . . . .
') ~ •.
'''•.
~
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.• r,,

was then a
The •
the
there on my

A

·} • r

] 1· ;
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. ·~·

I left· the· girl .;fter prayer and :drd not hear from the
until
the
mother
died and I was asked to come to her funeral. I
family again
but
theprincipal
celebrant was another priest whC'J has since left the
obliged them
ministry.
T have not
seen nor heard from the family since. My first news about them was the telephone
call from Father Kaczorowski.
I presume that the young lady (now a mi<ldlll~e·a~g·e·d·l~a·d~y')"-1~·s·s·t~i~l~l:::::::::
While visiting her she told me of I
I presume that she allowed these thoughts to affect her
and she associated them with me.
The second charge was that I had celebrated public Mass. I do not know if this
means at Sacred Heart Mission or Holy Name of Mary Church. However, I did not
celebrate pubic Mass at either Church. At Sacred Heart Joe Kinane celebrates
the 4:00 P.M. Mass on Saturday, and Father John Kret, O.S.A. ~-celebrant at the
8:30 A.M. and '10:30 A.M. Mass. After everyone has left the Church, then I would
celebrate my private Mass. The only exception: was when. a -long_.:time·inember of·
Sacred· Heart. told !Ile .sl:J.e. had. sought h_e~= br_()fher.. ·f~.r yeai::s',,a:nd. had:· Just 1 learned
thiit 'fl~:. died~ :ten y_ear.s,: agq .• ,.. ;·,'s'h.e ~~~_ted. toe.have· a Mas~~·~o~•te.rmtriate. th'e' rel a'tionship
betwe'en· then{~a.~d hav't ptayh·;.
hi's -so'ul.~: :~xh-is:1Massc•wa·~~-he~1acon1: a':sa.'t'ur'd'a'y T:'
~- ......... ,r.: ' • ~ •• .- ' . ( ; ' •' '• . . . -~ {.. .•
- - . . .: •
__,,
morning'and about forty people were there. It was a private Mass for we had no
music or other signs of a public.Mass. This is the ()nly ceremony that could be
f,
• '
' ..
' .
·
'- ·
.
·
·
~
considered as ·a· pubic Mass._ I celebrated the-Mass for the:consolation of ·this
1
woman who now k~ew th~t she would not see her brother again.
1

for

r1 ·tr••

i

(

-

· 1• ·

AOC 021441

1-loly l\larne of Mary Church
11159 SOUTH LOOMIS STREET • CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60643 • AREA CODE 312 • 238-6800

If there are other charges, then I would like to be appraised of them. As you can
tell from this letter, I ampresuming what happened.j3&ar Father Kaczorowski did
not have complete information.
I hope that this settles that issue. If not, then please let me know and I will
try to give a furt:her explanation. It might be better if someone with more
information called.
I know that this is hard for you, for you have been so considerate of me.
you have more questions, then please have someone c"ntact me.

If

AOC 021442

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Review Board Minutes

Re:

Anthony Vader (Withdrawn/Retired)

Date:

September 20, 2003

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A Summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on
September 20, 2003:

•
•

PRA informed Review Board of two new allegations made against Fr. Vader
PRA informed Board of Fr. Kaczorowski's discovery of Fr. Vader celebrating masses [which
Fr. Vader denies] and that Fr. Vader admitted to celebrating a funeral

AOC 021443

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, September 20, 2003- 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
MINJJTES

Non-members present:
~ .~
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [P~
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

.

Approval of Minutes - August 16, 2003
-

•
II.

Monitoring Protocols

•
•
•

The Board expressed their concerns with the validity of the Individual Specific
Protocol [ISP] forms when they are verbally agreed to and not signed
In regards to the ISP, a suggestion that a line be added on the ISP, "A signature on
this form does not indicate guilt. It indicates the agreement to comply with
protocols." --or something similar
• Board then recommended that all men be presented with ISPs again with
aforementioned "disclaimer"
• Also suggested men be notified of possible financial consequences that may result
in not signing/complying with ISP

AOC 021444

MINlITES
September 20, 2003
Page2

•

The Board suggested the need for consequences for those men who are under the ISP
and are not adhering to all requests [ie. refuse to sign ISP or refusal to complete the
Daily Log forms
• Suggested consequences
• Reduction in monthly salary
• Archdiocese would not pay for car insurance

•

The Board expressed their concerns with the performance of Fr. Anthony Talarico as
the monitor at Mundelein
The Board expressed their great concern with the monitoring at Mundelein
• Suggested that Pat O'Malley monitor
• Suggested that Ted Jakubowski monitor

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Board suggested to PRA that all monitoring information be brought to their
attention for review on a quarterly basis
Violations of monitoring protocols need to be brought to the Board as an agenda item
Board is interested in information as to how Vicar for Priests initiate monitoring
Board recommended that monitors be "trained" prior to providing monitoring of those
removed from ministry [i.e. a checklist provided to monitors of things to be aware of]
Board recommended that monitors have specific qualifications
Board recommended that monitors participate in Safe EnvironmentNirtus training
[as per Jan Slattel)', training sessions are scheduled for November 13, 14, and
15•b1

ill.

Review of August 16, 2003 Board Meeting recommendations

IV.

Informal update on matters in Office of Professional Responsibility

•

AOC 021445

MJNUTES
September 20, 2003

Page3

•

•

JV.

Fr. Anthony Vader
• PRA informed Review Board of two new allegations made against Fr. Vader
• PRA informed Board of Fr. Kaczorowski's discovery of Fr. Vader celebrating
masses [which Fr. Vader denies] and that Fr. Vader admitted to celebrating a
funeral

Case Reviews
A.

B.

AOC 021446

MINUTES
Septembec 20, 2003

Page4

c.

Review for Cause

D.

Second Stage Review
D.

F.

Next scheduled meeting is October 18, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021447
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Legal Services

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

John C. O'Malley
Director

Tel: (312) 751-5379
Fax: (312) 751-5252
e-mail: jomalley@archdiocese-chgo.org

September 29, 2003
PERSONAL AND CQNFIDENIIAL

\

Mr. Michael J. Howlett, Jr.
Counsel to the State's Attorney
Richard J. Daley Center
69 West Washington Street, 32nd Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60602
RE:

Date of Birth: 1950 (approximately)
Date of alleged abuse: 1960 or 1961
Dear Mr. Howlett:
Please be advised that the Archdiocese of Chicago has received an allegation from
that his sister was the victim of alleged sexual abuse by Rev. Anthony Vader,
an archdiocesan priest. Fr. Vader was assigned to Holy Cross-Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish in 1960 or 1961 when the alleged abuse occurred and the victim, • • •
was 10 or 11 years of age. The parish is located in Cook County, Illinois.
If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help,
please let me know.

Very truly yours,

/h .. {;'

~~6'Malley
Director of Legal Services
JCOM:sm
cc:

RECElVED

Mr. Jam.es A. Serritella
Ms. Shauna Bo liker
Ms. Leah Mc Cluskey

OC1 0 l 7003
f>.RCHOIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE. OF PROFESSIONi>.L RESPONSIBILITY

SC:03SC092\Notification to Cook State's Attorney Office

..._·

'

AOC 021448

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Metropolitan Tribunal
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D
Phone: (312) 751-8384
e-mail: plagges@archchicago.org

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Fax: (312) 751-8314

MEMORANDUM

RECEIVED
TO:

Bishop Conway
Father Smilanic
Father Kaczorowski
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi
Mr. Jimmy Lago
Mr. John O'Malley

FROM:
RE:
DATE:

Father Lagges Ulft.V
Referral of case to Rome
3 October, 2003

OCT 0 6 ?nm

This is to infom1 you that on 2 October, 2003 Cardinal George has forwarded the case of
Reverend Anthony Vader to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, asking for
permission to conduct a penal trial in the Archdiocese of Chicago.
It is impossible to estimate when we will receive a response from the Holy See. Given the large
number of cases that are being sent there from the United States, it will probably be at least
several months before we hear anything.

If a penal trial is permitted, all the material in the case will be handed over the Promoter of
Justice (Rev. William H. Woestman, O.M.I.), who will then petition the tribunal to hear the case.
The judges assigned to the tribunal will be from outside the Archdiocese of Chicago. They will
follow the normal judicial process specified in Book VII of the Code of Canon Law. (These are
the same processes that are followed in marriage nullity cases.)
The two questions before the court will be: ( l) Has the priest committed an act of sexual
misconduct with a minor? (2) If so, in accordance with the Dallas Charter and Norms, shall he
be dismissed from the clerical state?
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me.
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ARCHDKXESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

~

....

••

...

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administratorg

Re:

Vader, Anthony

Date:

October 28, 2003

PRA received a copy of the attached September 19, 2003 letter from Rev. James
Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests written by Rev. Anthony Vader to the attention of
Cardinal George .
In regards to Fr. Vader's concern regarding
to date
has yet to
formalize her allegation with the Office of Professional Responsibility. Therefore he has
not been presented with a formal allegation by PRA and nor has he been asked for a
formal response. During a meeting that took place between
,•
and acting attorney, and PRA on September 12, 2003 [see memo dated
Se tember 16, 2003] he requested that Fr. Vader have no contact with the -Family,
As per
and Fr. Vader had been
friends in the past. As a result of
recent disclosure of the alleged abuse by Fr.
Vader to the family, specifically requested that Fr. Vader be instructed to
have no contact with
PRA then contacted Fr. Kaczorowski after the
~2, 2003 meeting and it was agreed that he would contact Fr. Vader to express
~wishes.
·
In regards to Fr. Vader's statement that he did not celebrate a public mass, the fact
remains that a memorial mass is considered to be a public mass. Due to the fact that Fr.
Vader's faculties have been restricted as a result of his removal from ministry, he is
unable to perform/celebrate a public ministry. Therefore, Fr. Vader did violate his
monitoring protocols by celebrating the memorial mass he references in his September
19, 2003 letter to Cardinal George.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR l=OR PRl!;;STS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

MEMORANDUM
To:

Francis Cardinal George, OMI

From:

Father Jim Kaczorowski

Date:

October 31, 2003

Re:

Father Anthony Vader

·,J-ytl-

I am responding to Father Vader's communication to you dated September 19, 2003
regarding
. According to Leah McCluskey,
has yet to formalize
her allegation with the Office of Professional Responsibility. Because of that, Father
Vader has not been presented with a formal allegation by Leah McCluskey nor has he
been asked for a ~uring a meeting that took place between.
: _ _ . . . . a n d acting attorney, and Leah McCluskey on
September 12, 2003,
requested that Father Vader have no contact with the
-Family,
According to
and
Father Vader had been friends in the past. Because of
recent disclosure of the
specificall requested that
alleged abuse by Father Vader to the family,
Father Vader be instructed to have no contact with
After the
September 12, 2003 meeting, Leah McCluskey informed me about the interaction ofm
d herself and it was agreed that I would contact Father Vader to express
wishes.

••I

With respect to Father Vader's statement that he did not celebrate a public Mass, the fact
remains that a memorial Mass is still considered a public service. Due to the fact that
Father Vader's faculties have been restricted as a result of his removal from ministry, he
is unable to perform or celebrate a public ministry. Consequently, Father Vader did
violate his monitoring protocols by celebrating the memorial Mass to which he referred
in his letter to you.
I trust the above account clarifies for you the situation regarding Father Vader. Should
you have further questions, please feel free to contact me. God bless you in all you do.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

November 14, 2003
Rev. Anthony Vader
P.O. Box 455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
Dear Fr. Vader,
I appreciate the notification of your upcoming trip to the Western Caribbean. However, I
have enclosed a copy of the newly revised TravelN acation Agreement form that has
been provided to all. I ask you complete the enclosed form in its entirety and return to
me prior to your departure.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

AOC 021452

Permissio~ .to.go on vacation to_Jlll.w.c:.e..::i.s..1..t.c:eJ..r~n"--Lc.ciau.r_.;......h.....hLCe:;. o:;....a n..__ from/to

November 3 a to De

(Destination)

(Dates)

1

provili>&ft11W1fO\foJitig ~8J>crltions

this year has been granted to
(Client name)

willbemetbyhimand~-~c~f~~~~c~c~o~~~p~~~n~i~n~g~l~~~·~~t~---------------~
(Companion/s)

(See attached correspondence)
1.

The designated companion agrees to accompany the client at all his activities. Client is not allowed
to be by himself.

2.

No contacts with minors are allowed unless companion is present.

3.

Client is required to call in _ _ _ _ _....,.,,...-~------' to keep a daily log: proofs/
(Frequency)

tickets, receipts, etc., regarding resident's activities are to be submitted to PFR Administrator for
verification.
4: ..

If any of the ·above-conditions are violated both the client and the travel companion(s) will be
held accountabl~ by_!}le.Arc~diosese of Chicago._

5.

The date of return to the residence has been set f o r - - - - - - - - - - - , however due
to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date can be changed. Approval from the
PFR Administrator must be granted for any changes in this statement.

Signature(s):

£'-~
RECEIVED

Date:

9 2 Nov werubeI ~,

2993

NOV 1 4 ?003
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

A copy of this agreement will be kept on file at Professional Fitness Review B'oard Administrator's
Office and the Vicar for Priests' Office.
Revised 6/6/03
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7 Day Exotic Western Caribbean itinerary
For depar1ures starling May 4, 2003

DAY
Sun.
Man.
Tues.

PORT
Tampa
"Fun Day" at Sea
Grand CoymGr.
Wed. Casto Mayo
Thurs. Cozumel
Fri. Belize
Sot. "fun Oaf at Seo
Sun. Tampa

ARRIVE

DEPART
4:00 P.M.

7:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
7:00 A.M.
7:30A.M.

3:00 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
4:30 P.M.

8:00A.M.

SOUTHWEST AIRLINESe
TICKETLESS TRAVEL SM
NontransfQrrabl4ii1. Positiv4iil ld4iilntification R4iilquir4iild
BRING A COPY OF THIS ITINERARY TO THE AIRPORT FOR FLIGHT CHECKIN

Receipt and Itinerary as of 09/21/03 11:52PM
-r+.:.----·-

vu:::>::>: z~ ·

~wA

i-tsuU-'l:.:.i~-8-18Z-> 17087999772

Ticketless Travel
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SOUTHWEST AIRLINESe
TiCKETLESS TRAVEL SM
Nontransf4iilrrabl4iil. Positiv4iil ld4iilntification R4iilquir4iild
BRING A COPY OF THIS ITINERARY TO THE AIRPORT FOR FLIGHT CHECKIN

Receipt and Itinerary as of 09/21/03 11:52PM
Confirmation Number:
8DQYW5
Confirmation Date: 09/21/03
Passen er(s):
526-2 767434107-1
52 6-2 76 7434108-2
526-2767434109-3
526-2767434110-4
VADER/ANTHONY 526-2767434111-5
526-2 76 7434112-6
Itinerary:

Received: MILA
Rapid Rewards Member Number:

Flt#

Date

CHICAGO-MIDWAY/TAMPA INTL

1492 H

TAMPA INTL/CHICAGO-MIDWAY

2046 M

Depart

Arrive

30NOV03

07:15AM

10:45AM

07DEC03

12:25PM

01:55PM

-------

-------

v
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/14/2003

1""""'
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AGENDA
#9th - Twentieth Board
November 14, 2003
Priests' Placement Board

Meeting:
Date:
Place:
Present:

Rev.:

Absent:

Rev. Thomas Hickey

John W. Clemens, William T. Corcoran, James Donovan,
Leonardo Gomez, Joseph P. Grembla, David A. Jones,
Robert G. Mair, Daniel J. McCormack

Opening Prayer: Bishop Joseph Perry _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
II

Acceptance of Minutes:

III

Reports:

AM

Vote _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

1.

IV

Acceptance of Agenda; Vote - - - - - - - - - - - -

V

Business:

A.

B. Bishop Joseph Perry Agenda:
1.

10: 15 - 11 :30

Priests:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

f)
g)

Anthony Vader '52

AOC 021455

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 11/14/2003
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c)

d)

e)

f)

g) Anthony Vader '52: There is no word on his case.

2.

2
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NOV 2 4 ·,rir 1 ~
TRAVELN ACATION NOTIFICATION
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

~~f cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to

~----+--

'

1~

1= <..

[destination address and contact phone number] from

7=="--'--'~~_,:.._~c....uu..u..:"-C:o--'--f.l"""""'l:,_=-=-

;f!c 1 .J~,1 .:2QOj
Vf1lfJ(

[departure date] through

7~

1

0 j

[return date].

[name of cleric] will be monitored b

travel monitor] Mfaccepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of

tl'&J)[e

[name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame.
[see attached correspondence]

!. Contacts with minors by
presence of£:,

1/(l l> ( e

At>rl ln!;/':r-

[name of cleric] must be in the

[name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.
2.

[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the

activities and whereabouts of

(alf.e

[cleric name] over

_:?f_'b_h-..~_.5
. _ _ _ _ [aforementioned time frame].
3. As previously noted, the date ofretum to
residence has been scheduled for

lJ

cf::

V:J?<.b'

's [cleric name]

c 7,I ':toe,;) [aforementioned return date].

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be
substantially
Cleric

changed~se contact PRA at [312] 751-5205.

Si.g:~atu~-<:;cJ.~·~~~PL<~~~~

PRA Signature:

Date:
Date:

l.'j)re,(),

:2~ 3

_(--t-i(~U)""'"+-'l0__5:'----_

A copy of this document will be provided to the cl ric. The original will be placed in the cleric's file
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy will be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar
for Priests' Office.

Revised 8/28/03
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

December 12, 2003

Dear

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Policies and Procedures you requested per Leah McCluskey.
If you have any questions please contact Ms. McCluskey at 312-751-5205.

Laura A Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant

Enclosure

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Laura,

Leah McCluskey
Neri-Palomino, Laura
12/12/0311:00AM
policy and procedures

-?

Could you please send a copy of the policies and procedures to
He is the attorney for
-his address is in the database. It is being sent to him at his request via a voicemail I
received from him yesterday.
Thanks.
Leah

AOC 021459

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, December 20, 2003 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
MINUTES

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA)
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Francis Cardinal George, OMI

AOC 021460

MINUTES
December 20, 2003
Page2

•

Cardinal swore in new Board member,

AOC 021461

MINUTES
December 20, 2003
Page 3

II.

Approval of Minutes - October 18, 2003

m.

Update OD Decisions Made by the Cardinal
• PRA provided Board members with update on decisions made by Cardinal George
based upon their recommendations from the October 18, 2003 agenda

ID.

Case Reviews

IV.

•

Monitoring Protocols
• The Board recommended that either the men removed either adhere to monitoring
protocols or a decree will be imposed with the understanding that the Cardinal
will impose a penal penalty
• The Board recommended that Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests and
PRA make a trip to Mundelein to present most recent revision of Individual
Specific Protocol [ISP] forms

AOC 021462

MINUTES
December 20, 2003

Page4

•
•

V.

Intent to point out to men adhering to monitoring that their signature on the
forms is not an admission of guilt
The Board recommended that all men removed are given until March 2004 to
comply will all monitoring protocols
• Men are to be notified in person and with a formal letter
• Suggestion that a copy of the decree to be imposed in cases where the
monitoring is not followed be attached to letter

Informal update on matters in Office of Professional Responsibility
• New Cases

•
•
•
•

•
•

Next scheduled meeting is January 10, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
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Office of Professional Responsibility

PFR-137 -Anthony Vader
July 1, 2003 to December 31, 2004
Monthly Schedule
Dates/Times

Event (Therapy, Spriritual Direction,
Vacation , etc.) Where, When, How
Long

Februaiy 2-23., 2004

The Philippines

May 30, 2004 to June
12,2004

Royal Princess Cruise

August 24, 2004 to
September 3, 2004

•••Colorado

November 23, 2004 December 1, 2004

Therapist, Spiritual Leader, Doctor,
Monitor, etc. (Include names)
(Traveling companion)

San Diego, CA

(Travel Companions)

(Travel Monitors)

Monitors)
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JAN 2 0 2004

TRAVELN ACATION NOTIFICATION

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

--'l'.!:-___lo!,___.:__--1.,P-F::..:~--==-::...--- [destination address and contact phone number] from

),, U

~OJ'---/

[departure date]

___·.9~~----.

through~ ~~~return date].

[name of cleric] will be monitored by
name of travel monitor].

- - - - - [name of

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of

~4

[name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame.
[see attached correspondence]

~_C..._~~--- [name of cleric] must be in the

1. Contacts with minors by _ _
presence o

[name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.
2.

[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the
activities and whereabouts of

~~

Y~k,

[cleric name] over

[aforementioned time frame].

3. As previously noted, the date ofreturn to
residence has been scheduled for

VtSJ.w

's [cleric name]

..l-t f;d_. 'l.Ob--i[aforementioned return date].

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be
substantially chang d, please contact PRA at [312] 751-5205.

Cleric Signature:
PRA Signature:

-

Y~

Date:
Date:

f (~ •/{)& '-/

----------

A copy of this document will be provided to the cleric. The original will be placed in the cleric's file
in the.Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy will be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar
for Priests' Office.

Revised 8/28/03
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

<lmmccluskey@archchicago.org>
1/16/04 10:09AM
Meeting Re:••••••IRev. Anthony Vader

Dear Leah:
Again I apologize about having to cancel our meeting at the last minute,
but I was not feeling very well. Perhaps you can put your calendar together
with Mike Bland's and give me a couple of dates in the first two weeks of
February that I can pass on to
and
. Thank you in advance for
your cooperation.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICA.GO
Office of Professional Responsibility

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

January 27, 2004
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Archdiocese of Dubuque
Post Office Box 479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-04 79
Dear Sr. Francine,

Enclosed you will find monitoring information presented to your client, Rev. Anthony
Vader on January 26. 2004. Rev. James T. Kaczorowski Vicar for Priests and I met
with Fr. Vader at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in Mundelein on January 26th to
discuss the enclosed protocols. Fr. Vader was also informed of Cardinal George's
acceptance of the Review Board's recommendation that he provide his signature to the
enclosed protocols and return to me no later than March 31. 2004.

If you have any questions, please feel free·to contact me at [312] 751-5205. Fr.
Kaczorowski may also be reached at [312] 642-1837.

ah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility A
Enclosures

AOC 021467

I MaryAnn Zrust - Letters/decrees/other fun stuff

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Page 11

Leah McCluskey
dsmilanic@archchicago.org
1/27/04 1:52PM
Letters/decrees/other fun stuff

Fr. Smilanic,

I did speak with Kaz. He asked that you "check with" Bishop Conway to ensure that the decree re:
Vader's presence at the churches and the check writing are still to be drawn up and signed by FEG.
expressed my opinion that the decree still be presented to Vader, to which Kaz agreed.
Also, I wanted to remind you about a follow up letter written by FEG backing up what Kaz and I met with
the guys about yesterday:
1. new ISP, Daily Logs, and Travel forms presented to them on 1/26/04
2. Men are to sign ISP and return to me no later than 3/31/04
3. If men do not sign ISP and/or do not adhere to protocols, the consequence will be the following: no
salary, FEG will only provide room and board, car and health insurance, small monthly stipend
Kaz did bring up the point that those retired and over 70 do not have a salary and therfore, would not be
affected by a salary reduction--would there then just be specific decrees written to fit any violation in
protocol?
As for Vader and his trip, as per Kaz and the meeting with Vader and FEG this morning [I'll fill you in on
details later], Vader provided FEG with more of an iternary to the Philippines--1 told Kaz we'd need names
of Bishops and fax numbers so that a letter could be faxed to them letting them know of Vader's status
here and his presence in their respective diocese [is that what it is called in the Philippines?]. Vader is
leaving on Thursday, 1/29--1 hate to ask, but would you have to write such a letter? Also, now that I think
about it, would there be any language translations of such a letter necessary?
Whew. Sorry about the overflow of information. Hope your mother is doing well. I'll talk to you later.
Leah

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: 312.751.5205
Fax: 312.751.5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

CC:

mzrust@archchicago.org
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony

Date:

January 31, 2004

Administrat~

PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests met with Rev. Anthony Vader on
January 26, 2004 at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. Fr. Kaczorowski had arranged
the meeting with Fr. Vader so that the current monitoring protocols could be discussed.
PRA provided Fr. Vader with the current Individual Specific Monitoring Protocols, a
Daily Log form, and a Travel/Vacation Agreement form. Fr. Vader was also informed
that copies of the aforementioned forms would be forwarded to his canonical advocate,
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM.
Fr. Vader informed PRA that his departure date for the Philippines has been moved up to
Thursday, January 29t, 2004 and he will not return until February 22, 2004. PRA
referenced Fr. Vader's TravelNacation Agreement form received by the Office of
Professional Responsibility the week of January 19' 2004. Specifically, PRA requested
the name of his travel monitor, as well as where he will be staying while in the
Philippines and contact information. Fr. Vader informed PRA that he would be traveling
throughout the Philippines and that he did not know where he would be staying. As for
his monitor, Fr. Vader identified
as his travel monitor. In terms of contact information, Fr. Vader
provided PRA with - s phone number. [
and suggested that PRA
contact her in the event that he needed to be reached. PRA asked Fr. Vader for a travel
itinerary prior to his departure, to which he state~ that he was "going on a medical
mission" and that he did not know where he would be staying. PRA again requested that
he provide an itinerary·due to the fact that Cardinal George would be sending letters to
the appropriate Bjshops in the Philippines informing them of Fr. Vader's presence in their
respective dioceses and of Fr. Vader's status in the Archdiocese of Chicago. Fr. Vader
then informed PRA that he would be traveling to the following areas in the Philippines:
Vigan, Ilocos Sur, Polangui Albay, and Ilo Ilo. He specified that when he is in Ilo Ilo, he
will be staying at St. Vincent' Seminary. Fr. Kaczorowski then informed Fr. Vader that

AOC 021469

Memo to File -PFR-137
January 31, 2004

Page 2

he would not be able to perform any public ministry while he is in Philippines. Fr. Vader
challenged that he would be able to perform "private ministry" while he was on the trip.
Fr. Kaczorowski suggested that Fr. Vader discuss with Cardinal George the difference
between public ministry and private ministry prior to his departure.
Fr. Kaczorowski then initiated conversation regarding Fr. Vader's frequent presence at
Holy Name of Mary parish and Sacred Heart Mission. Fr. Vader agreed that he has been
at both places, and spoke as ifhe were still in active ministry at both. As per Cardinal
George, Fr. Kaczorowski asked Fr. Vader to cease going to the parish and the mission,
where he [Fr. Vader] has been greeting people outside of the church and signing parish
checks. Fr. Vader shared his concerns that he is doing nothing wrong by being there and
that he certainly is able to sign "about 50 checks per month." He also expressed his
feeling that it would be "inhumane" to forbid him from continuing such practices. PRA
referenced the Individual Specific Protocols and explained to Fr. Vader that he is not to
be presenting himself as a priest [while withdrawn], and that his presence and
involvement at the aforementioned parishes most likely identifies himself as a priest to
the parishioners. As the discussion continued, Fr. Vader compared his being assigned to
African American parishes to Rev. John Calicott's assignment to Holy Angels and the
media attention he had received over the past week. In referencing the ethnic make-up of
his and Fr. Calicott's past parishes, Fr. Vader used the word "nigger" on more than one
occasion. PRA finally asked Fr. Vader to not use the word again, due to it being
offensive. Fr. Vader then explained, "Well, that is what black people call other black
people who tum each other in." He continued, "No black person has ever made a
[negative] call on me." PRA then reminded Fr. Vader that two African American women
came forward to formalize their allegations of sexual misconduct against him, which has
resulted in his subsequent withdrawal from public ministry until the completion of a
canonical trial. Fr. Vader responded, "Okay. No sane black people have made calls on
me."
As Fr. Vader continued to express his feelings that it is "inhumane" to forbid him to be
present at Holy Name of Mary and Sacred Heart Mission, Fr. Kaczorowski assured him
that he would bring such concerns to Cardinal George's attention.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

AOC 021470

..
From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Daniel Smilanic
Suzette Cash
212104 1:43PM
LETTER

Suzie Here it is with the FAX number in the Phillipines. After it is signed, do you want me to FAX it or do you
want to. The number on the letter should be preceeded by the international dialing access number and
then the country code for the Phillipines.
Fr. Smilanic
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

Post Offire Box 1979
Oticago, Illinois 60690-1979

February 5, 2004

Most Rev. Archbishop Orlando B. Quevedo, O.M.I.
President
Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Philippines
Manila

FAX: [02] 527-4063
Your Excellency,
This· letter is to inform you of a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who is presently
visiting in your country for an extended period of time and who should not publicly celebrate the
Eucharist or engage in any ministerial activities.
The Rev. Anthony J. Vader, ordained in 1952, has been accused of sexual misconduct
with minors. I conducted the Preliminary Investigation required by Canon 1717, and I found that
the allegations have the semblance of truth. In accord with in Article 13 of the Procedural
Norms ·of Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela and the particular law of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops identified as US Norm 6, I forwarded the case to the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. I am presently awaiting their response to my request
to conduct a penal trial of Fr. Vader. In order to ensure the safety of minors, our particular law
also requires-that I inform you of the presence of Fr. Vader among your faithful.
By means of a precept (Canon 49), until the canonical processes have been completed, I
have directed Fr. Vader not to engage in any ministerial activity, not to wear any garb which
would identify him as a priest (e.g., the 'clergy shirt', the Roman Collar), and not to celebrate or
concelebrate a public Mass. I would ask you to share this warning with the bishops of your
national Episcopal Conference and to inform the diocesan clergy of this prohibition.

If you or any Ordinary of your National Episcopal Conference have any questions abouL
the status or situation of Fr. Vader, please contact one of the following persons. So that contact
can be made quickly and immediately, I have provided their direct office telephone number.
Miss Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Responsibility
(312) 751-5205
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Rev. Patrick Lagges, JCD
Judicial Vicar
(312) 751-8384
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Vicar for Clergy
(312) 642-1837
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, JCD
Adjutant Judicial Vicar
(312) 751-8206
This is a most grave matter. Please be assured of my prayers as together we shepherd the
people of God.

q::c;x_~,.
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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Office of the Archbishop

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY. AMEN.
a) Considering·that on October 21, 2002 and on November 4, 2002 I received allegations of
sexual misconduct against the Rev. Anthony J. Vader, ordained to the priesthood for the Archdiocese of
Chicago and incardinated as a cleric of the Archdiocese of Chicago, involving two females who were
under sixteen years of age at the time of the alleged incidents;
b) Considering that on November 11, 2003, the Professional Responsibility Board of the
Archdiocese of Chicago in a First Stage Review had found that the allegations of sexual misconduct with
two minors against the Rev. Anthony J. Vader were credible, and that on January 23, 2003 I had accepted
that finding;
c) Considering that after further investigation, on June 21, 2003, the Professional Responsibility
Board in a Second Stage Review had found that there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged
misconduct occurred, and that on July 3, 2003 I had accepted those determinations;
- . d) Considering that on August 16, 2003, the Professional Responsibility Board conducted a
Supplementary Review of the allegations at my request and found that there was no evidence of mistaken ·
identification and thus the earlier determination of the Board remains unchanged, which finding I
accepted on September 13, 2003;
e) Given that on May 23, 2003 in accord with Canon 1717, I decreed the instruction of a
· canonical Prelimimuylnvestigation of all the allegations of sexual abuse against minors which have been
made against the Rev. Anthony J. Vader, given that on August 29, 2003 I accepted the findings of the
Preliminary Investigation that the allegations did have the required semblance of truth, and given that on
September 30, 2003 the matter was commended to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith as
required by US Norm 6 and Article 13 of the Procedural Norms of Sacramentonun Sanctitatis Tutela;

f) Given that also on May 23, 2003 in accord with Canon 49, I issued a precept which enjoined
the Rev. Anthony J. Vader, among other things, not to exercise the rights of any ecclesiastical office and
to observe the Individual Specific Protocol which in the practice of this Archdiocese secures his
refraining from ministry until the canonical processes are completed;
g) Given that once the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has been notified, the US Norm
6 enjoins the Ordinary to apply the precautionary measures mentioned in Canon 1722, which are to

exclude the accused from the sacred ministry, from ecclesiastical office and function, to impose or forbid
residence in some place or territory, and to prohibit public participation in the Most Holy Eucharist in
order to prevent scandals, to protect the freedom of witnesses and to guard the course of justice;
h) Troubled by the credible reports that I have received concerning the continued presence of the
Rev. Anthony J. Vader at Eucharistic celebrations at both Sacred Heart Mission and Holy Name of Mary
parish, in the ecclesiastical residences associated with the mission and the parish and at other parish
functions, and concerned about the credible reports that I have received about his presence at other
pastoral, ecclesiastical and liturgical celebrations beyond Sacred Heart Mission and Holy Name of Mary
parish;
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i) Gravely concerned about the disruption of the pastoral care of the parishioners of Holy Name
of Mary parish and the faithful who associate themselves with Sacred Heart Mission, about the scandal
caused to the faithful of the Archdiocese of Chicago, about the diminishment of the credibility of the
Church before the general population of this metropolitan area,
j) Heedful that the Rev. Anthony J. Vader has been admonished about his deportment which
implies ministry, as well as about his questionable compliance with the Individual Specific Protocols, by
my Vicar for Clergy, the Rev. James Kaczorowski, and by the Professional Responsibility Review Board
Administrator, Ms. Leah McCluskey MSW, LCSW, and thus the Rev. Anthony J. Vader has been
lawfully cited;

k) Observing that I have consulted the Promoter of Justice, the Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic JCD in
this matter;
1) Having come to the determination that it is of a pressing necessity to prevent scandal, as well as
for his own security, that the Rev. Anthony J. Vader not be physically present in Holy Name of Mary
parish or at Sacred Heart Mission, or involve himself in any activity which might have any appearance of
public ministry;
m) Conscious that I have provided for the canonical maintenance and sustenance of the Rev.
Anthony J. Vader at Koenig Hall of the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in Mundelein, Illinois in accord
with Canons 281 and 1350;
I,. Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., by the grace of God and the Apostolic See Archbishop of Chicago,
invoke Canon 1722 and
do hereby forbid the Rev. Anthony J. Vader, a priest ordained for and incardinated as a
cleric of the Archdiocese of Chicago, from being present in any way at any time on the
property of Sacred Heart Mission in Chicago, from being present in any way at any time
within the canonical territorial boundaries of Holy Name of Mary parish in Chicago, from
attending any Eucharist celebrated in the Sacred Heart Mission or in the Holy Name of
Mary Church, and I further forbid him from engaging in any behavior which might
imply, suggest, infer or simulate sacred ministry in any ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and I
further forbid him from presiding or concelebrating at the public celebration of the
Eucharist, as well as providing pastoral care in any form to the faithful until the canonical
processes directed by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith are completed.
This decree is effective immediately. I direct that this decree be communicated without delay to the Rev.
Anthony J. Vader, to his Canonical Advocate and to his Civil Legal Counsel.

~~~R:::
Archbishop of Chicago

February 5, 2004
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Most Rev. Archbishop Orlando B. Quevedo9 O.M.J.
President
Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Philippines

/', r-i- 'c· 11'

;_ l"f71 L..'"'L._

Manila
FAX: [02] 527-4063
Your Excellency,

This letter is to inform you of a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who is presently
visiting in your country for an extended period of time and who should not publicly celebrate the
Eucharist or engage in any ministerial activities.
The Rev. Anthony J. Vader, ordained in 1952, has been accused of sexual misconduct
T .... .J___ ...
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Most Rev. Archbishop Orlando B. Quevedo, O.M.1.
President
Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Philippines
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Manila

FAX: [02] 527-4063
Your Excellency)
This letter is to infonn you of a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who is presently
visiting in your cowltry for an extended period of time and who should not publicly celebrate lht:
Eucharist or engage i11 any ministerial activities.
The Rev. Anthony J. Vader, ordained in 1952, has been accused of sexual misconduct

with minors. I conducted the Preliminary Investigation required by Canon 1717t and I found that
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This letter is to inform you of a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who will be visiting in the
territory of your country for an extended period of time and who should not publicly celebrate
the Eucharist or engage in any ministerial activities.
The Rev. Anthony J. Vader, ordained in 1952, has been accused of sexual misconduct with
minors. I conducted the Preliminary Investigation required by Canon 1717, and I found that the
allegations have the semblance of truth. In accord with in Article 13 of the Procedural Norms of
Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela and the particular law of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops identified as US Norm 6, I forwarded the case to the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith. I am presently awaiting their response to my request to conduct a penal
trial of Fr. Vader. In order to ensure the safety of minors, our particular law also requires that I
inform you of the presence of Fr. Vader among your faithful.
By means of a precept (Canon 49), until the canonical processes have been completed, I have
directed Fr. Vader not to engage in any ministerial activity, not to wear any garb which would
identify him as a priest (e.g., the 'clergy shirt', the Roman Collar), and not to celebrate or
concelebrate a public Mass.
If you or any Ordinary of your National Episcopal Conference have any questions about the
status or situation of Fr. Vader, please contact one of the following persons. So that contact can
be made quickly and immediately, I have provided their direct office telephone number.

Miss Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Responsibility
(312) 751-5205
Rev. Patrick Lagges, JCD
Judicial Vicar
(312) 751-8384
Mr. Jimmy Lago
Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Chicago
(312) 751-5382
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Vicar for Clergy
(312) 642-1837
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, JCD
Adjutant Judicial Vicar
(312) 751-8206
This is a most grave matter. Please be assured of my prayers as together we shepherd the people
of God.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Francis Cardinal George O.M.I.
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February 13, 2004
Ms. Leah McClusky
Professional Fitness Review Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Fitness Review
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690
Dear Ms. McClusky:
Please be advised that my office has been retained by
and who were victims of sexual abuse at the hands of Reverend
Anthony Vader.
Further, this letter will advise you that this office maintains an attorney's lien upon any
amount due
and
as a result of the
injuries sustained due to the abuse. Obviously, you are aware of this incident in full
detail because of the client's prior representation by the
law firm.
Please forward this notice to your insurance carrier and have them acknowledge
acceptance of this lien letter with my office. If you would like to discuss this matter, feel
free to telephone me upon your receipt. Thank you.
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February 17, 2004

VIA CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT

Cardinal Francis Eugene George, O.M.I.
Archdiocese of Chicago
15 5 E. Superior Street
Chicago, IL 60611
Re:

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

rD)~~lEUW~rfll

lf\1 FEB 2 4 2004

il1

OFFICE OF THE
ARCHBISHOP

His Eminence Cardinal Francis Eugene George, O.M.I.;
Our office represents
with respect to a claim of childhood sexual
abuse by Fr. Anthony Vader, which began in approximatelyl958 when-was twelve or
thirteen years old. Our office represents victims of clergy childhood sexual abuse throughout the
country. It is our policy to advise the Diocese or Archdiocese who we believe maintained
ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the alleged perpetrator at the time, of the claim before filing a
lawsuit. Our expectation is that we and the Diocese or Archdiocese will attempt to reach a
mutually amicable resolution of the claim without the need to file a lawsuit. More often than not,
this has been the case.
Accordingly, I am providing you with the details of my clients claim, as I know it. We will send,
under separate cover, a short DVD presentation where you will have an opportunity to observe
as she tells you her story in her own words. You should have that presentation in
the next week.

AOC 021480

Cardinal Francis Eugene George, 0.M.l
February 17, 2004
Page 2

In an effort to seek help for the abuse suffered, notified the Archdiocese of
Chicago of the abuse. The Professional Responsibility Review Board interviewed
and
conducted an investigation into the - · s allegations of sexual abuse. The Professional
Responsibility Review Board made a final determination at their August 16, 2003 meeting, that
"there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Further, the Board
recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the possibility that you (
mistakenly
identified Anthony Vader as your alleged abuser." A copy the Boards September letter is attached
hereto.

Our firm is part of a rather small network of lawyers around the country who represent victims of
clergy childhood sexual abuse. We try to keep close tabs on how cases are being handled by the
various dioceses and archdioceses around the country. We are aware that the Archdiocese of
Chicago has resolved many similar cases with Jeff Anderson, Esq. and other attorneys in Illinois
and elsewhere. There is some history of settlement values to draw upon as guidance for a fair
resolution of this case.
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Cardinal Francis Eugene George, O.M.l
February 17, 2004

Page 3

If you are interested in speaking about a prompt resolution of this claim, please let us know as
soon as possible. Again, we will be providing you with a DVD presentation within a week to
assist in your consideration of this case.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Very truly yours,

cc:
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February 18, 2004

OFFICE OF THE
ARCHBISHOP

His Eminence
FRANCIS CARDINAL GEORGE, O.M.L,D.D.
Archbishop of Chicago
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O.Box 1979, Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
USA
Your Eminence,

Greeting ofPeace!
I gratefully received your letter dated February 5, 2004.
Thank you for giving us advisory concerning Rev. Anthony J. Vader of the Archdiocese
of Chicago. I have written a circular to the bishops of the Philippines concerning the
presence of the said priest in our country.
Your pastoral solicitude on the matter is most appreciated.
With every best wish, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

GENERAL SECRETARIAT: 470GeneralLuna St., Intramuros, 1002Manila *P.O.UOX3601, 1076Manila, Philippines
*FAX (632) 527-4063 *TELS. 527-4054; 527-4138 *http://www.cbcp.net *cbcp_secretariat@yahoo.com
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Circular No. 2004-04
February 18, 2004

Your Eminence/ Excellencies:

Greetings ofpeace!
Attached is a letter from His Eminence, Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. advising us of
the presence in our country of Rev. Fr. Anthony J. Vader of the Archdiocese of Chicago
who is accused of sexual misconduct with minors.
Kindly be guided accordingly.
With every best wish, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,
""/_ MU~:r-TJ,Vf///t..

+

R. CAPALLA, D.D.
chbishop of Davao
President, Catholic Bishops'
Conference of the Philippines

GENERAL SECRETARIAT: 470GeneralLunaSt.,Intramuros, 1002Manila *D>.O.HOX3601, 1076Manila, Philippines
*FAX (632) 527-4063 *TELS. 527-4054; 527-4138 *http://www.chcp.net *chcp_secretariat@yahoo.com
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Attorneys at Law

EIVED
February 19, 2004
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Cardinal Francis Eugene George, O.M.I.
Archdiocese of Chicago
15 5 E. Superior Street
Chicago, IL 60611
Re:
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OFFICE OF THE
ARCHBISHOP

His Eminence Cardinal Francis Eugene George, O.M.I.;
Our office represent
with respect to a claim of childhood sexual abuse by
Fr. Anthony Vader, which began in approximately1959 when ~as about thirteen years
old. Our office represents victims of clergy childhood sexual abuse throughout the country. It is
our policy to advise the Diocese or Archdiocese who we believe maintained ecclesiastical
jurisdiction over the alleged perpetrator at the time, of the claim before filing a lawsuit. Our
expectation is that we and the Diocese or Archdiocese will attempt to reach a mutually amicable
resolution of the claim without the need to file a lawsuit. More often than not, this has been the
case.
Accordingly, I am providing you with the details of my clients claim, as I know it. We will send,
under separate cover, a short DVD presentation where you will have an opportunity to observe
as she tells you her story in her own words. You should have that presentation in
the next week.
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Cardinal Francis Eugene George, O.M.I.
February 17, 2004
Page 2

In an effort to seek help for the abuse -suffered, -notified the Archdiocese of
Chicago of the abuse. The Professional Responsibility Review Board interviewed and
conducted an investigation into t h e - s allegations of sexual abuse. The Professional
Responsibility Review Board made a final determination at their August 16, 2003 meeting, that
"there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Further, the Board
recommended that there is no evidence to uphold the possibility that you ( - mistakenly
identified Anthony Vader as your alleged abuser." A copy the Boards September letter is attached

hereto.
Our firm is part of a rather small network of lawyers around the country who represent victims of
clergy childhood sexual abuse. We try to keep close tabs on how cases are being handled by the
various dioceses and archdioceses around the country. We are aware that the Archdiocese of
Chicago has resolved many similar cases with Jeff Anderson, Esq. and other attorneys in Illinois
and elsewhere. There is some history of settlement values to draw upon as guidance for a fair
resolution of this case.
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Cardinal Francis Eugene George, O.M.I.
February 17, 2004
Page 3

If you are interested in speaking about a prompt resolution of this claim, please let us know as
soon as possible. Again, we will be providing you with a DVD presentation within a week to
assist in your consideration of this case.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Very truly yours,
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING
Saturday, February 21, 2004- 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
AGENDA

I.

Approval of Minutes - January I 0, 2004

II.

Case Reviews

III.

Case Uodates:
A

B.

IV.

Monitoring Meetings/Monitoring Update
A

B.

c.

D.
E.

Anthony Vader (Withdrawn 1111/2003)- PFR-137

F.
G.
H.

v.
VI.

Update on New Allegations Received

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, March 20, 2004
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 80811
Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

February 26, 2004

Dear Brother Priests,
Attached is a copy of the letter which the Cardinal sent to all priests in the Archdiocese.
This is being sent to you to keep you informed about the communication that is being
sent at this time. If you have questions, please feel free to contact Leah McCluskey, Tom

Tivy or myself.

Be assured of my prayers and support for you. The beginning of the season of Lent
. reminds us of the One who sustains us through the difficult times of our lives. May this
Jesus be with each of you, now and always.
God bless you.
Sincerely, in Chri.st,

Rev. Jim T. Kaczorowski

Vicar for Priests
Cc:

Leah McCluskey
Rev. Thomas A. Tivy
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Office of the Archblsllop

February 26, 2004

Dear Brothers in Christ:
First, thanks to all of you who shared with your parishioners a copy of my February 15
letter concerning the John Jay study in advance of that report's official release tomorrow. You
will remember that there are actually two reports to be released tomorrow, both commissioned
by the Bishops. The John Jay social science study will contain national statistics regarding both
those abused and accused, as well as dollar amounts spent to respond to the crisis. TI.1e National
Review Board report will provide a co~text for the John Jay data.
We have been asked to wait Until the reports are officially released tomorrow to offer
comment on them, when real figures and perspective become public. I am told that both reports
will be available to be viewed by 10 a.m. Friday on the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
website (www.usccb.org, linked to our website at www.archchicago.org). I will meet with
media tomorrow to respond to the reports in their entirety and at that time offer our own up-todatc figures for the Archdiocese of Chicago about allegations made against clergy because of
sexual abuse of chHdren and youth since 1950.
I am including in this fax an advance copy of a letter and attachment I would like you to
share with your parishioners this weekend about the reports. (A clean copy ofthis letter will be
available to you to download on Friday morning from the archdiocesan website,
www.archchicago.org. in English, Spanish, and Polish.) We will share this same letter with news
media at tomorrow's news conference.
We will also be initiating a new service to access infonnation for the protection of
minors and to assist those who may have been sexually abused by a priest. The service will allow
self-identified individuals, upon request, to receive appropriate information, already made public
in another forum, regarding whether there has been reason to suspect that a past or present priest
of the Archdiocese of Chicago may have abused a minor. All those inquiring will receive a
written. response. For inquiries on 98% of archdiocesan priests, the information provided will
simply include an ordination date and a description of a current assignment. It is likely that we
will be asked to describe this service at the news conference.
I was grateful to learn that some parishes are planning prayer services to coincide with
the release of the John Jay report, because surely the issues raised by it are matters to be brought
to prayer. I understand, too, that other parishes are planning discussions in which the rep01t can
be further evaluated. Because the release of this study could reopen some wounds among our
people -- particularly among those who may have been abused ~- I encourage you to have on
hand contact information about how allegations of clergy sexual abuse can. be reported.

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's official home page on the Wor1d Wide Web
. http://www.archchlcago.org
:'··
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Page2
No other group has faced the scrutiny involved in this type of study, and I know that this
cannot be an easy time for you amidst the attention focused on the data that this report will
contain. Yet, you arc the "face" of the Church within your parish communities, in times both
easy and hard. So many of you have told me of the kindness of your parishioners who have
expressed their personal support for your priestly ministry - and, like you, I take great comfort
from this support.
My prayer for you today is the same one I pray for myself: that in our intentions and in
our actions, we might be worthy of the trust placed in us by Jesus Christ and by those whom we
serve in his name and with his authority. Thank you for your life and ministry as priests in the
Archdiocese of Chicago. Please keep me in your prayers.
Fraternally yours in Christ,

---r~ C: •..&. '.J.~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's official home page on the World Wide Web
http://www.arehehleego.org
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February 27, 2004

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Today the John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York City released a nationwide
social science research study, commissioned by the U.S. Bishops, on clerical sexual abuse of
minors. The John Jay Study is a quantitative analysis based on confidential data gathered from
almost every diocese, eparc.hy, and religious order in the U.S. on sexual abuse of min.ors by
Catholic clergy from 1950 to 2002. The data will be crucial in searching for the causes of
clerical sexual abuse and in preventing it in the future. This is the study's purpose. A report by
the National Review Board providing conte.xt. for the John Jay data will also be released today.
Officials of the Archdiocese have already published basic data in two reports covering
the periods 1950 to 1992 and 1993 to 2002. This information has been updated through
December 31, 2003, and is shown on the attached information sheet.
Archdiocesan records reflect that 2,513 archdiocesan priests served in the Archdiocese of

Chicago between 1950 and 2003. The Archdiocese has found reason to suspect that, during these
S3 years, sexual misconduct with a minor occurred in 142 cases involving SS Archdiocesan
priests, about 2 percent of archdiocesan priests. Of the 55 priests, 13 are deceased, 22 have
resigned from the priesthood and 20. are withdrawn from ministry. None is engaged in any
public ministry. All cases have been reported to. the pub Iic authorities.
Money spent because of clerical sexual abuse includes $26.9 million for victim
assistance, settlements and support in the period 1950-2003. Beginning in 1992, the year the
Bernardin Commissfon established procedures for dealing with clerical sexual misconduct,
through December 21, 2003, $5.9 million was spent for treatment and monitoring of priests, and
$5.9 million for legal expenses. Of the $5.9 million spent on legal fees, $1.3 million was spent
to defend a priest and a school principal judged to be innocent by a civil jury.
The Archdiocese of Chicago, complying with the definition of "al.legation" supplied by
the John Jay Study, reported for th.e study all recorded notifications of clerical sexual misconduct
with minors, whether or not they resulted in any investigation or whether th.ere was reasonable
cause to suspect abuse had occurred.
Since 1992, the Archdiocese of Chicago has addressed allegations of abuse of minors and·
promoted healing of victims through . an Assistanc~ Ministry office, an independent Review
Board, and a regular process for repqrting,abuse allegations to the civil authorities and the
public. More recently, the Archdiocese created an Office for the Protection of Children and
Youth. It oversees child abuse training programs and background screenings of over

V1Slt the Archdioi;ese of Chicago's official home page on the World Wide Web
http://Www.arehehieago.org

AOC 021494

3126424933

UIC~R

OF PRIESTS

011 P06

FEB 2? '04 10:48

February 27, 2004
Page2
50,000 employees and volwiteers. These measures have allowed us to reach out to victims and
parish commwrities, to create safe environments for children and to remove from ministry any
priest for whom there was reasonable' cause to Stl'ipect that sexual misconduct with a minor had ·
occurred. All of these initiatives will contirtue in our seminaries, schools, parishes and ministry
offices.
The bishops of the United States have kept the promises they made during and following
their June, 2002, Dallas meeting. All offending priests have been removed from ministry; an
independent study was widertaken to understand the extent and causes of clerical misconduct;
and policies and procedures have been put in place in every diocese in the United States to deal
with abuse allegations, to insure the Safety of children and to communicate openly with the
public. Most important of all, the care of victims has been formalized and will remain high on
the agenda of the Church.
The publication of these results reminds us that some priests betrayed the trust placed in
them by Christ, by the children He loves, and by families. Church leaders who failed to act on
their behalf only added to the hann done. I again sincerely apologize to the victims and to their
families for the anguish they have endured. I offer once again an invitation to anyone who has

experienced sexual abuse by a pricstor deacon to bring this information to our attention by
contacting the Office of ProfessionaL ResponsibHity at t-800-994-6200.
The consequences of these failures have deeply affected the entire Catholic community.
I know that many of you are angered,.and embarrassed, as am I. We can learn from the
transgressions of the past, however, and make as sure as we can that no other child or yowig
person goes through what those who.have been victims continue to suffer.
You are always in my prayers. Please keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

..•·

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Attachment
'.·

Visit the Archdiocese of Chicago's ofllciel hQme page on the World Wide Web

http:ltwww.archchlcago.org
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO • INFORMATION SHEET
ACCUSED PRIESTS: HOW MANY, WHERE THEY
ARE NOW, WHEN OCCURRED
The Archdiocese of Chicago found reasonable cause to suspect that sexual
misconduct with a miner had occum!d in 142 cases involving 55 Archdiocesan
priests In the period 1950·2003. None is currently in ministry. Most incidents
occurred between 1970 and 1985.

I ACCUSED PRIESTS AS PART
I OF TOTAL POPULATION
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Archdiocesan records reflect that 2,513
archdiocesan priests servtJd in the Archdiocese
between 1950 and 2003. Those priests for whom
there was reason to suspect that they had engaged
in sexual misconduct with a minor represent about
two percent of the total number.
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The Archdiocese has spent $38. 7 million on
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TO REPORT A CASE OF ABUSE
To report susPllded sexual abuse of a minor by a
priest or deacon ~presently or Jn the pest-- call:
Laah McCluskey, MSW, LSW Admfn/strstor
Office of Professional Responsibility
(800) 994-6200
{Lake and Cook count/Bs only)

or (312) m-5205
GElnd wtitten allsgetio ns to:

Leah McClwiktY, Administrator
Office of Professional R&SpGn$iblllty
AtchdiOCOM of Chicago
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, UUnoia 608911-1979
Email: lmccluskey@archchlcago.org
Fu: (312) 751-5279

To report aDegaHons diractly to
civil authorities, call:
The Depa~ of Children
and Family SesviceS (O.C.F.S.)
(800) 252-2873
Cook County State's Attorney
(312) 603-5440
Lake County Stam's Attorney
(847) 377.3000

AOC 021496

TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME
NAME
FAX
TEL
SER.It

02/25/2004 21:05

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS
312-7515279
312-7515205
BROM2J854224

~
~

DATE, TIME
FAX NO./NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE
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OK
STANDARD
ECM

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

w----~~~~------------~~

Office of Pxofc~llional Respon~ibility
676 N. St Cini.(, Suite 1910

(312)751-5205
1-800-994--6200
Fax (312)751-5279

Chicngti, IL 60611

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET
TO:

Fll.OM:

Laura A. Neri-Palomino
DATE:

2/27/04
TOTAL. NO.()!'

l:'AX NUMlltlll:

PAG!:'~'l

TNCJ.llDING

COV!;K:

10
Pl-lONE NUMBER:

PHONE NUMBER:

312-751-5206
RE:

0
0

COPY.
D PLI::/i.SI! REVIEW
POR YOUR INFORMATION

0

l'l.F..1\SJ:l COMMt:!Nl'

D SEE Al'T J\ CJ-r.ED

0PT.F,:.A.SE APPROVE

DPLEASE RE'JURN

Here arc copies of interview reports for your clients mentioned above.

If you h11.ve l\ny questions please contact Leah McCl1.1skc:y at 312-751-5205.
Laura

AOC 021497

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago. lllinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Ralph Bonaccors~ Assistance Ministry
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O'Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests

FROM:

Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

DATE:

March 1 2004

RE:

[PFR-137]Vader, Anthony (Withdrawn)

~~

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 3/1/04. We are opening
a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the Review
Please advise this office of
Process by attempting to arrange an interview with
any information you may have in your files regarding Vader, Anthony~.
It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation ofthis matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachment
cc:

Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway

AOC 021498

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces a memorandum to file from Laura Neri-Palomino of the Archdiocese of
Chicago's Office of Professional Responsibility, dated March 1, 2004, summarizing a phone call
with Victim KI concerning her allegation of abuse against Fr. Anthony Vader. According to the
summary, Victim KI alleged that she was abused by Fr. Vader at St. Laurence parish in the mid1960s, when Victim KI was 10 or 11 years old and in the 5th or 6th grade. Victim KI also gave
Ms. Neri-Palomino her contact information.
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From:

To:
Date:
Subject:

Leah:

-

<lmccluskey@archchicago.org>
3/8/04 10:28AM

I almost forgot to tell you that we did track down
she is
living in NY and does recall
talking to her about this issue. Also,
one of
's life-long friends,
has confirmed to us that
confided in her about the assaults 20-25 years ago.
is
in Chicago.

AOC 021500
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From:
To:

Leah McCluskey

Date:
Subject:

3/10/04 8:41AM
Re:

-

Sorry it has taken a couple of days to get back to you. I plan on having
s report finished no later
than next Friday--most likely earlier. I will e-mail you to let you know when it is on its way.

As for
no I did not have him call you. Due to the fact that I am not involved in any legal, I
do not practice having attorneys contact other attorneys.
Thank you for your consistent contact. I hope that your sister is well--please send her my best.
Peace:
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite .1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: 312.751.5205
Fax: 312. 751.5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

03/08/04 10:14AM »>

• • • i s asking when we can expect your report. Also, l have had some
problems with my voicemail lately so this could be an old message, but did you
have Mr.
call me?

AOC 021501

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, .Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

I\)

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator ~

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Withdrawn]

Date:

March 14, 2004

On March 8, 2004, PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests spoke with
Rev. James E. Flynn, pastor of Holy Name of Mary regarding Rev. Anthony Vader.
Fr. Kaczorowski informed Fr. Flynn of the existing Decree forbidding Fr. Vader's

presence at either Holy Name of Mary or Sacred Heart mission. Fr. Flynn was also
informed of Cardinal George's decision that Fr. Vader is not allowed to write any checks
and that he is taken off of the books at the aforementioned parish and mission.
Fr. Flynn informed Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA that he would take Fr. Vader off of the
books as per the Cardinal. When asked by Fr. Flynn, he was informed that Fr.
Kaczorowski and PRA were to meet with Fr. Vader on March 12, 2004 to discuss these
violations of his monitoring protocol and decree. Fr. Flynn informed Fr. Kaczorowski
and PRA that he would speak with Fr. Vader on Friday evening to reiterate that he [Fr.
Vader] is not allowed at Holy Name of Mary or Sacred Heart and that he is not allowed
to write checks on behalf of the parish and/or mission

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021502

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

File - PFR-137

(IY\

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator

'\t:J

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Withdrawn]

Date:

March 14, 2004

On March 8, 2004, PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests spoke with
Bishop Joseph Perry, Episcopal Vicar ofVicariate VI, regarding reports that Rev.
Anthony Vader has violated the Decree forbidding his presence at Holy Name of Mary
parish and Sacred Heart mission. Further, Fr. Kaczorowski informed Bishop Perry that
Fr. Vader continues to write checks on the Holy Name of Mary bank account.
Fr. Kaczorowski informed Bishop Perry that if Fr. Vader continues to disregard the
decree, Cardinal George might choose to exercise his right to pursue civil legal action
and have Fr. Vader arrested for trespassing. Bishop Perry thanked Fr. Kaczorowski and
PRA for the information and stated that he would contact Rev. James E. Flynn, pastor of
Holy Name of Mary. As per Bishop Perry, he stated that he would inform Fr. Flynn that
Fr. Vader is not to be present at either Holy Name of Mary or Sacred Heart and that Fr.
Vader is also not allowed to write any checks for either the parish or the mission. Fr.
Kaczorowski requested that Bishop Perry have Fr. Vader's name taken off of the books so
that he [Fr. Vader] may not write any further checks on behalf of Holy Name of Mary or
Sacred Heart.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021503

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Withdrawn]

Date:

March 14, 2004

Administrato~

On March 8, 2004, PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests spoke with
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Promoter of Justice, regarding Rev. Anthony Vader.
Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA informed Fr. Smilanic of the phone conversations had with

Bishop Joseph Perry and Rev. James E. Flynn Fr. Flynn regarding Fr. Vader's continual
violation of monitoring protocols and of the existing Decree forbidding Fr. Vader's
presence at either Holy Name of Mary or Sacred Heart mission.

It was agreed that Fr. Smilanic would contact Sr. Francine Quillin, Fr. Vader's canonical
advocate, and inform her of the aforementioned violations. Fr. Smilanic stated that he
would inform Sr. Francine of Cardinal George's ability to pursue civil action if Fr. Vader
violates the decree forbidding his presence on the property of Holy Name of Mary parish
and/or Sacred Heart mission.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021504

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato0

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Withdrawn]

Date:

March 14, 2004

On March 8, 2004, PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests spoke with
Mr. Patrick Reardon, civil attorney regarding his client Rev. Anthony Vader.
Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA informed Mr. Reardon of Fr. Vader's continual violation of

monitoring protocols and of the existing Decree forbidding Fr. Vader's presence at either
Holy Name of Mary or Sacred Heart mission. Fr. Kaczorowski also informed Mr.
Reardon of Cardinal George's ability to pursue civil action if Fr. Vader violates the
decree forbidding his presence on the property of Holy Name of Mary parish and/or
Sacred Heart mission.
Despite the fact that Mr. Reardon accused Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA of "threatening"
him with such information regarding Fr. Vader, he stated that he would contact Fr. Vader
regarding today's phone call.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021505
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ARCIIDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543

RIECEHVIED

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 80611

MAR 1 5 2004
Oft: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 842-4933

ARCHDIOCES' o
OFFICE OF PROFESSIO~AF CHICAGO
l RESPONSIBILITY

MEMO

To:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert
Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway
Mr. Jimmy Lago
Dr. Carol Fowler
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Reverend Thomas A. Tivy
Reverend Daniel A. Smilanic
Reverend Anthony Talarico
Reverend Edmund J. Siedlecki

From:

Reverend James T. Kaczorowski

Date:

March t S, 2004

Re:

Residents at Koenig Hall

Attached is a copy of the letter sent by Francis Cardinal George to each of the residents at
Koenig Hall, Cardinal Stritch Retreat House.

AOC 021507

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of !he Archbishop

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

March 15, 2004

Rev. Anthony J. Vader
P 0Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060
Dear Father Vader,
I would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the Most Reverend Raymond E.
Goedert will assume the responsibilities of interim monitor at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat
House, Koenig Hall, effective Tuesday, March 16, 2004. While he serves in this
capacity, Bishop Goedert will reside at the retreat house. I am deeply grateful to him for
accepting this responsibility at the present time. As this transition occurs, I also wish to
thank Father Anthony Talarico for having served in the capacity of monitor for the past
two or more years while, at the same time, performing his primary duties of administrator
at the retreat house.
Sometime within the next two weeks, Bishop Goedert, Father Jim Kaczorowski, my
Vicar for Priests, and Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator,
will meet with the residents at Koenig Hall as a group and review the contents of the
protocol. We are also inviting Father Talarico and Father Siedlecki to be present for this
meeting since there will be occasions when they will function as monitor in Bishop
Goedert's absence.
I am sorry this process is taking so much longer than I believed and expected it would. I
want to assure you of my prayers for you. Likewise, I ask that you pray for me. May this
season of Lent be a time of special blessing for you.
Sincerely, yours in Christ,

-=r~~k

Francis Cardinal George
Archbishop of Chicago

AOC 021508

Cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert
Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway
Mr. Jimmy Lago
Dr. Carol Fowler
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski
Reverend Thomas A. Tivy
Reverend Daniel A. Smilanic
Reverend Anthony Talarico
Reverend Edmund J. Siedlecki
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FAX
VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE
645 N. Michigan, Suite 543
Chicago, Illinois 60611
(312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

To:

~.~--/~

From:

c:::h.

~~

Fax Number:
Date:
Number of pages including cover sheet:_3_

MESSAGE:
URGENT _FOR YOUR REVIEW

REPLY ASAP __ COMMENT

Attached you will find a copy of the letter being sent to you by Cardinal George.
The original will reach you by mail. Be assured of my prayers for you.

Fraternally,

-

AOC 021510

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

March 19, 2004

I hope that this letter finds you doing well.
Enclosed you will find a draft report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev.
Anthony Vader. The report is based upon our meeting that took place on February 12,
2004.
I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy.
Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then
return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures are provided, a copy of
the final report will be forwarded to you and to
in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you return the enclosed
report with your changes by April 2, 2004. Please know that you may also respond by
April 2nd with a written request for a two-week extension to review the report, which then
I would ask that you return it to me by April 16, 2004. In the event that I do not receive a
response from you by April 2nd, I will assume that the draft report is accurate and I will
proceed forward with this matter.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312) 751-5205.
Sinc~ely,

.i

1!E!J!t<l~10Vi'. 7
Professional Responsibility Adrmrud
Enclosure

AOC 021511

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Review Board Meeting

Re:

Vader, Anthony (Withdrawn)

Date:

March 20, 2004

A summary of the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on March 20, 2004:
•
•
•

PRA and Fr. Smilanic provided an update on Fr. Vader
Fr. Vader's disregard for the Decree forbidding him to be present
Mary Parish
Fr. Vader's disregard for the instruction to not wear his collar

at

Sacred Heart/Holy Name of

AOC 021512

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, March 20, 2004-9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
MJNJJTES

Revision

Members absent:
Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

•

I.

PRA will have copies of the revised January 10, 2004 Meeting Minutes sent to all Board
members in the packets for the April 17, 2004 Review Board meeting.

Approval of Minutes -March 20, 2004
•

The Board approved the meeting minutes in a unanimous 5-0 vote.

II.

ID.

Case Reviews

AOC 021513

MINUTES
March 20, 2004
Page2

Second Sta e Review

D.

AOC 021514

MINlITES
March 20, 2004
Page 3

IV.

Otherl\'latters

•
PRA and Fr. Smilanic provided an update on Fr.
er
• Fr. Vader's disregard for the Decree forbidding him to be present at Sacred Heart/Holy
Name of Mary Parish
• Fr. Vader's disregard for the instruction to not wear his collar

•

•

•

Next scheduled meeting is April 17, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

AOC 021515

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSffillJTY REVIEW BOARD MEETING
Saturday, March 20, 2004- 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
AGENDA

I.

Approval of Minutes - February 21, 2004

II.

Update on decisions made by FEG from 2121104

III.

Case Reviews
Initial Reviews:
A.

Second Stage Reviews:
B.

ill.

Other Matters

•
•

Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003)-PFR-137

•
•
•
The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, April 17, 2004

AOC 021516
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Attorneys at Law

March 26, 2004

Fax (312)840-7900

Tw SerriteUa,.Esq.
Burke, Warren, MacKay & Seritella
330N. Wabash Street 22•F1oor
Chicaso, IL 6061 ~

Re:
Dear Mr. Serritella;

As per our telephone conversazion of March 25, 2004. lam informing you that this office
~reaents the lbovo referenced individuals with respect to their claims against the Chi~
ArchdiOQCSe for the.ab\Jse sustained at the hands ofFr. Vader. nus oftice has informed-that bo~ - a n d
have elected to remain with our finn for
representallon.
.
I await the tolling agreement that we have spoken about with respect to my five clients which you
have already received documentation on. Within the next few days I will be forwarding to you

our letter of introduCtion with respect to our sixth client,
If you have any q~tions or concerns, please do not hesitate to cx>niact my office.
Very truly yours.

AOC 021517

April 7, 2004
Page2

bee:

Reverend James.Kaczorowski (via facsimile)
Reverend Thomas Tivy (via facsimile)
John O'Malley (via facsimile)

4nt2004/l 0:55 AM/09891/002 721311:366/1

AOC 021518

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Legal Services
John C. O'Malley
Director

Tel: (312) 751-5379
Fax: (312) 751-5252
e-mail: jomalley@archdiocese-chgo.org

April 1, 2004
CONFIDENTIAL

RIECIEUVED

Mr. Michael J. Howlett, Jr.
Counsel to the State's Attorney
Richard J. Daley Center
69 West Washington Street, 32nd Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60602

APR 0 5 2004
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

RE:
Date of Birth: 1953 approximately
Date of alleged abuse: 1963 or 1964
Dear Mr. Howlett:
Please be advised the Archdiocese of Chicago has received an allegation f r o m currently 51 years of age, that an archdiocesan priest, Rev. Anthony Vader, sexually
abused her at St. Laurence School when she was in the 5th or 6th grade in 1963 or 1964. Fr.
Vader was assigned to the parish as an associate pastor from January 25, 1964 to January 30,
1968. The parish was located at 72nct and Dorchester in Chicago. The priest is retired and
withdrawn from ministry. The alleged abuse took place in Cook County Illinois. There is no
other information available at this time.
If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let
me know.
·

Very truly yours,

;/ 1)'#1/IA / /

c v/rfftlt~..-

o·Maney
Director of Legal Servi
JCOM:sm
cc:

Ms. Shauna Boliker
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Mr. James A. Serritella

SC:04SC059\Notification to State's Attorney Office re • • • •

AOC 021519
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

VIA FACSIMILE

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese Of Chicago

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Re:

Dear Ms. McCluskey:

-has

We are in receipt ofyo\U draft report.
instructed me to write and
inform you that she will need a two-week extension to complete her review of the draft
report. Accordingly, pursuant to the directives in your correspondence dated March 19,
2004, you will receive her written comments on your draft report no later than April 16,
2004. Thank you in advance for yol.U' continued cooperation and assistance.

Cc:

AOC 021521

Beth Eden Baptist Church
..~~ol-~'P~H
1ff2f Sod Loomi4 s~ f'Dti. ~ e. 1(/oote,s, s,,,.

St. )

~. 'J~ 60643

773-233-6953

pRev. Dr. Craig M. Jenkins

April 5, 2004

~.

&.s..td/t>....Richard Delaney

~.S:...../7-

Marilyn Austin

~"'~
Robert E. Wooten, Jr.
Suraioott (fM-.
Gailmarie Wooten-Ward

~~

Gregory H. Rush

Fr. Anthony Vader
Holy Name of Mary R. C. Church
11159 South Loomis
Chicago, IL 60643
Dear Father. Vader:
· Greetings in the name of our matchless Savior and Lord Jesus Christ, from
whom all blessings come. The family of Beth Eden Baptist Church, under
the leadership of Rev. Dr. Craig M. Jenkins, is excited about celebrating our
Pastor's Anniversary. On Sunday, May 2, 2004 at 11 :00 a.m., we will honor
our Pastor who has served Beth Eden and the Morgan Park community for
18 years.
We invite you to share with us in celebration. We are welcoming the Holy
Spirit to come in and have its' way. Our theme for this year's anniversary
will be "Walking In Faith."

It is our prayer that a message or a song, will bring souls closer to Christ.
We pray that hearts will be touched and lives will be saved as we celebrate
our Pastor on this special day.
Please contact
attendance for this spirit filled occasion.
I I

I

-

to confirm your

I

Pastor's Anniversary Chairpersons

Your Eminence:
Am I permitted· to be at this ervice? Before answering I should
tell you that I am expected to be in cassock and surplice (but
no~ sto~~~nd be ~n the platfor~. I will be the only Catho.ic
priest invited, since Rev. Jenkins has invited me to ot~her ceremonies and he and I have become friends.
I should respond
before the end of April. Thank you.

AOC 021522

BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

22ND FLOOR IBM Pt.AZA
330 NORTii WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, JLLINOlS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
PhCSIMlLE (312) 840-7900

www.burladaw.rom

]AMES A. SBRR.ITELLA
OIRBCT DIAl. Nt/MBEll

(3 tl) 840-7040
jam'imllt@burkeliw.oom

April 7, 2004
& U.S. MAIL

Re:

Dear-:
I am following up on your letter of March 26, 2004 regarding the above matter. I have passed
your correspondence on to Ms. Leah McCluskey, the Fitness Review Administrator of the Archdiocese
of Chicago. It is my understanding that she has been in contact with your client about this matter. As
you know, either you or your client can contact Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi (312-751-8293), Assistance
Minister of the Archdiocese, for therapy at the Archdiocese's expense from a licensed therapist.
Please direct any correspondence about the claim you arc pursuing to me.

Very truly yours,

~A-~
James A. Senitella

lj
cc:

Leah McCluskey (via facsimile)
Ralph Bonaccorsi (via facsimile)

4n/2004/IO:SS AM/09891/00272/31136611
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Mr. Michael H. Zimmer
April 7, 2004
Page2
bee:

Reverend James ~c:zorowski (via facsimile)
Reverend Thomas: Tivy (via facsimile)
John O'Malley (vid facsimile)

4/712()()411':18 PM/09S91/00334/31 ~99111
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

PATRICIA B. CARLSON
DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

(312) 840-7076

pcnrlson@S itterdinglaw .com

April 7, 2004

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

I Rev. Anthon Vader

DearWe represent the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole ("the Catholic Bishop"). I am
writing to confirm that the Catholic Bishop agrees that the running of any statute of limitations
applicable to
claim against the Catholic Bishop arising out of the allegations against
Rev. Anthony Vader, which has not already been barred by the statute of limitations applicable to •
~laim, shall be tolled as of March 15, 2004, which is the date that you first requested such
tolling. This tolling agreement shall last until December 15, 2004 (the period from March 15, 2004
until December 15, 2004 is the "Tolling Period"). Please be sure to understarid that we only represent
the Catholic Bishop and that we do not speak for or represent the accused priest.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, either party may terminate this Agreement by giving written
notice of termination of this Agreement to the other party by certified mail, return receipt requested.
The termination of this Agreement shall take effect thirty (30) days from the date the written notice is
deposited with the United States Postal Service by the notifying party.
The Tolling Period shall not be asserted or relied on in any way (whether in computing the
running of the time under any applicable statute of limitations or by way of laches or otherwise) by any
party in defense of any such claim, which may at any time hereafter be asserted against any party by
any other party. Apart from this specific tolling, the Catholic Bishop reserves all of its defenses,
including that of the statute of limitations, against any claims
may have against the
Catholic Bishop.
Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed, construed or otherwise interpreted as an admission
by any Party of the existence or validity of any claim by either party against the other party. You
agree, for your part, that
will not commence litigation against the Catholic Bishop
while this agreement remains in effect. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance
with the laws of the State of Illinois.
09891-272/312984/I

AOC 021525

'~

BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

April 7, 2004
Page 2

If you agree with the terms expressed in this letter, please sign it at the place indicated and
return it to me.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

311571.1
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

April 7, 2004
Page 3

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
Christopher Weiner
James A. Serritella, Esq.

311571.1
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

PATRJCJA

B. CARLSON

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

(312) 840-7076
pcarlson@Sitterdinglaw.com

April 7, 2004

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

Rev. Anthon Vader

Dear-:
We represent the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole ("the Catholic Bishop").
I am writing to confirm that the Catholic Bishop agrees that the running of any statute of
limitations applicable to
's claim against the Catholic Bishop arising out of the
allegations against Rev. Anthony Vader, which has not already been barred by the statute of
limitations applicable to - s claim, shall be tolled as of March 15, 2004, which is the
date that you first requested such tolling. This tolling agreement shall last until December 15,
2004 (the period from March 15, 2004 until December 15, 2004 is the "Tolling Period"). Please
be sure to understand that we only represent the Catholic Bishop and that we do not speak for or
represent the accused priest.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, either party may terminate this Agreement by g1vmg
written notice of termination of this Agreement to the other party by certified mail, return receipt
requested. The termination of this Agreement shall take effect thirty (30) days from the date the
written notice is deposited with the United States Postal Service by the notifying party.
The Tolling Period shall not be asserted or relied on in any way (whether in computing
the running of the time under any applicable statute of limitations or by way of laches or
otherwise) by any party in defense of any such claim, which may at any time hereafter be
asserted against any party by any other party. Apart from this specific tolling, the Catholic
Bishop reserves all of its defenses, including that of the statute of limitations, against any claims
may have against the Catholic Bishop.
Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed, construed or otherwise interpreted as an
admission by any Party of the existence or validity of any claim by either party against the other

311571.1

AOC 021528

. BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

April 7, 2004
Page 2

party. You agree, for your part, that
will not commence litigation against the
Catholic Bishop while this agreement remains in effect. This Agreement shall be construed and
enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois.
If you agree with the terms expressed in this letter, please sign it at the place indicated
and return it to me.

Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson
Agreed: _ __

311571.1
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· BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

April 7, 2004
Page 3

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
Christopher Weiner
James A. Serritella, Esq.

311571.1
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BURKE,

WARREN,

MAcKAY &

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA
330 NOJITH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, Il.UNOlS 60611-..Wll
TELEPHONe (31.2) 840-7000
FACSIM1L£ (312) 840.7900
]AMES

www.bur~law.com

A. S£1UUTELLA

DllUlCT Ow. NUMDBll

RECEIVED

(l 12) 840-7040
j&etlimlla@bwtehw.~om

April7,2004
VIA FACSIMILE

& U.S. MAIL

Re:

APR 0 7 2004
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO .
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Rev. Anthon Vader

I am following up on your letter of March 26, 2004 regarding the above matter. I have passed
your correspondence on to Ms. Leah McCluskey, the Fitness Review Administrator of the Archdiocese
of Chicago. It is my understanding that she has been in contact with your client about this matter. As
you know, either you or your client can contact Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi (312-751-8293), Assistance
Minister of the Archdiocese, for therapy at the Archdiocese's expense from a licensed therapist.
Please direct any correspondence about the claim you are pursuing to me.
Very truly yours,

lj
cc:

Leah McCluskey (via facsimile)
Ralph Bonaccorsi (via. facsimile)

4n/2004/l l :59 AM/098911002J3/3113S8/l
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Auxiliary Bishop Emerirus
Most Rev. Raymond E. Goeden

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, 111inois 60690-1979
(312) 337-5952
Fax: (312) 255-1019

MEMORANDUM:

RECEIVED
APR 2 I 2004

TO:

Cardinal George,..., ~

FROM:

Bishop Goederte:f/

RE:

Father Vader

DATE:

April 20, 2004

c;r-

ARCHDIDCE&M ~

DFRCE OF PRD~*l.--1.a!Jffl'

You had asked me to speak to Tony Vader about the report you received that he had been
celebrating Masses on the occasion of his meetings on Sundays with members of the
Filipino community. Tony acknowledged without hesitation that he did occasionally offer
Mass as part of the Holy Hour. He said the Masses were always celebrated in peoples'
homes, never in churches. He considered that to be "private" celebration, not "public".
I told Tony that I would consider such Masses to be public and, therefore, in violation of
the directives he had received. I asked him to write up the matter for your consideration.
Enclosed is his letter.
I also asked Tony about his wearing the collar. Kaz had told me that he received reports
that Tony was wearing the collar at the opera, etc. Kaz asked me to question Tony on this
matter. Tony's letter to you covers that point as well.
I am sending Kaz a copy of Tony's letter and this memo, as it might be necessary to spell
out for Tony exactly what is expected of him regarding these two issues.

Cc Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
P.S. I am enclosing Tony's letter on another issue-nainely, whether or not he can go to the
Beth Eden Baptist Church for the pastor's anniversary celebration. He would be expected
to be garbed in cassock and surplice. I presume you or Kaz will respond to Tony's request.

AOC 021533

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611
Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

MEMO

To:

Francis Cardinal George, OMI

From:

Rev. James T.

Date:

April 21, 2004

Re:

Rev. Anthony Vader

Kaczorowski~

Your Eminence, you requested my opinion regarding Father Tony Vader's invitation to
attend Rev. Dr. Craig M. Jenkins' anniversary celebration at Beth Eden Baptist Church
on May 2, 2004. Since three misconduct allegations in the black community have been
received concerning Father Vader, two of which were accepted as having reasonable
cause to suspect their occurrence, I have grave reservations of Tony attending the
aforementioned public celebration. He is expected to be attired in cassock and surplice
which would certainly identify him as a cleric. From my perspective, it would point Tony
out as a clerical participant in the celebration. Furthermore, it is possible that this event
may be written up in the parish newsletter, or in a neighborhood newspaper, accompanied
by pictures of the event mentioning names of clerics present for the celebration.
I spoke with Leah McCluskey who agrees with the above rationale for Father Vader not
appearing in clerical garb. I sense that if Tony is given the least bit ofleeway, he has a
tendency to extend it far beyond the limits.
Your Eminence, thank you for your consideration in this matter. God bless you in all you
do for us and the Archdiocese.

JK/maz

Cc:

Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway
Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert
Ms Leah McCluskey

AOC 021534

COPY

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

t.··. ·
~

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Iliinois 60690-1979

;

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

April 26, 2004
Rev. Anthony Vader
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
PO Box 455
Mundelein, IL 60060
Dear Fr. Vader,
I am writing this letter in regards to your Daily Log Forms that were forwarded to me by
Bishop Goedert and received on April 20, 2004.
While reviewing your logs, I noted that you were at Sacred Heart and Holy Name of
Mary on April 11, 2004 to pick up your mail. As both Fr. Kacz.orowski and I have
discussed with you in the recent past, the Decree signed by Cardinal George forbids you
to be present at either of the aforementioned parishes. If you are in need of assistance to
determine how to have your mail from Sacred Heart and Holy Name of Mary forwarded
to you, I suggest that you contact either Fr. Kaczorowski or myself so that we may
identify a solution.
As you know, I may be reached at [312] 751-5205 and Fr. Kaczorowski may be reached
at [312] 642-1837.
Sincerely,

~MfeDl{t~
Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Adm· istrato

Enclosure
Cc:

Bishop Raymond Goedert, Interim Monitor
Rev. James T. Kaczorowsk~ Vicar for Priests
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Attorney
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Sr. Francine Quillin, P.B.V.M., J.C.L., Canonical Advocate

'
AOC 021535

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces a memorandum to file prepared by Leah McCluskey, Administrator for the
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Responsibility, dated April 27, 2004,
summarizing Victim KE's allegation of sexual abuse by Fr. Anthony Vader. According to the
summary, Victim KE alleged that she was abused by Fr. Vader at Holy Cross parish in the early
1960s, when Victim KE was approximately 10-11 years old. The abuse occurred multiple times
over a period of approximately six months to a year and consisted of kissing and fondling over
and under the clothes. Victim KE also alleged that she witnessed Fr. Vader abusing another girl
at the time of Victim KE's abuse and that she was told by a third party in approximately 1990
that Fr. Vader had engaged in sexual intercourse with a minor. Victim KE alleged that she told
Fr.
in 1993 about her abuse by Fr. Vader, but did not follow his advice and report
the abuse.
Victim KE also provided an addendum to the summary with additional details of Victim KE's
interactions with Fr. Vader and Victim KE's disclosure of her abuse to a friend at a family event
in the early 1980s.

AOC 021536

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

COPY
PO. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-l 979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

April 29, 2004

Dear•••
Enclosed you will find a final report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev.
Anthony Vader. The report is based upon your revisions to the draft forwarded to you on
March 19, 2004. Thank you so much for your additions and changes.
Upon your review of the report, please provide your signature and date and return it to
me in the envelope provided.

in the interest of continuing to expedite this process, I ask that you return the
enclosed report by May 13, 2004. In the event that I do not receive any response from
you by May 13t\ I will assume that the final report is accurate and I will proceed forward
with this matter.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Enclosure

Cc:

Attorney

AOC 021537

c·c:.··~~,
...

CLERGY DAILY LOG
\

.

.,

~

The Office for Professional Fitness Review, pursuant to Article § 1104.4.3, is rc;W'onsible to "monitor programs for
treatment, rehabilitation or supervision of clerics ... "
/"'/
The Individual Specific Protocol for:

Fr. Anthon Vader

requires that you keep a "log" of your daily activities. The "Lo~"
is c mpleted daily and submitted to the
Administrator at the end of each month for review.
. 1 /)
.
.
'/

"-t..-()

()

-;) c C:':>

;:>

Pl ease fill in all time slots. Include place, phone, purpose of vi it/1ri activity (i.e. Spiritual ol.ction,
attach restaurant receipts, theater stubs, hotel receipts, etc.
TIME

PLACE

TELEPHQNE

~~
.

..

·'

u~

"\

PURPOSE

(If applicable)

7:00 - 8:00 A.M.
8:00-9:00
9:00 - 10:00
10:00-11:00
11 :00 - 12:00
12:00 - 1:00 P.M.
1:00-2:00
2:00 -3:00
3:00-4:00
4:00-5:00
5:00 -6:00
6:00- 7:00
7:00- 8:00
8:00-9:00
9:00 - 10:00
10: 00 - 11 :00

11 :00 - 7:00 A.M.

Client Signatur :

Date Received:
Rev. 6/6/03

Administrative Signature:

~-

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROfESSIOilAL nESPOllSIBILITY

lf (Ut (Olf
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MAY I 3 2004
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PADFESSIDNAl RESPONSIBILITY

May 13, 2004
VIA FACSIMlLE

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administtator

Archdiocese Of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Re:

Dear Ms. McCluskey:
We are in receipt of the revised draft report. The corrected version appears to be
in order with the exception of the noted changes. As we discussed, please do not
. All co~ should be directed to the
communicate directly with
undersigned. Finally, the addendum prepared b y - is to be attached to the report.
Thank you in advance for your continued cooperation and assistance.

Cc:

AOC 021539

05/13/2004

13:30
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RECEIVED
TRAVELNACATION NOTIFICATION

travel m~nitor]

1

has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of

V~[/\_.

[name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame.
[see attached correspondence]

..._..___ [name of cleric] must be in the

1.

ame of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations

presence of

and locations incom atible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.
2.

e of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the
activities and whereabouts of

;/Jffo-=

[cleric name] over

~ ~~~ J1--[aforementioned tin;e yame].

J

3. As previous«=d, the date of return to (/'

residence has been scheduled

[JV

's [cleric name]

f~ Co{ ') 6 e (aforementioned return date].

However, due to weather conlons or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be

AOC 021541

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

FiJe - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator

Re:

REV. ANTHONY VADER'S [WITIIDRAWNJ RESPONSE TO
ALLEGATDON OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT OF A MINOR MADE

BY
Date:

May 24, 2004

Date of Meeting:

May 24, 2004

Time of Meeting: 2:30pm

Present at Meeting
Rev. Anthony Vader
Mr. Patrick Reardon, civil attorney for Fr. Vader
Sr. Francine Quillin, canonical advocate for Fr. Vader
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

Face to Face Meeting
Mr. Patrick Reardon and Rev. Anthony Vader were in the waiting area of the Vicar for
Priests office upon PRA's arrival. Rev. James T. Kaczorowski invited
into the
conference room in the Vicar for Priests office, where Sr. Francine Quillin was available
for the meeting via speakerphone.

all

~meeting,

PRA presented Fr. Vader and Mr. Reardon with copies of
_........allegation of sexual misconduct against Fr. Vader. It was agreed
that PRA would forward a copy of the allegation to Sr. Francine.

After introductions were made, Fr. Vader and Sr. Fran.cine accepted PRA's offer to
explain the responsibilities of PRA and the Office of Professional Responsibility. PRA
also provided both with a brief explanation concerning the Review Board process
regarding matters of allegations of sexual misconduct. PRA agreed to forward Sr.
Francine a copy of §1 JOO Se·xual Abuse ofJl,finors: Policies for Education. Prevention.
Assistance to Victims and Procedures for Determination ofFitness for Ministry.

AOC 021542

RESPONSE- PFR-137
May 24, 2004

Page2

PRA then read to Fr. Vader the entire allegation made against him by
Upon
the conclusion of the allegation being read, Mr. Reardon asked that he, Fr. Vader, and Sr.
Francine be able to talk without PRA and Fr. Kaczorowski present in the room. PRA and
Fr. Kaczorowski left the conference room until invited back in by Mr. Reardon after
approximately 10 minutes.

Mr. Reardon offered a "general, absolute denial" on behalf of Fr. Vader in response to
-allegation. He added that if there were any additional information obtained
that there would be a written response forwarded to PRA. When prompted by Mr.
Reardon, Fr. Vader then responded to
allegation by stating that he "denies
everything [in the allegation] that has to do with sex." Fr. Vader denied any fondling,
touching, or any sexual rel~tions as alleged by - ·
Fr. Vader reviewed this report and his signature is a statement of agreement of the
accuracy of what he said is documented in this report. PRA and Fr. Kaczorowski met
with Fr. Vader, Mr. Reardon, and Sr. Francine [via speakerphone] at the Vicar for Priests
Office for approximately 45 minutes.

Rev. Anthony Vader

Date

Date

Date

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Patrick Reardon, Civil Attorney
Sr. Francine Quillin, Canonical Advocate

AOC 021543

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

COPY

Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 25, 2004
Rev. Anthony Vader
P.O. Box 455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
Dear Fr. Vacler,
Enclosed you will find a finalized copy of
allegation dated April 27,
2004. A copy of the report bas also been sent to your attorney, Mr. Patrick Reardon and
your canonical advocate, Sr. Francine Quillin.
If you have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely,

~U-+-~
Laura A. Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant
Enclosures

AOC 021544

copy

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 25, 2004

Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Mr. Reardon,
Enclosed you will find a finalized copy of
Anthony Vader.

allegation against Fr.

Ifyou have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely,

v?{~ c; _Zf-:.-D~
Laura A. Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant
Enclosures

AOC 021545

COPY

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312} 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 25, 2004
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
4300 Asbury Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52002-0497
Dear Sr. Francine,
Enclosed you will find a finalized copy o
allegation against Fr.
Anthony Vader. A copy of our policies and procedures is also enclosed for your
convenience.
lfyou have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

s~,

0~u.
Laura A. Neri-Palo
o
Administrative Ass· tant
Enclosures

AOC 021546

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, TUinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 25, 2004

Dear-,
Enclosed you will find a finalized copy of the report with all of the necessary signatures_
A copy of the report is also enclosed for your attorney.
If you have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely,

;(tuu.L a. ~-m~
Laura A. Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant
Enclosures

AOC 021547

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM
To:

Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

From:

Laura A. Neri-Palomino

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony (Withdrawn)~

Date:

May27, 2004

~p

Please sign and return report to this office at your earliest convenience.
Thank you.

Enclosure

AOC 021548

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

May 27, 2004
Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Mt. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle Street
Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
I want to thank you for taking the time to meet with Rev. James T. Kaczorowski and
myself last Friday.
Enclosed you will find a copy of the draft report written based upon our meeting that took
place on May 21, 2004, concerning
allegation of sexual misconduct
against you. Please make any changes necessary to ensure the accuracy of the report and
return it in the .enclosed envelope. If you feel that the report is accurate as written, please
sign and date the report on the appropriate lines and return it to me in the same manner.
Fr. Vader, I ask that you return the report to me by June 9, 2004 so that I may continue to
move this matter forward. Once I have a final copy of the report as indicated by the
appropriate signatures, I will return a copy to you for your records.
Please know that you may contact me at [312] 751-5205 with any questions or concerns.
Also know that your Vicar for Priests, Fr. Kaczorowski continues to be available to you
and may be reached at (312] 642-1837.

McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Adminis
Enclosure

Cc:

Sr. Francine Quillin, P.B.V.M., J.C.L., Canonical Advocate

AOC 021549

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, June 19, 2004 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
MINUTES

Members absent:

Non-members oresent:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

L

Approval of Minutes - May 15, 2004

II.

Case Reviews
Initial Review
A.

AOC 021550

MINl.ITES
Jtme 17, 2004

Page2

B.

C. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader [Retired/Withdrawn] - PFR - 137
The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation of sexual
misconduct made b y - . The claim is as follows: rubbing
-around the outside of vaginal area - fondling over and under clothing.

In a unanimous 6-0 vote, in light of the information presented the Board determined that
the infonnation at least seems to be true of an offense.

The Board also requested that PRA attempt to speak with mentioned by - i n her allegation.

the friend

AOC 021551

MINUTES
June 17, 2004

Page 3

G.

Next scheduled meeting is July 17, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel A Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

AOC 021552

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING
Saturday, June 19, 2004 - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
AGENDA

I.

ApprovalofMinutes-May 15, 2004

II.

Case Reviews

C.

In the Matter of Anthony Joseph Vacler (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003) - PFR-137
• Allegationmadeby-

Discussion with Cardinal Francis George, O.M.L

D.
Review for Cause:

E.
F.
G.

III.

Other Matters

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, July 17, 2004

AOC 021553

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM
To:

File-PFR-137

From:

Review Board Meeting

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn)-

Date:

June 19, 2004

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Review Board Meeting on June 19, 2004.
The Review Board conducted an Initial Review regarding the allegation of sexual misconduct made
by
The claim is as follows: rubbing
around the outside of
vaginal area - fondling over and under clothing.
In a unanimous 6-0 vote, in light of the information presented the Board determined that the
information at least seems to be true of an offense.

The Board also requested that PRA attempt to speak w i t h - , the friend mentioned by•
in her allegation.

AOC 021554

·.. .RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGr
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Responsibility Review Board
676 North St. Clair - Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION
The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on

--"'~'-"--V\e,
_ _1_t1-..•,--W
___O_L/____ to conduct a(n)
(enter date: month/day/year)

'cilnitial Review· D PFeliFAil'lat) Review 0 Review for Cause D Supplementary Review
DStatus Report
regarding the allegation of _ _
(enter name of alleged victim~
LA'!.
\ /~
against
~V. ~ ~OV\\.( \J~
(enter name of accused priest or deacon)
'\( ~-h '(,c.J.. { VV \ fu.-,:(,.VcMAJ""'-~ priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago / D a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago
(check one:)
0 an extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(check one.·>

(enter name of [Arch]diocese)

0 a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

0 a resigned priest or deacon o f - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (enter name of diocese or religious community)

0 a deceased priest or deacon o f - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - which claims as follows:_~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~-~~~~~~--~

Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one:)

\a(le information at least seems to be true of an offense.
Othe information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed.

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that
0 the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry.
0 the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending· inquiry.
0 the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry.

(check one:)

Review for Cause:
(check one:)

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that

0 there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one:)

D the priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
D no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.
The Board further recommends:

(p ...--Q

~~

hJ be. fVVt-c,
AOC 021555

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

]]]) lE C JR IE IE
Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Professional Responsibility Review
Board that information at least seems to be true that lReveireundl Aunll:llumy Vadleir engaged in
sexual misconduct wit~ a minor, I have concluded that this constitutes
information which "at least seems to be true" (c. 1717).
Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to lRevieirencl Andll:wrny
Vacleir.
Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint
Ms. lLealbl McChnslk.ey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms.
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717.
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm of law
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and
from any witnesses (cc. 1530 -1538 and 1547 -1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc.
1540- 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574- 1581), and to
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation.
In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does
nothing to harm Father Vader's name or to violate his right to protect his privacy.
After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written and oral report to
me and to the Professional Responsibility Review Board, no later than one hundred eighty days
from the date of this appointment. This report is to address the facts, circumstances, and
imputability concerning the alleged offense.
Given on June 21, 2004 at Chicago, Illinois.

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

AOC 021556

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 21, 2004
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 19,
2004 and conducted an Initial Review of
allegation of sexual misconduct
against Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Vader is a retired and withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago.
In light of the information presented, the Review Board unanimously determined that the
information at least seems to be true of an offense.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.
Sincerely,

~ ... ""
/IL~ µU~
~(.//Pfc~~-·-/
Leah McCluskey .
Professional Responsibility Administrator

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar

RECEH/IED

. .~RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
DFF1CE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPO/JS/8/UTY

AOC 021557

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

June 24, 2004
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Archdiocese of Dubuque
P.O.Box479
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-04 79
Dear Sr. Francine,
It has come to my attention that you might not have received copies of the interview
reports for
and
regarding allegations of
sexual misconduct of a minor against Fr. Anthony Vader.

I am also enclosing copies of Fr. Vaderis responses to these allegations against him.
If you have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205.

Sincerely,

/~c-~--~
Laura A. Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant
Enclosures

Cc:

Rev. Anthony Vader

AOC 021558

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

June 25, 2004
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611

RECE~VED

JUN 3 0 2004
.ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF FROFESSIDNAL RESPONSIBILITY

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of June 21, 2004, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago who is retired and withdrawn from public ministry, and the allegation made by
following the Initial Review conducted by the Professional Responsibility
Review Board on June 19, 2004.
In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept
the Board's determination that the information they received at least seems to be true that Father
Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor.
With this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an allegation of
sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against Father Vader. The terms of this
investigation are spelled out in the decree.

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Rrw-. fa c4_<M-cf ~

cµ_a;l.tf..

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

AOC 021559

ARCHDKXESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

---------,=c=:-G=-~-t=:=,..-1-=-~

,.,.
.···' .
.

Chicago, Illinois 60

-1979

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 2, 2004

Dear-

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Professional Responsibility Review Board
regarding your client
allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev.
Anthony Vader.
As per the Review Board, I am requesting to speak with

friend o f .
- a s referenced in her formal allegation against Fr. Vader. I ask that you discuss this
request w i t h - a n d if she agrees, I also ask for-contact information.

Thank you in advance for your continued cooperation with this process.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

McCluskey

Professional Responsibility

Cc:

~
Admi~or

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

--·
AOC 021560

Offi~

f

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
of Pro""iornli Rffipoo<ibilny

COPY
P.O. Box 1979

Chicag0, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 2, 2004

DearPlease be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on June 19,
2004 and conducted an Initial Review of your allegation of sexual misconduct against
Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review Process for Continuation
of Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's determination, in light of the information
presented that the information at least seems to be true of an offense.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be
available to you. They may be reached at [312] 751-8267.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Admini

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

,
AOC 021561

Olfi<e of

Profe~ionol

AR.CHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Re.pon<ibility

'

COPY
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Ulinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

July 2, 2004
Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Mr. Patrick G. Reardon
221 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional1i.!i!!
Rsponsibilit Review Board met on June 19,
allegation of sexual misconduct
2004 and conducted an Initial Review o
against you pursuant to Article §1104.8 o the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry.
The Cardinal has accepted the Board's determination, in light of the information
presented that the information at least seems to be true of an offense. If you have any
additional information regarding this matter, I ask that you forward it to my attention as
soon as possible.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
continues to be available to you. He may be reached at [312] 642-183 7.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Boa.rd
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Anthony Vader
Sr. Francine Quillin, P.B.V.M., J.C.L., Canonical Advocate

AOC 021562

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Tllinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File- PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired/Withdrawn]-

Date:

July 13, 2004

Administrato~

PRA received a phone message left on July 12, 2004 from

attorney

~f

•••lwas calling in response to PRA's July 2, 2004 letter requesting contact
information for
. had referred to
in her allegation of
sexual misconduct against Rev. Anthony Vader as a~other alleged victim of the cleric.

In the aforementioned phone message,
have any contact information for
indicating in the past that he did have -

Cc:

•••I

stated that neither he nor
apologized to PRA for possibly
contact information.

asked PRA to contact him with any additional questions.

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry

AOC 021563

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

<lmccluskey@archchicago.org>
7126104 2:22PM

One last request! I need a clean copy of the final report with signatures,
and the addendum prepared by
I believe you sent it and I ave it to
her. I did not keep a copy and she can't locate hers-so I don't want to ask her again. Please mail it to me at
Thanks again.

AOC 021564

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

..

Leah McCluskey
7/28/04 11 :18AM
Re:

Sorry for the delay in responding to your requests. I have forwarded your request to schedule a meeting
between and the Cardinal to Assistance Ministry [Mayra Flores, Ralph Bonaccorsi, Michael
Bland]. They are the correct people to assist you with that matter.

As for our legal counsel, here is the information:
John O'Malley
Director, Legal Services
155 E. Superior
Chicago, IL 60611
James Serritella
Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella
330 North Wabash Avenue
22nd Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60611-3607
Take care and my best to • • • •
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 191 O
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: 312.751.5205
Fax: 312.751.5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

>>> • • • • • • • • 07/26/04 09:17AM »>
Leah:
I hope all is OK with you. Just two quick questions. 1. What about
•••meeting with Cardinal George or receiving a letter from him? 2. Please
send me the names, telephone numbers and addresses of the General Counsel and
your outside counsel. Thanks.

AOC 021565

IR!EC!E~V!ED

TRAVELNACATION NOTIFICATION

AUG 1 3 2004
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

-·vrad rnrame of cleric] has informed this office that he will be tra~mm: tlllJFEss10NAL RESPONSIBILITY

_____...-l-...................

ft@~:

Anthony

e

lorado

--""'"""-~===-~~~~

Aug

t
QQ [return date].
8 ep . 3 ' 2 4

[departure date] through

2004

24,

[destination address and contact phone number] from

Rev. Anthony Vader

[name of cleric] will be monitored by
[name of

[name of travel monitor].

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility ofveri~ying the location and activities of
Rev

Anthony

Va de I[name of cleric) during the aforementioned time frame.
[see attached correspondence]

1. Contacts with minors by Rev. A. J. vader [name of cleric] must be in the
e of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations

presence o

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.
[name. of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the

Vader

3. As previously noted, the date ofreturRt~ev .AJVader

residence has been scheduled for

s 9 pt

's [cleric name]

3, 2004 [aforementioned return date].

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be
at [312] 751-5205.

Cleric Signature:

Da~:

14 August •• 2004

PRA Signature:
A copy of this document will be provided to the cleri Th original will be placed in the cleric's file
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy · be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar
for Priests' Office.

•\

...

AOC 021566

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

Professional Responsibility Review Board
Saturday, September 18, 2004 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

MINJITES

Corrected

Members absent:
None

f\

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA]tJ
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

L

Approval ofMinutes - July 17, 2004

IL

Case Reviews

AOC 021567

MINUTES
September 18, 2004
Page2

B.

c.

AOC 021568

MINlITES
September 18, 2004
Page 3

AOC 021569

MINUfES
September 18, 2004

Page4

C. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader [Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003

The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause regarding the allegation of sexual
misconduct made b y - The claim is as follows: r u b b i n g ~ound the outside of vaginal area - fondling over and under clothing.
In an 8-0 vote, in light of the information presented the Board determined that there is
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.

UL

Other Matters

•

•

•

and_

This was the final Board meeting for members - a n d
as their
terms ended~ber 2004. There will be a luncheon after the November 20, 2004
meeting for _ _
to be attended by all Board members, Fr. Smilanic,
andPRA

Next scheduled meeting is October 16, 2004 at 9:00 am.
Cc:

Review Board Members
Rev. Danie) A Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

AOC 021570

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING
Saturday, September 18, 2004

AGENDA
I.

Approval of Minutes - July 17, 2004

II.

Case Reviews
Initial Review:
A

B.

c.

Review for Cause:

A

B.

C.

In the Matter of Anthony Joseph Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003)-PFR-137

•

ill.

Allegationmadeby-

Other Matters

The next scheduled Board Meding is for Saturday, October 16, 2004

AOC 021571

\RCHDIOCESE OF CHICAG,,..

----------------

---------------~

(312)751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
Hotline: 1-800-994-6200

Professional Responsibility Review Board
676 North St. Clair- Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 60611

RECORD OF CASE DISPOSITION

vt ' (<& I olf

The Professional Responsibility Review Board met on

to conduct a(n)

(enterdae.: monttlid;}li}l08r)

O Initial Review 0 Preliminary Review ~eview for Cause 0 Supplementary Review
0 Status Report
regarding the allegation of _ _ __
(check one:)

against

----------'lh;W.en....llte.....:r:rtw....!..am....!..e..X.O.!:.a.L.~L.::~=!-V:-IC-lm...i..~=..::::3.ql(l'-h'-.~-->L~'-"--='----------
(enter name of accused priest or deacon)

~ priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago

0 a deacon of the Archdiocese of Chicago
Dan extern priest or deacon of the (Arch)diocese of ____________

(check one:)

(enter name of [Arch]diocese)

0 a religious priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of religious community)

0 a resigned priest or deacon of __________________
(enter name of diocese or religious community)

Initial Review: In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that
(check one:)

0 the information at least seems to be true of an offense.
0 the information does not seem to be true of an offense and the file should be closed.

If the information at least seems to be true of an offense, the Board recommends that
0 the safety of children requires the immediate withdrawal of the accused from ministry.
D the accused may remain in ministry with monitoring and restrictions pending inquiry.
0 the accused may remain in ministry without monitoring or restrictions pending inquiry.

(check one:)

Review for Cause:
(check one:)

In light of the information presented, the Review Board determined that

\rl'~ere is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. ·
ffihere is not reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
0 there is insufficient information to make a finding of reasonable cause.

If there is a finding of reasonable cause to suspect, the Board recommends that
(check one:)

~e priest or deacon be immediately withdrawn from ministry (or that his withdrawal from
ministry continue) and that restrictions and monitoring be imposed in accord with
Archdiocesan policies and procedures.
0 no further action be taken because the accused priest is resigned or deceased, except
to provide appropriate outreach to those affected by the alleged misconduct.

O
_ __,._lAM........._......Ci\Al\..........._-'-"-1wv;:..,.,:.,,,.;:....:ltJlA~=~-------

The Board further recommends: ___i=--/
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

..

·: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :· : : : : : : : : :· · · · · · · · · :.:~~9~.:j·::I

9/22/04 9:07 AM
Re:•••••

I did get your message--sorry I was not able to write to you yesterday. The Board met this past Saturday
[9/18), where
allegation against Fr. Vader was presented for a final [Review for Cause)
review. Once I receive a decision from the Cardinal, you will be receiving a letter from my office
regarding the Cardinal's final decision.

Take care,
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 191 O
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: 312.751.5205
Fax: 312.751.5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

>>><II•••

> 09/21 /04 10:06PM »>
Dear Ms. McClusky:
Please get back to me regarding the voicemail I left for you on Monday,
Sept. 20, 2004, regarding a letter from, or meeting with Cardinal George.
Thank you in advance for your continued cooperation.

AOC 021573

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

September 23, 2004
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on September
18, 2004 and conducted a Review for Cause of
allegation of sexual
misconduct against Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Vader is a retired and withdrawn priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
The Board determined that in light of the information presented, there is reasonable cause
to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. It is also recommended that Fr. Vader's
withdrawal from ministry continues and that his restrictions and monitoring continue to
be imposed in accord with Archdiocesan policies and procedures.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Professional Responsibility Administ

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests

r.·

.·

.~

.·.

"<;';L;;.:1J
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

October 6, 2004
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair St.
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of September 30, 2004 in
response to your letter of September 23, 2004, regarding the matter of Revereni!ll Anthmny
Vader? a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who is withdrawn from public ministry,
This
and the allegations of sexual misconduct that were made against him by
matter was discussed by the Professional Responsibility Review Board on at their regular
meeting of September 18, 2004.
I accept the Review Board's determination that there is reasonable cause to suspect that
Father Vader engaged in acts of sexual misconduct with a minor. I agree that he should continue
to be prohibited from exercising public ministry and that his monitoring protocols should remain
as stated.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

q-~(_Ll,,h
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

tEcclesiastical
R~)~cl!d
Notary
'iA),

cc:

Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. Jolm C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

..

·-- .....
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

October 11, 2004
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
4300 Asbury Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52002-0497
Dear Sr. Francine,
Enclosed you will fin~thony V acier's response to allegation of sexual
misconduct made by~

If you have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205.
Sincerely,

~~Cf-~-~
Laura A. Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant
Enclosure

;.·
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312} 751-5279

October 14, 2004
Rev. Anthony Vader
P.O. Box 455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on September
18, 2004 and conducted a Review for Cause regarding
allegation of
sexual misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the
information presented, there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct
occurred.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that Rev. James T. Kaczorowski continues to be
available to you. He may be reached at the Vicar for Priests office at [312] 642-1837.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Patrick Reardon, Attorney
Sr. Francine Quillin, P.B.V.M., J.C.L., Canonical Advocate
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-19 79
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

October 14, 2004

DearPlease be advised that the Professional Responsibility Review Board met on September
18, 2004 and conducted a Review for Cause regarding your allegation of sexual
misconduct against Rev. Anthony Vader, a retired and withdrawn priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago, pursuant to Article § 1104. 9 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the
information presented, there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct
occurred..
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the Office of Assistance Ministry continues to be
available to you. They may be reached at [312] 751-8267.
Sincerely,

~-f!!db~k
Professional Responsibility Administr. tor

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM
To:

File-PFR-137

From:

Review Board Meeting Minutes

Re:

Vader, Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn),,_

Date:

October 18, 2004

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on
September 18, 2004:
The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause regarding the allegation of sexual misconduct made
by
. The claim is as follows: rubbing
around the outside of
vaginal area - fondling over and under clothing.
In an 8-0 vote, in light of the information presented the Board determined that there is reasonable
cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.
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CODE OF CONDUCT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

Parish/School/Agency
DATE

[

/,,ec P

.2rce4~ ~af'

I have received a copy of the CODE OF CONDUCT FOR CHURCH
PERSONNEL. I have read and understand the Code of Conduct, and I
agree to abide by it. I have also read and understand the "Measu.res to
Aid Observance of the Code of Conduct" and the "Practical
Suggestions" and will employ them to help me observe the code of
conduct. A violatio of ·s code can result in di ciplinary action, up to
and including ter inatio nd/or removal fro
inistry.

~

Signature'
Print Name
Position

x~rchdiocesan

o Extern

o Religious Community _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
The signed Code of Conduct Acknowledgement Form shall be kept in
personnel files at the Pastoral Center. Please return the
acknowledgement form to:
Archdiocesan Priests:
Office of the Chancellor
Archdiocese of Chicago
155 E. Superior
Chicago, IL. 60611

Religious/Extern Priests:
Rev. Jeremiah Boland
Archdiocese of Chicago
, _... 155 E. Superior
~1

.\,,·~

~:··,;u,
~i
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Resurrection Parish
4300 ASBURY ROAD
DUBUQUE, IOWA 52002
319-556-7511

RECEIVED

NOV 0 I 2004
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

6 October 2004
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
PO Box 1979
Chicago IL 60690-1979
Dear Leah:
I apologize for the fact that I have just come across these signed mandates, and realized that evidently I never sent them to you. I don't know how many copies you need for the various files
there, but I had three originals done at the time.
Hopefully it helps to senate the files!
Thank you for all the work you do, and for your gracious efforts at keeping all of us informed
about these cases as things arise. It is a very big responsibility, but you shoulder it well.
Sincerely,

Francine Quillin, PBVM
Enc.

AOC 021581

RECEIVED

OCT 2 6 2004

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Office of the Archbishop

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 606~1979

October 27, 2004

Dear
Thank you for sharing your good memories and experiences of Father Anthony
Vader. I am sure you areJl.ware that over the last few years the Church clearly stated that
our children should never be at risk regarding sexual misconduct. Father Vader has been
withdrawn from active ministry due to the fact that there is at least one substantial
allegation of sexual misconduct leveled against him. Until the canonical process is
completed, I cannot share with you Father Vader's future status and possible return to
active ministry.
Let us please pray for all victims who were abused by our clergy as children, as
well as their families, so that healing may continue to occur. I regret that I am not able to
relay better news to you concerning Father Vader. In the meantime, let us remember him
mprayer.
God bless you and your family.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Cc:

Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator
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MANDATE

RECEIVED
I, the undersigned,

NOV 0 1 2004
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Reverend Anthony Vader
do name and establish

Francine Quillin PBVM, JCL
as my Procurator-Advocate for the purpose of my recourse against any administrative or hierarchical
processes and/or decrees initiated against me within the Archdiocese of Chicago, and before any
Tribunal which may be assigned to hear my cause.
I give her the power to act and discharge in her own name all the necessary and useful acts for the

process of the ca e or causes.

Date

4 - 4 - 0-3

This mandate was signed in my presence on
Date

r&!' I 4~J

Ecclesiastical Notary

(/

I hereby accept appointment as the Procurator-Advocate for Rev. Anthony Vader.

Signature
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RECEIVED
TRAVELNACATION NOTIFICATION

-~-----?i_L&_~

NOV ®41 ?nnll
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
DFFJCf.DF PROFESS

name of cleric] has informed this office that h will be tr ave1mg to

-

[name oftravel monitor].

'?....... cq,~,, f!A

[name of

travel m?/itor] has accepted the responsibility ofveri~ying the location and activities of

t/~

[name Of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame.

"

1.

[name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations

presence of

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.
2.

[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the
activities and whereabouts of

YaJ(/2_,

[cleric name] over

[aforementioned time frame].
3. As previously noted, the date of return to

~

fa/6 Lf'

residence has been scheduled for I :1

6

's [cleric name]

[aforementioned return date].

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be

AOC 021584

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Legal Services

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

John C. O'Malley
Director

Tel: (312) 751-5379
Fax: (312) 751-5252
e-mail: jomalley@archchicago.org

November 16, 2004

RECEIVED
Confidential

NOV l 9 2004

Mr. Michael J. Howlett, Jr.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Counsel to the State's Attorney
Richard J. Daley Center
69 West Washington Street
Chicago, Illinois 60602
Dear Mr. Howlett:

Pursuant to your request, enclosed are copies of Individual Specific Protocols applicable to priests
of the Archdiocese for whom the Archbishop has detennined there is reason to suspect that the individual
priest may have engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. The priests are:

Rev. Anthony Vader
Please note I have deleted information related to therapy and spiritual direction for the reason of
confidentiality. Further,~ader have ·not signed the protocol, upon advice of
canonical counsel, but I~McCluskey that they comply with the restrictions.

If you have any questions, please let me know.
Very truly yours,

~f:t!v~_..,,,,..--._
Director of Legal Services
JCOM:sm
Enclosures
cc:

Rev. Edward D. Grace
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski
Ms. Leah McCluskey

•

SCDirs\03SC096\JCOM Cover letter for Individual Specific Protocols
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

PATRICIA

B.

CARLSON

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

(3I2) 840-7076

pcarlson@burkelaw.com

November 17, 2004
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

Rev. Anthon Vader

Pursuant to your November I 0, 2004 letter, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a
corporation sole ("the Catholic Bishop") agrees to extend the tolling agreement set forth in its
April 7, 2004 letter to you until March 15, 2005 (the period from March 15, 2004 until March 15,
2005 will now be called the "Tolling Period"). The other terms set forth in the April 7, 2004
letter remain in place.
Please call if you have any questions about this.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

335596.1

AOC 021586

... ?•

-·BURKE, WARREN,

MACKAY &

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

November 17, 2004
Page 2

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith
James A. Serritella, Esq.

335596.1
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

PATRICIA

B.

CARLSON

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORITf WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

(312) 840-7076
pcarlson@burkelaw.com

November 17, 2004
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

I Rev. Anthon Vader

Dear••••
Pursuant to your November 10, 2004 letter, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole
("the Catholic Bishop") agrees to extend the tolling agreement set forth in its April 7, 2004 letter to you
until March 15, 2005 (the period from March 15, 2004 until March 15, 2005 will now be called the
"Tolling Period"). The other terms set forth in the April 7, 2004 letter remain in place.
Please call if you have any questions about this.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

AOC 021588

I,,.,
I

.A.

BURI<E, WARREN,

MACKAY &

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

November 17, 2004
Page 2

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. Jam es Kaczorowski
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
Christopher Weiner
James A. Serritella, Esq.

09891-2721336036/1
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.

i

.. t'

....

The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of protecting minors. Additionally,
the ISP protects the integrity of the Church and serves as a safeguard for individual priest or deacon. As
long as the cleric is a client of the Office of Professional Responsibility, he will be subject to appropriate
protocols, restrictions and monitoring Under the authority of the Vicar for Priests and supervised by the
Professional Responsibility Administrator (PRA); please refer to protocol number 15. The agreement of
a priest or deacon to abide by these protocols is not understood to prove the truth of any allegation and is
not intended to be an admission of guilt for any delict or crime, whether in Canon Law, or State and
Federal Law. This agreement represents the cooperation of the cleric with his bishop as he exercises his
pastoral office (e.g., Canons 369 and 392).
This lSP for
1.

Ar*ttofl"( V;Mk~. .i/"'

is as follows (PRA to initial all that apply):

;("))Restricted from being alone with minors (anyone under the age of 18) without the presence

~other responsible adult.

2.

....

..),

4.

5.

~-·

he "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the monitor. The
100 1s a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the priest/deacon, the monitor and the
Archdiocese. Although it lists all time periods, it is intended to provide an accurate record of the
day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-campus activity, please include the
place, the general purpose of the visit/trip/activity (e.g. Spiritual Direction, therapy), and the
telephone number only if it is a private residence. (For example, it is enough to indicate that you
did personal shopping rather than the name, location and telephone number of each individual
s/\\) If your self-description is challenged, some documentation/verification may be requested.

!:;}. Abide by the assignment ofresidence to

&u·~it1vytl

~tYI f-ot1

W .uJ- livi1se

AOC 021590

• •
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,

'!'!

~-/'

,

'

6.

@ No inappropriate use of computers, software, Internet capabilities. communications tools or
v1aeo technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees will apply.

7.

tf::Jl "ust complete and submit the "TravelNacation Agreement", and obtain concurrence with
~;eement, prior to a scheduled departure.

8.

iJJ No

ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other

9.

~am.ent or Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests.

10.

Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a
t/deacon who has canoniCal faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the
'clerical shirt').

r 1.

12.

IJ.

14.

15

16.

Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve consultation with the cleric, his monitor,
the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PRA, or the VP can initiate the discussion for
change or alteration, and at the discretion of any of the parties, his legal and/or canonical counsel
may be involved.
·

I have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols.

Signed:
Printed N a m e : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Signature of PRA: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - D a t e : - - - - - - - - - Signature of VP: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D a t e : - - - - - - - - - -
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

MEMORANDUM

To:

File

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator{)

Re:

Monitoring

Date:

November 30, 2004

PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests traveled to the Cardinal Stritch
Retreat House on November 29, 2004 and met with Rev. Edward Siedlecki. Fr. Siedlecki
resides at the Retreat House.
Due to the fact that Rev. Anthony Talarico will be on vacation from November 29, 2004
through December I 0, 2004, he will be unable to fulfill his duties as on-site monitor for
those men who have been withdrawn from active ministry as a result of allegations of
sexual misconduct. Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA met with Fr. Siedlecki to ask if he would
agree to act as on-sit monitor while Fr. Talarico is on vacation.
Fr. Siedlecki stated that he would act as monitor in Fr. Talarico's absence. PRA then
went over the duties of on-site monitor with Fr. Siedlecki at his own request. Fr.
Siedlecki was also agreeable to contacting Fr. Kaczorowski and/or PRA in the event of
any of his awareness of any clear disregard/violation of the stated monitoring protocols.
Fr. Siedlecki shared with Fr. Kaczorowski and PRA his own current medical issues. It
was agreed that in the event that Fr. Siedlecki would not be able to fulfill the role as
monitor due to a medical emergency, he will contact either Fr. Kaczorowski or PRA.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
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RECEIVED
TRAVELNACATION NOTIFICATION

~d.,-$.M~~nt;Z!tua.4i~--

~' o;;:.

[departure date]

DEC I O 2004

[destination address and contact phone number] from

through~ o.L [return date].

name of travel mo

[name of

travel m/~] has accepted the resp.onsibi~ty of verifying t~e loca~on and activities of

Y~

[name of clenc] dunng the aforement10ned ttme frame.

..

I.

presence of

[name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.
2.

[name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the
activities and whereabouts of

-8"~Jt::41'

,,~

[cleric name] over

[aforementioned time frame].

3. As previously noted, the date ofretum to
residence has been scheduled for/

Jre

~!?-'s [cleric name]
2 ao.>fafurementioned return date].

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be

Cleric Signature·

PRA Signature:
A copy of this document will be provided to the cleric. The original will be placed in the cleric's file
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy will be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar
for Priests' Office.
·
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

December 17, 2004
Rev. Anthony Vader
P.O. Box455
Mundelein, Illinois 60060
Dear Fr. Vader,
I am writing this letter in regards to the Travel/Vacation Notification form that you sent
to my attention and that I received on December IO, 2004.
As you may recall from your trip last year to the Philippines, I am unable to sign off on
the enclosed notification until you have been able to provide the following:
1. The exact dates of your trip.
2. The locations/towns that you will be staying in throughout the duration of your trip
and the corresponding dates.
3. The names of the rectories/hotels/etc. that you will be staying in with the appropriate
contact information for them, such as the phone numbers and/or addresses.
4. The contact information for your identified monitors [
~. such as a phone number.
Once you have been able to provide us with the requested information, letters will be sent
from the Archdiocese of Chicago to the appropriate bishops in the Philippines and to the
President of the National Episcopal Conference of the Philippines to notify each of your
status as a retired and withdrawn priest in this diocese, as well as to notify them that you
are unable to present yourself as a cleric and/or celebrate mass publicly. This action is
required of us by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Charter and Norms.

If you have any questions, please.contact me at [312] 751-5205 or Rev. James
Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests at [312] 642-1837.

<14..

7·j:·/

r;

~r

Rev
Kaczorow
Vicar for Priests
Enclosure

AOC 021594

DEC 2 1 2004

Holy Narne of Mary Church

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

11159 SOUTH LOOMIS STREET• CHICAGO. ILLINOIS G0643 • AREA CODE 773 • 238-6800

20 Decemver, 2004
Dear

Ms. Leah McCluskey:

With regard to my travel/vacation notification, I filled it out
as the form requested. Now I find out that you want more
information, which I wil try to give you.

is

live at
City, Philippines.
•••••land

If you did not know, Makati is a suburb of Manila. When I first
went to th Philippines, Makati was a series of rice fields.
Now
it is the Business center of the nation.

I will be with the
family on both my travel to the
Philippinwa We will fly togethei both,ways. We will leave
Chicaqo on Januarty 1 2b&5and return to Chicaqo on March 31,
2005 .. They have accepted the responsibilitv for me while in
the Philippines.

r

I do not plan to travel in the Philippines atthis time.
I may
go to Real, in the Quezon Province to bring some of the money the
Filipino community has qiven me to assist all those families
who lost homes, family members, possessions, etc. during the
recent land slides as noted in the US newspapers. Other than
that I will enoy thewrmth of Manila until wereturn to Chicaqo
on March 31, 2005. The trip is Real is a one day trip.11111111
will be with me or know where I am on such a trip.
I answered a11 the questions on the travel/vacations form, but
apparently these did not satisfy.
If more information is needed,
then perhaps! can assist you in rewritinq the Travel Notification
Please let me know what help you need.
Blessed and Merry Christmas.
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676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, IL 6061 t

1-800-994-6200

Fal( (312)751-5279

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET
FROM:

'l'O:

Rev. Danie.I Smilanic
Tribunal

Laui-a A. Neri-Palomino

OJ\TE:

1•1\X NUMlJBR:

1/3/05

31.2-751-8314
J•J!ONJ:I. NtJMnl?.R.:

(0TAL NO. OF PAGl'.'·5 TNCLUDlNC C()VT:r.R;

312-751-8206
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RT::.:

T'J.TONI', NUMB.ER:

Letter dated December 20, 2004

312-751-5206

DcoPrns ATTACHED

D l'J..EASil REvlEw

D SJ:::E

DPLEASF. PROVIDi::: copy

ATT,\CHED

[J APPROVAL NEEDED

0

D l:'LEAS.B coMMEN'r

FOR YOUR rNFOR.MATION Drir,EASE SIGN/RETURN

Fr. S.n:Ul.anic,

Leah asked that I forward you a c::opy of this lette.t ASAP.

Laura

Attachment

AOC 021596

From:
To:

Leah McCluskey

Date:
Subject:

1/12/2005 7:34:55 AM
Re:
Rev. Anthony Vader

Dear•.
Thank you for your e-mail-11~11111~·················· Mr. O'Malley's
direct phone number is [312) 751-5379.
Please send my best to

•••I

as I wish and pray for her continued healing.

Peace,
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 191 O
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: 312.751.5205
Fax: 312.751.5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

>>> <. . . . . . . . 01/12/05 3:00AM »>
Leah:
Here is the letter I sent to Mr. O'Malley. When my AOL was down I tried
to send you an e-mail, but I'm not sure you received it. Please send me his
telephone#. What ever happened to the apology letter from, and meeting with
the Cardinal? (I know the settlement demand is a bit on the high side given
other resolutions, but she is upset that the apology didn't happen. It would
help her tremendously with achieving closure! Please pass this to Mr. O'Malley

lil•••••llli•••••••lllilll

and ask him to RSVP to me ASAP.
• • • • • • • I personally appreciate all you've done--thank you
sincerely. Yours in Christ,
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

PATRICIA B. CARLSON

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORTI-1 WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

DIRECT DIAL NlJ.\1BER

(312) 840-7076
pcarison@burkelaw.com

March 15, 2005
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

Rev. Anthon Vader

Dear
Pursuant to your March 15, 2005 request, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole
("the Catholic Bishop") agrees to extend the tolling agreement set forth in its April 7, 2004 letter to
you, and extended in its November 17, 2004 letter, until April 15, 2005 (the period from March 15,
2004 until April 15, 2005 will now be called the "Tolling Period"). The other terms set forth in the
April 7, 2004 letter and the November 17, 2004 letter remain in place.
Please call if you have any questions about this.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

AOC 021598

BURI<E, WARREN,

MACKAY &

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

March 15, 2005
Page 2

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.

Rev. Jrunes Kaczorowski
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith
James A. Serritella, Esq.

349690.1
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BURKE,

PATRICIA

WARREN,

B. CARLSON

MACKAY &

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

DIRECT DIAi. NUMBER

(3I2) 840-7076

pcarison@burkeiaw.com

March 15, 2005
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

Rev. Anthon Vader

DearPursuant to your March 15, 2005 request, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation
sole ("the Catholic Bishop") agrees to extend the tolling agreement set forth in its April 7, 2004
letter to you, and extended in its November 17, 2004 letter, until April 15, 2005 (the period from
March 15, 2004 until April 15, 2005 will now be called the "Tolling Period"). The other terms
set forth in the April 7, 2004 letter and the November 17, 2004 extension remain in place.
Please call if you have any questions about this.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

09891-233/34968611
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..
BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

March 15, 2005
Page 2

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith
James A. Serritella, Esq.
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BURKE, WARREN,

PATRICIA

B.

CARLSON

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

(312) 840-7076

pcarlson@burkelaw.com

March 31, 2005
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

I Rev. Anthon Vader

DearPursuant to your request, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole ("the Catholic
Bishop") agrees to extend the tolling agreement set forth in its April 7, 2004 letter to you, and extended
in its November 17, 2004 and March 15, 2005 letters, until June 15, 2005 (the period from April I,
2004 until June 15, 2005 will now be called the "Tolling Period"). The other terms set forth in the
April 7, 2004 letter and the November 17, 2004 and March 15, 2005 extensions remain in place.
Please call if you have any questions about this.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

AOC 021602

"' ... BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C.
'f
March 31, 2005
Page2

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith
James A. Serritella, Esq.

351447.1
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
PA TRICIA B. CARLSON

www.burkelaw.com

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

(312) 840-7076

pcarlson@burkelaw.com

March 31, 2005
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

I Rev. Anthon Vader

DearPursuant to your request, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole ("the
Catholic Bishop") agrees to extend the tolling agreement set forth in its April 7, 2004 letter to
you, and extended in its November 17, 2004 and March 15, 2005 letters, until June 15, 2005 (the
period from April 1, 2004 until June 15, 2005 will now be called the "Tolling Period"). The
other terms set forth in the April 7, 2004 letter and the November 17, 2004 and March 15, 2005
extensions remain in place.
Please call if you have any questions about this.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

351444.1

AOC 021604

BURJ<E, WARREN, MACKAY

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

,..-~/'

March 31, 2005
Page2

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith
James A. Serritella, Esq.
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)
BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C.
22ND FLOOR

IBM PLAZA

330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
PATRICIA

B.

CARLSON

www.burkeiaw.com

DIRECT DIAL NIJMBER

(J 12) 840-7076

pcarlson@burkclaw.com

June 22, 2005
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

I Rev. Anthon Vader

Dear••••:
Pursuant to your request, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole ("the Catholic
Bishop") agrees to extend the tolling agreement for the above matter set forth in its April 7, 2004 letter
to you, and extended in its November 17, 2004, March 15, 2005, and March 31, 2005 letters, until
December 15, 2005 (the period from March 15, 2004 until December 15, 2005 will now be called the
"Tolling Period"). The other terms set forth in the April 7, 2004 letter and the November 1'.7, 2004,
March 15, 2005 and March 31, 2005 extensions remain in place.
Please call if you have any questions about this.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

AOC 021606

)

BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

June 22, 2005
Page 2

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Rev. Edward Grace
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith
James A. Serritella, Esq.

360751.1
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

PATRICIA

B.

CARLSON

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

DIRECT DIAL NtJM BER

(312) 840-7076
pcarlson@burkclaw.com

June 22, 2005

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

Rev. Anthon Vader

Dear-:
Pursuant to your request, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole ("the Catholic
Bishop") agrees to extend the tolling agreement for the above matter set forth in its April 7, 2004 letter
to you, and extended in its November 17, 2004, March 15, 2005, and March 31, 2005 letters, until
December 15, 2005 (the period from March 15, 2004 until December 15, 2005 will now be called the
"Tolling Period"). The other terms set forth in the April 7, 2004 letter and the November 17, 2004,
March 15, 2005 and March 31, 2005 extensions remain in place.
Please call if you have any questions about this.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

AOC 021608
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

June 22, 2005
Page 2

bee

John C. O'Malley, Esq.
Rev. James Kaczorowski
Rev. Edward Grace
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith
James A. Serritella, Esq.

360754.1
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

MEMORANDUM

To:

File

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administratog

Re:

Department of Children and Family Services [DCFS] Investigations

Date:

July 9, 2005

PRA spoke with Ms. Yvonne Gillie-Wallace, DCFS investigator via phone on June 22,
2006. The phone call began discussion a different matter. Ms. Gillie-Wallace then
expressed her need to speak with PRA about "other pending cases."
Ms. Gillie-Wallace referred to DCFS investigator Artis Cook and their need to go out to
"Mundelein." PRA informed Ms. Gillie-Wallace ofher [PRA's] June 161h phone
conversation with Ms. Gailyn Thomas ofDCFS regarding the needs of the investigators .
Ms. Gillie-Wallace was able to clarify that she was interested in the location of where the~':..- /
clerics withdrawn from the priesthood [for substantiated allegations of ~exual
·
misconduct] reside. PRA informed Ms. Gillie-Wallace that "Mundeleifi" is the location
of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary and that the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House is on the
seminary grounds. Ms. Gillie-Wallace was informed that the clerics she has spoken of
reside at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. PRA spent much time attempting to explain
the set up of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in relation to the location of the Cardinal
Stritch Retreat House. Ms. Gillie-Wallace did eventually express her understanding of
the campus.
Ms. Gillie-Wallace then requested clarification for the addresses of the following clerics
[which PRA rovided :

•
•

also informed Ms. Gillie-Wallace that~s a
registered se~ 9ffender]
• - w h e n asked, PRA clarified that the Cicero address is
.-.uru1y home]
• Rev. Anthony Vader [PRA clarified that Fr. Vader moved to Holy Family Villa
nursing facility within the last two months]

•

foi19'
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•

[PRA clarified that·
Life Center on a skilled nursing floor]

ides at Resurrection

•

•

Ms. Gillie-Wallace also asked about the former
RA mformed Ms. G1 ie- allace that
t ee men have resigned from t e priesthood and therefore, the Archdiocese of Chicago
does not have any control over where they reside.
When asked, PRA agreed to fax Ms. Gillie-Wallace a list of all clerics who have been
withdrawn from ministry and residing at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. Ms. GillieWallace provided the fax number of (708] 210-3546.

Cc:

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Rev. John Canary, Vicar General
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751·5205
Fax: (312) ?Sl-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

To:

File -PFR-137 .
/,:../··~

"\

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility AdministratoGJ

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired/Withdrawn]

Date:

July 13, 2005

\

-

PRA received the attached Travel/Vacation Notification today from Rev. Anthony Vader
regarding his upcoming trip t o - Colorado. Fr. Vader did not indicate an
address and/or phone number of where he will be staying while in Colorado from July 14
through July 19, 2005.

PRA attempted to reach Fr. Vader today at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in order to
obtain the aforementioned contact information for his trip to Colorado. The secretary
[Eva] informed PRA that Fr. Vader was out and did not know when he would return. As
Fr. Vader's scheduled departure is July 141h, PR.A asked Eva to take a message for the
cleric, asking him to contact PR.A with the address and phone number of where he will be
staying while in Colorado. Eva informed PRA that if she did not see Fr. Vader prior to
her departure from the Retreat House for the evening, that she would leave the message
and the request for information with Rev. Anthony Talarico, monitor at the Retreat
House.
The attached TraveWacation Notification form will not be signed by PRA until Fr.
Vader is able to provide the requested information.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priest

AOC 021612

RECEIVED
TRAVELNACATION NOTIFICATION

JUL l ,S 2005
•

•

•

•

AR~HDIOCESE

OF CHICAGO

Anthony J .__.V-=a=d=e=r~--- [name of cl enc] has informed this office that he will beotF&mlflllgEtQoNAL RESPONSIBILITY
- - - - - - - - - [destination address and contact phone number] from
July

14,

[departure date] through

2005

July~·, 200~[return date].

[name of cleric] will be monitored by

Father Vader

___ [name of travel monitor]. ----~----[name of
travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and activities of
Vader

~~ J~
I

[name of cleric] during the

afo~mentioned time frame.

[see attached correspondence]
1. Contacts with minors by

Father vp.der

[name of cleric] must be in the

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.
f travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the

2.

activities and whereabouts of Fa.tl::J.:r vaaer

£cleric name] over

. ;J;"ti -ri ~9 .)..Lf\ ~Pel' i.:. . [aforementioned time frame].
P

July

3. As previously note~~tPH!f: <efcfliWf:U to F; at her Vaders (cleric name]
residence has been scheduled for

J

Jiily 29th [aforementioned return date].

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be

PRA Signature:
A copy of this document will be provided to the cleiic. The original will be placed in the cleric's file
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy will be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar
for Priests' Office.
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Jul

Cardinal StritchRetreat H

14 05 09:54a

847 566 6082

p. 1

•
CARDINAL STRITCH RETREATHOUSE
P.O. Box455
1300 Stritch Drive
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
(847) 566-6060
FAX (847) 566-6082

TO: Leah
FROM: Eva
DATE: 7/14/05

FAX NuMBER: 312175.1-5279.

· NO; OF PAGES: l (including cover)
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

July 22, 2005
Rev. Anthony Vader
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
P.O. Box 455
Mundelein, IL 60060

OFFICE OF THE
CHANCELLOR

Dear Tony:
I have completed my review of the case of sexual misconduct with minors that has been
pending against you. My decision is contained in the enclosed decree.
I have also sent a copy of this decree to your advocate, so you might want to discuss this
with her.
Should you wish to appeal this decree, you may do so to the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith within the prescribed period of time. However, you will be expected to
bear any of the expenses associated with that appeal.
I hope this will bring some conclusion to this matter which has been most difficult for
both of us. Please be assured that you remain in my prayers; I ask that you keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~~CJ0V~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

cc:

Sister Francine Quillin, PBVM, Advocate
Rev. George J. Rassas, Vicar General
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Daniel A Smilanic, Promoter of Justice
Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator
Mr. John O'Malley, Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior St.
Chicago. Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

IlJJ IE C JR IE IE
THE FACTS.
Reverend Anthony Vader is a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who was ordained
in 1952. He has served the Archdiocese in the following assignments: Parochial Vicar at Holy
Cross Parish (1952-1964), St. Lawrence Parish (1964-1968) and Holy Name of Mary Parish
(1968-1970); then as pastor of Holy' Name of Mary Parish from 1970 until his retirement in
1997. At the present time, he is a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, residing at the
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House.
There are three accusations of sexual misconduct against Father Vader. All three involve
young women who accuse Father Vader of fondling them both above and underneath their
clothing. Father Vader has denied all these accusations.
The matter was brought before the Professional Responsibility Review Board on two
separate occasions for each allegation. Both times, the Review Board advised me that there was
enough evidence present for further action to be taken. After the second recommendation, they
advised me that they believed the matter ought to be referred to the Holy See, in accordance with
the motu proprio Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela. I referred this matter to the Holy See on 30
September, 2003, receiving a reply on 13 July, 2004 (P.N. 387/03 - 19660), dispensing from
canonical prescription and instructing me to conduct an administrative penal process. I initiated
this process on 26 August, 2004, entrusting its instruction to Reverend Patrick R. Lagges. All
the evidence and proofs have been gathered. This consists of:
o

o
o

o

The allegations of
The response of Father Vader to each of the accusations
The results of the Preliminary Investigation for each allegation
The results of the deliberation of the Review Board and my responses

Father Vader has been cited according to the norm of law. I had already accepted his
previous mandate for Sister Francine Quillin to act as his advocate, with a dispensation from the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Sister Francine has reviewed the acts of this case and
has been allowed to comment on them.
I have appointed two assessor in this case, in accordance with the prescriptions of the law
and the directives of the Holy See. They have reviewed all the acts of the case and have
presented me with their opinions.
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I have carefully reviewed all the acts of the case and listened to the opinions of the
Assessors. Having prayed for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I have now come to a decision on
the following matter:

Is Fa their Anthony Vadeir guilty of the delict described inc. 1395§2 (c. 2359§2 of
the 1917 Code); namely sexual misconduct with a minor under the age of sixteen?
and
insofar as this is true, what penalty ought to be imposed?
THE LAW.
Every society which is organized in the world must establish rules that govern how its
members are to behave and what to do when its members don't behave in that way. This is no
less true of the Church. It is for this reason that c. 1311 states, "The Church has the innate and
proper right to coerce offending members of the Christian faithful with penal sanctions."
However, the present Code, following upon the principle established by the bishops of
the world that the number of automatic penalties should be reduced and only inflicted for the
most serious reasons, recognized the wisdom of the Fathers of the Council of Trent who wrote,
"Let Bishops and other Ordinaries bear in mind that they are pastors and not prosecutors and that
they ought to preside over those subject to them so as not to lord it over them, but to love them as
children and brethren and to strive by exhortation and admonition to deter them from what is
unlawful, that they may not be obliged should [their subjects] transgress, to coerce them by due
punishments ..... But if on account of the gravity of the offense there is need of the rod, then its
rigor is to be tempered with gentleness, judgement with mercy, and severity with clemency, that
discipline, so salutary and necessary for the people, may be preserved without harshness and they
who are chastised may be corrected .... " This was also enshrined in the 1917 Code of Canon
Law as c. 2214§2.
The present Code also emphasized that the imposition of penalties is to come only as a
last resort. Canon 1341 admonishes bishops and other ordinaries not to begin penal proceedings
until they have exhausted all other means of repairing scandal, restoring justice, and reforming
the offender.
There are some crimes, however, that are so heinous that their effects reverberate through
the whole Church. In such cases, the Holy See intervenes to issue particular legislation to ensure
the unity of the Church is not harmed by the action of individual.
Such is the case with clerical sexual abuse of minors. Canon 1395§2 states, "A cleric
who in another way has committed an offense against the sixth commandment of the Decalogue,
ifthe delict was committed by force or threats or publicly or with a minor below the age of
sixteen years, is to be punished with just penalties, not excluding dismissal from the clerical state
if the case so warrants." Recognizing the gravity of this offense, and the long term effects that
this has upon the victim, the Holy See issued particular legislation for the United States in 1994,
defining the offense as applicable to any person under the age of eighteen who was abused by a
cleric. In 2001, this became the universal law of the Church with the promulgation of the motu
proprio, Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela. Further particular legislation in the United States,
namely the Essential Norms for Diocesan/Eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations ofSexual
Abuse of Minors by Priests or Deacons has established dismissal from the clerical state as the
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normal penalty to be imposed in cases where clerics have been found guilty of the delict of
sexual abuse of minors.
Since c. 1342§2 prohibits the imposition of perpetual penalties by means of a decree, this
would mean that normally a judicial trial would have to take place in order to impose the penalty
prescribed by the Essential Norms. However, on 7 February, 2003, the Holy Father issued
further legislation which granted to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith the faculty to
issue decrees of dismissal from the clerical state. It allowed the Particular Congress of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in cases which are "grave and clear'', to allow some
cases to "be treated under the summary process of can. 1720 by the Ordinary who, in case he is
of the opinion that the accused should be dismissed from the clerical state, will ask the CDF to
impose dismissal by decree." This was a derogation from Article 17 of Sacramentorum
sanctitatis tutela, which states, "The more grave delicts reserved to the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith may only be tried in a judicial process."
In this particular case, the Particular Congress of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, in permitting this case to be handled according to the summary judicial process, also
included the provision that the Particular Congress would also consider imposing "some other
perpetual penalty" recommended by the Ordinary. The Congregation has also granted a
dispensation from prescription in this matter (see P.N. 387/03 - 19660) so that the action has not
been extinguished.
In determining whether a delict has been committed and a penalty ought to be imposed,
the bishop must make three distinct decisions, according to cc. 1717-1720. First, he must decide
whether there is some semblance of truth to the accusation (c. 1717). According to the Essential
Norms, he is to seek the advice of a diocesan review board which is to be established as a
consultative body in each diocese to assist the bishop in making determinations in various stages
of the process.
Having made the decision that there is some semblance of truth to an accusation, the
bishop must then conduct an inquiry either personally or through another in order to decide
whether a further penal process is warranted in a case. In weighing the evidence presented from
this investigation, the bishop must then decide whether further action is necessary in order to
determine whether a delict has been committed and what penalty ought to be imposed.
According to Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, ifhe determines that further action is
necessary, the bishop must refer the case to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (see
Article 13), seeking further direction as to how to proceed. The Congregation will then direct the
bishop to initiate a judicial trial, to initiate an administrative process, or to provide for a
resolution of the case in some other administrative manner. In the most egregious cases, the
Congregation has been granted the faculty to refer the case directly to the Holy Father for an ex
officio dismissal from the clerical state.
In this particular case, the Congregation has directed me to proceed with an
administrative penal process, according to c. l 720, and, if the case warrants the imposition of a
perpetual penalty, to refer the matter back to the Congregation for its consideration of my
decision and the imposition of a perpetual penalty if the Congregation feels it is so warranted.

Having taken the above into consideration,
having carefully weighed the evidence and the proofs,
having afforded the accused the right of defense through his legitimately mandated
·
Advocate,
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having listened to the Reverend Promoter of Justice, and
having consulted two experts in the law who have served as Assessors,
I, Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I., Archbishop of Chicago,
having only God before my eyes,
and invoking the name of the Most Holy Trinity,
do hereby declare? pronounce? and deciree:

Revuendl Anthony Vader has been found guilty of the delict described inc. 1395§2 of
the present Code; namely a sin against the sixth commandment of the Decalogue with a minor
under the age of sixteen years of age. I have reached moral certitude that Father Vader has
committed this delict by carefully weighing the evidence that has been presented, as well as the
opinions of Father Vader's advocate and the two assessors. The difficulty in the case is that the
accusers and the accused are trying to remember things that happened many years ago. It is to be
expected that some of these memories may be inexact. But it has also been shown that in cases
of childhood sexual abuse, although the details are often not precise, the fact that the child was
abused is accurate. I find this to be the case with Father Vader's accusers.
Because of the seriousness of the offense, taking into account the circumstances of
persons and things, and keeping foremost in my mind my obligation, enunciated by the Charter
for the Protection of Children and Young People, to provide for the protection of children and
young people in my diocese, I have determined that some canonical penalty is warranted in this
case. I do not believe that the actions of Father Vader warrant dismissal from the clerical state.
However, because of the seriousness of the offense and the scandal that has resulted
among the Christian faithful, I make the following provisions in this case:
Father Anthony Vader's faculties to minister as a priest of the Archdiocese are removed
for a period of five years. At the end of that period of time, this decree will be reviewed to see if
it must be renewed or can be revised. However, Father Vader is permitted to celebrate Mass
alone in his room, with no one else present. He may also celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and the Anointing of the Sick in danger of death only. Requests for other
liturgical services must be directed to the Vicar for Priests.
Father Vader is enjoined from being present in any way at any time on the property of
Sacred Heart Mission in Chicago and Holy Name of Mary parish in Chicago. He may not
exercise any pastoral ministry for the faithful of either place and should not visit or stay within
the territorial boundaries of Holy Name of Mary parish or among the faithful who attend Sacred
Heart Mission. He must consult with the Vicar for Priests before traveling outside the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
With regard to where Father Vader shall live, I hereby designate the Vicar for Priests and
the Professional Responsibility Administrator to determine this matter in consultation with
Father Vader.
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Because he is a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, Father Vader will receive
the normal benefits which are accorded to retired priests.
I also direct the Vicar for Priests, in conjunction with the Professional Responsibility
Administrator, to work with Father Vader in determining a monitoring protocol which ought to
include periodic meetings with the Vicar for Priests.
I also dispense Father Vader from the obligation to wear ecclesiastical garb (c. 284), and
strongly urge that he not wear such attire. Furthermore, he is not to represent himself as a priest
to those unknown to him nor to act as an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
I further urge Father Vader to observe the prescriptions of canons 273 to 289 concerning
the rights and obligations of clerics. That is, he is to show reverence and obedience to the
Supreme Pontiff and to his Ordinary (c. 273 ); to unite himself with the presbyterate of Chicago
and promote the mission of the laity (c. 275); to pursue holiness oflife, especially by availing
himself of daily prayer, monthly spiritual direction and an annual retreat; to pursue opportunities
for continuing education (c. 279); to foster simplicity of life (c. 282); and to foster peace and
harmony based on justice (c. 287).
I further urge Father Vader to refrain completely from all things which are unbecoming
or foreign to the clerical state (c. 285) and which could bring further scandal upon the Church.
Most especially, because of his actions in the past, I remind Father Vader of his
obligation to observe perfect and perpetual continence for the sake of the kingdom and to behave
with due prudence toward persons who could endanger this obligation (c. 277).
This decision shall be made known to Father Vader and to his Advocate at the earliest
possible moment, as well as their right to appeal any decision of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith to theferia quarta of that same Congregation.

Given at Chicago, Illinois on the 22"d day of July, 2005.

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary
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To:

File

From:

Sister Pat

Date:

August 18, 2005

Re:

Request for Father Vader to concelebrate

requesting permission to have
A call came into the office on August 17 from Father Tony Vader concelebrate at the wedding of her son
- h a d been told to call this office.
Sister Pat referred the request to Father Costello. She then returned a call to
leaving a message on her machine (as requested) indicating that Father Vader did not
have permission to concelebrate.
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA,

P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com
PATRICIA B. CARLSON
DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

(312) 840-7076
pcarlson@burkclaw.com

July 20, 2005

Re:

Rev. Anthon Vader

Dear-:
Enclosed for your files is a fully executed Settlement Agreement and General Release of
all Claims. The settlement checks were delivered to you on July 14, 2005. Please call if you
have any questions.

Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

09891-341/364079/1
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_,. . BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

& SERRITELLA, P.C.

Esq.
July 20, 2005
Page 2

bee:

(w/enclosure)
Reverend Edward Grace
John O'Malley
John Smith
Christopher Spala
Matthew Kaminski

09891-341/364079/1
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 75I-5279
www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

To:

File-PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrat.ei

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired/Withdrawn]

Date:

September 20, 2005

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I., Rev. Patrick Lagges, Judicial Vicar, Revs. Edward
Grace and Vincent Costello Vicars for Priests, and PRA traveled to the Cardinal Stritch
Retreat House to meet with Rev. Anthony Vader on August 3, 2005. The meeting had
been scheduled at the request of Cardinal George so that he could speak with Fr. Vader
about the administrative penal process he was instructed to conduct by the Holy See (P.N.
387/03 - 19660)."
Cardinal George began the meeting with a prayer and then provided Fr. Vader with a
copy of the aforementioned decree [see file].
Cardinal George informed Fr. Vader that this matter was referred to the Holy See on
September 30, 2003 and that the response was received from the Holy See on July 13,
2004. The Cardinal also informed Fr. Vader that he has completed his review of the case
of sexual misconduct with minors that has been pending against him. Cardinal George
read over and summarized the decree and imposed penalties for Fr. Vader.
Cardinal George clarified for Fr. Vader that his Vicar for Priests is now Fr. Costello. The
Cardinal also informed Fr. Vader that any requests for public ministry must be made to
his Vicar for Priests. Further, Cardinal George informed Fr. Vader that he must consult ·
with his Vicar for Priests when traveling outside of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Fr. Vader stated his "argument" that he is not guilty of the allegations made against him.
He then told Cardinal George that he wants to go to Sacred Heart [parish] on the
weekends and function there as he had as a retired priest. Cardinal George directly told
Fr. Vader that would not be possible and that he will not reside/function at Sacred Heart
or any other parish. Both Cardinal George and Fr. Lagges advised Fr. Vader to speak
with his canonical advocate, Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL and send his appeal
directly to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith [CDF].
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Fr. Lagges directed Fr. Vader to write "received on August 3, 2005" on the copy of the
decree that he received at the meeting. Fr. Vader was also informed that a copy of the
decree would be sent to Sr. Francine. Fr. Lagges informed Fr. Vader that if he wishes, he
must appeal [the decision contained in the decree] within 30 days of the August 3n1
meeting.
Fr. Costello clarified for Fr. Vader that he is not to celebrate any masses at Holy Name of
Mary or at Sacred Heart. PRA informed Fr. Vader that he is expected to continue to
adhere to his current monitoring protocols.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF, CHICAGO
Vicar General

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, []]inois 60690-1979
(312) 751-8271
Fax: (312) 337-6379

September 23, 2005
Rev. James Flynn
Holy Name of Mary Parish
1159 South Loomis St.
Chicago, IL 60,643
Dear Father Flynn:
As you know, Cardinal George has resolved eleven cases of priests heretofore
temporarily removed from public ministry as a result of an allegation of abuse of a minor.
In accord with our policies and practices, victims and the affected parish communities
will be informed about the resolution of the cases. With that in mind, I ask that you share
the enclosed letter with your parishioners at Masses this weekend.
I suggest you do so in a manner that, in your judgment, best suits your particular
parish situation: pulpit announcement (experience has demonstrated that such
announcements are best made after Communion), bulletin announcement/insert, copies
distributed after weekend Masses, or a combination of these.
Thank you for your cooperation in fulfilling this request, even though it is with
short notice.
Sincerely yours,

Reverend George J. Rassas
Vicar General

cc:

Most Rev. Joseph Perry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF. CHICAGO
Vicar General

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-8271
Fax: (312) 337-6379

September 23, 2005

To the Parishioners of Holy Name of Mary Parish:
As you. know, some time ago Father Anthony Joseph Vader was temporarily
withdrawn from ministry following Cardinal George's acceptance of the advice of the
Independent Review Board that there was reason to suspect that Father Vader engaged in
sexual misconduct with a minor. According to Canon Law, this determination by the
Review Board was forwarded to the Holy See for its review. This is to report to you that
this process has been concluded.
Specifically, the Holy See reviewed and confirmed Cardinal George's acceptance of
the advice of the Review Board and authorized Cardinal George to resolve the matter
administratively. Pursuant to that instruction, Cardinal George reviewed all of the
information collected, listened to the opinions of canonical advocates, and sought advice
from his own canonical advisors as well as from assessors who are canon lawyers
independent of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Cardinal George has determined based upon the information presented that sexual
misconduct did occur with a minor, and he has prohibited Father Vader from engaging in
any public ministry, presenting himself as a priest, or acting as an agent of the Archdiocese
of Chicago.

It is my hope and prayer that while this announcement is yet one more reminder of
a sad reality, it may also bring a measure of finality and peace to the people of Holy Name
of Mary Parish.
Please keep in your thoughts and prayers all those affected by the sin of abuse.
They and all of you are daily in my prayer.
Sincerely yours,

Reverend George J. Rassas
Vicar General
cc:

Most Rev. Joseph Perry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Metropolitan Tribunal
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, J.C.D
Phone: (312) 751-8384
e-mail: plagges@archchicago.org

155 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 6061 l
Fax: (312) 751-8314

MEMORANDUM
TO:

FROM:
RE:
DATE:

Father Ed Grace
Ms. Mayra Flores
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Father Lagges l)°'v

RECEIVED

SEP 2 6 2005
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

~ppeal of Cardinal George's decree

~05

For those who had their cases settle by the administrative penal process
ader), their appeal would have to go directly to Rome within tlii
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Critics are concerned about priests living on the grounds of the
University of St. Mary of the Lake In Mundelein recenUy removed
by the Chicago Archdiocese on allegations of sexual misconduct.

I

Police want list of

!,

1

punished priests
l)>\1 /

BY MADHU

10-b
KRISHNAMURTHY
AND BOB SUSNJARA

Dairy Heroid s1afjlll'ri1m

Mundelein officials want the
Chicago Archdiocese to provide
information on several priests
living on seminary grounds in
the village who have been
removed from public ministry
after allegations of sexual misconduct with minors.
Nearly all the 11 priests ousted
by Cardinal Francis George last
week reside on the grounds of
University of St. Mary of the
I.like off Route 176. Some of the
priests have lived there since
2002, but village authorities
learned of it only recently, Police
Chief Raymond J. Rose said.
Some of the priests are in
nursing homes, an archdiocese
official said. Seven of the priests
had ties to churches in Cook,
I.like and DuPage counties. The
allegations date back 50 years,
past the statute of limitations for
criminal prosecution.
Rose said the priests don't
have to register as sex offenders,
but police would like to follow
the same procedure and have
their files available in the event
of an incident. He said the village
is aware of the archdiocese's concern about the priestS'.privacy.
"We're trying to fiiiit-that
middle ground that allows us to
have the information, so the
community is aware .ch~~
have the information," he saicr
"Should there ever be any
reports or concerns, we would

have that file in the police
department."
Rose said any information on
the priests would remain confidential.
An archdiocese official said
Tuesday the Mundelein police
request is under consideration.
"It's a very difficult conundrum at the moment," said
Colleen Dolan, archdiocese
director of conunwlfcations and
public relations. "I would presume the lawyers would have to
look at the legalities of this
because you can't just put (the
priests') names on a list."
Though the archdiocese has
not released a full list of the
removed priests' names, officials
there confirmed a list obtained
by the Daily Herald. It has been
widely published.
Mundelein police are asking
for more than just names. Officials want to know how to
identify the men, details of the
allegations against them and
how they are being monitored.
Mundelein Mayor Kenneth
Kessler said while police are
being cautious; there is no
reason for alarm about the
accused priests living on the
seminary grounds.
"It's not like this just happened last week." he said.
"Th~se people have been there
and iliere have been no problems to date. We actually have
far better ability to know what's
going on with an organization of
that nature than what's going on
up and down the streets of regular old, private Mundelein."

i
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Munae1e1tn poHce want
list of punished priests
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KlUSHNAMURTHY

AND BOB SUSNJARA

Daily Herold Sldf{Wrilc>

Mundelein officials want the
Chicago Archdiocese to provide information on several priests living on
RALD seminary grounds in the village who
Critics are concerned about several priests living on have been removed from public minthe grounds of the University of St Mary of the Lake istry after allegations of sexual
In Mundelein recently removed by the Chicago Arch• misconduct with minors.
diocese on allegations of sexual misconduct.
Nearly all the 11 priests ousted by

Cardinal Francis George last week
reside on the grounds of University of
St. Mary of the Lake off Route 176.
Some of the priests have lived there
since 2002, but village authorities
learned of it only recently, Police Chief
Raymond J. Rose said.
Some of the priests are in nursing
homes, an archdiocese official said.
Seven of the priests had ties to
churches in Cook, Lake and DuPage
See UST on PAGE 13
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monitored, according to church·
reason for alarm about the
accused priests living on the
counties. The allegations date seminary grounds.
back 50 years, past the statute.of,
"It's not like this just haplirnitatlons for criminal prosecu- pened last week," he. said.
tion.
"These people have been there
Rose said the priests don't and there have been no probhave to r~ter as sex offenders, !ems to date. We actually have
but police would like to follow fur better ability to know whnt's
the swpe procedure and have going on with an organization of
their files available in the event that nature than what's going on
of a future inci.dent.'He said the up anddoWn. the streets ofregu-·
village is aware of the archdio- tar old, private Mundelein."
cese's concern about the priests'
.Still others are calling for that
privacy.
information to be made public.
Veteran Lake County Chi!"
"We're trying to find that
middle ground that allows us to · dren's Advocacy Center
have the Information, so the investigator Mark Pleasant said
community is aware. that we the public should know whether
have the information," he said. the priests undergo counseling
"Should there ever be any and the severity of their supreports or concerns, we would posed offenses.
have .that file in the police
"The whole problem here is
department."
the lack of information that is
Rose said any information on available," said Pleasant, who
the priests would remain confi- works for an arm of the Lake
dential.
County state's attorney's office.
An archdiocese official said "These people exist (under) a
Tuesday the Mundelein police veil of secrecy."
request is under consideration.
Dolan said the priests are not
"It's a very difficult conun- under house arrest but must
drum at the moment," said check in with a monitor before
Colieen Dolan, archdiocese · leaving university grounds. At
direCtor of cominunlcations and times, they may be accompanied
public relations. "I would pre- by a, chaperone. They are allowad
sume the la~ would have to to drive cars. They are forbidden
look at the legalities of this frombeingalonewithminors.
because you can't just put {the
Their living qu.arters were
priests') names on a list."
once a retreat house now used
Though the archdiocese has solely as a home for removed
not released a full list of the priests. It is sep:uated by a lake
removed priests' names; officials from the seminary campus.
there confirmed a list obtained
"They are no~ mixed in with
by the Daily Herald. It has been the seminarians, and they defiwidely published:
nitely should not make plans to
Mundelein police are asking go .where there are children,"
for more than just names. Olli- Dolan said. "Each one of them,
cials want to know how to in order to maintain this
identify the men, details of. the process, have signed a do cuallegations against them, and· ment to the.cardinal saying that
they will abide by thes~ rules:"
how they are being monitored.
Mundelein Mayor.Kenneth
The priests are required to
Kessler said while polic'e are "lead a life of prayer and
being cautious, there is no penance." They should also

receive regular counseling,
Dolan said. The priests also can
move out of the ·seminary and
leave the priesthood at any time,
she said.
But critics say the archdiocese's monitoring system does
not work. One such priest
accused of sexual misconduct,
the Rev. JOhn Callicott of
Chicago, slippe.d tinder the
radar.
Callicott was removed as
pastor of Holy Angel& parish on
Chicago's South Side in 2002
amid accusations he engaged in
sexual misconduct with two
t.eenage boys in ihe 1970s at
another chilrch. He was sent to
the UniversitY of St. Mary of the
Lake.
1n January 2004, controversy
arose when archdiocese of!iciaJs
learned Callicott was travelin·g
from Mundelein, at the invitation of Holy Angels o flicials, to
talk to grade-school students
about sex.
"What they' call monitoring
leaves a lot to be desired," said
Barbara Blaine, president of
Chicago-based Survivors Network of Those Ab\lsed by Priests.
"There is no way to monitor
these guys 24.hours a day."
The cardinal has ordered a
church trial for Callicott's case.
Dolan said there won't be a
repeat of that case because all
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279

www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

To:

F~

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Admllristrato€;)

Re:

Cardinal Stritch Retreat House Residents

Date:

October 7, 2005

-

Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests, Mr. John O'Malley, Director of Legal Services,
and PRA traveled to the Mundelein Police.Department today to meet with Mr. Raymond
Rose, Chief of Police and Mr. Cameron Eugenis, Deputy Chief The meeting was
arranged to discuss those archdiocesan priests who have been withdrawn as a result of a
substantiated allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor and currently reside at the
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House located in Mundelein, Illinois. Chief Rose made it clear
throughout the meeting that the discussion was not to include any withdrawn priest living
in Mundelein who is already a registered sex offender.
After preliminary discussion surrounding the process of a priest being withdrawn from
ministry and the Review Board process, Mr. O'Malley informed Chief Rose and Deputy
ChiefEugenis of the information that Francis Cardinal George had wished to share with
the Mundelein police concerning the aforementioned priests.
Chief Rose stated that basic information they would like to be provided on any priest
removed from ministry and living at the Retreat House would be their date of birth, a
picture of each man, and a picture of each man's car. Through further discussion, the
following information was also requested on each aforementioned priest: height, weight,
eye color, hair color, social security number, driver's license number and expiration date,
employment information, vehicle information [make, model, year, color, license plate
number].
It was also agreed that PRA would contact Chief Rose and Deputy Chief Eugenis via
phone in the event that one of the aforementioned priests moves into or out of the Retreat
House.

PRA then verbally provided the following information on each withdrawn priest residing
at the Retreat House, which was recorded by Chief Rose's secretary: name, date of birth,
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date removed from ministry, and the date of the last substantiated allegation. PRA also
verbally provided a basic summary of the monitoring protocol that each withdrawn priest
has been asked to follow.

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
John O'Malley, Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE. OF CHIC/\GO
P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 75l-5279

www.archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Rev. Vince Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
,Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
./Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O'Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Office of Professional Responsibility

TO:

i.-Nf

FROM:

Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

DATE:

October 11, 2005

RE:

[PFR-137] Vader, Rev. Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn)/-

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 10/11/05. We are
opening a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the
Review Process by attempting to arrange an interview w i t h - Please advise this office
of any information you may have in your files regarding Vader, Rev. Anthony/It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt ofthis memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachment
cc:

Rev. George Rassas, Vicar General
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c~~~a N~r. Palomino - New allegation

From:

To:
Date:
Subject:

Pag~JJ

Leah McCluskey
lneri@archchicago.org
10/11 /2005 12:47:57 PM
New allegation

Laura,
I spoke with a woman today who called to report an allegation against Vader. Her name i s • • • •
DOB is
she was 14 or 15 y/o at the time of the abuse. School/parish was Holy Cross; her# is
I have scheduled a meeting with her for Monday, 10/17 at 1:30p.
Could you please open a file?
Thanks.
Leah
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 75l-5279

MEMORANDUM

G

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired/Withdrawn]/-

Date:

October 15, 2005

PRA spoke with
minor by Rev. Anthony Vader.

www.archchicago.org

\;.

\\'.J

via phone on October 10, 2005 regarding her alleged abuse as a

stated that two weeks ago she was watching WGN News and saw her alleged abuser on
a list of men who had been removed as priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago. She saw that Fr.
Vader was on the list of men removed and wanted to ensure that it was the same Fr. Vader who
was at Holy Cross parish. PRA informed
that Fr. Vader was assigned to Holy Cross in
the past. According to Archdiocesan Archives, Fr. Vader was assigned to Holy Cross from July
8, 1952 through June 25, 1964.

.When asked,
accepted PRA's offer to provide her with information regarding the
Office of Professional Responsibility.
indicated her interest in formalizing her allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Vader. It
was agreed t h a t - would meet with PRA and a representative from the Office of
Assistance Ministry on Monday~ 17, 2005 at 1:30pm.
I provided PRA with her
- - m a y be reached at
birth date of

Cc:

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccors~ Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979

qmce of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
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MEMORANDUM

To:

File -PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Profussional Responsibility Administratoei

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired/Withdrawn]/-

Date:

October 17, 2005

regarding today's
PRA received a voice mail message this morning from
scheduled 1:30pm appointment where she would formalize her allegation of sexual abuse
against Rev. Anthony Vader.
- s t a t e d in her message that "something came up" and that she needed to cancel
today's appointment. She stated that she would contact PRA again to reschedule.

Cc:

Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Legal Services
John C. O'Malley
Director

Tel: (312) 751-5379
Fax: (312) 751-5252
e-mail: jomalley@archchicago.org

RECEIVED
October 20, 2005

OCT 2 0 2001
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Ms. Shauna Boliker
Assistant State's Attorney
State's Attorney of Cook County (2)
2650 South California
Chicago, Illinois 60608
RE:

- 0 5 SC 085 Date of Birth:
Date of alleged abuse: 1967 or 1968

Dear Ms. Boliker:
Please be advised the Archdiocese of Chicago has received an allegation from currently 62 years of age, that in 1967 or 1968 when she was 14 or 15 years of age, Fr.
~ony Vader sexually abused her at Holy Cross Parish. Fr. Vader has been removed from
public ministry. There is no other information available at this time.

-

If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let
me know.
Very truly yours,

%M~ley

Director of Legal Services

JCOM:sm
cc:

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Mr. James A. Serritella

SCDirs\OSSC085\Notification to State's Attorney Office

AOC 021637

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611
Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

November 14, 2005
Anthony Vader
P.O. Box 455
Mundelein, 11 60060
Dear Tony,
Tuesday, November 8, 2005 I noticed you at Don Mulstoffs funeral. You were wearing
a clergy shirt. As you are well aware, your monitoring protocol (#10) states that you are
to refrain from wearing "any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a
priest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry
(e.g., the clerical shirt)". Moreover, Cardinal George in his decree on your matter dated
July 22, 2005 dispensed you from the obligation of wearing ecclesiastical garb and
"strongly urged" that you not wear such attire.
These statements should be sufficient to obtain your compliance. Your fellow residents
at the Retreat House were compliant with the prohibition against clerical garb. You
should have been.
A repetition of your failure to observe your monitoring protocol and decree may result in
disciplinary action. That would be unfortunate.
If you wish to discuss this matter with me, feel free to contact me at 312-642-1837.

Sincerely,

~,/)~·

Rev. EdwardD. Grace
Vicar for Priests
c.c. His Eminence, Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Leah McCluskey
Rev. Vincent Costello

AOC 021638

SACRED HEART CHURCH
11652 South Church Street
Chicago, Illinois 60643-4838
773-233-3955

17 November, 2005
Reev.

Edward Grace:

Dear Ed:
Your letter of November 14 was given to me today. Thank
you for writing, for it gives bQt 9 ;?f to Presemt our positions .

.tJ,

Maybe you do not know it, buttafher priests positioned
here at the Retreat House have died. Nothing was mentioned
of their being priests, even though at least in one cawe
the parishioners were present.
Many of them were AfricanAmericans.
I am sure these black Catholic were scandalized,
because THEIR PRIEST COULD NOT wear any sign of the deceased
Qeing a priest. It embarqssed me.
I am aure many in the
congregatio in that Black Church were scandalized.
I

apoligize for my acti~? Itwill not be repeated.

The good effect os this situation is that now you know
wh::i I am.

Si~ely~ist

Antho~ J.

Vader

AOC 021639

Dec 09 05 03:49p

Cardinal StritchRetreat H

84? 566 6082

p.6

December 9, 2005

RECEIVED
Dear Fr. Vader:
The Vicar for Priests and Leah McCluskey have requested that
I ask you to meet with them on December 16 at 10:30 am. I am told

DEC

9 2005

ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

they would like to meet with you for thirty minutes.
I suggest you all meet in the retreat master's room, numberlOO.

Sincerely,

MJ

Deacon Richard F. Hudzik

Cc: Leah McCloskey

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082

AOC 021640
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY
22ND FLOOR

& SERRJTELLA, P.C.

IBM PLAZA

330 NORTll WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900

www.burkelaw.com

PATRICIA 8. CARLSON
DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

(312) 840-7076

pcarlson@burkelaw.com

December 29, 2005
VIA FACSIMILE
and U.S. MAIL

As we discussed, on February 13, 2004
sent us a Notice of
Attorney's Lien in the above matters, a copy of which is enclosed. Instead of having us
notify of the settlements and obtaining the releases of his liens, you have
informed us that you would like to do this yourself Therefore, we will send you the
settlement checks in the above matters as soon as you send us
s releases.
Thank you for your assistance.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson
PBC:skb
cc:

09891-233/379504/1

AOC 021641

BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA,

P.C.

December 29, 2005

Page2

bee:

John C. O'Malley
Rev. Edward Grace
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith

09891-233/381859/1

AOC 021642

BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA,

P.C.

22ND FLOOR IBM !'LAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com

PATRJCIA B. CARLSON
DIRECT DIAL NUMBBR

(312) 840-7076
pcarlson@bwkelaw.com

January 9, 2006
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

I Rev. Anthony Vader

Enclosed are an executed settlement agreement and release in the above matte and
in the above matter. Also enclosed is the
a copy of
andsettlement check for-made payable to'
' as attorney for

questions.
Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson
Enclosures
cc:

09891-233/379504/1

AOC 021643

''1

·-·

t.
January 9, 2006
Page 2

bee:

(w/encl)
John C. O'Malley
Rev. Edward Grace
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith

382693.1

AOC 021644

BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY

&

SERRITELLA,

P.C.

22ND FLOOR
IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900
www.burkelaw.com
PATRICIA B. CARLSON
DIRECT DIAL NUMBeR

(312) 840-7076
pcarlson@burkelaw.com

January 9, 2006

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re:

I Rev. Anthon Vader

Enclosed are an executed settlement agreement and release in the above matte and a copy
in the above matter. Also enclosed is the settlement check
as attorney for
and

Very truly yours,

Patricia B. Carlson

Enclosures
cc

09891-272/380954/1

AOC 021645

January 9, 2006
Page2

bee:

(w/encl)
Reverend Edward Grace
John O'Malley
Matthew Kaminski
Christopher Spala
John Smith
James A. Serritella

09891-520/38077811

AOC 021646

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Leah McCluskey
Rassas, George
1/18/2006 1:19:56 PM
Anthony Vader

Dear Fr. Rassas,
Deacon Richard Hudzik provided me with the travel information for Rev. Anthony Vader to leave for
Makati, Philippines at 1am on 1/19/06 and returning on 3/29/06. Dick was able to obtain the requested
monitor and travel information from Fr. Vader.
Due to the fact that Fr. Vader will be in Makati, Philippines for three months, could you please write .a letter
to send and fax to the appropriate Bishop/Archbishop to notify him of Fr. Vader's presence, status, and
length of stay?
The following is Fr. Vader's travel information:

Where Fr. Vader indicated he would be traveling to:
Makati, Philippines
Departure: 1/19/06
Return: 3/29/06
Fr. Rassas, could I also ask for a copy of the letter that is sent to the Philippines regarding Fr. Vader's
visit?
Thank you,
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: 312.751.5205
Fax: 312.751.5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

CC:

Grace, Edward; Hudzik, Richard

AOC 021647

Jan 18 06 12:1Sp

Cardinal StritchRetreat H

847 566 6082
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JAN l S 2006
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILlf

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET
rllOM:

TO:

Richard F. Hudzik

Leah McCluskey
COMPANY:

DATH:

FAX NllMBE\l:

TOTAL. NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER:

1.18.06

312.751.5279

4

l'MONE NUMBER:

Sf\NOER'S RI::l'Ell.llNCE NUMRER:

11.E:

YOUR RJ\FERENCE NUMBER:

Anthony Vader

0

URGENT

0

FOR REY!l!W

0

PLEASE COMMENT

0

PLEASE REPLY

0

PLEASE RECYCLE

NOTBS/COMMliN1'S:

L.eah: Anthony Vader dictated the following to me. His travel
commences this evening at 1:OOAM.

Let me know if you need anything else or if this is not sufficient.

Richard

P.O. BOX 455
MUNDELEIN, IL 60060-0455
TEL. 847.566.6060
FAX 84 7 .566 .6082

AOC 021648
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Cardinal StritchRetreat H

Jan 1e 06 12:19p

TRAVELNACATION NOTIFICATION

JAN I 8 2006
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
DfflCEOF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILI

fl~
~~l(f"HJ

1/d»tn-:1flame of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to

L_tf1t..1Pl't..J6
,,,.., '1- tc.fln

[destination address and contact phone numberwrom

1+-/_,_1.....,~),__0-'-~---[departure date] through

"">/)..9/c'

.....

V (\))"'>!.--

.

(return date).

[name of cleric] wiH be monitored by
[name of travel monitor}. - -[name of

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location a~Q~~of

~lw't vtfb@V-

@f an origins! dooum~ewcun t~e flles of

[name of cleric] during the

atorWftC!~!!SIONAL R~SPONSIBILm

/see attached correspondence]

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
This Is a red Ink stamp!

I . Contacts with minors by

t) 417'Pv '1

v'

~t'>t- [name of cleric J mtM~QllreOPY

presence of- - - [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.

2. - - - [name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the
activities and whereabouts of fh./J1h·~y ii ~cleric name) over

/1

1

'54' to ~/iio

Ir

[aforementioned time frame].

3. As previously noted, the date ofreturn to
residence has been scheduled for

b-16'.WY' vd

">/ 1..t/ /o (,.

I

's [cleric name]

[aforementioned return datej.

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be

changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be

PRA Signature:
A copy of this document will be provided to the cle c. Th original will be placed in the cleric's file
In the Office of Professional Responsibility and a opy will e placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar
for Priests' Office.
Revised 8128/03

AOC 021649
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RECEIVED
JAN 1 8 2006
.
ARCHDIOCESE OF
OFRCE OF PROFESSIONAL

. .

~~;PAOGONSIBILtTY
.
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: ·ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
.
DFRCE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

U.S. Address:

AOC 021651

Vicar General

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-8271
Fax: (312) 337-6379

January 19, 2006

His Excellency
Most Reverend Gaudencio B. Rosales
Archdiocese of Manila
12 Arzobispado St., Intramuros, Manila
P.O. Box 132
1099 Manilla PHILIPPINES
Fax: 011-63-02-527-3956

Your Excellency:
Reverend Anthony Vader, a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who has
been withdrawn from ministry, will be visiting Makati, Philippines from January 19,
2006 to March 29, 2006. Father Vader will be staying at
Makati.
Due to allegations of sexual misconduct that have been substantiated by our
Archdiocesan process and accepted by Cardinal George, Fr. Vader cannot engage in any
public ministry.
During his visit to the Philippines, Father Vader will be supervised b
Makati City.

I am grateful for your kindness and consideration. Should you need further
information, please contact me.
With fraternal regards, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. George J. Rassas
Vicar General

AOC 021652

ARCHDIOCESE Ot CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 75I-5279

www.archchicago.org

March 28, 2006
Mr. Patrick Reardon
221 N. LaSalle St.
Suite 1938
Chicago, IL 60601

Dear Mr. Reardon,
Enclosed you will find a packet of information rel~ased by the Archdiocese of Chicago
on Monday, March 21, 2006. This information wa~ also provided your clients at Cardinal
Stritch Retreat House. Here are the names of yourl clients:
..
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If you have any questions please direct them direc~ly to Leah McCluskey at 312-7515205.

~a~~-~
Laura A. Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant

Enclosure

AOC 021653

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 75l-5279
www.archchicago.org

March 29, 2006
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
4300 Asbury Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52002-0497
Dear Sr. Francine,
Enclosed you will find a packet of information released by the Archdiocese of Chicago
on Monday, March 21, 2006. This information was also provided your clients, Fr.
Anthony Vrule~at Cardinal Stritch Retreat House.
If you have any questions please direct them directly to Leah McCluskey at 312-7515205.

Sincerely,

;(~ c_ ~:- J2£,._._~
Laura A. Neri-Palomino
Administrative Assistant

Enclosure

AOC 021654
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From::
To:
Date:
Subject:

Carol Fowler
Costello, Vincent; Hudzik, Richard
4/5/2006 8:55:55 AM
Re: monitoring

I am not far enough along in my thinking on this position to know where he will be. We need to discuss all
of this in the fairly near future. Right now, we don't even have such a person approved in the budget
process. I think we need to do this.
Carol Fowler
Department of Personnel Services
Archdiocese of Chicago

312-751-8349
»> Richard Hudzik 04/03/06 4:46 PM »>
His car still sits with some minor bruises since the last time he drove off the road before the trip to the
Philippines. The car was brought home via tow truck. I don't think the car has been out since he's been
back. Let me see how he's doing over the next week or so. I haven't had much contact with him since he
came home. I am dubious however about his driving skills.

Also, is it your understanding that the Arch is going forward with the additional person to serve as monitor
co-ordinator or some such title? I assume this person would be down at the Pastoral Center. I ask so as
to work with the Arch IT people and this camera system. Apparently, it requires some measure of work to
make sure the camera system can be viewed downtown in addition t9 out here. If it worked only here, no
big techie issues. For it to work downtown, need adequate "bandwidth." Before things are redesigned on
the network, is this the direction currently planned? I send a copy of this to Carol for her input as to
this second paragraph.
Dick
Deacon Richard F. Hudzik
Director
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
P.O. Box 455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
www.stritchretreat.org
tel 847.566.6060
fax 84 7 .566.6082
»> Vincent Costello 04/03/06 4:34 PM »>
Dick,

I don't know what to do with Tony Vader. Should we consider getting him tested to see if he can still
drive? Marion Joy apparently has a program to test the capacity of people to operate a car. If Tony's
really slipping we may need to move him to another facility.
Vince Costello
»> Richard Hudzik 04/03/06 10:43 AM »>
Fr. Vader did resurface a few days ago. I will speak with him about the sign out forms. I am not always
sure how much he absorbs. He is sometimes very vague--forgetting names, faces, where the dishes in
the kitchen are, what day of the week it is.

Dick

AOC 021656

)
»> Vincent Costello 04/03/06 9:54 AM »>
Cool! I'm glad we don't have to fight another battle wit Frs. - a n d - . Let's see what happnes
when Fr. Vader returns.
Vince Costello
»>Richard Hudzik 04/03/06 9:07 AM»>
Vince: I am advised by Leah's office that there are some travel forms out for both - a n d -which
were not forwarded to me. False alarm from me.
Now to get Fr. Vader to sign in and out!
Dick
Deacon Richard F. Hudzik
Director
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
P.O. Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
www.stritchretreat.org
tel 847'.566.6060
fax 847.566.6082

AOC 021657

'

......
Memo regarding Tony Vader

From: &!Grace
April 5. 2006

~~

C-//

Catherine, social worker from South Suburban Hospital called.
Medical evaluation:
Admitted yesterday (4/4/06)

<••••II)

Consultation would be on going

April 6. 2006
Jim Flynn called again.
Dr. called him
Tony needs skilled care
South side better placement
Deteriorating condition (physical--?)
I called Bobbi Magurany at Holy Family to inquire about possibility of Tony there.
• I informed her of Tony's removal and monitored status.
• She felt they would accept. She would speak to her Catholic Charities supervisor
today.
• I mentioned some staff person would have to be monitor - so as to be present lest
Tony was in contact with minors visiting other patients.

He has been deteriorating - losing balance

Mundelein is no longer doable - needs skilled care type of facility.

1

AOC 021658

Tony Vader: Illness (4/5/06)

Holy Family in Lemont would be preferable.
• They can more easily bring him to physicians
• Can more readily visit him

Family in Colorado (Jim Flynn knows family.)

•
• - - 1st cousin,

•

dee.

Only his nieces left

We need to look for executor, wills, papers.

2

AOC 021659

To:
From:
Re:
Date:

Vince
Pat
Tony Vader
April 6, 2006

Alex Becker called. Tony Vader is in South Suburban Hospital. (You already have that
infi:mnation.) When discharged he will have to go to a skilled care facility (rehab or long
term not kno\\-TI). It seems Tony wants a south side placement.
Alex says Holy Family is possibility. However, there are some issues. By December Holy
Family and Bishop Lyne will have to deal with some water and sewer problems. Palos would
like to incorporate the places and also offer half million to help with the water problem. In
return they (Palos) want to build a park on the property. This would cause a problem if there
are priests who have been accused of child abuse living there.
More immediate questions: Where will Tony go when released? Is placement for rehab or
long term? There is also a question as to Tony's driving ability.

AOC 021660
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l Leah McCluskey - Re: Tony Vader

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Page 1

I

Leah McCluskey
Costello, Vincent; Grace, Edward; Hudzik, Richard
417/2006 8:45:14 AM
Re: Tony Vader

Dick,
Thank you very much for the background. I'll touch base with Fr. Grace this morning ...
Leah

>» Richard Hudzik 04/06/06 8:44 PM »>
Leah: I spoke with a woman a few days ago who described herself as an old friend who was concerned.
She got in touch with someone from the Fili ino communi who got in touch with Vader's doctor, also in
that same community.
The
All of this was evidenced to one degree or another when he got
back here but was also observed by his traveling companion in the Philippines who is also a physician.
Dick

>» Leah McCluskey 04/06/06 6:46 PM »>
Thank you all for keeping me in the loop with Fr. Vader. Could someone tell me what prompted his
hospital stay? Also, I did get Fr. Grace's voicemail today--is the definite plan to discharge from South
Suburban to a skilled facility [Holy Family]?
Thank you all!
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Professional Responsibility Administrator
Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Responsibility
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: 312.751.5205
Fax: 312.751.5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

>» Richard Hudzik 04/05/06 5: 17 PM >»
Frs.-Let me know if you don't hear from Catherine, social worker at South Suburban Hospital. I talked
with her around 5PM. Ed, since you were the last one I talked to on this, I steered her in your direction.
She is wondering about a more protected environment for Anthony, at least temporarily-to watch his
meds etc. I was not able to tell her what resources might be available to him.

Dick
Deacon Richard F. Hudzik
Director
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
P.O. Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
www.stritchretreat.org

AOC 021662

Leah McCluskey - AnthonY. Vader

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Page 1

I

Richard Hudzik
Costello, Vincent; Grace, Edward; McCluskey, Leah
4/11/2006 3:21 :51 PM
Anthony Vader

Edward:
I just received a call from
who is said to be a friend of Fr. Vader's and also in touch
with Fr. Flynn at Sacred Heart. The request has come to pick up some of Tony's clothing and personal
effects next week. I understand that today he is back in the hospital but will be returning to Holy Family.
He fell last night at the nursing home; nothing is broken, I am told.
Protocol on the release of the personal property?

Dick
Deacon Richard F. Hudzik
Director
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
P.O. Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
www.stritchretreat.org
tel 847.566.6060
fax 847.566.6082

AOC 021663

I Leah McCluske~ - Re: Vader

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Page 1

I

Leah McCluskey
Costello, Vincent; Grace, Edward
4/13/2006 7:59:46 AM
Re: Vader

Fr. Costello,
Great-how about Monday the 24th. We could do morning or afternoon--whatever works best for you.
Thanks.
Leah
»>Vincent Costello 04/12/06 5:41 PM»>
Dear Leah,
Fr. Vader is one of my guys. Monday the 24th or Friday the 28th work for me. Let me know what's best
for you.
Fr. Costello
>» Edward Grace 04/12/06 5:40 PM »>
April 12, 2006
Leah,
Vader is one of Vince's boys so you should set it up with hm. If there is any problem arranging a time with
him I can certainly go with you.
Ed
>» Leah McCluskey 4/12/2006 8: 18 AM »>
Fr. Grace,
Thank you for the information-and yes, you are correct. We will have to meet with Vader and whoever is
identified as a "monitor." Since he was in the Philippines when we were out at the Retreat House to go
over the protocols with all of the men, we would have to meet with Vader anyway. But it would probably
be good to speak with a doctor or social worker [?] at Holy Family to determine his mental capacity at this
point in time--which I would think would have an effect on the "monitoring protocols" themselves.
Can we look at the week of April 24th? I would be free Monday and Friday to go out there.
Thanks,
Leah
»>Edward Grace 04/11/06 1:25 PM»>
April 11, 2006
Leah,
It is my understanding that as of yesterday P.M. Tony Vader is in Holy Family Villa. I presume this means
that there will have to be a staff monitor at that facility.
Ed

AOC 021664

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Richard Hudzik
Costello, Vincent; Grace, Edward; McCluskey, Leah
4/18/2006 2:13:52 PM
Anthony Vader

Folks:
I will be calling Fr. Jim Flynn to let him know that, after a fairly quick inventory of Anthony's room, I did not
find a power of attorney for Fr. Vader nor was his car title evident. I will have someone check the
basement to see what, if anything, is stored down there.
I did see some envelopes of cash--1 am guessing not more than a few hundred dollars' worth. Also, there
are a number of uncashed pension checks. There are many envelopes with greeting cards. I suspect
that some of these contain additional cash.
I also saw that Fr. Vader's car was deemed "totaled" by the insurance company. I imagine there is still
some value in the car, nevertheless. As I type this, it occurs to me that I have the key. I will check the car
and see if the title is there. I will let you know.
I send this info to you to alert you to the fact that I will be handing this material over to Fr. Flynn or his
designeewhose character is attested to by both Frs. Flynn and Calicot. You will let
me know soon if there is any difficulty with my method of proceeding?
Dick
Deacon Richard F. Hudzik
Director
Cardinal Strilch Retreat House
P.O. 13ox 455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
www.stritchretreat.org
tel 847.566.6060
fax 847.566.6082

AOC 021665
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Mother Doe 100, individually and as
representative of the minor John Doe 100,
on behalf of themselves and all others
similarly sitna.~

.·

APR I 8 2006
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

"°

Plaintiffs,

06CH020l 7

vs.
The .Archdiocese of Chicago d/b/a The Catholic
Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole,
Defendant

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT
NOW C01\1ES the Plaintiffs, individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated, by and
through their attorneys, JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES and KERNS, PITROF, FROST &
PEARLMAN, to obtain declaratory and injunctive relief against Defendant, states as follows:

INTRODUCTION
l.

This Complaint seeks declaratory judgment and injunctive relief against the

Archdiocese of Chicago. The Archdiocese of Chicago has established a policy of harboring and
protecting suspected child molesting agents, thereby endangering numerous children in Illinois.
The Archdiocese has information about a number of suspected child molesting agents that it has
never disclosed to law enforcement or the public at large, thereby causing children such as John
Doe 100 to be harmed. Further, on info.rmation and belief, the Archdiocese has a policy and
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practice of document destruction. This declaratory relief and injunction action seeks to have the
Archdiocese produce all documents regarding the molestation of children by its agents for court
SUP;ervision, to release the .names of all agents aecused of molesting children to the court and to
the public, and to enjoin the Archdiocese from destroying any documents regarding .suspected
childhood sexual abuse by its agents.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE·

2.

This Court bas jurisdiction over this action because it seeks to redress violations

of the plaintiffs' rights and to protect children in Illinoi~ that are in imminent danger. Venue is
proper because the Archdiocese resides in Cook County and the majority, of the allegations
herein involve occurrences in Cook County.

PARTIES

3.

Plaintiff John Doe 100 is a minor. Mother Doe 100 is John Doe lOO's mother and

legal guardian. At all times material, Plaintiff John Doe 100 was a resident of the State of
Illinois. At all times material, Mother Doe 100 was a resident of the State of Illinois.

4.

The identities of all Doe Plaintiffs are made known to Defendants through

separate cover letter.
5.

Plain~ a thirty five year old Chicago resident.~

sexually molested as a child by . . . . . . religious order priest who was serving at a parish
within the Archdiocese at the time of the abuse.
6.

At all times material, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a Corporation Sole

(hereinafter "Archdiocese of Chicago") was and is an Illinois corporation. Defendant has
approximately eight hundred fifty four Diocesan priests serving in two counties in the State of
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Illinois. At all times material to the. complaint, Defendant Archdiocese was conducting business ·

in the State of Illinois.

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS

7.

Plaintiffs bring this action on behalf of themselves and, pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-

801, as the representatives of the class of persons who have been molested as ~hildren by an
agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago and on behalf of those children who have not yet been
abused, but who are in imminent danger of abuse because the Archdiocese has not released the
names and files of agents that have been accused of molesting children or accused of
inappropriate sexual behavior with children to either the public or to the court.
8.

The Plaintiff class is so numerous that joinder of all members is impracticable. In

its own self report, the Archdiocese asserted that there were 142 cases where they had reason to
. suspect that an agent had sexually molested a child. These numbers only include information
that was reported to the Archdiocese. The underlying data for the results was not disclosed to the
public.
9.

There are questions of fact or law common to the class, which predominate over

questions affecting only individual members. The common questions oflaw or fact include, but
are not limited to: whether the Archdiocese of Chicago has failed to protect children by not
releasing the names of its agents who have been accused of molesting children to the public and
law enforcement and whether the Archdiocese has or is destructing documents in order to cover
up or conceal crimes against children by clergy serving in and/or employed by the Archdiocese.

IO.

The Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the class. The

interests of the plaintiffs are the same as those of all class members because they have all been
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sexually abused by an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago· or are in danger of being molested by
an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago because the Archdiocese's information is not public. All
ha~e an interest in preventing the sexual abuse of any

further children by agents of the

Archdiocese of Chicago.
11.

A class action is an appropriate method for the fair and efficient adjudication of

the controversy alleged in this complaint. The expense and burden of individual litigation would
make it difficult or impossible for individual members of the class to_ redress the wrongs done to
. them. The cost to the court system of adjudication of such individualized litigation would be ·
substantial. Individualized litigation would also present the potential for inconsistent or
contradictory judgments and would magnify the delay and expense to all parties and the court
system. By contrast, the conduct of this action as a class action presents far fewer management
difficulties, conserves the resources of the parties and court system, and protects the rights of
each class member. In addition, the prosecution of separate actions by the individual members
of the class would create a risk of inconsistent or varying adjudications with respect to individual
class members which would establish incompatible standards of conduct for the defendant.

ALLEGATIONS OF FACT
12.

. (hereinafter "

was ordained a priest of the

Archdiocese of Chicago in approximately 1994.

13.

At all times material

as employed by the Archdiocese.

..was an ordained Roman Catholic Priest educated, trained and ordained by, and
.under the direct supervision, employ, agency and control of the Archdiocese. Among
ties in his employment was to provide pastoral care and counseling for
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members of his denomination.

In approximately the winter of2000, a nunat Holy Family Church in Chicago

14.

reported to the Archdiocese of Chicago tha

ked a fourth-grade boy to pull

\

down his pants in the sacriSty at Holy Family.

15.

The nun reported this numerous times to the Archdiocese.

16.

On infomiation and belief, on one occasion when the nun reported it to the

Archdiocese, an official told her that "if the parents aren'tpushing it, let it go."
After these reports, the nun made a final report to the Archdiocese, this one a

17.

written report of

. ehavior.

On information and belief, in 2000, the Archdiocese did not report

18.

to law enforcement, did not tell any of the parishioners at any of the parishes:
worked at in the past about the report, did not tell any of the parishioners at any of the parishes
where - - w o r k e d after these reports, and did not tell any other children or parents
about the report.
On information and belief, after the nun reported the abuse to the Archdiocese,

19.

the Archdiocese transferre~to another parish, St. Agatha's in Chicago.
On information and belief, despite the report, the Archdiocese allowed

20.
~

21.

o teach at an Archdiocesan school and coach a boys basketball team.

In response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic Conference of

Bishops passed the Dallas Charter.
22.

On information and belief the Bishops passed the Dallas Charter in 2002. The

Charter was only enforced, if at all, from within. There was no meaningful external non church
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oversight over its enforcement.

Cardinal Francis George represented to the public that the Charter was a "zero

23.

tolerance" policy that committed them to removal of priests in childhood sexual abuse cases. He
I

also represented to the public that a priest with even one act of sexual misconduct with a child
should not be allowed in public ministry in order to protect children.

24.

In January of 2003, the Archdiocese released a "Ten Year Report" that purported

to give information about the Archdiocese's efforts to stop childhood sexual abuse by clerics in
the previous ten years.

25.

On information and belief, the Ten Year Report purports to give the current status

of priests that were accused of molesting a child anytime from 1993 to 2003. The report
indicates that no priest accused of abuse during that time period is in i;my form of ministry in the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
26.

The Ten Year Report also states that officials of the Archdiocese have reported all

allegations, including those not deemed credible, to the appropriate public authorities.
27.

On information and belief, the Archdiocese did not include~ the

Ten Year Report.
28.

Also in response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic

Conference of Bishops agreed to participate in a self report survey conducted by the John Jay
College.
29.

As part of the John Jay survey, each Diocese submitted the number of priests that

had allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor within the particular Diocese.
30.

On infonnation and belief there was no oversight over the information that was
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given to the John Jay College. It was completely up to the particular Diocese to respond
honestly.
31.

The John Jay College defined "allegation,,, as all recorded notifications of clerical

\

sexual misconduct with minors, whether or not they resulted in any investigation or whether
there was reasonable cause to suspect abuse had. occurred.
32.

In 2004, the Archdiocese reported that it had re~on to believe that 55 priests had

sexuaJ misconduct with a minor.
33.

In 2004, Cardinal George and the Archdiocese represented to the public that there

were no priests that were accused of childhood Sexual abuse that were in public ministry in the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
34.

On information and belief, the Archdiocese did not includ~ the

2004 John Jay numbers.
35.

On information and belief in August of2005, the Archdiocese learned that law

enforcement was investigating-- for childhood sexual abuse.
36.

On information and belief, in August of 2005, the Archdiocese did not inform the

law enforcement that a nun had reported that ~ad .acted in a sexually inappropriate
manner with a child in 2000.
37.

On information and belief, just as it did in 2000, the Archdiocese did not report or

warn any of the parishioners, the public, or the parents at St. Agatha parish that law enforcement
· was investigatin~for childhood sexual abuse.
38.

On information and belief, the Archdiocese elevate~to a position of

authority in the Archdiocese on September I, 2005. It appointed him as Dean of a Deanery of
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the Archdiocese. This is an honored, respected, and supervisory position within the
Archdiocese. This meant that

mlS

still at St Agathas, but also had some

· sup~rvisory authority over roughly 20 parishes in the Archdiocese.
39.

The Archdiocese allowed.--to remain at St-Agathas and in the

position of Dean until ~t least January of 2006, more four months after the Archdiocese received
at least its second report of sexual misconduct
40.

against a minor b~

In January of 2006, Chicago law enforcement arrested~d charged

·him with sexually molesting two boys on multiple occasions.
41.

On information and belief, the nun who reported the abuse to the Archdiocese in

2000 was contacted by the Archdiocese the day before

was arrested. The

Archdiocese indicated to the nun that it did not have the nun's letter.

42.

On information and belief, the Archdiocese also stated publicly that it has no

written record of the nun's reports or the actual letter.

43.

On information and belief, the Archdioceses and Dioceses across the United

States, including the Archdiocese of Chicago, have been instructed to destroy documentation of
sexual misconduct by priests and/or to send any of this material to the Holy See in order to claim
it is immune from public discovery or disclosure.
44.

On information and belief, the Archdiocese has not released the names of the 55

priests that it deemed as having reason to suspect committed sexual misconduct with children.
45.

On information and belief, the Archdiocese has also not released the names of any

of the other clerics, lik~who were accused of sexual misconduct and are still in
parishes, but not included in the Ten Year Report or the John Jay Survey.
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46.

Although the Archdiocese had not released the names of offende!S, Some names

of Archdiocesan clerics accused of sexual misconduct have been released during the course of
liti~ation. These names were ·released in 2005:

1) Richard "Doc" Bartz
· 2) Robert Becker
3) R. Peter Bowman

4) Daniel Buck

5) Eugene Bums
6) John Callicott
7) William Cloutier

8) Robert D. Craig
9) John Curran

10) Walter DeRoeck
11) Jeremiah Duggan
12) Richard Fassbinder

13) Joseph Fitzharris
14) Robert Friese
15) James Hagan
16) Daniel Mark Holihan
17) Walter Huppenbauer

18) Thomas Job
19) Robert Kealy
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20) John Keehan
21) Thomas Kelly

22) John "Jack" Keough ·
. 23) Joseph Kissane
24) Leonard Kmak

25) William Lupo
26) Norbert Maday
27) Robert Mayer

28) Vincent McCaffrey
29) Donald Mulsoff

30) Thomas O'Gonnan
31) James Ray

32) John Robinson
33) Kenneth Ruge
34) Raymond Skriba
35) Marion Snieg ·
36) yictor Stewart
37) Ralph Strand

38) Thomas Swade
39) Anthony Vader
47.

Naines that have not previously been released but who, on information and belief,

have been accused of sexual misconduct with a minor:
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1) James Flosi
48.

There are also a number of religious order priestS Who worked in the Archdiocese.

OnI information and beliet: the ArchdiQcese
had control and/or supervision over these clerics
.
while they were working in the Archdiocese. On information and belief, the Archdiocese knows
about these clerics' misconduct On information and belief, those religious order clerics that
have been accused of sexual misconduct are:
1) Robert Berlet (Christian Brothers)
2) Robert Brouillette (Christian Brothers)
3) Vincent Bryce (Dominicans)
4) George Dyer (Dominicans)
5) Terrence Fitzmaurice (Benedictines)
6) John Huels (Servite)
7) Augustine Jones (Benedictines)
8) Donald McGuire (Jesuits)
9) John Murphy (Augustinians)
10) Robert Muri)hy (Camelites)
11) Michael O'Connor (Augustinians) ·
12) Jean Baptiste (J.B.) Onnechea (Passionists)
13) Eusebio Pantoja (Claretians)
14) Thomas Paramo (Claretians)
15) Carlos Peralta (Salesians)
16) John Powell (Jesuits)
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17) Andrew Ronan (Servites)
18) Wilton Skiffington (Jesuits)

19) Patrick Strong (Augustinians)
49.

~sexually molested John Doe 100 at some point between

approximately 2000 and 2005, when John Doe 100 was a minor child.
50.

Neither John Doe 100 nor Mother Doe 100 knew that the Archdiocese had

received reports a b o u t - e x u a l abuse of children.
COUNT I

(Injunction -Release of Names)

51.

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in

. ·Count I.
52..

Plaintiffs bring Count I on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of similarly

situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this· Complaint.

53.

The practices of the Archdiocese of Chicago have endangered numerous children

in the past and these practices will continue to put children at risk in the future.

54.

Plaintiffs and the class have the right to not be sexually molested by clerics of the

Archdiocese of Chicago.
55.

The Archdiocese owes a duty to warn all children and their parents that come into

contact with its clerics of allegations of sexual misconduct by the clerics because these children
and their parents hold clerics in an esteemed position, which gives clerics virtually unlimited
access to children.

56.

The Archdiocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of

the names of clerics against whom· the Archdiocese has deemed to have credible allegations of
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sexual misconduct with cbildreil to the court and to the public at large.
The Archdiocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of

57.

the names of clerics. that have been acciised of sexual misconduct with children
to the court and ·
.·
\

to the public at large.
Unless injunctive relief is granted numerous children in Illinois are at risk of

58.

being sexually molested by clerics of the Archdiocese.

In order to ensure that children are protected and free from sexual molestation by

59.

clerics, the plaintiffs .and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the
Archdiocese do the following:
.

a)

.

Release the names of all 55 of the priests that it reported to the John Jay Survey to
the court and to the public.

b)

Release the names of all other clerics, l i k e - that were not included in
the John Jay S~ey, but against whom the Archdiocese has received allegations
of sexual misconduct by the cleric with children to the court and to the public.

COUNT II
(Injunction - Documents)
60.

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in

Count II.
61.

Plaintiffs bring Count II on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint.
62.

On information and belief, the ~chdiocese still has documents that are evidence

of crimes committed by clerics against children.

63.

The Archdiocese has a duty to the public at large and to law enforcement to not
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-.-.destrO)' any _docmnents that evidence a crime.
The Archdiocese has. a duty to children that were abused by clerics to not destf9y

64. .

any, documents relating to the sexual misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct of any cleric at
anytime in the Archdiocese of Chicago.
On information and belief the Archdiocese has destroyed documents and/or

65.

concealed documents and/or failed to give documents to law enforcement relating to sexual
misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct by clerics of the Archdiocese.
Unless injunctive relief is granted, cbildren·will be at imminent risk of being

66.

molested by clerics of the Archdiocese, law enforcement will be prevented from doing its job,
and those children that have already been molested by clerics will have their rights negatively
. affected

In order to ensure that children are protected and free from sexual molestation by

67.

clerics, the plaintiffs and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the
Archdiocese do the following:
a)

Turn over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexual
misconduct by a cleric against a child to the Illinois Courts for supervision of ·
these documents.

b)

Turn over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexual
misconduct by a cleric against a child to law enforcement. .

c)

Cease in the destruction or spoliation of any documents with any connection to
any allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child.

d)

Cease to conceal or misplace any documents with any connection to any
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allegation of sexual inisconduct by a cleric against a child.

COUNTfil
(Declaratory Judgment)

68.

Plaintiffs repeat arid reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in

Count ID.

69.

Plaintiffs briJig Count ID on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint.
70.

There is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the
Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of not releasing the names of
those clerics that have been accused of molesting children.

71.

There is also an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the
Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practice of not removing a cleric that is
accused of molesting a child from any position where the cleric has any contact with children.

72.

Finally, there is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of

the pl~tiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether
the Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of destroying and/or
concealing docwnents evidencing allegations of sexual misconduct by clerics.
73.

The plaintiffs and members of the plaintiff class are entitled to a declaration that

the Archdiocesan practices of not releasing the names of clerics accused of sexual misconduct

with minors, not removing clerics that are accused of sexual misconduct with children from
positions where they have access to children, and by destroying and/or concealing documents, is
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not adequate to protect children.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court grant the relief requeSted

within this complaint or any other relief the Court deems just in order to protect children.
Dated: January 31, 2006

diiE&m::
Illinois Bar# 62~1587
·
E-1000 First National Bank Building
332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(651) 227-9990

KERNS, PITROF, FROST & PEARLMAN, LLC
Marc Pearlman
Michael Brooks
70 W. Madison Street, Suite 5350
Chicago, IL 60602
(312) 261-4550
Facsimile: (312)261-4565
Firm No. 38776
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Jimmy Lago
Hudzik, Richard
4/19/2006 3:59:53 PM
Re: Fr. Anthony Vader

Unfortunately, we don't have anything in Fr. Vader's file that clarifies his intentions re: executor. Bishop
Lyne asked for this as well as the Vicar a few weeks ago and we looked through his file. Nothing on
record. Bishop Goedert, his classmate I believe, was not aware of any instructions either. I gave the last
known addresses of his nephews to Bishop Lyne I believe. I'll ask Maryann fox, my assistant to verify this
with you. Sorry.
jim Iago
»> Richard Hudzik 4/19/2006 10: 18:39 AM »>
Jimmy:
As yoLJ may have heard, Anthony Vader is now at a nursing home due to a decline in his health. I suspect
this will be a long-term arrangement for him. However, with his relocation, a question has arisen
regarding his estate planning documents--powers of attorney and will. Fr. Costello advises me that priests
are asked to file copies of these documents with your office. Would Fr. Vader have done such? The
nursing home, as well as his physicians and friends are asking about these items. A search of his effects
here has provided no clues as yet.

Hoping you are well,
Dick
Deacon Richard F. Hudzik
Director
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House
P.O. Box455
Mundelein, IL 60060-0455
www.stritchretreat.om
tel 847.566.6060
fax 847.566.6082

CC:

Costello, Vincent; Fox, Maryann
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

COPY
PO. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 75l-5279
www.archchicago.org

April 27, 2006
Ms. Roberta Magurany
Administrator
Division of Residential Housing Holy Family Villa
12220 S. Will Cook Road
Lemont, Illinois 60439
Dear Ms. Magurany,
I want to thank you again for taking your time and agreeing to meet with Rev. Vincent
Costello, Vicar for Priests and me on April 24th in regards to Rev. Anthony Vader. I also
want to thank you again for your agreement to serve as Fr. Vader's on-sit "monitor," now
that he is a resident of Holy Family Villa. As you know, Fr. Vader is a retired and
withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago with at least one substantiated allegation
of sexual misconduct with a minor against him.
I am writing as a follow up to our meeting this morning where we discussed Fr. Vader's
Individual Specific Protocols and his restrictions as a withdrawn priest of this diocese.
Please contact me at any time if you have any questions regarding the materials that I
provided you today, including the TraveWacation Form and the "Summary Time Line"
of substantiated allegations of sexual misconduct with minors against Fr. Vader received
by the Archdiocese of Chicago to date.
Thank you again Ms. Magurany for your agreement to assist both my office and the Vicar
for Priests office with this matter. Please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205 or Fr.
Costello at [312] 642-183 7 at any time with any questions or concerns.
Since ely,
.
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Leah McCluskey
"'
Professional Responsibility Adminis

tor

Enclosures

Cc:

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
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AR.CHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

1

COPY

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 75l-5279
www.archchicago.org

April 27, 2006
Rev. Anthony Vader
Holy Family Villa
12220 S. Will-Cook Road
Lemont, Illinois 60439
Dear Fr. Vader,
I want to thank you again for meeting with Rev. Vincent Costello and myself at Holy
Family Villa on April 24, 2006 to review the enclosed Individual Specific Protocols
[ISP].
As we discussed on April 24 111 , I am returning the ISP and the related Travel/Vacation
Agreement Form that we reviewed to you and have forwarded copies to your canonical
advocate and civil attorney as well. Please note that after our conversation with you and
a subsequent conversation with your on-site monitor Ms. Roberta Magurany, you will not
be asked to complete any Daily Log Forms. As per Ms. Magurany, it is a policy of Holy
Family Villa that all residents are signed out and in upon any outing. Fr. Costello and I
agreed that this was sufficient documentation for any time you might spend outside of
Holy Family Villa. Ms. Magurany offered to forward such documentation to my
attention on the occasions when you leave the residence. I ask that you review and
discuss the ISP with your counsel and then return the signed protocol to me no later than
May 9, 2006.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205 or Fr. Costello
at [312] 642-1837.

Enclosures
Cc:

/

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Patrick Reardon, Civil Attorney
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL, Canonical Advocate
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Leah McCluskey - vader

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

I

Ralph Bonaccorsi
Leah McCluskey

5/12/2006 5:06:12 PM
vader

Bobbie Magurany called to ask if it is OK that A. Vader be a member of a group that will travel toCulver
Ind. on an overnite trip. Bobbie will be present as supervisor /chaperone
The trip is May23 /24. Give bobbie a
Ralph

call--1111•••
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Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Professional Responsibility
6 76 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910
Chicago, Illinois 60611
[312] 751-5205
[312] 751-52 79, Fax

FAX MEMORANDUM

TO:

Roberta Magurany ·

FROM:
RE:

Fr. Vader

DATE:

May 15, 2006

Message: Dear Bobbie,
I spoke with your assistant Kathy today and let her know that I would be faxing this
form to you. Thank you for your phone call on Friday regarding Fr. Vader and the
planned overnight trip. Could you please fill out this form and fax back to me so
that I may place it in Fr. Vader's file? .Please call me at [312] 751-5205 with any
questions.
Thank you,
Leah McCluskey

Number of pages [including this cover sheet]: 2

Date and time of transmission: 11 :30 AM 05/15/06
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

P.O. Box 1979
Chicngo, Illinois 60690-1979

Office of Professional Responsibility

(312) 751-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
www.archchicago.org

May 18, 2006
Rev. Anthony Vader
Holy Family Villa
12220 S. Will Cook Road
Lemont, Illinois 60439
Dear Fr. Vader,
Enclosed with this letter is a copy of your current completed and signed Individual
Specific Protocol. Please note that copies of this document have also been sent to your
canonical advocate, civil attorney, Vicar for Priests, and to your on-site monitor Ms.
Roberta Magurany.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Enclosure

Cc:

I

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Ms. Roberta Magurany, on-site monitor
Patrick Reardon, civil attorney
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL, canonical advocate
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HOLY FAMILY VILLA
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OFF OF PRDFES RESPON

f, eu. ~' i~I //a Je.e [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to
[destinanou, address and contact phone nwnbet]

Q.. . . lv ~,Tm d,, -· {J; dn- _o e..\) p'Mi~
1

.zaz. _[departure date]
.
€. .eu"
A. .d1 y UdTC[name of cleric]

·-- from ~" 23

rnlbl 2.5-2~_.[return date].I
w;n be ohaperoned by Rob", i-!3. f'rl'IJ'"'"'( [name of chaperone). PRA
through

IJ...

(

.. I

.

II

I

may couta<t
-t}~)n. CQ))(fA~"'e/

the chaperone. at the folfowing pho1:l.e number prior to departllre

The

identiffod chaperone has accepted the responsibility of verifying the .location and

activities of£QJ .A;,_~°"i

VQ'1ec [name of cleric] during the aforementioned time

frame.
I. Contacts With minors by

f?. €\ t. Ar-.-h o. .V/kJ :fl(name of cleric] must be in the

pres1moe of the identified ohaperoue. Inappropriate situations and locations
41.com.p:atible vv:ith a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.
2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of

Rw A±+, y UaJ v

[cleric name) over the aforementioned time period of travel.

lh

3. As

p~iously noted, the date of return d, ev . t/J"'+OYly Vode! s [cJeric naroe]

resi&.ence bas been. scheduled for

ma y). ~.2aXo [aforementioned return date].

However. due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be
changed. In the event of such a cirewnstance, should the original plans be

subsfrantiaUy chang~ pleas~ contact~ at [312] 75 l-S 205.
Cleric Sigulatur~ : ;

PRA'

·

_l

'· , •

Date!

S-

(Cf -- (){p

J":r9-o&

AOC 021688

08/07/2006 14:23 FAX 630 257 2334

HOLY FAMILY VILLA

RECEIVEf51° 02
AUG 0 7 2006
ARCHDIOCESE OF CH'~AGO

TRA VEuvACAT10N NoTIFicAT10N oFF1crnF PROFEssroN~,L RE.s?6Ns1s1uTY
NOTE: This fonn must be submitted to PRA three weeks prior to planned departure
In event of an emergency need, contact PRA or Vicar for Priests to discuss travel

'1£.J. ~ LlJ.kd( '{p,bef= [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to
[destination address and contact phone number] {!,Lt Jv/;C... £t,1Aw9
1
2/:£.~hOJIJ
from
~/ 1 /o& [departure date]

'ReiJ. ~!ll:J ~.Of.~ [name of cleric]
will be chaperoned ~..),.i M(fJ.•filtJ~name of chaperone]. PRA may contact

through

[return date].

the chaperone at the following phone number prior to departure

The

identified chaperone has accepted the responsibility of verifying the location and
activities of

ft.

Vh'DE ~

1. Contacts with minors by

/j_ Vn-C>~ie.

[name of cleric] must be in the

presence of the identified chaperone. Inappropriate situations and locations

U)
CD

!!!

E

ffl

g

·s,

~

c:..>

=U>
-Q) C>
::z CJ
c:::>
:5 CL. <I:

[name of cleric] during the aforementioned time

frame.

c;~

>~~~ ~
a.. :ii ~ ~. 0
Q § ~~ b
z
0 "'C813~
...._ C>
0
0
-ma
cs·
c: cc :c.

incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided.

0 c:::> a:
<I:

· - LL.

c:

LL.I

2. The identified chaperone may be asked to attest to the activities and whereabouts of m c:..>

[cleric name] over the aforementioned time period of travel.

l

As previously noted, the date of return to

residence has been scheduled for

Ff<.

(5U::
LL.
C>

i,y ~ e S 's [cleric name]

g Jr 0 Jot

[aforementioned return date].

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date tna.y be
changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be

substantially changed, please contact PRA at [312] 751-5205.
Date: _
PRA Signature:
A copy of dlis doeugaent will be provided to the i::leri
in tbe Oll'ace of Professional Responsibility and a c:o

lor Priests' Office.

___.~('--7_._{_o-~_ _

<l(1lOw
- ·aal will be placed io tbe deric's file
placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar
Revised 3/ZS/06

AOC 021689

.

:

rn:312 7515279

AUG-31-2005 10:11 FROM:

_/24/2006 4:00

:BWM&S .

PAGE 004/004

. ax Server
f' •
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August 23, 2006

Mr.James A.
Attorooy at l
Blll'ke. Wan MfJtl(ay & Serritella. P. C.
22"'1Floor, l
Plaza
330 North W
Chicago. flli

RECEIVED

AUG 3 1 2006
ARCHDIOCESE Qi' CfilC.t.CO

OFFICE OF PROFESSIDfJAL RESPDr~SIB!LITY

RR;

Dear Mr. S
Please be iulv
~t her

Archdiocese
Tbaok

ella;

j

t:ha1
has retained my serviceti ro
her claim against Father Anthony Vader and the Chicagu
r sc:xual a.bu.~.

you.

AOC 021690

T",312 7515279

AUG-31-2006 10:11 FROM:

PAGE 0021ooq

_/24/2006 4:00

BWM&S _

atto~ne~

Hug 23 2006 11:08AM

ax Server
p.1___

at law

RECEIVED

AUG 3 1 2006
AfiCHDllJCt.SE OF CHICACO
g)ffiCEOFPROFESSIO~JAL RESPOr\SISILITY

DATE:

Zco(,, ·

TO:

ATT:
FAX NO.:

RE:
NUMBERO
PAGES SE
(INCLUDING

covm):
0 ORIGINAL WILL NOT Foll.OW
UNLESS REQUE'.ST'ED

COMMENTS:

docs not ~pt l>«\'~Qfpleadin~ by .FAX without
Note:

The infl
'on oontllined in this mcsimile mess1l3e is attumey privileged and
amfide Al iTlformation intended for the use of the indiv.idual ur erui11 named
abovc. l he reade~ of this message is n('lt the ]nrendcd ~pient, you arc hereby
notified
any·dia1:1c:mlllati.on, distribution, or copying: of this commwiicatinn is
.!ttricily uhlbi~ If you hnve received this fax in erTOr, please immediately
notify
y t.elcphune, ~ return \he originw mesHga to us at i:he above address
via tlu:.
Podal Service, Thank you.

AOC 021691

'·

e

AUG-31-2006 10: 22 FROM:

BWM&.5

..;/Zq/ZOOS 4:00

Tf"1, 3l .15279
PAGE 003/004

,::axTerver

Mr. lame..i.i A. er.ri1eUa
At'tomey at
Burke, War

2:zM Floor•.

AUG 3 1 2006

330North W

CbiQtGo.m·

Ancr;~·_:!JCESE

Of

C:-'11L/~::'.J

!JfflCEOF PRurESSIDl~f;L RbSF::r:~.i'..;!~iT!'

that
has retained my services tn represent
against F111her Anthony Vader nod the Chicago Archdiocese for

Sinct:r1;ly.

AOC 021692

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

Office of Professional Responsibility
Leah R McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

/rBJ ~~_g aw~1Q-Fi1

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

1fl)E zo~LW
1

MEMORANDUM

OFFICE OFTHE

CHANCELLOR
Ralph Bonaccors~ Assistance Ministry
ev. Vince Costello, Vicar for Priests
ev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
llilillY Lago, Chancellor
Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O'Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Ar<:hbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Office of Professional Responsibility

TO:

A

~tJ{>

FROM:

Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

DATE:

August 31, 2006

RE:

[PFR-137) Vader, Rev. Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn)
Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 8/31/06.

Please advise this office of any information you may have in your files regarding Vader,
Rev. Anthony
It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation of this matter be properly handled_
Thank you.

Attachment
Cc:

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Very Rev. John Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Dennis Lyle, Rector, Mundelein Seminary
Very Rev. James Presta, Vicar, St. Joseph Seminary

AOC 021693

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

Office of Professional Responsibility
Leah R McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CAOC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

MEMORANDUM

Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry
Rev. Vince Costello, Vicar for Priests ·
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
/ Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility
John O'Malley, Legal Services
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Office of Professional Responsibility

TO:

~tf f

FROM:

Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant
Office of Professional Responsibility

DATE:

August 31, 2006

-

[PFR-137] Vader, Rev. Anthony (Retired/Withdrawn)

RE:

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 8/31/06.
Please advise this office of an information you may have in your files regarding Vader,
Rev. Anthony
It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the
investigation ofthis matter be properly handled.

Thank you.

Attachment
Cc:

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Very Rev. John Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Dennis Lyle, Rector, Mundelein Seminary
Very Rev. James Presta, Vicar, St. Joseph Seminary

AOC 021694

ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

Leah R McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

c

.•,

PY
.

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

September 6, 2006

Dear
I am writing this letter in regards to your client
and her allegation of sexual abuse against Rev. Anthony Vader.
I attempted to reach you via phone on September 5, 2006 to follow up with your
August 23, 2006 letter regarding
I would like to speak with
you in order to determine if
is interested in scheduling a time
to meet so that she could formalize her allegation against Fr. Vader.
Please contact me at [312] 751-5205 so that we may discuss this matter.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Ad

AOC 021695

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Legal Services

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

John C. O'Malley
Director

Tel: (312) 751-5379
Fax: (312) 751-5252
e-mail: jomalley@archchicago.org

September 29, 2006

RECEIVED

OCT 0 2 2006

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPui~SIOILITY

Ms. Shauna Boliker
Assistant State's Attorney
State's Attorney of Cook County (2)
2650 South California
Chicago, Illinois 60608

RE:

06 SC 140 Date of Birth: Unknown
Date of alleged abuse: Unknown

Dear Ms. Boliker:
Please be advised the Archdiocese of Chicago has received a claim from attorney' on behalf of
that an Archdiocesan priest, Fr. Anthony Vader
sexually abused her as a minor. At this time, we do not know when or where the molestation
occurred. The priest is retired and withdrawn from ministry.
If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let
me know.
Very truly yours,

M~At

<--/oC:: ~~~'Malley
Director of Legal Service
JCOM:sm
cc:

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Mr. James A. Serritella
Ms. Elizabeth Yore

SCDirs\06SC140\Notification to State's Attorney Office

AOC 021696

.f

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of Legal Services

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

John C. O'Malley
Director

Tel: (312) 751-5379
Fax: (312) 751-5252
e-mail: jomalley@archchicago.org

September 29, 2006

RECEIVED

OCT 0 2 2006

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPOiwSJBILITY

Ms. Shauna Boliker
Assistant State's Attorney
State's Attorney of Cook County (2)
2650 South California
Chicago, Illinois 60608
RE:

06 SC 141 Date of Birth: Unknown
Date of alleged abuse: Unknown

Dear Ms. Boliker:
Please be advised the Archdiocese of Chicago has received a claim from attorney - · on behalf of
that an Archdiocesan priest, Fr. Anthony Vader
sexually abused her as a minor. At this time, we do not know when or where the molestation
occurred. The priest is retired and withdrawn from ministry.
·

If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let
me know.
Very truly yours,

~r:-

-lo'::~-r ~'Malley
Director of Legal Service

JCOM:sm
cc:

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Mr. James A. Serritella
Ms. Elizabeth Yore

SCDirs\06SC 141 \Notification State' sAttomeyOfficeR·····

AOC 021697

BWM&.S

12120/2006 12:29

PAGE 004/005

Fax Server

. BURKE, WARREN, ~cl<Ay & SERRITELLA, P.C.
22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA
330 NOKI'H WABASH AVENUE

JAMESA.~

CHICAGO, rLLINOIS 60611-3607
TELEPHONE (312) 840-7'000
FACSIMn.E (312) 840-1900
www.burlcelaw.mm

D11111cr Ow. NuMBl!ll
(l 12) 844-7040

jaerrbella@bwtcl&w.com

DeCember 19, 2006

VIA FACSIMILE & U.S. MAIL

Re:

·Dear-=
I am following up on your letter of August 23, 2006 regarding the above matter. I have passed
your correspondence on to Ms. Leah McCluskey, the Professional Responsibility Administrator of the
Archdiocese of Chicago. It is my understanding that someone from her office has been or will be in
contact with you about this maner. As you know, either you or your client can contact Mr. Ralph
Bonaccorsi (312-751-8267), Assistance Minister of the Archdiocese, for pastoral assistance or therapy
at the Archdiocese's expense from a licensed therapist of your client's choice.
Please direct your communications about this matter to the undersigned.
Very truly yours,

J~tella
lj
cc:

Leah McCluskey (via facsimile)
Ralph Bonaccorsi (via facsimile)

1211912006/10:08 AM/09891/007331417973/l

AOC 021698

BWM&.S

12/20/2006 12:29

PAGE 005/005

Fax Server

Mr. Phillip Aaron
December 19, 2006
Page2
bee:

Reverend Edward Grace (via facsimile)
Reverend Vincent Costello (via facsimile)
John O'Malley (via facsimile)

12/19/2006f10:08 AM/09891/00733/417973/1

AOC 021699

BWM&S

12120/2006 12:35

PAGE 004/005

Fax Server

BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY &·SERRITELLA, P.C.
22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA
330 NORTH WABASH AVENUE

JAMBS A. SElUUTBLLA

CHICAGO, ILLINOJS 60611-3607
TELBPHONE {312) ~7000
. FACSIMil.B (312) 840-7900
www.bu:kelaw.com

DllBCJ' Dw. NlJMBBR
(312) 840-7040
~law.com

December 19, 2006

RECEIVED

OEC 1 9 2006
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

· VIA FACSIMILE & U.S. MAlL

QfflCEOF PROFESSIONAL RESPONS\8\L\TY

Vacier

I am following up on your letter of August .23, 2006 regarding the above matter. I have passed
your correspondence on to Ms. Leah McCluskey, the Professional Responsibility Administrator of the
Archdiocese of Chicago. It is my understanding that .someone from her office has been or will be in
contact with you about this matter. As you know, either you or your client can contact Mr. Ralph
~onaccorsi (312-751-8267), Assistance Minister of the Archdiocese, for pastoral assistance or therapy
at the Archdiocese's expense from a licensed therapist of your client's choice.
Please direct your communications about this matter to the undersigned.
Very truly yours,

lj
cc:

Leah McCluskey (via facsimile)
Ralph Bonaccorsi (via facsimile)

. 12119/2006/10:17 AM/09891/00731/417976/1

AOC 021700

BWM&.S

1?'20/2006 12:35

PAGE 005/005

Fax Server

Mr. Phillip Aaron
December 19, 2006
·Page2
bee: .Reverend Edward Grace (via facsimile)
Reverend Vincent Costello (via facsimile)
John O'Malley (via facsimile)

12119/2006(10: 17 AM/09891/00731/417976/1

...

AOC 021701

ARCHDIOCES'E
OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

.
'

.

-

Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

Memorandum
To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Patricia Zacharias, Professional Responsibility Assistant Administrat

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony (Withdrawn)/

Date:

January 8, 2007

;;:;·

f ).)

had scheduled and then cancelled an appointment with PRA to
formalize her allegation against Fr. Vader on 10/17/05. She had indicated she would
call PRA back to reschedule her appointment.
There has been no further contact with this case inactive at this time.

as of today's date. PRAA is making

AOC 021702

:aura. Neri-Palomino - All~gation

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

ag,r=-c;~,. •l•,I===========

Leah McCluskey
Costello, Vincent; Leonatti, Janet
1/8/2007 5:03:25 PM
Allegation against Vader

All,
s
Just wanted to let you know that I am in the midst of writing up the allegation, but
alleged abuse by Fr. Vader took place when she was over the age of 18. Therefore, this matter needs to
be taken out of RADAR--if Jan or Laura could take care of that. Also Fr. Costello, - i s represented by

Leah

CC:

Grace, Edward; Neri-Palomino, Laura

r

AOC 021703

ICOPY
Office of Professional Responsibility

Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, lSW
Administrator
312··751-5205
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, lliinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6ZOO
312-751-5279 (fax)

Patrida J. 7.acharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

January 19, 2007
Rev. Anthony Vacler
Holy Family Villa
12220 S. Will-Cook Rd.
Lemont, Illinois 60439
Dear Fr. Vader,
I am writing to you in regards to the TRA VELNACATION NOTIFICATION form
that you have agreed to fill out and return to me three weeks prior to any planned
overnight absence from your residence of Holy Family Villa. Upon filling out the form,
please provide a copy to Ms. Roberta Magurany prior to sending it to my office. This is
to ensure that Ms. Magurany is aware of your planned overnight absence in the event that
she does not receive a copy of the notification form from my office prior to any planned
departure. I have enclosed a blank copy of the notification form with this letter.
Rev. Vincent Costello and I will be in contact with you regarding any future additional
changes to your Individual Specific ProtocoL Daily Log, and/or Travel/Vacation
notification forms. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 7515205.

eah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility A
Enclosure
Cc

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Ms. Roberta Magurany
Patrick Reardon, civil attorney
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL, canonical aclvocate

AOC 021704

'

ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

Leah R. McCluskey, MSW, lSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator

312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

January 23, 2007

DearI am writing in response to your January 17, 2007 letter regarding your client and her allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. Anthony Vader.
I am in the process of finishing the draft report of the December 15, 2006 meeting when
formalized her allegation against Fr. Vader. When I have
completed the draft, I will send it to
in the care of your office.

If you have any questions, please contact me at [312] 751-5205.
Sinc,.erely,

AOC 021705

HICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility
Leah R. McOuskey, MSW, LSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

January 23, 2007

I am writing in response to your January 17, 2007 le er regarding your client_
and her allegation of sexual miscon uct against Rev. Anthony Vader.
As I informed
and your associat due to the fact that
your client was over the age of 18 and adult at the f e of the a11eged abuse by Fr. Vader,
this matter will not be presented to the Review Boar . I explained during our November
30, 2006 meeting that the Review Board is only pres nted matters of the alleged sexual
abuse of children by clerics and the Vicar for Priests' Office addresses matters of such
misconduct involving adults. Therefore, I will forw d this matter to Rev. Vincent
Costello, Vi1~ar for Priests for his attention.
I am in the process of finishing the draft report of o fNovember 301h meeting when•
formalized her allegation against Fr. ader. When I have completed the
in the care f your office. As I clarified during
draft, I will send it to
has made changes to the draft
the November 301h meeting, once
report, the entire matter will be forwarded to Fr. Cost llo.

If you have any questions, please contact me at [312] 751-5205. If you wish to contact
Fr. Costello, he may be reached at [312] 642-1837.

AOC 021706

Rece·1 ed Fax :

Jan 30 2007 9 :SSAM

01/30/2007

11:52

Fax Station :

312-751~~,9

attorne

at l a1·1

PROF RESPONSIBILI

.

1 • ·
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IDJ rb © ~.wm09

I

JAN .) 1 2JO l

r

BY:----------------Office of Pl'l)f~~lonal Rtsponeibility

rost Office Box 1979
Chicilgo, lllinol~ 60690-1979

Leah R. McCluvkny, MSW, I.SW

MIOO·m·6200
312·751·5219 (fax)

Admlnlstrntor

312·751 -5205
lmcc1u,,key@lll'.'l:hc1Uc~.o~

Petrlcla J. Zacharias, LCl'C, CAOC. CEAP
Assistant Administrator
:m.·867-8793

p:t11chariM@.irchchicago.org

January 30, 2007

VIA FACISIMILI.E AND MAIL

RECEIVED

Dear

J hope that this letter finds you doing well.
Enclosed you will find a draft report of your aJlegati.on of sexual misconduct against Rev.
Anthony Vader. The repo.rt is based upon our meeting that took piace on December i 5, 2006.
Thank you again for meeting with Mrs. Mayra Flores and myself.
I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy. Please
return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then return a final report
to you fur your signature, ~atures are provided, a copy of the final report will be
forwarded to you through , in the interest of expediting this process~ I ask that you return the
e.nclosed report with your changes as near to as you are able or on February 13, 2007. Please .
know that you may also respond by February 13"' with. a wr.itten r.equest fur a two-week
extension. to review the repon, which then I would ask that yuu .return it to me by February 27,
2007. I have noted this time frame in light o:fpresenting this matter to the Review Board as soon
as possib]e so that this matter may continue forward.

If you have any q.uestions, please feel free to contact me at (312] 751-5205.

Leah McCluskey
Professional Respo.nsjbility Ad

Enclosure

AOC 021707

TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME
NAME
FAX
TEL
SER.#

01/30

DATE, TIME
FAX NO. /NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

01/30/2007 11:54

PROF RESPONSIBILITY
312-7515279
312-7515206
BROM2JB64224

11:52

00:02:05
09

OK
STANDARD
ECM

ARCH DIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Ofticc of Prufo~~.iouP.1 Rci;poosibilir:y

OlymJiia Centre

(312)7.51-5205
1-800-994-6200
Fax (312)7 51-5279

·

737 N. Michig:i.o Avenue, Suite 900
C:hicngo, Illirioi~ 60611

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET
TO:

FROM:

Laura A. Neri-Palomino

-

Attorney
FAXNUMHl?.11.:

IJflTF.:

PHONE:: NllMJ:IF.:R:

TO'r/\J. NO.

January 30, 2007
PflGBS JNCLUmNG covrm,

PHONE NUMllF.:R:

RP..<

Vader~
lac:orY ATTAr.:HED

0

o~·

9

SER /\TTACHF.'f)

D PLEASE REv1:i::w

312-751-5206

D

APPROvAr. NEEDED

DPLF.ASE PROVWc COPY

0

0

Pr.EASE RESPOND :\SAP

rOR YOUR INFORMATION []pLEASF,: SIGN/RF.TURN

Here is
dtaft report of her allegation of sexual misconduct against
Rev. Anthony Vadet dated D¢i;ember 15, 2006.

The original report is bcing mailed today.
Laura

AOC 021708

ARCHDIOCES'E
OF CHICAGO
Office of Professional Responsibility

Post Office Box 1979

'

Chicago, lliinois 60690-1979

1-800-994-6200
312-751-5279 (fax)

Leah R McCluskey, MSW, lSW
Administrator
312-751-5205
lmcduskey@archchicago,org
Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator

312,.867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org

February 6, 2007

VIA FACISIMILIE AND MAIL

Dear
I hope that this letter finds you doing well and I apologize for getting this report to you at
such a late date.
Enclosed you will find a draft report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev.
Anthony Vader. The report is based upon out meeting that took place on November 30,
2006. Thank you again for meeting with Mr. Ralph Bonaccorsi and myself.
I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy.
Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then
return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures are provided, a copy of
the final report will be forwarded to you through
in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you return the
report with your changes as near to as you are able or on February 20, 2007.
Please know that you may also respond by February 20th with a written request for a twoweek extension to review the report, which then I would ask that you return it to me by
March 6, 2007. I have noted this time frame in light of forwarding this information to
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests as soon as possible so that this matter may be
addressed.
enclo~d

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

eah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility A,~1ms
Enclosure
Cc:

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021709

ARCHDIOCESE OF GUCAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax
312-751-5279, fax

P.O. Box 1979

Chicago, illinois 60690-1 979

MEMORANDUM

To:

File - PFR-137

From:

Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired/Withdrawn]

Date:

February 13, 2007

eJ

This Director received a voice mail message this morning from
re ardin the draft report of her allegation against Rev. Anthony Vader. •
acknowledged that it had been requested that her additions/changes to
the draft were returned to this office by today.
stated that it has been difficult for her to read the draft and that
she was requesting the additional two weeks offered to have her additions/changes
returned to this office. She asked to be called with any questions at

AOC 021710

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces a memorandum to file prepared by Leah McCluskey of the Archdiocese of
Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review, dated March 8, 2007, summarizing
Victim KH's allegations of abuse against Fr. Anthony Vader. According to the summary,
Victim KH alleged that she was abused by Fr. Vader at St. Laurence parish in the late 1960s,
when Victim KH was in the sixth through eighth grades. The abuse occurred approximately
once a week and consisted of Fr. Vader fondling Victim KH's breasts and buttocks.

AOC 021711

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

March 9, 2007

COPY
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

VIA FACIMILIE AND MAIL

. Dear
I hope that this letter finds you doing well.
Enclosed you will find a final report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev_
Anthony Vader. The report is based upon your revisions that you returned to me. Thank you so
much for your additions and changes.
in the interest of continuing to expedite this process, I ask that you return
the enclosed report with your signature to me by March 23, 2007. In the event that I do not
receive any response from you by March 23rd, I will assume that the final report is accurate and I
will continue to proceed forward with this matter.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Enclosure

AOC 021712

TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME
NAME
FAX
TEL
SER.H

03/09

DATE, TIME
FAX NO./NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

:
:
:
:
:

03/09/2007 11:02
PROF RESPONSIBILITY
312-7515279
312-7515205
BROM2J854224

11:00

00:02:02
09
OK
STANDARD
ECM

Archdiocese of Chicago
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Rev1ew

Post Office Box 19 79
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1 9 79
[312] 751-5205
[312] 751-5279, Fax

r. . , , :~fl~:~~ft~~~
u 1!J
!

J l :1 2 1 ~:~ l 1llt1~1

FAX MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:

DATE:

March 9, 2007

1'1essage:llllllll
I am sending the original report to you in the mail today. Please call me at [3121

751 ·5205 with any questions.
Thank YOU,

AOC 021713

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract supplements a memorandum to file from Leah McCluskey of the Archdiocese of
Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review, dated March 9, 2007, summarizing
Victim KL' s allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Anthony Vader. According to the summary,
Victim KL alleged that she was abused by Fr. Vader in approximately 1970, when Victim KL
was approximately 19 years old. The abuse consisted of once incident of Fr. Vader touching
Victim KL's genitals under her clothes. Ms. McCluskey informed Victim KL that her allegation
would be given to the Vicar for Priests' Office for further processing since Victim KL alleged
that the abuse occurred when she was over the age of 18.

AOC 021714

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, !II inois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

April 10, 2007

Dear
Enclosed you will find a finalized copy of your report with all of the necessary signatures.
If you have any questions please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

dly, (

~e.

Caroly~

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Enclosures

Leah Mccluskey - Re: Allegation

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Page 1 H

Leah McCluskey
Costello, Vincent

4/10/2007 12:41:14 PM
Re: Allegation

Sounds good to me Fr. Costello. I will bring a copy of the allegation with me--a copy was sent over to you
today via interoffice mail.
Leah
»> Vincent Costello 4/10/2007 11 :35 AM >»
That's great question. I suggest you bring it along and once we assess the situation we can decide what
we want to do with the allegation. How does that sound?
Fr. Vince Costello
»> Leah McCluskey 04/10107 9: 19 AM »>
Fr. Costello,
I just received in the mail late yesterday a signed allegation against Fr. Vader. I'm not certain what his
mental health status is at this point--dependent upon that, I would like to read him the allegation when we
meet with him on 4/24. What do you think?
Leah

AOC 021716

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for die Prolection of Children and Youlb
Office of Assislance Minisuy
Office for Cbild Abuse Investigations and Review

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, minois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Safe Environment Office

OFFICE FOR CIDLD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

AGENDA

I.

Approval of Minutes- March 17, 2007

II.

Case Reviews

B. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003)-PFR-137

•

Allegation made b y · · · · · ·

m.

AOC 021717

IV.

The next Review Board Meeting is scheduled for Saturday,Mav 19, 2007

AOC 021718

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse lovestigatioos arul Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 6069().1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

REVISED
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Review Board
Saturday, April 14, 2007 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Not Present:

Non-members present:

I?)

Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revi
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Approval of Minutes - March 17, 2007
•

Requested changes will be made as directed; Revised March 17, 2007 minutes
will be sent out in the packets for the next scheduled Review Board meeting for
members' approval

• began by leading a brief discussion of the status of the proposed
"Supervision Program [formerly known as the 'Monitoring Program']" and the
process of updating the §1100 Sexual Abuse of Minors: Policies for Education,
Prevention, Assistance to Victims and Procedures for Determination of Fitness
for Ministry

II.

A.

AOC 021719

B. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader [Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003) - PFR 137
The Review Board was to conduct an Initial Review of
allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader. A
summary of the allegation is as follows: touching breasts and buttocks over clothin ;
ina ro riate conversations

Due to a lack of time, the Board was unable to review this matter. Therefore, this
matter was continued to the scheduled May 19, 2007 Review Board meeting.

III.

c.

2

AOC 021720

D.

3

AOC 021721

IV.

4

AOC 021722

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

5

AOC 021723

•

•

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, May 19, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Rev. John Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1.
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

6

AOC 021724

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children am! Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

COPY
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

HAND DELIVERED

April24,2007

Ms. Roberta Magurany
Holy Family Villa
12220 S. Will-Cook Road
Palos Park, Illinois 60464
Dear Ms. Magurany,
Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the summary of allegations of the sexual abuse of
minors against Rev. Anthony Vader that have been received by the Office for Child
Abuse Investigations and Review to date. You will also find copies of the most recent
"Clergy Daily Log" and "Travel/Vacation Notification" forms that Fr. Vader will be
directed to use as a client ofthis office.
As you know, one of our Vicars for Priests Rev. Vincent Costello and myself are
scheduled to meet with Fr. Vader today to review with him his updated Individual
Specific Protocol [ISP]. I have also enclosed with this letter a blank copy of the ISP that
Fr. Vader will be asked to follow.
Ms. Magurany, I want to thank you again for your continued assistance with the matter of
Fr. Vader's relation to this office. As always if you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abuse Inves
Cc

and Review

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar fo riest
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's De egate to the Review Board

AOC 021725

SUMMARY TIME LINE OF ALLEGATION
ACCUSED
Nnme:

Rev. Anthony Vader

Address:

Holy Family Villa

ACCUSER

Date of Birth:
Current age:

80

Name of civil attorney:

Patrick Reardon

55

Date of Ordination [of accused]:

5/i/52

Location:

Mundelein

Age at ordination:

25

Assignment location of accused:

N/A

Status of accused:

Retired/Withdrawn

Name of canonical advocate:

Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL

Date allegation received:

8/24/06

Date allegation formalized: 12/15/06
Date of initial incident of alleged abuse: 1963
Date of last incident of alleged abuse: 1966
Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse: several

AOC 021726

Brief summary of alleged abuse: abuse took place from 6-8th grade; touching breasts
and buttocks over clothing; inappropriate conversations
B1ief summary and date of response from accused: has not been presented to Fr.
Vader for a response to date; tentative date to meet with Fr. Vader scheduled for April 24,
2007

Stage of disposition by Review Board: Initial Review

Additional allegations made by accuser: None

AOC 021727

ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED
Name of accuser:
Date of Birth:
Current age: 61
Name of civil attorney:
Date allegation received:

9/30/02

Date allegation formalized: 10/21/02

Date of initial incident of alleged abuse:

1955

Date of last incident of alleged abuse:

195 5/1966

Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse: several over the course of
approximately one year

Brief summary of alleged abuse: 10 years old; abuse lasted approximately 1 year;
alleges that Fr. Vader viewed her breasts [lifted and unbuttoned blouse] and vaginal area
••••••••••••••••occasionally
Fr. Vader visited
's home and fondled breasts
Brief summary and date of response from accused: 11/15/02; Fr. Vader denied the
allegation
Stage of disposition by Review Board: 8/03; reasonable cause to suspect [at then First
Stage Review (now known as Initial Review), withdrawn from ministry with
"monitoring"]

Additional allegations made by accuser:

None

AOC 021728

ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED
Name of accuser:
Date of Birth:
Current age: 60
Name of civil attorney:
Date allegation received:

10/02

Date allegation formalized: 11/4/02
Date of initial incident of alleged abuse:

195 8

Date of last incident of alleged abuse:

1958

Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse: one

Briefsummary of alleged abuse: alleges Fr. Vader fondled her breasts when she was
12 years old
alleges he admitted to this to her approximately 10 years
ago when she confronted him
Brief summary and date of response from accused: 11/15/02; Fr. Vader denied the
allegation
Stage of disposition by Review Board: 8/03; reasonable cause to suspect [at then First
Stage Review (now known as Initial Review), withdrawn from ministry with
"monitoring"]

Additional allegations made by accuser: No

AOC 021729

ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED
Name of accuser:
Date of Birth:
Current age: 57

Date allegation received:

8/28/03

Date allegation formalized: 2/12/04

Date of initial incident of alleged abuse:

1960

Date of last incident of alleged abuse:

1961

Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse: more than one

Brief summary of alleged abuse: rubbing pubic area
- fondling over and under clothing
Brief summary and date of response from accused: 5/24/04; Fr. Vader denied the
allegation
Stage of disposition by Review Board: l 0/04; reasonable cause to suspect

Additional allegations made by accuser: None

AOC 021730

ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED
Name of accuser:
Date of Birth:
Current age:
Name of civil attorney: NIA
Date allegation received:

3/1/04

Date allegation formalized:
Date of initial incident of alleged abuse:
Date of last incident of alleged abuse:
Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse:

Brief summary of alleged abuse: in initial phone conversations,
only
identified Fr. Vader as the accused and that the alleged abuse took place at St. Laurence;
Fr. Vader was assigned to the parish from 6/25/64 - 1/30/68;-stated that she
never followed up to schedule a
was 10 years old at the time of the abuse; meeting to formalize her allegation
Brief summary and date of response from accused: not presented to Fr. Vader, as - h a s not followed up to provide additional information and/or sched~e time to
formalize allegation
Stage of disposition by Review Board: not presented to the Review Board; this matter
is Inactive

Additional allegations made by accuser: None

AOC 021731

ADDITIONAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED

Nameofaccuser:

-

Date of Birth: Current age: 63
Name of civil attorney: NIA
Date allegation received:

10/11105

Date allegation formalized:
Date of initial incident of alleged abuse:
Date of last incident of alleged abuse:
Approximate number of incidents of alleged abuse:

Brief summary of alleged abuse: in initial phone conversations,
identified Fr. Vader as the accused
- ; Fr. Vader fondled
over her clothing;
stated that the alleged
abuse took place at took place at Holy Cross School; Fr. a er was assigned to the parish
from 7/8/52 - 6/25/64
Brief summary and date of response from accused: not presented to Fr. Vader, as . .has not followed up to provide additional information and/or schedule time to
formalize allegation
Stage of disposition by Review Board: not presented to the Review Board; this matter
is Inactive

Additional allegations made by accuser: None

Date:

lf(Vf(07

AOC 021732

Garoly:n Perz - Reguest to send informatir ..

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

""""'""""""'="=======================

Page

1]

Leah McCluskey
Perz, Carolyn
4/24/2007 10:50:12 AM
Request to send information

Carolyn,
allegation against Vader
Could you please do me a favor and send a copy of
to his civil attorney and canonical advocate [the info. is in RADAR and the Monitor/Advocate List]?
Thanks.
Leah

AOC 021733

Office for the Protection of
Children & Youth
Jan Slattery, Director

Office of Assistance Ministry
Ralph Bona=rsi, Director
Mayra Flores,
Assistant Director

Office for Child Abuse
Investigations and Review
Leah R. McCluskey, Director
Patricia J. zacharias,
Assistant Director

Safe Environment Office
Womazetta Jones, Director

MEMORANDUM.

To:

File - PFR- 137

Cc:

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

From:

Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired/Withdrawn]

Date:

May2, 2007

RJ!vie~

On April 24, 2007, Vicar for Priests Rev. Vincent Costello and Rev. Edward Grace and I
traveled to Holy Family Villa to meet with Rev. Anthony Vader. Prior to meeting with
Fr. V acler we met with the Administrator of Holy Family Villa, Ms. Roberta Magurany.
When asked, Ms. Magurany informed us that physically Fr. Vader

F:rs. Costello, Grace, and I agreed prior to meeting with Fr. V acler that we would observe
his mental status and then assess if he would comprehend being read
~legation for a response.
Fr. Vader was wheeled into the office in a wheelchair where Frs. Costello, Grace, and I
were waiting to meet with him. He was extremely pleasant when we greeted him, but
was immediately clear that he did not know who any of us were. When Frs. Costello,
Grace, and I individually introduced ourselves to Fr. Vader, he did not make any
indications that he knew any of us, nor the Archdiocesan offices with which we were
associated. Fr. V acler did participate in general conversation with Frs. Costello, Grace,
and me about how he was feeling and the positive care that he was receiving at Holy
Family Villa. When I suggested to Fr. V acler that we last saw each other about one year
ago, he made no indication that he recalled the meeting or me.

Post Office Box 1979 • Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 • (312) 751-5254, general • (312) 751-8307, fax
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Due to Fr. Vader's described behavior, both Vicar for Priests and I decided against

r e a d i n g - l e g • t i o n to him.

AOC 021735

,,-,
I ,.,/

I

The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of promoting the safety of minors.
Additionally, the ISP protects the integrity of the Church and serves as a safeguard for individual priest
or deacon. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office of Professional Responsibility, he will be subject
to appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under the authority of the Vicar for Priests and
supervised by the Professional Responsibility Administrator (PRA). The agreement of a priest or deacon
to abide by these protocols is not understood to prove the truth of any allegation and is not intended to be
an admission of guilt for any delict or crime, whether in Canon Law, or State and Federal Law. This
agreement represents the cooperation of the cleric with his bishop as he exercises his pastoral office (e.g.,
Canons 369 and 392).
This ISP for Rev. Anthony Vader is as follows (PRA to initial all that apply):
1.

The client is restricted from being alone with a minor or minors, that is anyone under the age of
l8;- without the presence of another responsible adult.

2.

3.

4.

5.

( , ',

e "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the monitor. The
\Jp is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the cleric, the monitor and the Archdiocese.
Although it identifies time periods, it is intended to provide a general record of the day rather than
a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-site activity, please include your destination and the
general purpose of the visit or activity. For example, it is enough to indicate that you did personal
shopping at a given Shopping Center rather than the details of each individual store. However, if
your self-description is challenged or a complaint is lodged with the Archdiocese, some
:oc~mentation and verification may be necessary to sufficiently address the situation.
~Abide by the assignment of residence to Holy Family Villa in Lemont, IL

AOC 021736

IJ
6.

7.

f

/~)

Must complete and submit the "Travel/Vacation Agreement", and obtain concurrence with
\t11iA.greement, prior to a scheduled departure. In the event of a prolonged stay in a particular
location, the Archdiocese is required to notify the Ordinary of that place of your presence there.

~l A

Attendance at a recommended support group
(pkase indicate specific support group). Recommended frequency of
times per week/month
(please circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy
Daily Log" forms.

8.

No inappropriate use of computers, software, Internet capabilities, communications tools or video
technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees apply as they do to all Archdiocesan
personnel. Nu LOVV\JIPVlkN l\/\ ~"· Vi1.olv{~ v(')LrVt--·

9.

No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other Sacrament or
Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests.

I 0.

Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a
priest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the
'clerical shirt').

11.

On-site visits by the PRA and the VP annually to include a meeting with the cleric.

This Individual Specific Protocol is to be reviewed annually with PRA, VP, and the cleric. Also, there
can be additional, written notations tailored to the needs of a specific situation which are signed by all
parties and appended to this document. Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve
consultation with the cleric, his monitor, the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PRA, or the
VP can initiate the discussion for change or alteration, or request that this Individual Specific Protocol be
reviewed by the Professional Responsibility Review Board. At the discretion of any of the parties, the
legal and/or canonical counsel of the cleric may be involved in the discussions.

Signature of PRA: ---'r:¥--"'V---V.~-4'-'----"'-~~-:?-r--"""----'\7-=---- Date: --=---.f-+-<---1-'~~--
rSignature of VP: .: '-Zu
0)
Date: _'-_\___- - ' - - - - + - - - - - - -

U ..

Additional, written notations appended to this document? yes

D

no~

(Revised l/XH/04)

AOC 021737

To: The File
From: V. Costello
Re: Tony Vader
Date: May 8, 2007

On April 24, 2007 Leah McCluskey, Ed Grace, and I had our regular yearly meeting to
over the protocols with Tony Vader. To that meeting I brought along an allegation
against Tony that was made by
However, when we met with Tony
and saw his condition I decided against sharing the contents of the allegation with him. I
had serious questions as to whether he would fully understand the seriousness of the
allegation.

AOC 021738

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-7Sl-8307, fax

Office for lhe Protec:rion of Childre:n and Youlh
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and ~
Safe Environment Office

omcE FOR CHILD ABUSE JNVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

AGENDA
I.

Approval of Minutes -April 14, 2007

II.

Case Reviews

B. In the MatterofRev. AnthonyVader(Retired 1997/Wrthdrawn2003)~PFR-137
• Allegation made by • • • • • • • •

AOC 021739

H.

m.

The next Review Board Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, June 16. 2007

AOC 021740

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P. O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois ©690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307. fax

Office for lhe Proleclion of Children and Youth
Office of Assisrance Minisuy
Office for Child Abuse Invesligalions and Review
Safe Environment Office

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Review Board
Saturday, June 16, 2007 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MINUTES

e·
~
'J

Non-members present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revi
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
I.

Approval of Minutes - March 17, 2007 [Revised], April 14, 2007, and May 30,
2007
• Each set of minutes approved 8-0

II.

A.

AOC 021741

B.

2

AOC 021742

C. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader [Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003 -PFR 137
The Review Board conducted an Initial Review of
allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader. A summary of
the allegation is as follows: touching breasts and buttocks over clothing; inappropriate

In a 9-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this
matter warrants additional investigation. The Board also directed Ms. McCluskey to
do the following:
• Check with archives and attempt to obtain a copy of • • • • • • • •
school records from St. Laurence

Review for Cause

D.

3

AOC 021743

E.

F.

4

AOC 021744

s

AOC 021745

III.

Other Matters

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, July 21, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.

Cc:

Rev. John Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for die Protection of Children and Youlh
Office of Assistance Millisuy
Office for Child Abuse lnvcsligatiDllS and Review
Safe EnvirolllJIC'DI Office

P. O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
3 U-751-5254, general
312-751-8307. fu

OFFICE FOR CIDLD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

AGENDA

I.

Approval of Minutes - March 17, 2007 [Revised], April 14, 2007 [Revised], and May 30,
2007

II.

Case Reviews

C. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003)- PFR-137
• Allegation made by

1

AOC 021747

G.

H.

I.

m.

The next Review Board Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, July 21, 2007 ·

Cc

Ralph Bonaccorsi, Office of Assistance Ministry
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

2
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

June 18, 2007

RECEIVED
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

JUN 2 9 2007
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FDR CHILD ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the indeRendent Review Board met on June 16, 2007 and
conducted an Initial Review of
allegation of sexual
misconduct against Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Vader is a retired and withdrawn priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
The Board made the determination that in light of the information presented, this matter
warrants addj.t.Wnal investigation. The additional information obtained will be presented
to the Board along with all other information regarding this matter for a Review for
Cause.
lfyou have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

eah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Ab

AOC 021749

I Leah McCluskey - Request for information

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Page 1 I

Leah McCluskey
Satzik, Julie
6/18/2007 5: 11 :46 PM
Request for information

Hello Julie,
Hope all is well with you.
I'm not certain if I should be e-mailing you, Jae, or someone else directly on this-so please let me know.
I was looking to determine if Archives has student records from St. Laurence parish [now closed I was
informed). I am looking for those records of a student named
, who would have
attended the school in the 1960s. Her birth date is

••I

Thank you for any help and/or direction of my question that you might have!
Take care,
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 751-5205
Fax: [312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

July 5, 2007

Rev. Anthony Vader
Clo Patrick Reardon
2200 W. Lawrence Ave., Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60625
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on June 16, 2007 and
allegation of sexual
conducted an Initial Review of
misconduct against you pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry. I have enclosed a copy of
allegation
with this letter.
Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. Meaning, the Board
determined that based upon the information presented for their review, there is cause to
continue to investigate this matter. Further, if you have any additional information at this
time you wish to share and have presented to the Board, please forward it to my attention.
Any additional information obtained and/or received will be presented to the Board at a
Review for Cause of this matter.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 642-183 7.

~w
teah McCluskey

ations and Review
Enclosure
Cc

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL, canonical advocate
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

~~~~~~~~~~~~~---:--

ffi]COPY

-~~~,...--~~~~~~~~~~

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-75,1-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Minisuy
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

July 5, 2007

Dear
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on June 16, 2007 and
conducted an Initial Review of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev.
Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.8 of the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry. Fr. Vader is a retired and withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. Meaning, the Board
determined that based upon the infomiation presented for their review, there is cause to
continue to investigate this matter. Further, if you have any additional information at this
time you wish to share and have presented to the Board, please forward it to my attention.
Any additional information obtained and/or received will be presented to the Board at a
Review for Cause of this matter.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the staff of the Office of Assistance Ministry
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 751-8267.

eah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abus

Cc

Mayra Flores, Office of Assistance Ministry
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Page 1

From:.

Leah McCluskey

To:
Date:
Subject:

7/12/2007 1:31:54 PM
E-mail

Dear Sr. Francine,
I hope that you are doing well.
Fr. Smilanic forwarded me your June 11th e-mail concerning Fr. Vader and the new allegation received
against him.
When Frs. Grace and Costello [V~last saw Fr. Vader a couple of months ago, the
three of us agreed that I not read - - - - allegation to him. The reason was due to the
clear fact that Fr. Vader's memory has declined, as he did not know who any of us were, nor the offices in
which we work--despite our contacts in the past. I did presen~ this information to the Review Board.
As you know, I sent copies of the allegation to you and to Fr. Vader's civil attorney. I would just ask that
you as Fr. Vader's canonical advocate respond in whatever way you feel is most appropriate.
I hope that some of this information is helpful to you Sr. Francine. I'm sorry that we kept missing each
other and could not actually speak on the phone. But please feel free to e-mail with any other questions or
concerns that you might have.
Peace,
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 751-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

CC:

·

Smilanic, Daniel

AOC 021753

July 17, 2007

.

RECEIVED
JUL 2 3 2007

Leah McCluskey, Director,
Office for Child Abuse
Investigations and Review
P.O. BOX 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHILO ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

Dear Ms McCluskey:
This letter is in response to your letter dated July 05, 2007 stating that the Review
Board determined that additional investigation is warranted in the claim of

We will provide the additional information that you are requesting. Please let me
know as soon as possible, specifically, what is needed.
I can be reached at

Yours Truly,

Cc:

Mayra Flores, Office of Assistance Ministry

AOC 021754

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Chi Id Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

FILE COPY
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

July 27, 2007

DearI have received your July 17, 2007 letter concerning your client
and her allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader.
I wanted to clarify that the intent of my July 5, 2007 letter to you was to notify you of
Cardinal George's decision to accept the Review Board's Initial Review recommendation
that the aforementioned matter warrants additional investigation. Therefore, I ask at this
have any additional information you wish
stage that if you and/or
to have presented to the Review Board for its consideration, that you forward it to my
attention as soon as you are able. I have not requested any additional specific
information from you or
If you have any questions, please contact me at [312] 751-5205.

Eeah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Ab se Inve igations and Review

Cc

John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 021755

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
155 E. Superior Sc.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

August 3, 2007
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Child Abuse Investigation and Review
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of June 23, 2007 in
response to your letter of June 18, 2007, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a
priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who is retired and has been removed from ministry, and the
allegation made by
following the Initial Review conducted by the
Professional Responsibility Review oard on June 16, 2007.
In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept
the Board's determination that the information suggests further investigation into whether
Father Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor.
With this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an allegation of
sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against Father Vader. The terms of this
investigation are spelled out in the decree.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
S~ yours in Christ,

~~~h-

- -

C(u,

R:· cw._,. cf ,.J et»--d-1.~

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

- -----~

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

,~--

~

~ --........ ___
Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General
....__
Rev. Daniel A. Srnilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Mrs. Mayra Flores, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
l55 E. Superior St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Office of the Archbishop

DECREE
Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Professional Responsibility Review
Board that information at least seems to be true that Reverend Anthony Vader engaged in
sexual misconduct with
a minor at the time of the alleged
incident, I have concluded that this constitutes information which "at least seems to be true" (c.
1717) and warrants further investigation.
Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to Father Vader.
Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms.
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717.
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm oflaw
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and
from any witnesses (cc. 1530- 1538 and 1547 -1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc.
1540- 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574 - 1581), and to
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation.
In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does
nothing to harm Father Vader's name or to violate his right to protect his privacy.
After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written and oral report to
the Professional Responsibility Review Board, no later than one hundred eighty days from the
date of this appointment. This report is to address the facts, circumstances, and imputability
concerning the alleged offense. This report is to be sent to me, along with the advice of the
Review Board.
Given on August 3, 2007, at Chicago, Illinois.

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

'>

()
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,_

jl~J . /(, ci~ l~·-<.o . { c~.u..dc.fEcclesiastical Notary
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RECEIVED
SEP 2 4 2007
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE
INVfSTIGATIONS ANO REVIEW

4300 Asbury Road• Dubuque IA• 52002 •Parish Office (563) 556-7511 •Fax (563) 556-7419

14 September 2007
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Professional Responsibility Administrator
PO Box 1979·
Chicago IL 60690-1979
Dear Ms. McCluskey:
Please forgive my delay in responding to the charges recently made against Rev. Anthony Vader
by
. I have been delayed by some health problems.
I did receive a copy of your letter of July 5 to Father Vader, but I did not receive a copy of the
allegations. Perhaps you could forward those to me.
I have become aware that Father Vader is in effect sui non compos, and is residing in a home
which cares for him according to these needs.
That being the case, it would seem difficult to treat any allegation with objectivity or justice,
since Father Vader is not competent to speak in his own defense.
If you have obtained what you consider to be clear and objective evidence supporting this latest
allegation, I would respond to the extent possible.
·

Thank you for your patience with my delay.
Sincerely,

-~~~··

Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL
Advocate for Rev. Anthony Vader
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P. 0. Box 1979
allcago, lllinois 60690-1979
312·751-53SS
312-751-S307, fax

Office for the Protection ofChildJen and Yolllh
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Jnve&tiptions and Review
Safe Environment Office

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Review Board
Saturday, September 15, 2007 9:00 am to 1 :00 pm

MINUTES

Non-members present:

·

A

Leah Mc~luske~, ~irector, _Office for Child Abuse In~estigations and Revie~
Rev. Darnel SIDilamc, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

•
•

I.

Approval of Minutes-July 21, 2007
•

II.

Minutes approved

Case Reviews
Initial Review

AOC 021759

B.

2

AOC 021760

D. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader [Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003) -PFR137
The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause of
allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader. A summary of
the allegation is as follows: abuse took place from 6-8th grade; touching breasts and
buttocks over clothing; inappropriate conversations

~-lllliiiiiiiiiiiiii

Ms. McCluskey verbally informed the Review Board members that a copy o f .
school records from St. Laurence was obtained, confirming that
she was a student at the school.
In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that there is
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged abuse occurred.

Ill.

E.

3

AOC 021761

F.

IV.

V.

Other Matters

4

AOC 021762

•
•

5

AOC 021763

•

6

AOC 021764

•

•

•

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, October 20, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

RECE\VeD
SEP 2 0 ?.007
September 17, 2007

r..RCHOIOCE.5£ OF Cl\ICAGD
1

1N~~~~~:~ro~~ ~~~~~~w

Cardinal Francis George, 0.M.1.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on September 15, 2007 and
allegation of sexual
conducted a Review for Cause of
misconduct against Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article§ 1104.9 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Vader is a retired and withdrawn priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
The Board made the determination that in light of the information presented, there is
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred.

.---v--;.Y

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205;

Sine rely,
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RECEIVED
SEP 2 1 2007
ARCHOIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHILO ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS ANO REVIEW
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for lhe Protection of Children and Youlh
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

RECEIVED
SEP 2 12007
MEMORANDUM

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHILO ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS ANO REVIEW

n

To:

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.

From:

Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Reviett.J

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired/Withdrawn]

Date:

September 20, 2007

Today I received the returned September 17, 2007 letter addressed to you concerning the1
Review Board's Review for Cause recommendations of the matter of
's allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony
Vader.
I noted that there are no written comments from you on the letter noting any decisions
that you may have made about this matter. Could you please review the attached letter
and return it to me with your comments? Thank you.

AOC 021767

FILE COPY
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

Memorandum

To:

Sr. Fracine Quillin, PBVM, JCL

From:

Ambi Jeffries, Secretary, Office of Child Abuse Investigations and

Date:

9/25/2007

Re:

Rev. V a d e r / · · · · · ·

Revie~

Enclosed is a copy of the
allegation against Rev. Anthony Vader. If you have any
questions, please contact Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205 or lmccluskey@archchicago.om

Enclosures

AOC 021768

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

FILE COPY
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-53&&
312-751-8307, fax

October 1, 2007

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on September 15, 2007 and
conducted a Review for Cause of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev.
Anthony Vader pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of
Ministry. Fr. Vader is a retired and a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
At a Review for Cause the Review Board determines, based on the information that has
been gathered and made available to it, whether there is reasonable cause to suspect that
the accused priest engaged in the sexual misconduct of a minor.
In the Review for Cause ofthis matter on September 15th, the Board determined that
there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Cardinal
George has accepted the Board's determination.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the staff of the Office of Assistance Ministry
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 751-8267.
Sincerely,

L ah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abus
Cc

()~

Matt Hunnicutt, Office of Assistance Ministry

-~~ 011\1\..u.lle.~ otf.u....c:-~ ~ ~~c..e...s
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

October 1, 2007

Rev. Anthony V ad.er
Clo Patrick Reardon
2200 W. Lawrence Ave., Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60625
Dear Fr. Vader,
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on September 15, 2007 and
allegation of sexual
conducted a Review for Cause of
misconduct against you pursuant to Article § 1104 .10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry.
At a Review for Cause the Review Board determines, based on the information that has
been gathered and made available to it, whether there is reasonable cause to suspect that
the accused priest engaged in the sexual misconduct of a minor.

In the Review for Cause of this matter on September 15th, the Board determined that
there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred. Cardinal
George has accepted the Board's determination.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that your Vicar for Priests Rev. Vincent Costello
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 642-1837.

Cc

Rev. Vincent Costello, 1
or Priests
Sr. Francine Quillin, PBVM, JCL, canonical advocate
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
_O_ffi_ce_fu_r-ilie-~-o-tec-ti-.oo-o-fCh~ildren~-M-d-Yo-uth~~~~~~,~~~~~~~~~~~~~P.-O-.Bo~x-19-~
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office
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Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, f3ll

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Saturday~

Review Board
November 17, 2007 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MJNJJTES

Non-members Present:
{{)
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie \.;
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board

I.

Approval of Minutes - October 20, 2007 and October 29, 2007
• Typos and changes made to the October 20, 2007 minutes; changes will be made
and distributed for Board members to review at the next scheduled Review Board
meeting
• October 29, 2007 minutes approved

II.

AOC 021771

B.

c.

2

AOC 021772

III.

D.

IV.

E.

V.

3

AOC 021773

Daily Logs
•

Ms. McCluskey spoke to the Review Board about those priests withdrawn from
ministry who reside in nursing home care [Rev. R. Peter Bowman, Rev. Norman
Czajka, Rev. Anthony Vader] and their inability to write in order to complete the
"Clergy Daily Log" forms; it was agreed that Ms. McCluskey inform these men
that they only have to complete a "Clergy Daily Log" form to be returned to her
when they leave their respective buildin s residences

•
4

AOC 021774

•

The Board suggested that on a case by case basis,
statuses of Fr. Bowman,
Fr. Czajka, Fr. Hefferan, and Fr. Vader be obtained from their respective medical
professionals; in addition, it was requested that a quarterly report is obtained from
the on-site supervisors of Frs. Bowman, Czajka, Hefferan, and Vader concerning
each cleric's ability/inability to fill out the "Clergy Daily Logs" and/or his
ability/inability to leave the facility

Update from 10/20/07 Review Board Meeting

•

•

•

VI.

Review Board Concerns or Not

AOC 021775

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, December 8, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.
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Office of che Archbishop
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Chicago, Illinois 60611

November 21, 2007
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979

Uf::.c

1

.
""<Oo;
;i

'

Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of September 19, 2007 in
response to your letter of September 17, 2007 regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony
Vader, who was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago but was found guilty of a delict
under c. 1395§2, and the alle ations of sexual misconduct that were made against him by
This matter was discussed in a Review for Cause by the
independent Review Board at their meeting of September 15, 2007.
Since Father Vader is currently under a penal decree which prohibits him from all public
ministry, there are no further restrictions that I can place upon him. I accept the Review Board's
finding that "there is reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct occurred," and ask
that you provide the usual pastoral care to all of those who have been affected by this incident.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~· (__,cJ_ ,1...
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

cc:

Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial Vicar/Vicar for Canonical Services
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Matthew Hunnicutt, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services

..
AOC 021777

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office lbr Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5388
312-751-8307, fax

January 4, 2008

Ms. Roberta Magurany
Holy Family Villa
12220 S. Will Cook Road
Palos Park, Illinois 60464
Dear Ms. Magurany,
Greetings and Happy New Year! I hope that you enjoyed a peaceful and blessed
Christmas.
I am writing in regards to the "Clergy Daily Log" and the "TravelNacation Notification"
forms that Rev. Anthony Vader has been asked to complete in the past [see enclosures].
After meeting with the independent Review Board on November 17, 2007, it was
determined that Fr. Vader only needs to have a "Clergy Daily Log" completed when he
leaves the premises of Holy Family Villa. Therefore, Fr. Vader does not need to have
these logs completed on a daily basis, only when he leaves the building. The
"Travel/Vacation Agreement" still needs to be completed as instructed, that is three
weeks prior to a scheduled departure.
If you have

~y

questions, please feel free to contact me directly at [312] 751-5205.

Enclosures

Cc

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests

AOC 021778

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Chancellor
Jimmy M. Lago

Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5382

Fax: 312-751-5381

April 9, 2008

Reverend Anthony Vader
Holy Family Villa
12220 South Will-Cook Rd.
Palos Park, IL 60464

Dear Father Vader,
This letter is to update you on actions we are taking to upgrade our monitoring and
supervision program. For the past year, we have been reviewing the recommendations from the
consultants we hired in 2006 as well as the Ad Hoc Committee who worked with us this past
year to redesign our programs for oversight and compliance. We are now in the process of
implementing improvements to both of these programs.
We have engaged Dr. Monica Applewhite, former president of Praesidium, Inc., the
national accrediting body for religious communities seeking to comply with the Charter for tlte
Protection of Children and Youth and Essential Norms, to design and recommend an individual
protocol with each removed priest. Secondly, we have hired a new compliance supervisor, Ms.
Shawnte Jenkins, to oversee compliance with these agreements and protocols.
The Vicar for Priests and members of the Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
will be in contact with you to discuss these changes.
Please give them your cooperation.

]:;~
Chancellor

cc. Cardinal Francis George
Fr. John Canary
Fr. Vince Costello
Fr. Ed Grace
Jan Slattery
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at""ORIGINAL WILL NOT FOLLOW
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ATTORNEY

DOES NOT ACCEPT SERVICE OF PLEADINGS
BY F PJ<.. WITHOUT THE EXPRESS CONSENT OF

NOTE: THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS
-

AiTORNEY PRIVILEGED ANO CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED
FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE
READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOTTHE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR
COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF _YOU .
HAVE RECEIVEO THIS FAX IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY U~
BY TELEPHONE, AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US ATTiiE
ABOVE ADDRESs VIA THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU.
I

'
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July 23, 2008

Rev. Vincent Costello
Office of Vicar for Priests
645 N Michigan A venue
Suite 543
Chicago, IL 60611

RE:
· Dear Rev. Costello:
The purpose of this letter is to request the status of your review of the claim of

Jay Franke, indicated that he believed her claim had been denied since she was over
18, however, we have not received any official letter from your office.
I would appreciate your quick response to this letter so that if necess
for a reconsideration of her claim based on

Yours Truly,

AOC 021781
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ARCHDIOCESE Uf CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHltD ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

September 2, 2008

Archdiocese of Chicago
Attn: Review Board
P. 0. BOX 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979

RE:

11111111111111119J'ATHERVADER

Dear Review Board:
According to Jay Franke, the claim of
has been denied by the
Review Board because she was over eighteen at the time she was abused by Father
Vader.
I have not received a letter from
her claim based on
A copy o f · · · · · · · · · · · · · attached.

Yours Truly,

Attachment
cc:

File
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TO:
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FAX NO.:

RE:
NUMBER OF
PAGEsSENT
([NCLUDJNG
COVER):

0
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ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW

~~RIGINAL WILL NOT FOLLOW
UNLESS REQUESTED

ATTORNEY

.

DOES NOT ACCEPT SERVICE OF PLEADINGS

BY FAXwrn-JOUTTHE EXPRESS CONSENT OF
NOTE: THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS
ATTORNEY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED

-

FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE
READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INT.ENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMJNATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR
COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTl.Y PROHIBITED. IF YOU .
HAVE; RECE;IVED THIS FAX IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US
BY TELEPHONE, AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE
ABOVE ADDRESS VlA 11-IE U.S. PdSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU.
I'••:.•

.
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SFILE Copy

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

\)'?

\

f\" lo

September 3, 2008

Dear-,

-

Thank you for your letter of September 2, 2008 concerning your client

E nclosed please find a copy of the January 23, 2007 letter that I sent t o in your care explaining that this matter would not be presented to the Review
Board due to the fact that your client stated that she was over the age of 18 years old at
the time of the alleged sexual abuse by Rev. Anthony Vader.

As you requested in your September 3rd letter, I will present the letter and the attachment
o
to the Review
Board at its next scheduled meeting for its consideration. I will notify you of any
determinations made by the Board concerning the receipt of this new information via
written correspondence.

If you have any questions, please contact me at [312] 751-5205.

rdJJ;o

Leah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abuse
Enclosure
Cc

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
John O'Malley, Legal Services

AOC 021784

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Review Board Meeting
Saturday, October 18, 2008 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MINUTES

Non-members Present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
I.

Approval of Minutes
• August 16, 2008 - Minutes approved
• September 4, 2008 -Minutes approved

II.

Case Reviews

A.

I

AOC 021785

Review for Cause
B.

c.

2

AOC 021786

D.

III.

E.

IV.

Other Matters
• Vader, Rev. Anthony [Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003]
Ms. McCluskey provided the Board with a verbal overview of this matter;
so that she could formalize her
essentially, upon meeting with
allegation against Fr. Vader, she stated that she was over the age of 18 at the time
of the alleged abuse; therefore, this matter was considered an adult matter and
forwarded to the Vicar for Priests Office for follow up; the Board discussed.
that was
provided by
's civil attorney
some feeling
expressed among Board members that in their professional opinion, the
was written from a biased standpoint; the Board asked i f ; Ms. McCluskey called Ms.
Mayra Flores of the Office of Assistance Ministry and she confirmed that•
3

AOC 021787

- ; the Board discussed the possibility of having Ms. McCluskey request to
re-interview
; agreed that Ms. McCluskey would ask•
-if~ould agree to meet with Ms. McCluskey again; this
matter will then be before the Board for an Initial Review

•

will not be present at the scheduled November 15, 2008 Review
Board meeting
will not be present at the scheduled January 17, 2008 Review
Board meeting

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, December 6, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.

4
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 19' 9

Chicago, Illinois 60690-19' 9
312-751-5254, gener 11
312-751-8307, f: x

BFILE copy
November 3, 2008

Dear-,
~w up to my September 3, 2008 letter concerning your client.
- - - - a n d her allegation of sexual abuse against Rev. Anthony Vader.

The Review Board met on October 18, 2008 and was presented your letter and
The Board has asked if
attachment of September 2, 2008 related to
you would be willing to schedule a time for me to meet with
again,
where I would ask her to share some additional information on her background as well as
on the alleged incidents of abuse by Fr. Vader.
Please contact me at [312] 751-5205 at your earliest convenience so that we may discuss
this matter further.

Cc

John O'Malley, Legal Servic
James Serritella, civil attomey

AOC 021789

•

Leah McCluskey - Re: Allegations to schedule

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

•

Page

1 01 i.

Leah McCluskey
Hunnicutt, Matthew
11/24/2008 8: 17 AM
Re: Allegations to schedule

Thanks Matt. I'm leaving confirm for 12/ 11 at 3: 30p.

[ a t - ' s office] a message right now and will let you know if she can

Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 751-5205
Fax: [312] 7.51-5279
lmc;:c::l!J?J<~y@ar!;:b<:hiqig9,qrg

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of
this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. V you have received this communication in error, please notify us
immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

>>>Matthew Hunnicutt 11/21/08 1:25 PM >>>
Leah: 12/11 is the only option for us at this point. Thanks.
>>>Leah McCluskey 11/21/2008 9:05 AM>>>
Hi Matt,
Would you or Kathleen be available to meet with a - c l i e n t on 12/10 or 12/11at3:30p?
Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 751-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmc~l_y_~~~Y@f!r_c:.~bicagq. Qrg

file://C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\lmccluskey\Local%20Settings\Temp\GW}OOOO ...
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(INCLUDING
COVER):
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ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW

0

ORIGINAL WILL NOT FOLLOW

UNLESS REQUESTED

ATIORNEY
DOES NOT ACCEPT SERVICE OF PLEADHNGS
BY FAX WITHOUT THE EXPRESS CONSENT OF

.NOTE: THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS
•

ATTORNEY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDEN11AL INFORMATION INTENDED
FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR EN'TITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE
READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INT.ENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE
HEREBY NCTrlFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR
COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF _YOU
HAY!; RECEIVED THIS FAX IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US
8YttLEPHONE, AND RE.IURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT'THE
ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE U.S. PdSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU.
'

'·
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

omce for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministl)'
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P, 0. Box 1' 79

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1 ~ 79
312-751-5254, gem ral
312-751-8307. ax

VIA FACSIMILIE AND MAIL

December 2, 2008

DearThank you for your voicemail message from November 24, 2008 ~
December 9, 2008 meeting at lO:OOam in our office with you a n d -

Our office is located at 727 N. Michigan A venue, Suite 900. As you may recall, the
entrance to our building is on Chicago Avenue, just east of Michigan A venue.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205.

\b

ah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abuse

l\
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME
NAME
FAX
TEL
SER.#

DATE, TIME
FAX NO./NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

12/02

12/02/2008 15:03

PROF RESPmSIBILITV
312-751527<3
312-7515201)

BROM2J8642'.24

15:03

00:00:21
02

OK

STANDARD
ECM

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P. 0. Eloi< 1979
Chicago. mlnols l\0(;90.1979
312-7 51-52~4. 1nai111in~

Office for the Protection of Chlldren and Youth
Office of Aasista~ce Ministry

Office fur Child Abuse lnvcstigotions anc;J Review

:112-751-ll3ll7. Oix

Safe Environment Office

FAX COVER SHEET

TO:

I I\)

Fax#:

FROM: .Leah

McCJuske~

DATE: December 2. 2008
RE:

Hi • •
1

I am sending the original to you in the mail. Sec you on the 9 ".
Leah McCluskey

AOC 021793
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-751-5254, main line
312-751-8307, fax

FAX COVER SHEET

TO:
Fax#:

-

FROM: Leoh MoCluske'@
DATE: December 2, 2008

RE:

I am sending the original to you in the mail. See you on the 9•h.

Leah McCluskey

_2__ pages including cover sheet

This message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication
in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

AOC 021794

IWl7720b9) Vin~~!:lt 9~.~-t~Ho_~ Vader;-Rev. Anthony~==============P=a~g=e:=:!.Jfll

Leah McCluskey
Costello, Vincent; Flores, Mayra; Hunnicutt, Matthew; Leggdas, Kathie ...
CC:
Garcia, Santa
Date:
1/7/2009 10:49 AM
Subject:
Vader, Rev. Anthony/
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vcf
From:

To:

All,
first notified the AOC of
s allegation of sexual abuse against Rev. Anthony Vader in
2006. Ralph Bonaccorsi and I met with
on November 30, 2006 so that she could formalize her
allegation against Fr. Vader. During the November 30th meeting,
provided the information that she was
over the age of 18 at the time of the alleged abuse. As a result, I informed
and
of - s office that this matter would not go to the Review Board and would go to the Vicar for Priests' Office.
After many letters back and forth to • • • s inquires on this case reiterating that this matter did not go before the
Review Board as previously noted,
sent to me in September 2008 a letter addressed to the Review Board with a
copy of
and asked that the Board review this
information. The information was presented to the Review Board and as a result, the Board asked that I request to meet
vw.itlhlllll~~~again, as the
notes alleged abuse by Fr. Vader that may have taken place when.
was under the age of 18.

I

Kathleen Leggdas and I met with
on December 9, 2008 and
shared alleged incidents
of sexual abuse by Fr. Vader that took place when she was under the age of 18. As a result, in this office I am changing
this matter from a Vicar for Priests file to entering it into RADAR and making this a "PFR - 137."
Please make the appropriate changes to your files and let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
D'lrector, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

VIA FACSIMILIE AND MAIL

January 7, 2009

Dear
I hope that this letter finds you and your family doing well.
Enclosed you will find a draft report of your allegation of sexual abuse against Rev.
Anthony Vader. The report is based upon our meeting that took place on December 9,
2008. Thank you again for agreeing to meet with Ms. Kathleen Leggdas and me.
I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy.
Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then
return a final report to you through - f o r your signature. Once all signatures are
provided, a copy of the final report will be sent to you through-·

in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you please return
the enclosed report with your changes by January 21, 2009. Please know that you may
also respond by January 21st with a written request for a two-week extension to review
the report, which then I would ask that you return it to me by February 4, 2009. I have
noted this time frame so that this matter may continue forward to the Review Board.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 534-5205.

sand Review
Enclosure

AOC 021796

From:
To:
Date:

Leah McCluskey
Garcia, Santa
1/7/2009 10:54 AM

Subject:

Vader/
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vd
Santa,
Once you have the time to pull the VPA Vader/••••lfile to change it to a PFR - 137 file, could you please give it to
me so I can enter info. into RADAR?
Thank you!
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the Intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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Saf:l: Environ~!!\ Office
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fa11

FAX COVER SHEET

To:
Fax#:

From:

Santa Garcia~ Secretary '7(7-.-0ffice for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Date:

118/2009

Dear-,
Leah McCluskey asked me to fax you the attached for your file. I am sending the original to
you today in the mail.

Please call Leah McCluskey at [312] 534-5205 with any questions you may .have regarding
this matter. Thank you.
_2_ pag~ including cover sheet
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···Jan 15 2009 2: 43PM
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RECE,VED
ARCHOIOCE.!:iE. Of CHICAGO
OFFICE FDR CHltD ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

January 15, 2009

Ms. Leah McCluskey, Director
Office for Child Abuse
Investigation and Review
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979
RE:

Dear Ms. McCluskey:
Thank you for your draft report of
regarding her claim against Re\I. Anthony Vader.

s interview

Due to my busy schedule I will need an additional two week extension (by
February 4, 2009) to review the report. I appreciate your consideration.

Yours Truly,

AOC 021799
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COVER):
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~RIGINAL WILL FOLLOW

0

ORIGINAL WILL NOT FOLLOW

UNLESS REQUE5TED

ATTORNEY
DOES NOT ACCEPT SERVICE OF PLEADINGS
BY FAX WITHOUT THE EXPRESS CONSENT OF
NoTE: THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS
-

AITORNEY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED
FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE
READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INT;ENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR
COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF .YOU .
HAVERECEJVEPTHIS FAXIN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US
BY TELEPHONE:, ANO RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE
ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE U.S. PdSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU.

AOC 021800

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract replaces a letter from Victim KL, dated January 25, 2009 and addressed "To Whom
This May Concern," received by the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse
Investigations and Review on February 19, 2009 from Victim KL's attorney. In the letter,
Victim KL affinns her previous statements that her alleged abuse by Fr. Anthony Vader at St.
Laurence occurred when she was of elementary school age and that she knew she was a victim at
the time of the abuse.

AOC 021801

From:
To:
Date:

Leah McCluskey
Costello, Vincent
2/10/2009 2:57 PM
Subject:
Allegation to read
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vd
Hello Fr. Costello,
I have an allegation that is ready to read against Rev. Anthony Vader. The accuser is
Do you happen to know or could you find out the status of Fr. Vader's current mental state? I then wonder if you and I
could determine if Fr. Vader would understand the concept of having an allegation read to him.
Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, I.SW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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REGEi
FEB 19 2009
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
~FOR CHILO ABUSE

Feb ruary 19'l~TIONS AND REVIEW

Office for Child Abuse Investigation and Review
Attn: Leah McCluskey

P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690

Re:
Dear Ms. McCluskey:

Ear1ier today, February 19, 2009, I called to check on the status
of the Review Board's decision in the reconsideration of the daim
of
s interview was held
on December 9, 2008. We were given an extension of February
4, 2009 to review and make any changes to
s
statement.
After
returned her statement with corrections
on January 25, 2009, one-of our staff- persons-was-instructed to
fax a copy to your office.
Per our conversation today, February 19, 2009, the fax was not
received. It is possible this document was sent to an incorrect fax
number. Therefore, I am sending another copy of the document.
Also, you mentioned that the Review Board would be meeting on
Saturday, February 21, 2009 but you didn't know if the board
. would be discussing
s claim.

I will caU you next week
their meeting. /"

to find out if this matter was brought up at

AOC 021803
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Feb 19 2009 3:20PM

- -call me I can be reached at:

or

Yours truly,

Cc. Client
File
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW
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0
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AITORNEY
ooe:s NOT ACCEPT SERVICE OF PLEADINGS
BY FAX WITHOUT THE EXPRESS CONSENT OF

Non: THE INFORMATION COITTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS
~

ATTORNEY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED
FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE
READER OFTHIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTJ=:NDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR
COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF .YOU .
HA Vi; RECENED THIS FAX IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US
BY ttl.EPHONE, AND RETURN TI-IE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE
ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE U.S. PdsrAL SERVICE. THANK YOU.
. . ~ . :. .
. .

.
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AOC 021805

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Review Board Meeting
Saturday, February 21, 2009 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Present Via Phone:

Review Board Members Not Present:

Non-members Present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
I.

Approval of Minutes
• December 6, 2008 - Minutes approved pending correction to page two, bullet
point number three
• December 19, 2008 - Minutes approved
• January 20, 2009 - Minutes approved

II.

Case Reviews
Initial Review

A.

I

AOC 021806

B.

c.

2

AOC 021807

D.

E.

F.

3

AOC 021808

G. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony J. Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003) - PFR137
The Review Board conducted an Initial Review of
s allegation
of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader. A summary of the
allegation is as follows: inappropriate hugging and touching over and unde~
skirt; touching included the buttocks and genital area over and under skirt.

Ms. McCluskey provided the Board with a verbal overview of this matter, which
included reading to the Board the recently received corrections
had made to the draft report of her allegation against Fr. Vader.
In a 7-1 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this
matter does warrant additional investigation. The Board also asked Ms. McCluskey
to do the following:
• Request that Hillard Heintze conduct a background check on
• Attempt to determine if Fr. Vader was considered to be a "kid person" [during the
time
was a student at St. Laurence]
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Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, March 21, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
5
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

RECEIVED

February 23, 2009

FEB 23 2009
Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on February 21, 2009 and
conducted an Initial Review of allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev. Anthony
Vader pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
Fr. Vader is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
The Board made the determination that in light of the information presented, this matter
warrants additional investigation. The additional information obtained will be presented
to the Boanf along with all other information regarding this matter for a Review for
Cause.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 534-5205.

and Review
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0 Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

February 24, 2009

Mr. Harvey Radney
Senior Vice President HHSOS Security Operations
10 S. Wacker Drive
Suite 1125
Chicago, Illinois 60606
Dear Mr. Radney,
Please find enclosed with this letter documentation concerning File - PFR - 13 7, the
matter of
s allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against
Rev. Anthony Vader.
Please note the following information pertinent to this matter:
• Date allegation received: 8/31/06
: 11/30/06 and 12/9/08
• Date of interview with
• Date allegation presented to Fr. Vader: NIA
• Date oflnitial Review: 2/21/09
While at my first meeting with
on November 30, 2006, she provided
the information that she was over the age of 18 at the time of her alleged sexual abuse by
Fr. Vader. During the same meeting, I informed
and the
representative from her civil attorney
s office that this matter would not go
before the Review Board due to the fact that she was over the age of 18 at the time of the
alleged abuse. This matter was then referred to the Vicar for Priests Office.
I received a letter from-dated September 2, 2008 that was addressed to the
Review Board with an enclosed copy of
asked that the
Board, as - s t a t e s - t h a t
's sexual abuse by Fr.
Vader began when
was under the age of 18. When presented with
this information, the Board directed me to request to meet with
to go over her allegation against Fr. Vader. I then met with
second time on December 9, 2008.

AOC 021812

I ask that you please attempt to obtain the following information as requested by the
Review Board:
• Background check on
• Attempt to determine if Fr. Vader was "a kid person" while assigned to St.
Laurence [6/25/64 through 1/30/68]
Please contact me at [312] 534-5205 once you have had the opportunity to review the
enclosed information so that we may discuss additional steps to take concerning the
continuing investigation of this matter. At that time I would also like to discuss the
possibility of having an interim if not final report from you on this matter by April 3,
2009. I would like to present this matter to the Review Board for a Review for Cause at
the scheduled April 18, 2009 meeting.

tions and Review
Enclosures

Cc

John O'Malley, Legal Services
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RECEIVED
MAR 3 2009

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHltD ABUSE
IN'iESflG:A'flONS AND REVIEW
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

February 24, 2009

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
After reviewing the letter that I sent to you yesterday with regard to the Initial Review of
an allegation against Rev. Anthony Vader, I realized that I neglected to include the name
of the accuser. The following is how my letter of February 23, 2009 to you should have
read.
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on February 21, 2009 and
s allegation of sexual misconduct
conducted an Initial Review of
against Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Vader is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
The Board made the determination that in light of the information presented, this matter
warrants additional investigation. The additional information obtained will be presented
to the Board along with all other information regarding this matter for a Review for
Cause.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 534-5205.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
~~~~~~~~~~~-1-55-E-.S-u-~-rio-r-St.

Office of the Archbishop

f
,

Chicago. Illinois 60611

February 26, 2009

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Child Abuse Investigation and Review
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of February 25, 2009, regarding the matter of Rev. Anthony Vader, a priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago who has been removed from priestly ministry, and the allegation made by following the Initial Review conducted by the Review Board on February 21,
2009.
In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept
the Board's determination, and believe that the information suggests further investigation into
whether Father Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor.
With this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an allegation of
sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against Father Vader. The terms of this
investigation are spelled out in the decree.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

:Fr----' c_µ, ~
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Se
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

f

~~~~~~~~~~~-155-E-.-Su-~-rio-r-St.

Office of the Archbishop

' ~ .:

Chicago. Illinois 60611

DECREE
Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Review Board that information at
least seems to be true that Reverend Anthony Vader engaged in sexual misconduct with_
a minor at the time of the alleged incident, I have concluded that this
constitutes information which "at least seems to be true" (c. 1717) and warrants further
investigation.
Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to Father Vader.
Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms.
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717.
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the norm of law
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and
from any witnesses (cc. 1530- 1538 and 1547- 1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc.
1540 - 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574 - 1581 ), and to
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her in_vestigation.
In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does
nothing to harm Father Vader's name or to violate his right to protect his privacy.
After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written and oral report to
the Review Board, no later than one hundred eighty days from the date of this appointment. This
report is to address the facts, circumstances, and imputability concerning the alleged offense.
This report is to be sent to me, along with the advice of the Review Board.
Given on February 26, 2009, at Chicago, Illinois.

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 6069G-l 979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

VIA FACIMILIE AND MAIL

February 26, 2009

I hope that this letter finds you doing well.

~
c.

Enclosed you will find a final report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against Rev.
Anthony Vader. The report is based upon your revisions that were returned to me. Thank you so
much for your additions and changes.

'Ci

in the interest of continuing to expedite this process, I ask that you please
return the enclosed report with your signature to me by March 12, 2009. I will return a copy of
the report to you through once those parties indicated on the final page of the
report sign it. In the event that I do not receive any response from you by March 12t\ I will use
the enclosed report and continue to proceed forward with this matter.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 534-5205.

ations and Review
Enclosure

AOC 021817

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract supplements a memorandum to file from Leah McCluskey of the Archdiocese of
Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review, dated February 26, 2009,
summarizing Victim KL's allegation of additional acts of sexual abuse by Fr. Anthony Vader.
According to the summary, Victim KL supplemented her previous allegation by informing Ms.
McCluskey that Fr. Vader would rub Victim KL on the front and back over the clothes while
hugging her. This occurred multiple times over a period of one to two years.
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME
NAME
FAX
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SER.#

DATE, TIME
FAX NO. /NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

02/25/2009 11:48
PROF RESPOl-.ISIBILITY
312-751527'3
312-7515201;
BROM2J8542:24

02/25 11: 45
00:01:57
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ECM

........-----,-----,
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Office for the Protection of Children 1111d Youlh
Ofnce of A~Bistam:c Ministly
Office for Child Abll."lc Tnvestigntlons and Review

P. 0. Sox 1979
Chicago, nlinols 60690-1979
3ll-534-5254. main linei

312·7Sf·B307, fox

Safe Environment Office

FAX COVER SHEET

To:

Fax#:
From:

Santa Garcia, Secretary ~&-.Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Date:

2/26/2009

DearLeab McCluskey asked me to fax you the attached for your file. The original copy was
mailed to you earlier today.

Please call Leah at 312- 534-5205 with any questions you may have. Thank you.
Attachments
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From:
To:

j

Leah McCluskey
Satzik, Julie

Date:
2/27/2009 12:59 PM
Subject:
Request for information
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vd
Hello Julie,
When you have the time, could you please send me a list of priests assigned to St. Laurence grammar school from 1964
through 1968?
Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is neit the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT

TIME
NAME
FAX
TEL

SER. It

02/27

DATE, TIME
FAX NO. /NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

02/27/2009 09:30

PROF

RESPot~S IB I LI TY

312-751527<3
312-7515201)
BROM2J854224

09:25

00:04:30
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

-Offi-~~fur-~-e-~ro-tcct~lon-o-fC_h_tld-~-na-nd~Y-o-u~~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~~~---P.·o--.Bo-~-1~979
Office of Assistnnoc Ministry
Office for Child Aoose lnvcstigntions and Rcvtew
SafcEnvlronmentOfficn

. ·

Chicago, lllinoiR 60690-1979
312·534-.5W4. mllin line
312·751-8307, fwc

FAX COVER SHEET

To:

Mr. Harvey Radney

Fax#:

Garcia~

1J ·~-

From;

Santa
Secretary
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Date:

2/27/2009

Dear Mr.

Radney~

Leah McCluskey asked me to fax you the attached for your .file. Please call Leah at 312534-5205 with any questions you may have. Thank you.
Attachments
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, main line
312-751-8307, fax

Gnu ce,1 1
FAX COVER SHEET

To:

Mr. Harvey Radney

Fax#:

& .~·

From:

Santa Garcia, Secretary
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Date:

2/27/2009

Dear Mr. Radney,
Leah McCluskey asked me to fax you the attached for your file. Please call Leah at 312534-5205 with any questions you may have. Thank you.
Attachments

22 pages including cover sheet

This message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communkation
in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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Page 1 I

Leah McCluskey
Farley, Margaret
3/2/2009 11:27 AM
Subject:
Re: Question
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vet

From:
To:
Date:

Will do. I and Hillard Heintze thank you!
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

>>>Margaret Farley 3/2/2009 11:18 AM>>>
Sr. Rose Celeste O'Connell is searching on this. Will fax things to me. We both think that most of the teachers in those years would
have been religious. She can check the names and see who is still around. The lay people, I can check with our pension office to
see if anyone is receiving a pension; often this gives us contact information. Stay tuned!
>>> Leah McCluskey 3/2/2009 10:22 AM >>>
Dear Sr. Margaret,
Thank you so much for doing all of this. I will wait to hear from you ...
Leah
>>>Margaret Farley 2/27/2009 7:18 PM >>>
Learned that Sr. Rose Celeste, principal during the 1960's, is deceased. On Monday I will call Sr. Rose Celeste OConnell and ask her
to search for the faculty lists. She is the one who was so helpful last year when we needed to find faculty for Santa Maria 01~1
Popolo, Mundelein. Had lay and religious teachers. Will then check to see if any of the lay teachers are receiving a pension from
the Arch. That would give us contact information (unless they got married since!). I can find out if any of the nuns are living from
them .....
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disdosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

»> Leah McCluskey 2/27/2009 1:01 PM >»
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Hi Sr. Margaret,
Hope you're doing well.
I'm working on an allegation out of St. Laurence grammar school between 1964 and 1968 ... and need to attempt to find out who
the nuns and/or lay teachers were at the school at that time. I know that St. Laurence grammar school is closed--would my best
bet be to contact archives?
Thank you!
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 534-5205
Fax: [312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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RECEIVED
To: Leah McCluskey
From: Shawnte Jenkins, Compliance Supervisor
CC: File
Date: March 3, 2009
Re: Anthony V adar meeting

MAR 1 7 2009
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHILO ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

On March 3, 2009 Dr. Monica Applewhite and I went to Holy Family Villa to
meet with Anthony Vadar regarding his ISP. When we arrived Anthony Vadar
was sitting in a wheel chair in the TV area with other residents. A nurse on staff
took us to Anthony Vadar and stated that we could wheel him into a separate
area to talk in private. Dr. Applewhite introduced herself and asked his
permission to push him in his wheel chair. He seemed happy to have a visitor
and stated "sure".
I introduced myself to Anthony Vadar. He immediately dropped Dr.
Applewhite's hand and reached out and grabbed my hand, pulling me down
toward his lap with his face only inches away from mine. He then attempted to
rub my face while asking me what high school I attended and if I would like to
transfer his school. Once I was able to get loose from Anthony Vadar he
continued to engage me in conversation regarding high school. It was clear the
Anthony Vadar was not lucid. He talked as if we were in a high school and not
in a nursing home. However, when staff of the facility would approach he
would know their name and function within the facility.
Anthony Vadar would answer very specific questions regarding current events
but would always lead back to his time at the high school. He frequently spoke
as if he was currently teaching sexual education courses to the males and
females in the school and gave very specific conversations that he was having
with the students. He stated that he was instructing the girls to stay away from
the boys in the class because they were loosing focus. He kept asking if I would
like to be in his class, it was obvious that he thought I was a high school
student. He proceeded to tell me how wonderful the world would be if "there
were only on sex" and how much easier things would be for him.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

March 6, 2009

Dear
I am writing to inform you that the independent Review Board met on February 21, 2009
and conducted an Initial Review of your allegation of sexual abuse against Rev. Anthony
Vader pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
As you may know, Fr. Vader is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
At the Initial Review, after considering all information received, the Review Board
determines whether additional investigation is warranted and may recommend that
interim action be taken pending the further development of the case.
Based upon the information obtained concerning your allegation against Fr. Vader, the
Review Board determined that additional investigation is warranted. Cardinal George
has accepted this determination. Fr. Vader remains withdrawn from ministry and resides
in a setting with designated restrictions.
If there is anything further that you wish to share concerning your allegation, please
forward it to my attention so that it may be presented to the Review Board. I would also
like to remind you of your right to appear before the Board. If you wish to do so, please
contact me directly so that we may schedule a date and time for you come to a future
Review Board meeting.
if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at any time.
I may be reached at [312] 534-5205 or lmccluskey@archchicago.org. Also, please know
that Matt Hunnicutt and Mayra Flores of the Office of Assistance Ministry continue to be
available to you and may be reached at [312] 534-8267, mhunnicutt@archchicago.org, or
mflores@archchicago.org.
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From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

·- .

- ... PC)ge

ti

"Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com>
"Edward Grace" <egrace@archchicago.org>, <
"Leah McCluskey" <lmccluskey@archchicago.org>
3/10/2009 6:53 PM
RE: Priest contacts

Thank you Fr. Grace for your help in this matter.
We will adhere to your instructions in the email message from earlier
today and await further information regarding the contact of the
remaining priests.
Regards,
Harvey

-----Original Message----From: Edward Grace [mailto:egrace@archchicago.org)
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2009 3:39 PM
To: Harvey Radney;
Cc: Leah McCluskey
Subject: Priest contacts
Greetings Harvey and all,

Concerning the priests about whom you inquired:
St. Christina:
It is OK to contact:
Fr.

Our Lady of Humility, Zion, ILL -

Fr.
, best contact number is his office:
3077 W. Jefferson, Joliet;
Fr. -

;

••••I

retired -

Do NOT contact Fr. for the time being. He has recently been
appointed the Judicial Vicar for the Archdiocese of Chicago and is
looking into whether he can speak with a detective about the case. He
will get back to me in a couple of days and I will get back to you.
St Joseph ( Homewood)
DO NOT CONTACT FR
permit him to speak with the investigator.

O.P. F r . - · s health does not

I have left a message with
Fr.--.and
Fr. - - asking them to contact me. They have not yet done
so. When they have spoken with me I will get back to you as to whether

AOC 021828
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From:

Leah McCluskey
Radney, Harvey
Date:
3/11/2009 3:05 PM
Subject:
Re: PFR-137 Vader/
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vd

To:

Hi Harvey,
I am still waiting to hear back from Sr. Margaret Farley on the faculty of St. Laurence at the time. I will let you know when
Sr. Margaret gets back to me.
I will work on the baptismal and school records.
Thanks.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it Is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

»> "Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com> 3/11/2009 2:38 PM»>
Hi Leah,

Hope all is well with you.

matter regarding a list of
Just following up on the
priests, teachers, nuns other personnel who may have served at St.
Laurence parish school around the 1964-1968 time frame. Additionally,
we wanted to check for school and baptismal records f o r .

If there are questions, please give me a call or reach me via email.

Thanks,

Harvey
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ORIGINAL WILL NOT FOLLOW
UNLESS REQUESTED

ATTORNEY
DOES NOT ACCEPT SERVICE OF PLEADINGS
BY FAX WITHOUf THE EXPRESS CONSENT OF
- NOTE: THE INFORMATION CONTAINED lN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS
•
ATI'ORNEY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED
FOR TI-IE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE
READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOTTHE INTENDED RECIPlENT, YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR
COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRlCTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU
HAVE; RECEIVED THIS FAX IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US
. SY TI::LEPHONE, AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSA GE TO US AT THE
ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE U.S. PdSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU.
,

. :":..
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Leah McCluskey
harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com
3/16/2009 7:38 PM
RE: Records request

Great. Thanks Harvey. I will be back in the office tomorrow.
Leah
---- Original Message ---From: "Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com>
Date: 3/16/09 3:53 pm
To: "Leah McCluskey" <lmccluskey@archchicago.org>
Subj: RE: Records request
Thanks Leah ... 1'11 pass this on to investigator Kobel.
Harvey

----Original Message----From: Leah McCluskey [mailto:lmccluskey@archchicago.org]
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2009 2:46 PM
To: Harvey Radney
Subject: FW: Records request
Hello Harvey,

Leah
---- Original Message ---From: "Julie Satzik" <jsatzik@archchicago.org>
Date: 3/16/09 12: 17 pm
To: "Leah McCluskey" <lmccluskey@archchicago.org>
Subj: Re: Records request
Hi,
The priests were:

-

1964
Maurice Foley

Thomas Millea
1965-1967
Bernard Guirsch

Anthony Vader

1968
Bernard Guirsch
Anthony Vader
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The school records will come separately.
Julie

Julie A. Satzik
Assistant Research Archivist
Archdiocese of Chicago's
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
Archives and Records Center
711 W. Monroe
Chicago IL 60661
»> Leah McCluskey 3/1112009 3: 10 PM »>
Hi Julie,

I hope you're doing well.
I am just following up on a request that I sent to you a couple of weeks
ago for a list of clerics assigned to St. Laurence parish from 1964
through 1968. If you have already sent this to me, I apologize--but I
just can't locate it. Also, could I have a copy of the student records
. . . . . -- a former student of St. Laurence, DOB

Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: (312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to
which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the
sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Leah McCluskey
mlavelle@archchicago.org
3/17/2009 5:37 PM
RE: Fwd: Re: Records request

Thank you so much Peggy. I again am so sorry about the error.
Leah
---- Original Message ---From: "Peggy Lavelle" <mlavelle@archchicago.org>
Date: 3/17/09 4:37 pm
To: "Leah McCluskey" <lmccluskey@archchicago.org>
Subj: Fwd: Re: Records request
That will make all the difference. We'll try again tomorrow. I'll let you know how it goes.
Peggy
»>Leah McCluskey 3/17/2009 4:34 PM»>
Dear Peggy,
I am so sorry to ask
I have just received the information that
s maiden name is you to do this, b~u please check to see if there are records for a former student of St. Laurence
by the name o f - - · DOB
? - w o u l d have graduated from St. Laurence in 1965. I
am so sorry for not having the correct last name earlier.
Thank you again for all of your help.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering
the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in eriror,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

»>Leah McCluskey 3/17/2009 3:55 PM»>
Dear Peggy,
Thank you very much for the information and for all of your efforts.
Leah
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Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 534-5205
Fax: [312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering
the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

»>Peggy Lavelle 3/17/2009 3:25 PM»>
Leah,
~h search through the St. Laurence School records, were not able to locate a file f o r _ . . . If you learn of any other place we might find the records (another school or name
perhaps), we'd be happy to check again.

Best,
Peggy

Peggy Lavelle, CA
Assistant Archivist
Archdiocese of Chicago
Archives and Records Center
711 West Monroe Street
Chicago, Illinois 60661
312.831.0711 x272
>»Leah McCluskey 3/11/2009 3:10 PM»>
Hi Julie,
I hope you're doing well.
I am just following up on a request that I sent to you a couple of weeks ago for a list of clerics assigned to
St. Laurence parish from 1964 through 1968. If you have already ~gize--but I just
can't locate it. Also, could I have a copy of the student records f o r - - - - - - a former
.
student of St. Laurence, DOB
Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
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Edward Grace
Radney, Harvey
Kobel, Rich; McCluskey, Leah
3/18/2009 2:35 PM
Re: Contact Request

From:
To:
CC:
Date:
Subject:

'-

Greetings, Harvey and All,
Concerning the requested priest contacts:
Maurice Foley died 10/27/89 at the age of 84;
-

left the priesthood in 1967 and died in 2003 at the age of 79;

Bernard Guirsch died 12/11/99 at the age of 84;
Tom Millea is, to the best of my knowledge, still alive. Unfortunately, however, the phone number in the directory is
disconnected or no longer in service. I'll try to track him down through our pension board, but that might take a couple of
days.

Ed
>>>"Harvey Radney" <harvev.radney@hillardheintze.com> 3/18/2009 1:22 PM>>>
Fr. Grace,

Leah McCluskey has provided me a list of priests that served at St.
Laurence Parish between the years 1964 and 1968. These name are
associated with an investigation involving Fr. Anthony Vader.

The priests were:

1964
Maurice Foley

Thomas Millea

1965-1967

-

Bernard Guirsch

1968
Bernard Guirsch
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Fr. Thomas Millea (retired)is the only priest listed in the current
Archdiocese directory. I couldn't find a listing for Fr. Foley, Fr.
or Fr. Guirsch.

As always we need your assistance in locating and notifying the priests
that we would like to interview regarding this investigation.

Regards,

Harvey

AOC 021836

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Vicar for Priests

980 N. Michigan Ave.
Suice 1525
Chicago, Illinois 60611
(312) 534-1837
· Fax: (312) 642-4933

March 20, 2009

The Archdiocese is investigating a matter purportedly involving Fr. Tony Vader at St. Laurence
Parish in the mid 60's. Because you were assigned there during 1964 we would like you to speak
with the investigators the Diocese has retained to look into this matter. The investigation is not
directed against you.
I have tried to contact you by phone, but the phone numbers I have for you are no longer in
service. Would you please call me at my office so that I can speak with you about this? I would
like to put you in touch with the investigators retained by the Diocese.
My office phone number is: 312-534-1837.
Thank you for your h.elp in this matter.

Sincerely,

Rev. Edward D. Grace

1
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From:

Edward Grace
Radney, Harvey
Kobel, Rich; McCluskey, Leah

To:

CC:
Date:

3/20/2009 11:13 AM

RE: Contact Request

Subject:

Greetings, Harvey and All,

•••I

is proving to be a challenge to track down.

I tried the pension board. They too have a P.O. Box #for an address and a different phone #from the one in the
Directory, but it too has been disconnected.

I let you know what, if anything, I learn.

Ed

>>>"Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com> 3/18/2009 2:53 PM>>>
Thank you Fr. Grace. Whatever assistance you can provide in locating
Fr. Millea would be appreciated.
Harvey

-----Original Message----From: Edward Grace [mailto:egrace@archchicago.orql
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2009 2:35 PM
To: Harvey Radney
Cc: Leah McCluskey; Rich Kobel
Subject: Re: Contact Request
Greetings, Harvey and All,
Concerning the requested priest contacts:
Maurice Foley died 10/27/89 at the age of 84;

••••I

left the priesthood in 1967 and died in 2003 at the age

of 79;

Bernard Guirsch died 12/11/99 at the age of 84;
Tom Millea is, to the best of my knowledge, still alive. Unfortunately,
however, the phone number in the directory is disconnected or no longer
in service. I'll try to track him down through our pension board, but
that might take a couple of days.
Ed
>>>"Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com> 3/18/2009 1:22
PM>>>
Fr. Grace,
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

•

·.". :-...
,',Jlil>~

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

&nu copy
March 24, 2009

DearLeah McCluskey asked me to mail you the attached signed Allegation Of The
Sexual Abuse Of A Minor Against Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired) Made by for your file.
Please call Leah McCluskey at 312. 534-5205 with any questions you may have
regarding this matter. Thank you.
Sincerely,

~~:___
Santa Garcia, Secretary
Attachment

AOC 021839
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______
AR_C_H_D--=10--=C=ESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

~~~~~~~~~~~~-

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

MEMORANDUM

To:

From:

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests
Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Ministry
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Santa Garcia, Secretary ~
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Re:

Date:

March 24, 2009

Enclosed please find a signed co

VADER, REV.ANTHONY

(RETIRED/WITHDRAWN) I

Allegation for your files.

Please call Leah McCluskey at 312-534-5205 with any questions you may have
regarding this matter. Thank you.
Enclosure

t>-t

•

L~cJ ~ef\l \CeS
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

Leah McCluskey
Radney, Harvey
3/24/2009 11: 12 AM
Vader/
.School.Summary.3.24.09.doc; Leah McCluskey.vcf

Hi Harvey,
I have attached a copy of my summary of
s school records from St. Laurence. Our copier is down until
tomorrow ... please let me know if you need a copy of the entire school record.
Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 534-5205
Fax: [312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

Leah McCluskey
Grace, Edward
3/30/2009 4:03 PM
Re: Vader contact
Leah McCluskey.vcf

Ed,
Thank you very much for doing this.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: (312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

>>> Edward Grace 3/30/2009 3:43 PM >>>
Greetings All,

Concerning contact with F r . - in the Vader matter at St. Laurence:
I spoke with Fr. - t h i s afternoon. He did not seem interested in giving me a number so that Rich could contact him, but he did
say he would call Harvey or Rich at Hillard Heintze and speak with the investigator.
I gave him Harvey's direct number and the general office number.
-did tell me that he had succeeded Vader at St. Laurence (or perhaps he said that Vader had succeed him) so that they were
never really there together. However, he did say he would call and speak with the investigator - for whatever information he might
have from parishioners.
I hope this helps.
Ed
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STRATEGIC SECURllY ADVISOR~

RECEIVED
April 3, 2009

APR® 3 2009

Ms. Leah R. McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHILO ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

737 North Michigan Avenue
Suite 900
Chicago, IL 60611

Dear Ms. McCluskey:
Hillard Heintze is submitting this report as a continuing investigation of the matter requested for
the February 24, 2009 case referral of Rev. Anthony Vader, a retired/withdrawn priest of the
Archdiocese of Chicago. Attached you will find our investigative report which has been prepared
as a confidential work product between Hillard Heintze and the Archdiocese of Chicago,
Professional Review Board. With this transmittal, one (I) electronic version of this continuing
investigation is being submitted to you as Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and
Review.
During the course of this investigation, Hillard Heintze reviewed the documentation provided by
the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review and conducted a limited background
investigation of the accuser,
, as well as an telephone interview with Fr.
, a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Utilizing proprietary databases, the background investigation conducted on • • • • • • •
found

This investigation will continue with the anticipated interviews of additional subjects who may
have pertinent information regarding this matter. Additionally, other investigative procedures
and fact checking remain a priority for the assigned investigator.
Should you need any
at 312.869.8500.

~ditional information on our investigation, please do not hesitate to call me

Sincerely,
HILLARD HEINTZE, LLC

Arnette F. Heintze

CHICAGO

WASHINGTON, DC

DALLAS I FORT WORTH

10 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 1125
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606
3 I 2.869,8500
www.hillardl1elnlre.com
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HI.ARD H:EI NTZE, f.LC
STRATEGIC SECURITY ADVISORS
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H • . ARD HEI NTZE. LLC
STRATEGIC SECURITY ADVISORS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On February 24, 2009, Hillard Heintze received a request from the Office for Child Abuse
Investigations and Review for investigative assistance in the matter of Rev. Anthony Vader, a
retired and withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Specifically, we were asked to assist
in learning more about the background of the accuser,
a 58-year-old female
subject, who alleges that Rev. Vader would touch her and other students on the lower back while
she attended St. Laurence from 1961 to 1965. She also alleges that she was sexually molested by
Rev. Vader when she (
was approximately 18-years-old at Holy Name of
Mary Rectory.

••I

••I

In the scope of this investigation, Hillard Heintze gathered relevant information on
which included, but was not limited to her current life situation, personal identifiers,
social security number, business affiliations, organizational interest and affiliation, professional
licenses, real property ownership, criminal history checks, court records query, financial records,
media records and U.S. Military records. With this insight, we then assessed the investigative
findings to provide you information regarding the subject's character, integrity, ethics, general
reputation, personal characteristics, and mode of living.

Heintze conducted the requested
• • • This investigation found

Arrangements to interview fonner members of the St. Laurence staff revealed the majority of the
assigned priests are now deceased. Fr.
the sole remaining staff member was
contacted and interviewed. Efforts are still underway to identify and interview religious who
were assigned to St. Laurence during the period in question. Their interviews will be the subject
of follow up reports.

4
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l-J.ARD HEINTZE, I.LC
SlRATEGIC SECURITY ADVISORS

CASE REFERRAL TO HILLARD HEINTZE
On February 24, 2009, Director Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and
Review, referred the matter of Rev. Vader to Hillard Heintze for further investigation.
Specifically, we were requested to:
•
•

Conduct a background check on
Attempt to determine if Fr. Vader was "a kid person" while assigned to St. Laurence
[6/25/64 through I /30/68)

On February 24, 2009 Radney assigned Investigator Rich Kobel the primary responsibility of
conducting the follow up investigation.

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

Case Review
Beginning on February 24, Arnette Heintze, Harvey Radney and Investigative Associate Jim
Molloy initiated a comprehensive case review of Rev. Anthony Vader's investigative file
provided by the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review. This file included
- · s allegations.

Interviews
April 1, 2009 - Interview of F r . • • • • •
Fr.-was interviewed by an investigator and it was learned that Fr. Vader was assigned to St.
Laurence parish after Fr. - w a s reassigned from St. Laurence. Fr. - · s encounters with
Fr. Vader were brief and infrequent and Fr.-stated he would often see Vader's name
associated with various events and trips in the Philippino community. Fr. -commented on
Fr. Vader's character by quoting a Phillippine newspaper article citing Fr. Vader's character as
impeccable.

Surveillance
None conducted.

5

AOC 021846

H • . ARD l-IEINTZE, LLC
STRATEGIC SECURITY ADVISORS

Research and Site Visits
Research on Rev. Anthony Vader identified articles in the Chicago Tribune, the Chicago SunTimes and the Libertyville Review, listing Rev. Vader as one of many priests removed by Cardinal
Francis George due to sexual misconduct with children. The articles do not discuss or name
victims of Rev. Vader.
A Chicago Sun-Times article dated February 16, 2003 describes Vader's living situation as "a
monitored and restricted setting and [he] has been directed not to be alone with minors." The
article also reports that the Cook County state's attorney was handling the allegations against Rev.
Vader.
Additionally, investigation identified the allegations against Rev. Vader has having been reported
through a Filipino media outlet.
An article about Rev. Vader was identified on the
PhilippineT!ME News & People Magazine website, however the website has since been
abandoned and the link to the article is no longer available. On Wednesday, April I, 2009, at
approximately 12:30 P.M. Investigative Research Associate Jennifer Bushaw contacted
Philippine Weekly, in order to inquire about articles previous published on Rev. Anthony Vader.
An employee for the newspaper informed Bushaw that their paper had not run such an article. He
suggested contacting
(no last name given), the CEO of the Via Times as he believed
they had published an article about Rev. Vader and the sexual misconduct allegations. Bushaw
by phone at approximately I :00 P.M. the same day and then again
attempted to contact
at approximately 12: 15 P.M. on Friday, April 3. No one answered during both calls, and Bushaw
left a message on the voicemail on April I with her question, name and contact information. As
of Friday afternoon, she did not receive a return phone call.

Continuing Investigation
Investigator Rich Kobel continues to investigate this matter. Several persons of interest remain to
be identified and interviewed. The housekeeping arrangement of the rectory of Holy Name of
Mary during the period in question remains an area of interest along with several other questions
which should be clarified as presented in the formal statement of
on
December 9, 2009.
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LIMITED BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION SUMMARY
As OF DATE: (MARCH 18, 2009)

SUBJECT IDENTIFIERS

Name:
Current Address:
Date of Birth:
SSN:

CRIMINAL HISTORY

No criminal records were identified in association with
CIVIL FILINGS HISTORY

NATIONAL SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY

A search of sex offender public registries indicates the subject is not registered as a national or
state sex offender.
MISCELLANEOUS

No additional relevant information was identified.
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APPENDICIES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW - FR.

Date:

April l, 2009

Re:

PFR - 137 Vader

From:

Richard Kobel

A request was made by the Archdiocese of Chicago to have an investigator from Hillard Heintze
interview priests that were assigned to St. Laurence Parish from 6/25/64 to 1/30/68. The
interviews would be conducted in an attempt to reveal the habits of Fr. Vader regarding children
in the parish. On 4/l/09 Fr.
contacted Hillard Heintze in order to schedule an
interview. Fr. was informed investigator Kobel had been assigned to the investigation. Fr.
was given Investigator Kobel's telephone number. Fr. -contacted Investigator Kobel
and on 4/1/09 at 9:45 A.M. an interview was conducted telephonically.
Investigator Kobel explained the purpose of the interview to Fr. Fr. said he did not have much contact with Fr. Vader at St.
Laurence. Fr. stated Fr. Vader was assigned lo St. Laurence after
Fr. - l e f t the parish. Fr.
ould only recall meeting Fr. Vader
once at St. Laurence when he (Fr.~ went to St. Laurence to pick up
some mail. At that meeting Fr. Vader was eating lunch and Fr. sat
down and talked about the parish as Fr. Vader ate his lunch.
Fr.-_ encountered Fr. Vader at various Archdiocesan functions and
they would often exchange greetings. Fr. did note he would often
see Fr. Vader's name associated with events and trips involving the
Philippine community. Fr. said he learned about the charges
against Fr. Vader while reading a Philippine newspaper he found in a
Chinese restaurant. Fr. - w a s questioned about the newspaper and
he related he read the article about two years ago and several people from
the Philippine community were interviewed. All of the people in the
article said that the charges against Fr. Vader had to be false. Fr. said the people interviewed in the article stated that Fr. Vader's character
was impeccable.
Fr. - w a s asked ifhe could recall any other persons who were
at St. Laurence when Fr. Vader was assigned. Fr. related that all
of the people he could recall during that time period were deceased. Fr.
- s a i d that there were nuns assigned to the parish during the time in
question but did not recall any by name.
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From:
To:

Leah McCluskey
Radney, Harvey
Date:
4/3/2009 12:36 PM
Subject:
RE: Follow up
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vcf
Hello Harvey,
Please have the report delivered as Is and you could make note of any outstanding interviews--and then once you complete
the outstanding interviews, you could send that report.

Thank you so much.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 534-5205
Fax: [312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

>>> "Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com> 4/3/2009 10:38 AM >>>
You requested the Vader report, PFR-137, be delivered to you today. We
are still in the process of attempting to contact parties that need to
be interviewed. Would you still like this report delivered as is, or
would you prefer waiting until some of these interviews are completed?
Harvey

-----Original Message----From: Leah McCluskey fmailto:lmccluskey@archchicaqo.org]
Sent: Friday, April 03, 2009 9:17 AM
To: Margaret Farley
Subject: Re: Follow up
Thank you so much Sr. Margaret.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review Archdiocese
of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312) 751-5279

AOC 021850

lmccluskey@archchicaqo.org
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This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to
which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the
sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

>>>Margaret Farley 4/3/2009 9:09 AM>>>
I never heard from her. I am at meetings most of the day here, but will
call her again. I forgot about it. Will look up her number now.
MF
»> Leah McCluskey 4/3/2009 9:02 AM»>
Good Morning Sr. Margaret,
I hope that you're doing well!
I wanted to follow up with you on a matter that you were doing some
digging on for me--this is about St. Laurence grammar school and staff
there between 1964 and 1968. Your last e-mail to me at the beginning of
March was that Sr. Rose Celeste O'Connell was going to do some searching
and fax you information on the religious who would have been at the
school during the identified time period and if any were still around.
You were going to see if there was any information on lay employees
through the pension office. Just wanted to check to see if you and/or
Sr. Rose had come up with anything.
Thank you again for all of your efforts! Have a great weekend.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review Archdiocese
of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 534-5205
Fax: [312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to
which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us Immediately by replying to the
sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

AOC 021851

From:
To:

Leah McCluskey
Farley, Margaret
Date:
4/3/2009 3:46 PM
Subject:
Re: St. Laurence E.S. faculty list
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vd
Sr. Margaret,

Thank you so much. I will look for the fax.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Olild Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Olicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please nOtify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

»>Margaret Far1ey4/3/2009 3:41 PM>»
Sr. Rose Celeste re-faxed the list. She has a code for D-Deceased, WO-left the order; still an OP. It would take a lot of research to
try to find those who are not religious. For example, someone could go into the old Data Base and see if any of them are there.
However, the data base was begun years after 1970. If some are getting a pension, Arletta Ferrell in HR might be able to find them.
Some have contact information, but some may have direct deposit.
Anyway, as step 1 I will now fax you the lists. MF
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office fbr the Protcttion of Children and Youth
Offke of Assistance Ministry

Office !"or Child i\bu~c lnvcstiyitions and Review

Safe .Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979

Chicago, Jlllnols fi0690-l979
31;2-534-5254, m~in line
312·751-8307,. fR)(

FAX COVER SHEET

TO:

Harvey Radney

Fax#: -

FROM: U.h

McClus~

D.A TE: April 6, 2009

.

RE:

.Dear Harvey,
This is the information that Sr. Margaret Farley faxed to me [with a related e-mail from her] with regard to St.
Laurence and
s allegation against Rev. Anthony Vader. Please feel rrcc to contact me at [312]
534-5205 or lmccluskey@ar~hchicago.org with any questions.
Thank you.
Leah

AOC 021856

e
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, main line
312-751-8307, fax

FAX COVER SHEET
TO:

Harvey Radney

Fax#:
FROM: Leah

McCJusk~

DATE: April 6, 2009
RE:

Vader

Dear Harvey,
This is the information that Sr. Margaret Farley faxed to me [with a related e-mail from her] with regard to St.
Laurence and
s allegation against Rev. Anthony Vader. Please feel free to contact me at [312]
534-5205 or Imccluskey@archchicago.org with any questions.
Thank you.
Leah

_ _4_ pages including cover sheet

This message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain infonnation that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication
in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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ADRIAN DOMINICAN SISTERS

Sr. Phyliss Duffie

Sr. Noreen Burke

Sr. Marion O'Connor

Sr. Denise Devitt

AOC 021858
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

"Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com>
"Leah McCluskey" <lmccluskey@archchicago.org>
41712009 5:39 PM
ADRIAN DOMINICAN SISTERS.doc
ADRIAN DOMINICAN SISTERS.doc

Hi Leah:

Thanks for the list of teaching personnel from St. Laurence sent to you
by Sr. Margaret Farley.

I have identified the attached list of Adrian Dominican Sisters as being
listed in the current Archdiocese directory. This is a good starting
point for the investigator to begin with interviews. We will move
toward identifying the lay personnel following contact with this list of
AD. Sisters.

Would you like me to communicate this directly to Sr. Margaret Farley,
or would you prefer doing so? We would be seeking an introductory
message indicating our investigator would like to speak to them
regarding an investigation concerning a third party and their knowledge
of seventh and eighth grade teachers at St. Laurence during the period
1960-1965, along with other pertinent facts alleged by an accuser.

Let me know your thoughts.

Thanks,

Harvey

AOC 021859
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From:

Leah McCluskey
harvey@hillardheintze.com
Date:
4/9/2009 1:35 PM
Fwd: RE: Hello
Subject:
Attachments: Leah McCluskey.vd; Leah McCluskey.vd

To:

Hello Harvey,

As you can see, I have received a response from Sr. -

Feel free to send her an e-mail and hopefully some of the leadeturns from Asia.

in calls you are looking for can be made before Sr.
Thank you!
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication Is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

»>Leah McCluskey4/9/2009 1:34 PM>»
Dear Sr. . .
Thank you so much for your response. I will forward your e-mail and contact information to Mr. Radney.
Have a safe trip and a blessed Easter.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicaqo.ora
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

4/9/2009 1:08 PM»>

AOC 021860

I am leaving for meetings in Asia on Monday. I will be back in the office on May 4th. Mr. Radney can certainly contact me then.
Email is easiest, with the names of the sisters. I will then ask the Secretary General of the Congregation to check to see if they are
living or where they are.
Blessings of this Easter season,

Prioress General
Adrian Dominican Sisters
1257 E. Siena Heights Dr.
Adrian, Michigan 49221
517-266-3501
www.adriandominicans.om
-----Original Message----From: Leah McCluskeyfmailto:lmccluskey@archchicago.oral
Sent: Wednesday, April 08, 2009 5:37 PM

To:•••••
Subject: Hello

Dear S r . My name is Leah McCluskey and I am the Director of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review at the Archdiocese of
Chicago. It is in this office where we receive all of the allegations of the sexual abuse of minors by clerics, lay employees, and
volunteers of the a r c I understand that Sr.
called and spoke with you today about me and the message that I had left for her earlier.
I am currently working on an investigation concerning the allegation against one of our priests when he was assigned to St.
Laurence parish [now dosed] in the 1960s/early 1970s in Chicago. When I spoke with Sr.
•this afternoon, she provided me with your e-mail address and suggested that I contact you.
As I explained to Sr. •last year the Archdiocese of Chicago hired a professional investigation firm by the name of Hillard Heintze
to work with this office on the investigation of these matters. In the case of the aforementioned allegation, Mr. Harvey Radney [our
contact and an investigator with Hillard Heintze] has identified women of your community with whom he would like to speak about
their time when they taught at St. Laurence during the time period identified through the allegation. Please let me stress that there
is no allegation against
any of the sisters of your community.
If it is alright with you, I would like to put Mr. Radney in contact with you to talk about who he would like to speak with in your
community and if and how you would like for the investigators to contact them.

Thank you so much Sr. - f o r your assistance with this. Please feel free to call or e-mail me with any questions or concerns
that you may have. I will not ask Mr. Radney to contact you until I hear back from you with your okay first.
Peace,
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: [312) 534-5205
Fax: [312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicaqo.om
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

AOC 021861
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

"Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com>
<I mccl uskey@archchicago.org>
41912009 9: 16 AM
Re: PFR-137

Thanks Leah ... helps a lot
Harvey
Harvey Radney
Hillard Heintze
1O S. Wacker Dr.
Chicago, IL. 60606
Cell. 312-505-3453
Office. 312-869-8500
Harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com
----- Original Message ----From: Leah McCluskey <lmccluskey@archchicago.org>
To: Harvey Radney
Sent: Thu Apr 09 09:13:34 2009
Subject: Re: PFR-137
Good Morning Harvey,
I spoke with Don Turlek in our Department of Insurance and Risk
Management about the possible existence of Fr. Vader's auto information
through insurance records from 1969 through 1970. Mr. Turlek said that
the AOC would not have any of that information from so long ago.
As for records of the housekeeping staff from that time period, I would
suggest checking with Jae Treanor in the Archives and Records Center to
determine if there is a possibility that such records might be within
the St. Laurence files now at archives.
Hope this helps ...
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: (312] 534-5205
Fax: [312] 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the

AOC 021862

l.i4/9/2009) L_e.aJi .McClus~ey, Re: PFR......
37__~--~---~--~-~--

____ ?c:i_ge 2,\

sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

»> "Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com> 4/3/2009 4:50 PM
>>>
Hi Leah,

My apologies for getting this report to you so late in the day. There
isn't much to report with this investigation as yet. I have included
what we know at this point.

Also, you will find there is no cover on the report. I will place it
once the final report is completed.

Another point....is it possible we can determine through insurance
records if Fr. Vader owned a automobile during 1969-70 while he was
assigned at Holy Name of Mary. And, are there any records that would
give us an idea of housekeeping staff at HNM during that period.

Thanks,

Harvey

AOC 021863
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From:
To:

CC:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

P,age 1 )

"Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com>
<-@adriandominicans.org>
"rich kobel"
>, "Leah McCluskey" <lmccluskey@archc ...
4/10/2009 11:32 AM
Information Request
ADRIAN DOMINICAN SISTERS.doc

Dear S r . - .

My name is Harvey Radney and I am employed with Hillard Heintze, a
security advisory firm working with the Archdiocese of Chicago.

I understand Leah McCluskey has made contact with you and introduced me
via email explaining the purpose of my inquiry. May I again stress the
purpose of our need to speak with members of your community involves
gathering information regarding allegations against a priest when he was
assigned to St. Laurence parish, there are no allegations against any
sisters of your community.

I have identified the following members of your community we would like
to interview:

(1) Sr. Phyllis Duffie (2) Sr. Noreen Burke
O'Connor
(4) Sr. Denise Devitt

(3) Sr. Marion

In order to assist in your contact efforts, I have also attached a
listing of these sisters with their current addresses as listed in the
2009 Archdiocese Directory.
Our assigned investigator, Rich Kobel, will be contacting the sisters if
your approval is given.

Thank you very much Sr. - f o r your assistance in this matter.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Have a safe trip.

Harvey Radney

AOC 021864

Pag~ 1 I

From:

CC:

Edward Grace
Radney, Harvey
Everett, Dan; McCluskey, Leah

Date:

4/13/2009 11:24 AM

Subject:

Re: Inquiry

To:

Greetings Harvey and All,
Unfortunately, Fr. Andrew McDonough died July 24, 2002.
Ed
»> "Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com> 4/10/2009 10:04 AM »>
Good Morning:

I realize you're not in your office today but I wanted to get this
request to you to have it on your desk for next week.

One of our investigators is attempting to locate Fr. Andrew McDonough.
Investigator Everett is unsure if Fr. McDonough is still alive. Fr.
McDonough is being sought for an interview regarding allegations against
another person. Fr. McDonough is not accused of any wrong-doing. I was
unable to find Fr. McDonough in the current Archdiocese directory or
listing of deceased priests dating back to 2004.

Your assistance in locating Fr. McDonough would be greatly appreciated.

Harvey

AOC 021865

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Review Board Meeting
Saturday, April 18, 2009 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MINUTES

Review Board Members Not Present:

Non-members Present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
I.

Approval of Minutes
• March 21, 2008 - Minutes approved

II.

Case Reviews
Initial Review

A.

I

AOC 021866

B.

c.

2

AOC 021867

D.

3

AOC 021868

E.

4

AOC 021869

F.

G.

H. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003) - PFR137
The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause of
's
allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader. A summary of
the allegation is as follows: inappropriate hugging and touching over and under
skirt; touching included the buttocks and genital area over and under
skirt.

Ms. McCluskey provided the Board with a verbal overview and update of this matter,
including that the professional investigation firm [Hillard Heintze] was continuing to
work on the investigation of this matter.
The Board agreed to continue the Review for Cause of this matter to the scheduled
May 16, 2009 Review Board meeting until Hillard Heintze had the opportunity to
's
conduct the interviews of identified individuals relative to
allegation against Fr. Vader.

5

AOC 021870

III.

Other Matters

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, May 16, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

6

AOC 021871

RECE\VED
APR 2 8 !009

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

ARGHOIUIM~ ur Ct11l:AG0
OFFICE FOR ClillO ABUSE
IN"iSTIGUlONS ANO REVIEW
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

April 20, 2009

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on April 18, 2009 and was to
's allegation of sexual abuse against
conduct a Review for Cause of
Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article §1104.10 of the Review Process for
Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Vader is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Due to the fact that the investigation of this matter is still in process, the Board agreed to
continue the Review for Cause of this matter to the scheduled May 16, 2009 Review
Board meeting.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 534-5205.

eah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abuse I

AOC 021872
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office of the Archbishop

835 N. Rush St.

Chicago, lllinois 60611

RECEIVED
MAY! 5 2009

May 13, 2009

ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHltil ABUSE
INYESTIGATIO NS AND REVIEW

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979
Dear Ms. McCluskey,

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of April 22, 2009 in
response to your letter of April 20, 2009, regarding the matter of Reverend Anthony Vader, a
retired priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago who was removed from ministry, and the allegations
of sexual misconduct that were made against him by
This matter was
discussed in a Review for Cause by the independent Review Board at their meeting of April 18,
2009.
I accept the Review Board's decision to delay the final determination of a Review for
Cause until the next regularly scheduled Review Board meeting. This will allow the
investigation of the matter to be completed.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

:f,__J ~~~'
Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.1.
Archbishop of Chicago

<:?~- R~cl~~
Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations nnd Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

AGENDA

I. Approval of Minutes - April 18, 2009

IL Case Reviews

D.

In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003)
PFR-137
• Allegation made by

•

Initial Review - 02/21/2009

E.

AOC 021874

"'

.

,..__.

IV. Other Matters

•
•
•
•
•
•

The next Board Meeting is scheduled/or Saturday, June 20, 2009
9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.

r
2
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
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Offi~ of Assistan~ Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Offi~

. . ·..

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Review Board Meeting
Saturday, May 16, 2009 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MINUTES

Review Board Members Present:

Review Board Members Not Present:

(?)

Non-members Present:
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie
Rev, Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
Patricia Zacharias, Assistant Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
I.

Approval of Minutes
• April 18, 2009 - Minutes approved

II.

A.

AOC 021876

B.

c.

2

AOC 021877

D. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003) - PFR137
The Review Board was to conduct a Review for Cause of
s
allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader. A summary of
the allegation is as follows: inappropriate hugging and touching over and under
skirt; touching included the buttocks and genital area over and under
skirt.

Ms. McCluskey provided the Board with a verbal overview and update of this matter,
which included providing the Board members present with copies of additional
information that had been received after the May l 61h Board packets had been
assembled.
The Board agreed to continue the Review for Cause of this matter to the scheduled
June 20, 2009 Review Board meeting until Hillard Heintze had the opportunity to
conduct the interviews of identified individuals relative to
s
allegation against Fr. Vader.

E.

3

AOC 021878

r

III.

IV.

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, June 20, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

4

AOC 021879

RECEIVED

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

MAY 21 2009
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·-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax
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May 19, 2009

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
155 E. Superior Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on May 16, 2009 and was to
conduct a Review for Cause of
's allegation of the sexual abuse of a
minor against Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the Review Process
for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Vader is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of
Chicago.
Due to the fact that the investigation of this matter is still in process, the Board agreed to
cont~the Review for Cause of this matter to the scheduled June 20, 2009 Review
BoaTitlneeting.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 534-5205.
Sincerely,

skey
Director, Office for Child

AOC 021880
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May 22, 2009

Ms. Leah McCluskey
Office of Child Abuse Investigation and Review
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, IL 60690-1979
Dear Ms. McCluskey,
I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter
of May 19, 2009, regarding the matter of Rev. Anthony Vader, a priest of the Archdiocese of
~as been removed from priestly ministry, and_ the allegation made by - f o l l o w i n g the May 16, 2009 meeting of the Review Board.
Thank you for informing me that the Review Board has agreed to postpone consideration
of this matter until its next meeting, to be held June 20, 2009, since the investigation of the
matter is still in process.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

~~~~~Francis Cardinal George, 0.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago

Ecclesiastical Notary

cc:

Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Mr. Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Minister
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services
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6/24/2~ Leah McCluske}' - RE: Vader

From:
To:
Date:

Subject:
Attachments:

Leah McCluskey
Radney, Harvey
6/24/2009 2:56 PM
RE: V a d e r · · · · ·
Leah McCluskey. vcf

Harvey,
Great. Thank you very much!
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Office: (312) 534-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
infonnation that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly

prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender
of this e-mail. Thank you.

>>> "Harvey Radney" <harvey.radney@hillardheintze.com> 612412009 2:45 PM>>>
Leah,
Thanks for the heads up and reminder on this one. It completely escaped
my radar. Let me check on this and I'll get back to you on the status.
I do recall the interviews being completed, but I need to check with the
assigned investigator for status.
Harvey

-----Original Message----From: Leah McCluskey [mailto:lmccluskey@archchicago.org]
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2009 2:08 PM
To: Harvey Ra~
Subject: V a d e r / - Hi Harvey,
I forgot to check with you on the status of the Vaderlll••••I
investigation. I do have an initial report from you, but last we spoke
you were in the process of scheduling interviews with nuns who worked at
the school. Could you let me know where you are at with that?
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Thanks.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review Archdiocese
of Chicago
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900
Chicago, IJlinois 60611
Office: (312) 534-5205
Fax: (312)751-5279
Jmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to
which it is addressed and may contain infonnation that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable Jaw. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the
sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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HILLARD HElNTZE, Ll.C
SJ.RATEGIC SECURITY ADVISORS.

RECEIVED
JUL

June 30, 2009
Ms. Leah R. McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

~ 1 2009

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE
INVESTIGATIONS Af«l REVIEW

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

737 North Michigan Avenue
Suite 900
Chicago, IL 60611
Dear Ms. McCluskey:
Hillard Heintze has completed the investigation requested for the February 24, 2009 case referral
in the matter of Rev. Anthony Vader, a retired/withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Attached you will find a supplemental report to our original investigative report which has been
prepared as a confidential work product between Hillard Heintze and the Archdiocese of Chicago,
Professional Review Board. With this transmittal, one (I) electronic version of this supplemental
report is being submitted to you as Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review.
Following submission of the original report on May 1, 2009, Hillard Heintze continued the
investigation of this matter as directed by the Office for Child Abuse Investigation and Review.
During the course of this continued investigation, Hillard Heintze located and interviewed seven
additional in.dividuals thourt to have information pertinent to this matter. Interviews were
conducted with: Sr.
, Sr.
, Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
• • • • • and Sr.
, all of whom had been assigned to St. Laurence Parish
during the approximate time period as Fr. Vader. Additionally, Mr. Jack Treanor, Vice
Chancellor for Archives and Records, was interviewed and asked to identify former and current
employees assigned to St. Laurence Parish between I964 and I 968.
None of the individuals interviewed could recall Fr. Vader interacting with children, teaching in
the school or even being present on school grounds. The ones who were familiar with Fr. Vader
found it difficult to believe the sexual abuse allegations against him. The findings of their
interviews have been included in the revised Findings and Conclusion section of this report.
Should you need any additional information on our investigation, please do not hesitate to call me
at 3 I 2.869.8500.
Sincerely,
HILLARD HEINTZE, LLC

Arnette F. Heintze

CHICAGO

WASHINGTON, DC

DAI.I.AS I FORT WORTH

I 0 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE. SUITE I I 25
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606
312.869.8500
www.hillardheintze.corYI
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HILLARD HEINTZE, LLC
STRATEGIC SECURITY ADVISORS

CASE REFERRAL TO HILLARD HEINTZE
On February 24, 2009, Director Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and
Review, referred the matter of Rev. Vader to Hillard Heintze for further investigation.
Specifically, we were requested to:
•
•

Conduct a background check on • • • • • • •
Attempt to determine if Fr. Vader was "a kid person" while assigned to St. Laurence
(6/25/64 through 1/30/68]

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION
Beginning on February 24, Arnette Heintze, Radney and Investigative Associate Jim Molloy
initiated a comprehensive case review of Rev. Anthony Vader's investigative file provided by the
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review. This file included • • • • • •
allegations.
A preliminary report of this investigation conducted by Hillard Heintze was forwarded to the
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review on May I, 2009. That report included a
background investigation of the accuser
. The investigation of this matter
continued after the initial report submission. Permission was sought and granted to interview
several members of the Adrian Dominican Sisters that were assigned to St. Laurence School
during the period in question. These interviews were conducted to help determine if Fr. Vader
was a "kid person" while assigned to St. Laurence.

Interviews
May 5, 2009 - Interview of Sr.
Sr. -stated that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish from September of 1960 to June of
1961, but that she does not know Fr. Vader.

May 5, 2009 - Interview ofSr. • • • • •
S r . - stated that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish from 1962 to 1967, but that she had
minimal contact with Fr. Vader. She did not observe any improper behavior between him and the
children of the parish. Sr. -recalled Fr. Vader having the parish children participate in a
Christmas pageant at midnight mass, but could not recall any other contact Fr. Vader had with the
children. Sr. stated that Fr. Vader was pious and devoted and she finds it difficult to
believe an accusation of misconduct against him.
May 5, 2009 - Interview of Sr. • • • • • •
Sr.
stated that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish from 1957 to 1963, but that she
does not know Fr. Vader.
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HILLARD I:lEINTZE, Ll.C
STRATEGIC SECURITY ADVISORS

May 5, 2009 - Interview of Mr. Jack Treanor

Mr. Treanor is the Vice Chancellor for Archives and Records, and completed a request by
Investigator Kobel to identify any former or current employees who were assigned to St. Laurence
Parish between June 1964 and January 1968. Mr. Treanor stated that there were no employees
listed on the Annual Parish Reports from 1964 to 1968, however the reports listed the names of
sisters allowed to drive the parish vehicles. Mr. Treanor stated that he would email the list of
names to Investigator Kobel as soon as possible. [Investigator Kobel received a list of nuns
identified by first name only from Mr. Treanor. No other identifiers were available to assist in
identifYing these sisters.]
Ma~.J,,.JJJ,,,09 - Interview of Sr.

.

Sr. -stated that she was assigned to St. Laurence during the time in question and that she did
not observe questionable behavior between Fr. Vader and the parish children. Sr. - d i d not
recall Fr. Vader having contact with the parish children and stated that it was rare for any of the
priests to go into the school. Sr. did not recall Fr. Vader being in the school. She
remembers Fr. Vader as shy, religious and prayerful, and would find it very difficult to believe an
accusation of misconduct against Fr. Vader.
May 29, 2009 - Interview of Sr. • • • • •

Sr. stated that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish from 1965 to 1969. She stated that
she remembers Fr. Vader but did not have much contact with him. She stated that Fr. Vader did
not teach in the school and was not involved in after school activities involving the children.
May 29, 2009 - Interview of Sr. • • • • •

Sr.
stated that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish. She remembered Fr. Vader, but
did not recall him being in contact with the children of the parish. Sr.
stated that Fr.
Vader did not teach in the school and was not involved in after school activities with the children.
She did not recall who taught the altar training classes. Sr.
stated that she finds it very
difficult to believe Fr. Vader had abused anyone.
Research
A request was made to identify faculty members of St. Laurence School during the time period in
question. The order identified as associated with St. Laurence was the Adrian Dominican Sisters.
Sr. Margaret Farley provided a copy of the faculty during the period in question. Several
members of the order were identified as still being religious and a request was made through the
Prioress General, Sister
OP, PhD for pennission to interview those identified.
Sr. - w a s gracious in her response and assistance and the interviews were conducted.
A request was also made for names of priests that served at St. Laurence Parish between the years
1964-1968. Investigators were provided the following names: Fr. Maurice Foley, Fr. • • • •
Fr.
and Fr. Bernard Guirsch. With the assistance of Fr. Edward Grace, Vicar for
Priests, it was learned that only Fr.
was still alive. Fr. was subsequently
interviewed for this investigation.
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KEY FINDINGS/CONCLUSIONS
As a result of our limited background investigation and interviews of the case involving • • • • • a n d Rev. Anthony Vader, the following key findings were made:
•

The Dominican sisters interviewed that recalled Fr. Vader described him as a prayerful,
religious person and found it difficult to believe an accusation of misconduct by Fr.
Vader.

•

None of the sisters interviewed that knew Fr. Vader ever recalled him being in the school
as part of his normal duties or being involved in after school activities.

•

Many of the persons of interest in this matter are now deceased, rendering impossible the
task of making further determinations in this matter.
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APPENDICES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW: SR. -

Date:

May 5, 2009

Re:

PFR 137-Vader/·····

From:

Investigator Richard Kobel

A request was made by the Archdiocese of Chicago to have an investigator from Hillard Heintze
interview persons who were assigned to St. Laurence Parish from June 25, 1964 to January 30,
1968. The interviews would be conducted in an attempt to reveal the habits of Fr. Vader
regarding children in the parish. Investigator Kobel was assigned to the investigation. Sr. was identified as one of the Adrian Dominican Sisters assigned to St. Laurence Parish
during the time in question. Sr.-was contacted telephonically on May 5, 2009 at 9: 15 A.M.
Investigator Kobel explained the purpose of the interview to Sr. She stated that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish from September
1960 to June 1961. Sr. further stated that she does not know Fr.
Vader.
Investigator Kobel thanked Sr. - f o r her time and concluded the interview.
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MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW: S R . -

Date:

May 5, 2009

Re:

PFRl37-Vader-

From:

Investigator Richard Kobel

A request was made by the Archdiocese of Chicago to have an investigator from Hillard Heintze
interview persons who were assigned to St. Laurence Parish from June 25, 1964 to January 30,
1968. The interviews would be conducted in an attempt to reveal the habits of Fr. Vader
~ing children in the parish. Investigator Kobel was assigned to the investigation. Sr. was identified as one of the Adrian Dominican Sisters assigned to St. Laurence Parish
during the time in question. Sr. -wa<; contacted telephonically to schedule an interview on
May 5, 2009 at 9:45 A.M.
Investigator Kobel explained the purpose of the interview to Sr. and she said that she would prefer to do the interview telephonically. Sr.
related that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish from 1962 to
1967. Sr. - s a i d she had minimal contact with Fr. Vader and never
observed any type of improper behavior regarding the children of the
parish.
recalled that Fr. Vader had some of the parish children
in a Christmas pageant at midnight mass on Christmas. Sr.
-could not recall Fr. Vader having any other contact with the parish
children.
Sr. -

~ate

Sr. - s a i d Fr. Vader was a pious and devoted priest and she finds it
very difficult to believe that anyone could accuse him of misconduct.
Investigator Kobel thanked Sr. - f o r her time and concluded the interview.
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MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW: SR.

Date:

May 5, 2009

Re:

PFR 137- Vader/

From:

Investigator Richard Kobel

A request was made by the Archdiocese of Chicago to have an investigator from Hillard Heintze
Interview persons who were assigned to St. Laurence Parish from June 25, 1964 to January 30,
1968. The interviews would be conducted in an attempt to reveal the habits of Fr. Vader
regarding children in the parish. Investigator Kobel was assigned to the investigation. Sr. •••••was identified as one of the Adrian Dominican Sisters assigned to St. Laurence Parish
during the time in question. Investigator Kobel called Sr.
on May 5, 2009 at I 0:00
A.M. and left a message instructing her to contact Kobel to schedule an interview. Sr. • • • •
returned the call at I I :30 A.M.
Investigator Kobel explained the purpose of the interview to Sr.
• • • • . She stated that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish from
August 1957 to August 1963. Sr.
further stated that she does
not know Fr. Vader.
Investigator Kobel thanked Sr. • • • • for her time and concluded the interview.
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MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW: MR. JACK TREANOR

Date:

May 5, 2009

Re:

PFR137-Vader/-

From:

Investigator Richard Kobel

Investigator Kobel contacted Mr. Jack Treanor, the Vice Chancellor for Archives and Records, in
an attempt to identify any former or current employees who were assigned to St. Laurence Parish
from June 25, 1964 to January 30, 1968.
Investigator Kobel explained the purpose of the request and Mr. Treanor
said the request would take several days to complete.
On May 5, 2009 at 4:30 P.M., Mr. Treanor called Kobel and said that
there were no employees listed on the Annual Parish Reports for the
years in question. Mr. Treanor said that the reports did list the names of
sisters who were allowed to drive the parish vehicles. Mr. Treanor
explained that the names were listed for insurance purposes.
Kobel requested a list of the names on the reports and Mr. Treanor said
that he would email them as soon as possible.
Investigator Kobel thanked Mr. Treanor for his time and concluded the interview.
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MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW: SR• • • • • • •

Date:

May 7, 2009

Re:

PFR 1 3 7 - V a d e r -

From:

Investigator Richard Kobel

A request was made by the Archdiocese of Chicago to have an investigator from Hillard Heintze
interview persons who were assigned to St. Laurence Parish from June 25, 1964 to January 30,
1968. The interviews would be conducted in an attempt to reveal the habits of Fr. Vader
regarding children in the parish. Investigator Kobel was assigned to the investigation. S r . - w a s identified as one of the Adrian Dominican Sisters assigned to St. Laurence Parish
during the time in question. Investigator Kobel call~ and left a message instructing
her to contact Kobel to schedule an interview. Sister-called Kobel on May 7, 2009 at 6:30
P.M.
Investigator Kobel explained the purpose of the interview to Sr. and she said that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish during the time
in question. Sr. - s a i d that she did not observe any questionable
behavior involving Fr. Vader around children.
Sr. -·could not recall Fr. Vader having any contact with the parish
children except for the servers at mass. She stated that most of the parish
children were not Catholic and only boys were allowed to serve mass
during that time period.
St. - s a i d that it was rare for any of the priests to go into the school
and could not recall Fr. Vader ever being in the school.
Sr. remembers that Fr. Vader was shy, religious and prayerful.
She also said that she would find it very difficult to believe an accusation
of misconduct against Fr. Vader.
Investigator Kobel thanked Sr. - f o r her time and concluded the interview.
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MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW: SR• • • • • • •

Date:

May 29, 2009

Re:

PFR 137 - V a d e r · · · · ·

From:

Investigator Richard Kobel

A request was made by the Archdiocese of Chicago to have an investigator from Hillard Heintze
interview persons who were assigned to St. Laurence Parish from June 25, 1964 to January 30,
1968. The interviews would be conducted in an attempt to reveal the habits of Fr. Vader
regarding children in the parish. Investigator Kobel was assigned to the investigation. Sr. was identified as one of the Adrian Dominican Sisters assigned to St. Laurence Parish
during the time in question. Sr. - w a s contacted telephonically on May 29, 2009 at I :00 P.M.
Investigator Kobel explained the purpose of the interview to Sr. and she said that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish from 1965 to
said that she remembers Fr. Vader but does not recall
1969. Sr. him having any contact with the children of the parish. Sr. - s a i d
that Fr. Vader did not teach in the school and was not involved in any
after school activities involving the children.
Investigator Kobel thanked Sr.-for her time and concluded the interview,
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MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW: SR.

Date:

May 29, 2009

Re:

PFR 137 - Vader·fll••••

From:

Investigator Richard Kobel

A request was made by the Archdiocese of Chicago to have an investigator from Hillard Heintze
interview persons who were assigned to St. Laurence Parish from June 25, 1964 to January 30,
1968. The interviews would be conducted in an attempt to reveal the habits of Fr. Vader
regarding children in the parish. Investigator Kobel was assigned to the investigation. Sr. • • • was identified as one of the Adrian Dominican Sisters assigned to St. Laurence Parish
was contacted telephonically on May 29, 2009 at 2: I 0
during the time in question. Sr.
P.M.
Investigator Kobel explained the purpose of the interview to Sr.
said that she was assigned to St. Laurence Parish. Sr.
remembers Fr. Vader, but does not recall him having any contact with the
children of the parish. Sr.
said that Fr. Vader did not teach in the school
and was not involved in any after school activities with the children.
Sr.
said that all of the altar servers at that time were male. She did not
recall who taught the training classes to altar boys.
Sr.
anyone.

said she finds it very difficult to believe that Fr. Vader had abused

Investigator Kobel thanked Sr.

•••for

her time and concluded the interview.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P. O.Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534--5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW

AGENDA

I.

Approval of Minutes - May 16, 2009 and June 5, 2009

II. Case Reviews
Initial Review
A.

B.
Review for Cause

c.

D.

E.

AOC 021895

F.

G.

H.

In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003)- PFR137
• Allegation made by
• Initial Review - 2/21/09

The next Board Meeting is scheduledfor Saturday, August 15, 2009
9:00 a..m. -1 :00 p.m

2
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Review Board Meeting
Saturday, July 18, 2009 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
MINUTES

,..

Non~members Present:

{)
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie \.)-·
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board
I.

Approval of Minutes
• May 16, 2009 - Minutes approved
• June 5, 2009- Minutes approved

II.
A.

AOC 021897

B.

c.

Review for Cause
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D.

E.

F.
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G.

H. In the Matter of Rev. Anthony Vader (Retired 1997/Withdrawn 2003)- PFR137
The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause of
's
allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader. A summary of
~ as follows: inappropriate hugging and touching over and Wlder
- - skirt; touching included the buttocks and genital area over and under
skirt.
Ms. McCluskey provided the Board with a verbal overview and update of this matter.
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In a 5-2 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that there is
not reason to suspect that Fr. Vader sexually abused
when she
was a minor.

III.

I.

J.
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....

IV.

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, August 15, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m.
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RECEIVED
JUL 2 9 2009
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office
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ARCHDIOCE:>t Uf (;Hl(;AGO
OEf!CF COii Clllt9 ABUSE

INVESTJP1f1Wifk~~~<fiEVIEW
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

July 20, 2009

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
835 N. Rush Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Dear Cardinal George,
Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on July 18, 2009 and
conducted a Review for Cause of
s allegation of the sexual abuse
of a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the Review
Process for Continuation of Ministry. Fr. Vader is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago.
The Board made the determination that in light of ~ted, there is not
reason to suspect that the accused sexually a b u s e d - w h e n she
minor.

wasa

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (312) 534-5205.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

8FILE COPY

August 4, 2009

Dear
I am writing to inform you that the independent Review Board met on July 18, 2009 and
conducted a Review for Cause of your allegation of sexual abuse against Rev. Anthony
Vader pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry.
As you may know, Fr. Vader is a withdrawn priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
At the Review for Cause, after considering all infonnation presented to it, the Review
Board determines whether there is reason to suspect that the accused cleric has engaged
in the sexual abuse of a minor.
Based upon the information obtained concerning your allegation against Fr. Vader, the
Review Board determined that there is not reason to suspect that Fr. Vader sexually
abused you when you were a minor. Cardinal George has accepted this determination.
if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at any time.
I may be reached at (312) 534-5205 or lmccluskey@archchicago.org. Also, please know
that Matt Hunnicutt and Mayra Flores of the Office of Assistance Ministry continue to be
available to you and may be reached at (312) 534-8267, mhunnicutt@archchicago.org, or
mflores@archchicago.org.
Sincerely,

~u

t)<

Leah McCluskey
Director, Office for Child Abuse I

Cc

Matt Hunnicutt, Office of

estigations and Review

~Ministry

Be: John C. O'Malley
Office of Legal Services

____________ ___;
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT
TIME
NAME
FAX
TEL
SER.#
DATE, TIME
FAX NO./NAME
DURATION
PAGE(S)
RESULT
MODE

08/04/2009 15:01
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

-Offi-1~-e-~r-~-e-PM-~-t-ion-o-fC_n_lld-re-na-nd-Y-ou-m----~~~,--~~~~~~--~~~~P-.O-.-B-ox-Tn--9
Office o( Assietnnce Mi11ist!)'
Olflr.e for Chile:! A.bu5c investigations a11d Review
Sefe Enviromnent Office

.·

.

Chicago. lllinoi" 60690-1979
312-5:'>4-52~4. mai11

line

312-7Sl·8307, fnit

FAX COVER SHEET
TO:
FAX#:

FROM:

Santa Garcia, Secretary

'1 (j_/

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

DATE:

August 4, 2009

MESSAGE: Leah asked me to fax you her attached letter dated August 4, 2009. The
original copy was mailed to you earlier today.
Please call Leah McCluskey at (312) 534-5205 with any questions you have regarding this
matter. Thank you.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Min is try
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

MEMORANDUM
To:

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests

From:

Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie,g

Re:

Vader, Rev. Anthony

Date:

August 6, 2009

(Withdrawn)~

As you know,
formalized her allegation of the sexual abuse of
a minor against Rev. Anthony Vader. Due to Fr. Vader's current state of mental and
physical health, this allegation was not presented to him for a response. For the same
reasons, I have not sent Fr. Vader any letters with regard to Francis Cardinal George,
O.M.1.'s decisions concerning the Initial Review and Review for Cause of this matter
before the Review Board.
s allegation of the
The Review Board conducted an Initial Review of
sexual abuse of a minor against Fr. Vader on February 21, 2009. Cardinal George .
accepted the Review Board determination that this matter warranted additional
investigation.
The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause of this matter on July 18, 2009.
Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that there is not
reasonable cause to suspect that Fr. Vader sexually abused ~hen she
was a minor.
Please feel free to contact me at (312) 534-5205 if you have any questions about this
information.
Be: John C. O'Malley
Office of Legal Services
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INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOLS: ANTHONY VADER
Implementation Date

These individual specific protocols were
designed for Anthony Vader

March 2010

HISTORY OF ASSIGNMENTS.
July 8, 1952- June 25, 1964: Holy Cross- Asst.
June 24, 1964-January 30, 1968: St.

Laurence~

Asst.

January 30, 1968- March 13, 1070: Holy Name of Mary- Admin.
March 13, 1970- January 31, 1997: Holy Name of Mary- Pastor
January 31, 1997: Retired

HISTORY OF ABUSE ALLEGATIONS: SUBSTANTIATED AND NON-SUBSTANTIATED;
ALLEGATION

1.

T!MEFRAME:

1960.

Victim came forward with allegation in February 2004. Victim stated that she met Fr. Vader when she was in the

3rd

grade at Holy Cross School.
The victims stated that the abuse began when she was 10
She stated that Fr. Vader • • • • • • • • • • • • •
kiss and fondle her. She stated that he would rub her breasts, legs,
thighs, and over her pubic area both over and under her clothes. She stated that this happened multiple times over
a period of six n:onths to a year. The victim stated that Fr. Vader also abused her peer and she was aware that he
was having actual intercourse with at least one girl. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Fr. Vadar denied this allegation. This allegation was substantiated by the review board process in 2004.

ALLEGATION

2.

TJMEFRAME:

1955 -1956.

Victim came forward with allegation in October 2002. Victim stated that she attended Holy Cross for grammar
school and graduated in 1961. She stated that the abuse began in 1955 or 1956 and lasted for approximately one
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breasts. He would then direct her to unbutton her shirt and expose her breasts. • • • • • • • • • • • •

feel her head and then her breasts (under her clothing) and then he would leave. She
stated that this occurred "a little less than 10 times". The victim stated that Fr. Vader also abused her younger
sister
Anthony Vader denied this allegation. The review board process substantiated this allegation in 2003.

ALLEGATION

3.

TIMEFRAME: UNKNOWN.

In October 2005 an individual came forward and stated that she was watching television and saw that her abuser
was on the list of men who had been removed from ministry. She stated that she was calling to be sure it was the
same Anthony Vader who abused her. The alleged victim stated that the abuse occurred when she was 14 or 15
years old. She stated that she met Fr. Vader through Holy Cross and he sexually touched her.

The alleged victim never formalized this allegation therefore it was not presented to Anthony Vader or the review
board.

ALLEGATION 4. TIMEFRAME:

1963 - 1966.

Victim came forward with the allegation in December 2006. She stated that she met Fr. Vader when she was in the
fourth grade and he was the Pastor at St. Laurence

The review board process substantiated this allegation in 2007.

ALLEGATION

5.

TIMEFRAME:

1958.

Victim came forward and reported that in 1993 she had a conversation with Fr. Vader and asked him if he
remembered touching her breast and he stated "yes,
The victim stated that she attended Holy Cross School from 1953-1958.
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Anthony Vader stated that he believed this victim was confusing him with another priest. This allegation was
substantiated by the review board process in 2003.
ALLEGATION

6.

TIMEFRAME:

1969.

Victim came forward in December 2008. The victim stated that she knew Fr. Vader from grammar school. She
stated that in elementary school Fr. Vader would hug her and rub the lower half of her body and touch her
buttocks. She stated that he would rub her back and slip his hand down her skirt over her underwear.

This allegation was substantiated by the review board process in 2009.

ALLEGATION

7.

TIMEFRAME: UNKNOWN.

An individual came forward in 2004. She stated that Fr. Vader abused her when she was 11 or 12 years old.

This allegation was never formalized; therefore it was not presented to Anthony Vader or the review board.

CURRENT CANONICAL STATUS
Decree issued July 22, 2005 states that "Fr. Anthony Vader is guilty of the delict described inc. 1395§2 of the
present code; namely a sin against the sixth commandment of the Decalogue with a minor under the age of sixteen
years of age"." Fathe.r Anthony Vader's faculties to minister as a priest of the Archdiocese are removed for a
period of five years". He is enjoined from being present in any was at any time on the property of Sacred Heart
Mission in Chicago and Holy Name of Mary parish in Chicago. Fr. Vader is dispensed from the obligation to wear
ecclesiastical garb (c.284), and strongly urged to not wear such attire. He is not to present himself as priest to those
unknown to him nor act as an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago.

COMPLIANCE HISTORY
Anthony Vader's known history of sexual offending included offenses specifically with African-Amerisan girls and
some women with whom he counseled who were also African American. In March of 2009, upon meeting an
African American woman, Anthony Vadar grabbed her hand and immediately pulled her down toward himself,
reaching with his other hand to touch her face. This incident demonstrated that Anthony Vader continues to
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require monitoring and intervention with respect to minors and others who may be physically or emotionally
vulnerable to abuse.

CURRENT LIVING ARRANGEMENT AND INVOLVEMENT WITH MINORS.

Anthony Vader's mental status requires that the burden of
risk management fall primarily to his caregivers and other staff of the residential facility in which he resides. There
are minors who visit the facility and due to Anthony Vader's diminished capacity to self-regulate, it is essential that
he not be permitted access to harm a child or a youth. It is also essential that the staff of the facility be informed
of the need to self-protect and not to allow behaviors to escalate because of Anthony Vader's perceived status as a
priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Therefore, the focus of the following risk management strategies is on
strategies that shall be implemented by persons other than Anthony Vader.

RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM: SEXUAL OFFENSES AGAINST MINORS
RISK REDUCTION STRATEGY

METHOD OF VERIFICATION

Even with a prudent companion, Anthony Vader is never

Oversight and verification by Site

permitted to spend time with families who have minor children

Supervisor.

COMMENTS

and is prohibited at all times from being alone with anyone under
the age of 25. No staff member under the age of 25 should be
assigned to work directly with Anthony Vader.
Anthony Vader is prohibited at all times from being alone with
vulnerable adults or fellow residents.
Nursing care and personal care staff who have direct contact with

Verification by Compliance

Anthony Vader in the residential facility must be informed that he

Supervisor.

has a history of sexual behavior issues, including sexual offenses
with minor girls and young women.
Nursing care and personal care staff who have direct contact with

Verification by Compliance

Anthony Vader must receive and sign the "Necessary

Supervisor.

Information" sheet regarding Tony Vader.
Anthony Vader is not permitted to leave the care facility with

Oversight and verification by Site

person named on the Diocesan List of men removed.

Supervisor.
Verification _by Compliance
Supervisor.

Anthony Vader is prohibited from exercising priestly ministry in all

Oversight and verification by

forms, including, but not limited to public celebration of mass,

Compliance Supervisor.

hearing confession, wearing the Roman Collar or other symbols of
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ministry, wearing clerical garb (or any garb that denotes
priesthood or ministry) and being introduced as "Father."
Anthony Vader is prohibited from providing spiritual direction,

Verification with support

pastoral care, counseling and all other forms of ministry that may

network.

be provided by laypersons.
Unannounced verification of daily
logs.
Anthony Vader is prohibited from engaging in liturgy or any other

Verification with Community

aspect of parish community at any Roman Catholic Parish in the

Support Network.

Archdiocese of Chicago.
Unannounced verification
(telephone, visits, GPS) of daily
logs.
Anthony Vader is prohibited from viewing, downloading or

Verification by Archdiocesan or

otherwise possessing pornography or sexually explicit materials of

contracted Information

any kind.

Technology Personnel and
. Compliance Supervisor.
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR FAILURE OF THE PROTOCOL TO MANAGE RISK
In the event that the protocols for Anthony Vader are not effective in managing his risk, additional actions must be
considered. This will be necessary whether or not there is identifiable harm as a consequence to the failure to
manage risk.
•

Change of residence.

•

Increase of staff to manage behavior

•

Increased education of staff

•

Increased monitoring by Archdiocesan staff

~~~.:A_Tv_R_Es_.-~-/_~_,_f__v._f.,,___
Printed Name:
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Signature of Cardinal:
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Necessary Information: Anthony Vader, Resident

This notice is to inform you that The Holly Family Villa resident, Anthony Vader, has a history of sexual
'

behavior problems. His behaviors include a significant history of sexual offenses against children, young
people and women. He is not to be in the company of anyone under the age of 25, even briefly.
Children and youth must not be permitted to enter his room or to visit with him socially, even in open
areas.

Any behavioral problems demonstrated by Anthony Vader must be immediately interrupted and
reported to Roberta Magurany who will be responsible for addressing Anthony Vader's ongoing needs.

Further, it is essential for all staff who work with Anthony Vader to adhere strictly to these protocols
and also to remain vigilant with respect to their own personal safety. It is the responsibility of the staff
member to alert Roberta Magurany to any situation or condition that causes the individual discomfort
or concern.

I have read the "Necessary Information" regarding Anthony Vader and I agree to adhere to the
protocols. In addition, I agree to use ca.re and professionalism with my own personal safety and to
report any problems or unusual behavior of Anthony Vader to Shawnte Jenkins, Archdiocesan
Compliance Supervisor, within 48 hours.

Staff Signature

Date
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Necessary Information: Anthony Vader, Resident

This notice is to inform you that The Holly Family Villa resident, Anthony Vader, has a history oJ~sexual
~-~)

behavior problems. His behaviors include a significant history of sexual offenses against children, young
people and women. He is not to be in the company of anyone under the age of 25, even briefly.
Children and youth must not be permitted to enter his room or to visit with him socially, even in open
areas.

Any behavioral problems demonstrated by Anthony Vader rriust be immediately interrupted and
reported to Roberta Magurany who will be responsible for addressing Anthony Vader's ongoing needs.

Further, it is essential for all staff who work with Anthony Vader to adhere strictly to these protocols
a.nd also to remain vigilant with respect to their own personal safety. It is the responsibility of the staff
member to alert Roberta Magurany to any situation or condition that causes the individual discomfort
or concern.

I have read the "Necessary Information" regarding Anthony Vader and I agree to adhere to the
protocols. In addition, I agree to use care and professionalism with my own personal safety and to
report any problems or unusual behavior of Anthony Vader to Shawnte Jenkins, Archdiocesan
Compliance Supervisor, within 48 hours.

OSIl
Staff Signature

IL/2.JSlD

.

Date
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Necessary Information: Anthony Vader, Resident

This notice is to inform you that The Holly Family Villa resident, Anthony Vader, has a history o;~~sexual
.;-.)

·;P

behavior problems. His behaviors include a significant history of sexual offenses against children, young

'

people and women. He is not to be in the company of anyone under the age of 25, even briefly.
Children and youth must not be permittec;l to enter his room or to visit with him socially, even in open
areas.

Any behavioral problems demonstrated by Anthony Vader must be immediately interrupted and
reported to Roberta Magurany who will be responsible for addressing Anthony Vader's ongoing needs.

Further, it is essential for all staff who work with Anthony Vader to adhere strictly to these protocols
a.nd also to remain vigilant with respect to their own personal safety. It is the responsibility of the staff
member to alert Roberta Magurany to any situation or condition that causes the individual discomfort
or concern.

I have read the "Necessary Information" regarding Anthony Vader and I agree to adhere to the
protocols. In addition, I agree to use care and professionalism with my own personal safety and to
report any problems or unusual behavior of Anthony Vader to Shawnte

Jen~ins,

Archdiocesan

Compliance Supervisor, within 48 hours.

Staff Signature

Date
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Necessary Information: Anthony Vader, Resident

This notice is to inform you that The Holly Family Villa resident, Anthony Vader, has a history o-.f~~,exual
behavior problems. His behaviors include

a significant

history of sexual offenses against children, young ,

people and women. He is not co be in the company of anyone under the age of 25, even briefly.
Children and youth must not be permicted to enter his room or to visit with him socially,· even in open
areas.

Any behavioral problems demonstrated by Anthony Vader must be immediately interrupted and
reported to Roberta Magu"rany who will be responsible for addressing Anthony Vader's ongoing needs.

Further, it is essential for all staff who work with Anthony Vader to adhere strictly to these protocols
a.nd also to ~emain vigilant with respect to their own personal safety. It is the responsibility of the staff
member to alert Roberta Magurany to any situation or condition that causes the individual discomfort
or concern.

I have read the "Necessary Information" regarding Anthony Vader and I agree to adhere to the
protocols. In addition, I agree to use care and professionalism with my own personal safety and to
report ar.iy problems or unusual behavior of Anthony Vader to Shawnte Jenkins, Archdiocesan
Compliance Supervisor, within 48 hours.

Staff Signature

/5,f 7tf21s1

Date
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Necessary Information: Anthony Vader, Resident

This notice is to inform you that The Holly Family Villa resident, Anthony Vader, has a history af:~exual

·" ·'

behavior problems. His behaviors include a significant history of sexual oHenses against children, young
people and women. He is not to be in the company of anyone under the age of 25, even briefly.
Children and youth must not be permitted to enter his room or to visit with him socially, even in open
areas.

Any behavioral problems demonstrated by Anthony Vader must be immediately interrupted and
reported to Roberta Magurany who will be responsible for addressing Anthony Vader's ongoing needs.

Further, it is essential for all staff who work with Anthony Vader to adhere strictly to these protocols
a.nd also to remain vigilant with respect to their own personal safety. It is the responsibility of the staff
m·ember to alert Roberta Magurany to any situation or condition that causes the individual discomfort

or concern.

I have read the "Necessary Information" regarding Anthony Vader and I agree to adhere to the
protocols. In addition, I agree to use care and professionalism with my own personal safety and to
report any problems or unusual behavior of Anthony Vader to Shawnte Jenkins, Archdiocesan
Compliance Supervisor, within 48 hours.

8!10 Ito_
Staff Sign.ature

Date
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Necessary Information: Anthony Vader, Resident

This notice is to inform you that The Holly Family Villa resident, Anthony Vader, has a history o·.f~~,exual
behavior problems. His behaviors include a significant history of sexual offenses against children, young ,
people and women. He is not to be in the company of anyone under the age of 25, even briefly.
Children and youth must not be permitted to enter his room or to visit with him socially, even in open
areas.

Any behavioral problems demonstrated by Anthony Vader must be immediately interrupted and
reported to Roberta Magurany who will be responsible for addressing Anthony Vader's ongoing needs.

Further, it is essential for all staff who work with Anthony Vader to adllere strictly to these protocols
and also to remain vigilant with respect to their own personal safety. It is the responsibility of the staff
member to alert Roberta Magurany to any situation or condition that causes the individual discomfort
or concern.

I have read the "Necessary Information" regarding Anthony Vader and I agree to adhere to the
protocols. In addition, I agree to use care and professionalism with my own personal safety and to
report any problems or unusual behavior of Anthony Vader to Shawnte Jenkins, Archdiocesan
Compliance Supervisor, within 48 hours.

06.lO,/c?
Staff Signature

Date

Individual Specific Protocols

AOC 021918

Victim Statement Abstract:
This abstract supplements a series of e-mails between Leah McCluskey, Director of the
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review; Tom Tharayil,
Director of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Assistance Ministry; and Victim Kl On
January 28, 2014, Victim KJ contacted the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for the Protection of
Children and Youth via e-mail to report that she was abused by Fr. Anthony Vader at Holy Cross
parish as a teenager. The abuse included Fr. Vader kissing Victim KJ and fondling Victim KJ's
breasts.
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Message:

EMA/2014/56369

From:
To:
Cc:
Sent:
Received:
Subject:

Leah McCluskey
Thomas Tharayil
2/2/2014 at 9:46 AM
2/2/2014 at 9:46 AM
Re: Fwd: Protect and H e a l : - - 2014-01-28

Hi Tom,

Thank you for this - I did just respond to
tomorrow about my reaching out to

llllllll•s

e-mail. I'll touch base with you

as well.

Thanks.

Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office: (312) 534-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
>>> Thomas Tharayil 01/29/14 3:34 PM >>>
Hi Leah,
Since the emails I sent to
were returned to me, I did talk with her on the
phone. She told me that she wrote the email to unburden herself and to pray that he rests
in peace. She expressed forgiveness for him and his actions. Nevertheless, I told her OAM
will be willing to meet with her and provide services if and when she would like them.
Thomas P. Tharayil LCSW, BCD
Director, Office of Assistance Ministry
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois, 60690-1979
(312) 534-8267

·3;;;;;::···

>>> 1/28/2014 1:23 PM >>>
Email:
Name:
Phone:
Sent: 2014-01-28
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Message:

EMA/2014/56422

From:
To:
Cc:
Sent:
Received:
Subject:

Leah McCluskey
Thomas Tharayil
2/2/2014 at 9:44 AM
2/2/2014 at 9:44 AM
Re: Protect and Heal: --2014-01-28

Good Morning

I hope that you are well.

I also want to thank you for writing and sending your e-mail about Fr. Vader. I cannot
imagine how difficult it was to write and send; I thank you so much for sharing some parts
of your painful story.

As Tom mentioned, I am the Director of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and
Review at the Archdiocese of Chicago. It is in this office where we receive all reports of
the sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, lay employees, and volunteers of this
archdiocese. I would very much like to speak with you and provide any additional
information about this office, including setting up a time to meet so that you may share
as much of your story as you wish, and/or answer any questions or concerns you may have.

1111111111•,

please feel free to reach me by e-mail (lmccluskey@archchicago.org) or by
phone (312-534-5205). Thank you again for reaching out to us. I look forward to hearing
from you.

Peace,

Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office: (312) 534-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
>>>Thomas Tharayil 01/29/14 12:55 PM>>>
Dear······
I am responding to the email you submitted to the Archdiocese of Chicago Protect and Heal
web site. First, I am sorry for how you were treated by Fr. Vader. I applaud you for
finding the courage to write the email.
I am the Director of the Archdiocese of Chicago Office of Assistance Ministry. I work with

AOC 021922

victims/survivors. We have resources that may be helpful to you as continue your healing
journey. Attached please find a link that will describe more about the office, survivor
newsletters, the Healing Garden and more . When the time is right, I am also available to
talk with you by phone or in person.
http://www.archchicago.org/departments/assistance_ministry/assistance_ministry.shtm
Lastly, I am including the Director of the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and
Review, Leah Mc Cluskey on this email. She will want to contact to you since the
allegations you made occurred in the Archdiocese of Chicago.
http://www.archchicago.org/departments/ocair/ocair.shtm
You are not alone. Thanks for contacting us. Peace, Thomas T

Thomas P. Tharayil LCSW, BCD
Director, Office of Assistance Ministry
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois, 60690-1979
(312) 534-8267

>>> 1/28/2014 1:23 PM >>>
Name:
Email:
Phone:
Sent: 2014-01-28
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Message:

EMA/2014/56594

From:
To:
Cc:
Sent:
Received:
Subject:

Mail Delivery System
Leah McCluskey

Attachments:

2/2/2014 at 9:44 AM
2/2/2014 at 9:44 AM
Undelivered Mail Returned to Sender
status.txt (6 KB)
headers.txt (6 KB)
Mime.822 (6 KB)

*** ATTENTION ***
Your e-mail is being returned to you because there was a problem with its
delivery. The reason your mail is being returned to you is listed in the
section labeled: "-----The delivery status notification errors -----".
The line beginning with "Diagnostic-Code:" describes the specific reason
your e-mail could not be delivered. The following lines contains the
RFC822 header of the original email message.
Please direct further questions regarding this message to your e-mail
administrator.
--AOL Postmaster
The delivery status notification errors -----

: host core-mje001a.r1000.mail.aol.com[172.29.102.2] said:
554 5.7.1 Your mail could not be delivered because the recipient is only
accepting mail from specific email addresses. If you feel you received this
in error, please contact the recipient directly and ask them to check their
email settings. (in reply to end of DATA command)
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r (2/472-014) Leah

McCluskey-~Re: Fwd: Protect
and
Heal:
-- - .. ..
- ---- - --------

~---~--·--~-'-'---'"···-'---____.._...,_________________________

From:
To:

Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

P~ge 1

-

Leah McCluskey
Thomas Tharayil
2/3/2014 10:55 AM
Re: Fwd: Protect and Heal: --2014-01-28
McCluskey, Leah.vet

Hi Tom,
Thank you for your response. I will not reach out to - a n d will wait to hear from you if you hear
anything different from her.
When you spoke w i t h - . did she share if she was a minor or an adult at the time of her abuse by
Fr. Vader?
Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office: (312) 534-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering
the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

»> Thomas Tharayil 2/3/2014 10:46 AM »>
Hi Leah,
From what
said to me, I do not think you need to schedule a time to meet. At this time, it
appears sending the email to "Protect and Heal," and chatting with me is enough. If I hear more, I will let
you know. Tom
Thomas P. Tharayil LCSW, BCD
Director, Office of Assistance Ministry
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois, 60690-1979

(312) 534-8267
»>Leah McCluskey 1/31/2014 4:33 PM»>
Hi Tom,
I'm glad that you and spoke on the phone. Based upon your conversation with her, should I
reach out to her as w~out scheduling a time to meet?
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Thank you.
Leah
Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office: (312) 534-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering
the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.

>»Thomas Tharayil 1/29/2014 3:34 PM»>
Hi Leah,
Since the emails I sent to were returned to me, I did talk with her on the phone. She told me
that she wrote the email to unburden herself and to pray that he rests in peace. She expressed
forgiveness for him and his actions. Nevertheless, I told her OAM will be willing to meet with her and
provide services if and when she would like them.
Thomas P. Tharayil LCSW, BCD
Director, Office of Assistance Ministry
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois, 60690-1979
(312) 534-8267

>>> <o c
Name:
Email:
Phone:
Sent: 2014-01-28
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Message:

EMA/2014/56367

From:
To:

Leah McCluskey
James Donovan, Kenneth Budzikowski, Christopher Cannova, Colleen Dolan, Daniel
Smilanic, Francis Kane, Peter Snieq, Thomas Tharayil, Jeff Grob
Janet Leonatti, John O'Malley, Jan Slattery
2/4/2014 at 2:04 PM
2/4/2014 at 2:04 PM
HP TRIM Electronic Record: ER/2014/4139: PFR-137 Vader, Anthony Joseph// PCAC memo

Cc:
Sent:
Received:
Subject:

Attachments:

TEXT.him (516 bytes)
PFR-137 Vader Anthon
PFR-137 Vader Anthon Jose h
McCluskey Leah.vet (516 bytes)

FYI.

Leah
------< HP TRIM Record Information >-----Record Number : ER/2014/4139
Title : PFR-137 Vader, Anthony Joseph I

I PCAC memo

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Archdiocese of Chicago
P.O. Box 1979
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979
Office: (312) 534-5205
Fax: (312) 751-5279
lmccluskey@archchicago.org

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this e-mail. Thank you.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
Office of Assistance Ministry
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review
Safe Environment Office

P. 0. Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979
312-534-5254, general
312-751-8307, fax

MEMORANDUM

To:

Rev. Kenneth Budzikowski, Vicar for Priests
Christopher Cannova, Personnel Services
Colleen Dolan, Communications and Public Relations
Rev. James Donovan, Vicar for Priests
Rev. Jeffrey Grob, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board
Most Rev. Francis Kane, Vicar General
Very Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Vicar for Canonical Services
Rev. Peter Snieg, Moderator of the Curia
Thomas Tharayil, Office of Assistance Ministry

A

From:

Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie~

Re:

PFR-137 Vader, Anthony Joseph I

Date:

February 4, 2014

A new allegation was received by this office on January 29, 2014.

•

Accused - Fr. Anthony Joseph Vader
o Current status - deceased
o Current location - NI A
o Location/assignment of accused at time of abuse - Holy Cross

•

Alleged Victim - o Ifm~CFS been called? A call was not made to the DCFS Hotline due to the fact
that - - is currently over the age of 18.

•

Any other important actions taken - Tom Tharayil spoke with ~the fact that the
reported that
e-mails sent to her e-mail addressed were returned. Per Mr. Tharayil, she was in high school at the time of her abuse by Fr. Vader. I will attempt to reach out t o .
to provide information about the Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review and
ask if she wishes to schedule a time to meet.

Please review your files and forward any and all information/documentation that may be relevant to this
matter to my attention within five business days of receipt of this memo.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at (312) 534-5205 or
lmccluskey(W,archchicago.org.
Attachment
Cc

John O'Malley, Legal Services
Jan Slattery, Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, lllinois 60690-1979

Office of Lega I Services
John C. O'Malley
Director

TEL (312) 534-5379
FAX (312) 534-5252

e-mail: jomalley@archchicago.org

February 14, 2014

PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL
Ms. Jennifer Gonzalez
Chief of Sex Crimes Division
Cook County State's Attorney's Office
2650 S. California Ave., Room l IDlO
Chicago, IL 60608
RE:

Vader, Rev. Anthony J. I
Our File Number: 20l4SCOO19
Date of Birth: Unknown
Date of Incident: In High School
Location of Incident: Holy Cross Church, Chicago

Dear Ms. Gonzalez:
Please be advised that the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse
Investigations and Review received an email from
alleging when she was in high
school and going to Holy Cross Church
she was sexually abused by
Rev. Anthony J. Vader. Rev. Vader is deceased. We are attempting to reach out t o - .
We have no additional infonnation at this time.
If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let
me know.
Very truly yours,

A£AA{!i
.__/o[n'Z~'Malley
Director of Legal Servi

s

JCOM:tm
cc:

Ms. Valerie McDaniels, SPSA, Associate Deputy Bureau Chief of Operations, DCFS
Ms. Shauna Boliker, First Assistant State's Attorney
Ms. Leah McCluskey
Mr. James A. Serritella
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